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(Music Playing:  00:00:00 - 00:00:23) 

 

Male: From the Ark of Salvation in Atlanta with pastors Nathaniel 

Bronner, C. Elijah Bronner and James Bronner, the Bronner 

brothers brings you the gospel.  Get ready, the message you 

need is about to be heard from Brothers of the Word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:35 - 00:01:03) 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you those of you who are 

joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

AirJesus.com.  Stay tune to today’s message.  I would like to 

share just a little humor that I received in my email this week.  

There was a teacher talking to one of her students and she said, 

“Now, you must not say I’m ain’t going.  You should say I am not 

going, he is not going, we are not going, they are not going.”  The 

student replied, “Wow, ain’t nobody going then.” 

 

 Open you Bible if you will, we’re look at -- we’re looking at two 

places.  Open you Bible to the Gospel of John; the Gospel of 

John.  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John; the Gospel of John and 

also the Book of Romans Chapter 8.  Gospel of John Chapter 3 

and I’m going to actually read that on in the amplified Bible and 

you can read along in your King James.  The Gospel of John 

Chapter 3.  Let’s read verse -- I’m going to read Verse 18; I’m 

going to read from the amplified Bible.  John 3:18 and it reads, 

“He who believes in Him (speaking of Jesus) who claims to trust 

Him, relies on Him is not judged.  He who trust in Him never 

comes up for judgment; for Him there is no rejection, no 

condemnation.” 

 

 And also, in the book of Romans Chapter 8.   The Book of 

Romans Chapter 8 it says the same thing there in Romans 8:1.  

Let’s read that, we can read Verses 1 and 2 together there in 

unison.  Romans 8:1-2.  When you get there, say “Amen”.  Let’s 

read Verses 1 and 2 there together in unison.  Ready?  Read, 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 

Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 

free from the law of sin and death.”  And I just want to use as 

the subject “Free to Receive God’s best.”  Free -- turn to your 

neighbor and say, “We are free to receive God’s best.”  Free to 

receive God’s best and these -- both of these two texts that we 
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read from the Gospel of John 3:18 and Romans 8:1-2, both of 

them have to do with the one word “Condemnation”, 

condemnation. 

 

 And you know, as I meditated upon this and thought about my 

own experience, I realized that sometimes we allow certain 

thoughts, feelings or beliefs about ourselves. 

 

00:05:08 

 

 We allow them to entangle us, encumber us and hinder us, hold 

us bondage.  They cause us to live far below our privileges as 

children of God.  Now if you still have your Bible, open there in 

Romans 8, look at Verse 16 and 17.  This what the Bible has to 

say about us being children of God.  Look at Romans 8:16-17.  

Let’s read those two together in unison.  “The Spirit itself 

beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God; 

and if children then heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs with 

Christ if so be that we suffer with him that we may be also 

glorified together.” 

 

 So, the Bible clearly lets us know that we are children of God; 

we are heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ.  And so, sometimes, 

you know, the way we think and feel about ourselves, our beliefs 

about ourselves, and you know, just certain thought processes; 

we can hinder our privileges as children of God.  You know, they 

are just times where we all feel unworthy, we all feel 

undeserving, sometimes we just feel down right worthless. 

Sometimes we feel sinful, we just feel like you know, we just feel 

like we just not worth anything, we don’t -- our lives really don’t 

matter, we failed God, we haven’t really lived up to expectations 

and we sometimes feel like we’re just, you know, just not cutting 

and not making the cut, not making degrade.  And so, 

sometimes because of what we have done or sometimes because 

of what we haven’t done, we can have this feeling that we are 

really self-condemning ourselves and we have this idea that God 

is angry with us that you know, we’re not going to get anything 

from God, no need us even praying because God is angry with 

us, because we fail, we’re not whom we should be and haven’t 

done what we should be, we’re not who we are to be. 

 

 And so, we’re just kind of really down in ourselves and we 

sometimes hanged our heads and we’re just self-condemning.  

