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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word! 

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 
AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message, always delighted to have you tuned in 
with us. I would like to read just a little humor that came across this week:

A man and his wife walked into a dentist’s office. The man said to the dentist, “Doc, 
I’m in a one big hurry. I have two buddies sitting out in my car waiting for us 
waiting to go play golf so forget about the anesthetic and just pull the tooth and be 
done with it. We have a 10 AM tea-time at the best golf course in town and it’s 9:30 
already. I don’t have time to wait for the anesthetic to work.” The dentist thought to 
himself, “My goodness! This is surely a very brave man to ask to have his tooth 
pulled without anesthetics to kill the pain!” So the dentist asks him, “Which tooth is 
it, sir?” The man turned to his wife and said, “Open your mouth, honey, and show 
him.”

Open your Bibles, if you will, to the book of Proverbs. Us golfers can relate to that, 
so... The Book of Proverbs 3 and let’s read verse 33. Proverbs 3:33. When you get 
there, say “Amen”. Let’s read verse 33; Proverbs 3:33 together in unison. Ready? 
Read.

“The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked but he blesseth the habitation of 
the just.”

Now, I want to also read that from the amplified Bible. The Amplified Bible says:

“The curse of the Lord is in and on the house of the wicked but he declares joyful 
and favored with blessings the home of the just and consistently righteous” ... “but 
he declares blessed and joyful the home of the just and consistently righteous.”

And I just want to use that as the subject, “Keys to a Happy Home”. “Keys to a 
Happy Home”... you’ll be seeing here in the Scripture that this is God’s will; this is 
God’s plan for us, for us to be happy and blessed at home. I don’t know about you, 
all, but if there’s anywhere I want to be happy, I wanted to be at home. You know, 
certain people are happy at church. I mean, we should be happy at church, but 
actually, I happen to say church would be the overflow from the happiness at home. 
We should just be bringing the church what we’ve been experiencing at home. Some 
people are happy all-out at the ball park. Some people are happy, you know, playing 
golf or some other sports activities. Some people are happy in the gym. But we 
should be the happiest at home. And so, we’re just talking about keys to a happy 
home. 



“Keys to a Happy Home”... I just love that verse in the Amplified that God wants 
our homes blessed and joyful. Blessed and Joyful ... that’s His plan. Turn to your 
neighbors and say, “That’s His plan for us”. That’s His will for us for us to have a 
home that is happy; a home the is blessed. I like something that Greg Laurie said. 
He said, “One of my greatest challenges as a husband and father is to live out in my 
home what I proclaim in the pulpit. In active careers, including the ministry, you 
can be out there trying to save the world yet lose your own home.” That’s so true. 
That is so true that if there is anywhere God wants us to be happy and blessed, I 
truly believe that it’s at home. His blessing, His joy is to be on us at home.

Also I’d like to read another scripture. Flip over to Proverbs 24:3-4. Let’s read those 
2 there; Proverbs 24:3 and 4. Read together in unison with me.

“Through wisdom is a house builded and by understanding it is established and by 
knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches.”

It lets us know that a happy home... Having a happy home is not something that
happens by accident. It’s not something that just happens coincidentally but to have 
a happy home is something that is done with intention; something that happens on 
purpose. This verse in the Amplified Bible, Proverbs 24:3 and 4... It reads this way 
it says,

“Through skillful,” notice that, “and Godly wisdom, is a house, a life, a home, a 
family built and by understanding, it is established on a sound and a good 
foundation and by knowledge, shall the chambers of this every area be filled with be 
filled with all precious and pleasant riches.”

So, it lets us know that it takes skill to build a home, a family, a life and you know I 
would liken that into actually building the physical structure of a house. Not just 
anybody can go out and build a house... the physical structures, the physical 
frames... That – how many of you know that takes some skill? You have to know 
what you’re doing, you know. You got to – You have to be able to prepare the 
foundation and lay that foundation and it takes some skill. It takes skill to be able 
to go out and frame a house and build it. Not many people know how to do it. And 
likewise, it takes skill to build a home, to build a family. And this is what the Bible 
says. You don’t just have half-assed-ly do it, you do it on purpose, you do it with 
intention, you do it with skill, you do it with some knowledge. Some things have to 
be carried out in order for it to be properly built. And so, you need skill. 

Say, “You need skill!” Say, “You need the wisdom of God!” Say, “You need solid, 
Godly principles.” Those are three things that I really feel that these verses let us 
know. You need skill to build a happy home. You need the wisdom of God to build a 
happy home. You need solid, Godly principles to build a happy home. We know that 
so many of our homes today are in disarray and even the ones that are intact are 



not happy. Half of the homes in America have been broken up and the half that 
remain probably, half of those, are not happy. But we understand the reason why is 
because it takes skill, it takes God’s wisdom, it takes solid, Godly principles to build 
a happy home. 

And so I wanted to share some keys that I’ve been thinking about and pondering 
some of the ingredients that make up a happy home. So, I just want to share some 
skill, some Godly wisdom, and some solid, Godly principles to help you to have a 
happy home. Here’s some keys, since we’re talking about keys, to a happy home. 
You know, a real estate agent can give you keys to a house but they can’t give you 
the keys to a happy home. God gives us keys. God gives us keys to a happy home. 
So, let’s look at some keys here that I want to share with you. 