Now, when you’re in that place, the devil loves that.  He loves 
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that because that’s exactly where he wants you.  Because as long 

as you’re in that place, you are not going to walk in your 

authority as a child of God, you’re not going to realize and enjoy 

the privileges that we have as children of God.  So, you’re going 

to live way beneath yourself, and so that’s exactly where the 

devil wants us.  So, the Bible calls that type of attitude when 

we’re feeling that way, when we’re just down on ourselves, 

beating ourselves up, the Bible calls that “condemnation”, it 

calls it condemnation.  I looked up that word “condemnation” in 

the Greek, in the Biblical Greek and that word is the word 

“Katakrima” Katakrima.  And in Greek, it means, here in the 

New Testament, it means judgement against you.  Judgement 

against you, it means you’ve been found guilty and you are being 

sentenced. 

 

 So, that word “condemnation” there in the New Testament in 

the Greek, it’s judgement against you; you’ve been found guilty 

and you are being sentenced.  And so here, you are sentencing 

your own self as you walk around judging yourself, condemning 

yourself and you walk around feeling so guilty.  I saw this cute 

little commercial probably a week or so ago but it was -- I can’t 

remember the story, I believe it was a target commercial but I 

may be wrong, but I believe it was a target commercial and it 

was an advertisement talking about how you can get such fine 

gifts that when you give them to people they think you paid a 

whole lot more than you really pay.  And so, this commercial had 

this little girl and her parents wanted to surprise here.  So, they 

popped in her room and they whipped out this beautiful gift and 

the gift was so exquisite. 

 

00:10:00 

 

The little girl was just taken by surprise and it just took a 

breath and she shook her head.  She said, “I’m not worthy these 

gifts.”  And she began to confess her sin, she said, “I made a “D” 

on my test and I didn’t tell you all about it.”  She said, “I lied the 

other day and I punched my brother.”  So, she started just 

confessing her sins because she feels she was unworthy to 

receive that gift and the father stood there after hearing that.  

He said, “Honey, we didn’t pay that much for that gift.”  And the 

little girl said, “Oh, okay.”  And she realized that she had told 

too much that she didn’t have to.  And so, that commercial 

reminded me of somehow the way we are sometimes we’re so 

self-condemned and so down  in ourselves, looking in everything 
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that we have done wrong and living in our past.  And so, we’re 

encumbering by all these things, tangled up, bound up by these 

things, and we can be so hard on ourselves because sometimes 

you just don’t feel right and sometimes you don’t feel spiritual, 

sometimes you know you haven’t read your Bible, sometimes 

you haven’t prayed and sometimes you’ve been a little moody 

and sometimes you’ve been a little unforgiving or a little selfish.  

So, sometimes you just don’t feel right and you know you aren’t 

right before God.  And so, you end up, you walk around and you 

just beating yourself up and you’re in this self-condemning 

feeling bad about yourself.  And so, when you’re in this way, 

you’re not free to receive God’s best.  Sin causes us to feel 

condemned.  Sin causes us to feel condemned.  But the good 

news is we’re no longer bound by sin, we are no longer under its 

authority and under its power. 

 

Flip over if you will, where we were in Romans, flip to Chapter 6 

and notice what the Bible says and look at Verse 11.  Look at 

what the Bible says about sin now and our relation to it.  

Romans 6:11.  You can read it with me, Romans 6:11.  Ready, 

read with me.  “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 

indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.”  Now, when you’re dead, there’s something it means, you 

don’t respond to it.  See, a dead man doesn’t respond.  See, you 

can hit a dead man, you can slap a dead man, he’s not going to 

respond, what you do to him his not going to respond and if he 

does respond, you’re going to out of there and hurry. 

 

And so, the Bible says, “Hey! Just act like you’re dead where a 

sin is concern.”  So, when sin is trying to get your attention, 

when sin is picking at you, when sin is tempting you to do 

something, just ignore it, ignore its cravings, ignore its desires, 

ignore its dictate.  If sin will, I mean it will go “Psst”, it’ll try to 

get your attention, it will try to influence you, it will try to get 

you to do things that will stir up urges in you and certain 

cravings and dictate.  And so, the Bible says, “Hey! Just act like 

you’re dead.”  Act like you’re dead.  I remember, I don’t want to 

give this pastor’s name but I remember he gave this illustration 

-- well, I go ahead and give his name.  It was actually 

Pastor Fred Price and he gave this illustration.  He said that he 

was counseling a beautiful young lady and he said this woman 

was beautiful.  And so, he said his flesh was enjoying counseling 

this beautiful young lady.  And he said he had to say to his flesh, 

“Fred you’re dead.  Fred you’re dead.”  Well, he was acting on 
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the Bible.  That’s what the Bible says to do.  The Bible says act 

like you’re dead where sin is concern.  So, notice that’s Chapter 

6, Verse 11 and “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 

indeed unto sin.”  So, you know, men, when you’re tempted to 

look at a beautiful young woman and lust after her, just say to 

yourself, “I’m dead.”  Just say to yourself, “I’m dead.  I’m dead.  

That didn’t bother me one bit.  I’m not moved by that because 

I’m dead, I’m dead to sin, I don’t respond to.” 

 

00:15:01 

 

So, any time sin and all of these dictates, loss, and urges and 

promptings and cravings and all those things, in the time 

they’re after you, you’re going to just recognize what the Bible 

says, “Act like you’re dead.”  Turn you neighbors and say, “Act 

like you’re dead.”  Don’t respond to it.  And noticed -- continue 

reading Verse 12, “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 

body.”  So, know that sin is not the boss.  We are no longer 

under its authority.  It doesn’t tell us what to do.  It is not 

dictating our actions.  It is not controlled.  It’s not running 

anything.  It is not -- you know, a lot of people say, “Well, the 

devil made me do it.  No, you got no business allowing the devil 

to make you do anything.  The Bible says, “Now, you have 

authority.”  You have authority over sin.  And notice this, look at 

Verse 13, “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 

unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as 

those that are alive from the dead.”  So, notice what is saying 

there, where sin is concern, you pretend to be dead but where 

God is concern, you are alive.  So, which means, you now 

respond to God.  You respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

You respond to the promptings of God’s Spirit on the inside of 

you.   You respond when God is prompting you and urging you 

and leading you and talking to you.  You respond when He is 

telling you to do something good and you respond to His 

leadership and to his authority.  So. we’re dead to sin but we are 

alive on the God.  So, in other words you’re not responding to 

one but you are responding to the other.  So, we are alive on the 

God.  We are alive on the righteousness.  So, when righteousness 

is telling you to do something, “Oh!  You listen” you give it your 

full attention.  You respond, you respond to the leadership of 

righteousness.”  Look at Verse 14, “For sin shall not have 

dominion over you.”  Sin, you break -- the power of sin has been 

broken over you alive.  “Sin shall not have dominion over you.”  

So, sin has no dominion over us.  We are in-charge, our born 
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against spirit is in-charge in that sin but too often, we’ve allowed 

sin just to have free course in our lives.  Just do and make us do 

and have and say whatever it wants us to do and have it snow.  

The Bible says, “You rain over sin.”  It doesn’t have dominion 

over you, we have dominion over sin.  And so, “For sin shall not 

have dominion.”  Verse 14, “For sin shall not have dominion over 

you, for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”  You are 

under grace not under the law.  So notice, sin causes us to feel 

condemn.  Sin causes us to feel condemn, but the good news is 

we’re no longer bound by sin.  We are no longer under its power 

and its authority. 

 

Actually, this week, I have the very thing I’m preaching to you 

about us is really the very feeling I had personally in myself.  I 

was feeling somewhat alienated from God.  You know, I was a 

little behind on putting God first.  You know, I didn’t feel like I 

had put Him first, I had put in a lot some other things to be first 

place and so God has slipped out of the first place and I was 

feeling bad about this.  I was really down on myself about this.  

So, I just -- I didn’t feel worthy, I didn’t feel good and like “God, 

I’ve failed, I have messed up.  I’ve allowed some other things to 

be first in my life instead of you God and I didn’t have faith to 

pray for anything because I really didn’t feel worthy enough to 

receive anything from God because I felt like I was in this place 

where I had messed up, displease God.  I had allowed some 

things in my life to become first instead of God.  So, I feel like I 

had sort of slit out of place and in that place, I feel like I had no 

rights.  I had no privileges.  No need of me praying and asking 

God for anything because I’m not worthy enough to receive.  I 

had no expectations receiving anything from God because I felt 

in this place sort of alienated from God and from His 

righteousness and from the Holy Spirit and from His anointing 

and form His love.  I felt like I really hadn’t been reaching His 

word and in prayer like I should be. 

 

00:20:02 

 

And so, I felt undeserving, I felt unworthy, I felt I had slip into 

this place of callousness and I was feeling alienated, and I just 

didn’t feel like I could receive anything.  all my joy had been 

sapped out, it was just exaggerating, no joy, I had no 

expectation, nothing.  And while I was feeling this way, the Holy 

Spirit sayeth to me.  He said, “My son, you got it all wrong.”  He 

said, “It’s the exact opposite.”  He said, “If you will repent, I will 
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forgive you and you can take your rightful place as a son again.  

You can take your rightful place as a son again.  And He said, 

“I’m happy to do it.”  He said, “You got it all wrong, I’m not 

angry, I’m not mad.  He said, “Actually, I’m anticipating you’re 

coming back to repent so that I can flood you with my goodness, 

flood you with my grace, flood you with my anointing, flood you 

with my blessing.”  And He said, “I can’t wait to be good at you, I 

want you to overflow with joy, I want you to have abundance of 

my (00:21:19).”  He said, “I can’t wait for you to get back.  Come 

back, all you got to do is repent, turn, come back.”  He said, “I’m 

happy to forgive you, I’m happy to bestow my grace on you 

again.”  I said, “Wow.” 

 

 I got a revelation when that light came on.  And so, I did exactly 

what he instructed me to do, I repented.  I said, “Father, forgive 

me I was wrong, I repent it.”  And I said, “Now, God, I take my 

place, I believe You have forgiven me and now, I take my place 

again and as a son in Your kingdom.”  And I begin now to 

exercise authority as a son of God.  And so, I begin now to quote 

His word and walking light of my rights and my privileges as a 

child of God.  I’m again commanding the angels.  See, before, I 

didn’t command the angels because I didn’t feel worthy enough 

to command the angels, I couldn’t even command myself.  Now 

you know, nonetheless just trying to command some angel.  I 

didn’t feel good enough about myself to command anybody.  And 

so, but now that I got my sonship back, I stood and start, I said, 

“Okay, angels, I need you all to do some things for me.  I need 

you to be on assignment.”  So I begin to now speak to my angels 

and assigned them to be when -- you know, the Bible says, 

angels were sent to minister for the heirs of salvation.  We are 

heirs of salv -- I just showed you out of scripture in Romans 

Chapter 8 that says we’re heirs of God, a joined heirs with 

Christ Jesus.  Angels had been sent to minister for the heirs of 

salvation.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You are an heir of 

salvation.  You are son, you are a daughter of God, you are child 

of God.”  And so, now, I stood up in my authority as a son.  And 

so, I started giving my angels assignment and I told God exactly 

what I needed because now, I’m not standin as a sinner feeling 

unashamed, unworthy, I’m now standing as somebody who’s 

been grace, as a very righteousness of God himself, somebody 

who’s been washed in the blood of Jesus.  And so, now, I took my 

place of authority, my place of sonship.  And now, I begin 

walking back in this authority, it changes your whole your life 
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when you now restored and you now free to received God’s best, 

free to received God’s Best. 

 

 Let me share with you what I’ve received about that, free to 

received God’s best.  Flip over in your Bible as quickly to Luke, 

the Gospel of Luke Chapter 15, Luke Chapter 15.  Luke Chapter 

15, say, “Free to received God’s best.”  See, when you are self-

condemning yourself, you’re not trying to get God’s best because 

you don’t think you are worth it, you don’t think you deserve it.  

So, God can’t give you his best.  In fact -- let me read this 

scripture.  Man, I got all of this just running again in my head 

here.  It is good though, but listen to this.  Isaiah, you don’t have 

to turn there but I’m going to read that to amplify.  Isaiah 30:18, 

listen to this, “And therefore, the lord earnestly waits expecting, 

looking and longing to be graces to you.”  

 

00:25:06 

 

He’s waiting, He’s longing, He’s expecting.  See, He can’t be good 

to you if you feel like you don’t deserve it.  If you’re condemning 

yourself, if you’ve allow sin to reign over you and have 

dominions, just as squat you under his fist, if you’re living like 

that, the Bible says He’s waiting, He’s longing, He’s expecting 

all to be gracious to you, to be good to you, to show his favor to 

you but you got to be in your rightful place.  And so He wants to 

do it.  Jesus told his disciples, He says, “Fear not little flock, it’s 

the Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  God wants 

to do it, God wants to do it.  And so, there’s nothing, there’s 

nothing that He won’t do for you.  There’s no thing, no good 

thing that He would withhold from you.  But what I’m saying is, 

we are free to receive His best if we are self-condemning 

ourselves.  If you’re self- condemning yourself, you don’t believe 

you deserve anything and so, by your own beliefs and by your 

own thoughts, you’ve now hindered, you have straitjacketed 

yourself, you’ve put yourself (00:26:22), you’ve bound yourself off 

in your own condemnation, and now God can’t get anything good 

over into you.  And so, when you repent and get back over into 

His word and Spirit, and then now He’s free.  You’re free now to 

received God’s best. 

 

I wanted you to see Luke 15:22.  Notice this.  This jump out at 

me.  We’re talking about free to received God’s best.  Look at 

Luke 15:22.  This is the story of the prodigal son.  The story of 

the prodigal son, when he came back after he had squandered 
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all of his dad’s money and he said, well, you know, he was 

starving, so he was -- he said, “I might as well go home.”.  He 

said, “The servants, they have my father’s house eat better than 

this.”  Now, when he came home, he was in a self-condemnation.  

He didn’t feel worthy, he didn’t feel deserving, he was trying to 

come home as a son, he was coming home as a servant.  He said, 

I’ll just go home and try to get a job as a servant because the 

servants eat better than I’m eating.  So, he said, “I’ll just --”  

Notice, He didn’t feel worthy, he didn’t feel deserving, he was 

coming home in a self-condemnation, and his dad saw him.  And 

I want you to notice.  His dad run toward him when he saw him 

in a distance.  That’s a picture of God eager to forgive you. 

 

But look at here in Verse 22, “But the father said --” his son is 

(00:27:49) and crying in Verse 21 telling how he is unworthy, 

how he sinned and messed up.  But look at what the father said, 

who represents God in Verse 22, “But the father said to his 

servants bring forth the best, notice the word best.”  Notice that 

word “best”, that’s what I saw.  I said, “God, I see it.  I see it”  He 

didn’t just say bring forth the robe, He said bring forth the best 

robe, bring forth the rope, the best robe not just a robe, bring 

forth the best and I see.  I said, “God, that’s the exact what 

You’re saying.  You want us to be free to received Go’s best.”  

God want you to have his absolute best but you got to be free in 

Christ Jesus from self-condemnation. 

 

I’m out of time.  I want you to go to AirJesus.com.  You can 

listen to this message, message number 7447 in its entirety.  

You can also email it to a friend, absolutely free of charge.  

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 

because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music playing) 

 

Female: Thank you for tuning in to Brothers of the Word.  If you would 

like hear other sermons, simply go to AirJesus.com and you or a 

friend can hear this message and hundreds of others.  If you 

know someone who needs this message, you can email it to them 

absolutely free at AirJesus.com.  AirJesus.com, just go there.  

Tune in to Brothers of the Word next week at the same time 

same station because brother, you need the word. 

 

00:29:37 
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