Keys to Having a Happy Home:

1. Make your family a priority. 

My father had this as his mantra for years: “God first, family second,
business, career, job, third”. But that was his motto. I mean, that was his 
statement. That was his value system. “God first, family second, business 
third.” In fact, my father would put so much priority on his family; it was a 
long time before I even realized we owned a business. His priority wasn’t only 
business. Priority was at home. He also lived by this quote that he loved. “No 
amount of success can compensate for failure at home.” 

And so, we have gotten our priorities out of whack, out of the line, though we 
must make sure that our families are a top priority. And if you’re not careful 
with your priorities, it can get out of line, can get shifted and things can go in 
disarray. 

I recall one little bit of humor, I shared it with you one time about this elderly 
couple. This really illustrates how your priorities can get out of whack but 
this elderly couple had gone to this county fair and at the county fair they 
were offering plane rides and the planes rides were $50.00 a piece and so he 
told the couple would be a hundred dollars. And they said, “That’s ridiculous! 
That’s just too much,” you know, “We can’t afford that!” And so, they were 
turning around to walk away. He said, “Hold on! Come back! I’ll tell you what 
I’ll do!” He said, “I’ll take both of you up. Give me the hundred dollars. I’ll 
take both of you up. And if you do not make a sound – You don’t say one word 
during the plane ride, I’ll refund you the hundred dollars.”

And so, the couple... they were just elated because they understood they could 
do that and so they agreed. And so, he took them up and he began doing all 
types of aerial maneuvers in that plane. He was rolling that plane, flipping 



that plane, flying upside-down, diving. He did all type of maneuvers. And so, 
after a while, he finally landed, utterly surprised and he turned around to the 
husband, handed him the hundred dollars back and he said, “Wow! How did 
you do it?” He said, “I just can’t believe you did it!” The husband said, “Well, I 
almost said something when my wife fell out.”

Now, see, he ain’t gotten his priorities. His priorities were out of whack. And 
so, sometimes, we can get out priorities out of the line. So, you have to make 
sure that your family... Turn to your neighbors and say, “Make sure your 
families are priority. Your family has to be a priority.”

Interesting statistic I read... It said, “Parents spend 40% less time with their 
children than parents of previous generations.” So, we’re spending less time 
with our kids than parents of previous generations. It lets us know that 
‘families’ is no longer our priority. I read an interesting incident from a key 
advisor to President Bill Clinton. He walked away from his White House job 
after his ten-year-old wrote him the following note:

The note simply read, “Baseball’s not any fun when there’s no one to 
applaud.”

And that key advisor... He realized that it was time for him to make his 
family a priority. So, make your family a priority. It has to be a priority if we 
are to give it the time and the attention, the work that’s required to have a 
happy home.

Well, here’s another key I would like to share you:

2. Express love and appreciation often.

Express love and appreciation... You know, sometimes when you’ve been with 
a family; been together with somebody for a long time, you tend to take them 
for granted. In fact, sometimes, you can even get tired of them. Try not to 
move too much and nobody know I’m talking about you. But one of the keys 
to having a happy home is to express love and appreciation often. Be happy to 
see one another. I’m going to repeat that. Be happy to see one another! Be 
happy to see one another. 

You know, I’ve tried to make it a principle that whenever I see my wife or 
whenever I see my kids, I’ll brighten up and I’ll let out a loud shout and, in 
most times, I’ll run and give them a hug. I do that upon seeing them for the 
first time after work or when they get home from school. I make a big deal 
out of it. I make a big exclamation. I just shout their name and I do it with 
surprise and enthusiasm with joy and I run and give them a hug. I do that 



every day – day in and day out – because I understand how important it is to 
express love and appreciation and to be excited when you see your family. 
Don’t take them for granted. Be excited! Be excited when you see your family. 
Try to hug your family every day and express appreciation.

There are some things that are... that really happens when you are 
appreciative and grateful for your family. I found three things that happen: 

1. You are more generous and helpful.

When you truly value and appreciate, celebrate your family. It does 
something to you. You become more generous and helpful because 
you know you’re not taking them for granted. You’re celebrating 
them everyday. You’re appreciating them. You become more
generous and helpful.

2. You become more empathetic. 

You’re quicker to understand their prospective. You are more 
understanding. You are able to put yourself in their shoes so your 
perspective is better when you celebrate and appreciate and you’re 
truly grateful for your family. You’re more understanding. 

3. You’re more flexible.

You’re more adaptable. When you truly appreciate, recognize the 
value of your family and celebrate them every day, you’re more 
adaptable; you’re more flexible when you do this.

So those are three things that I found. You’re more generous and helpful. 
You’re more empathetic – quicker to understand. And you’re more flexible 
and adaptable. Studies even show the therapeutic benefits of having close, 
loving relationships. In fact, that’s one of the 8 Pillars of Health that Pastor 
Nathaniel repeats every time he gives a health message. Close, loving 
relationships have been scientifically shown to decrease your chance of 
disease and to cause you to live longer. It’s scientifically proven. There’s 
something about close loving – So that’s why I say it’s vitally important to 
express love and appreciation. Do it every day. Do it as often as you can. That 
is so vitally important.

There have been studies that have even shown that heart patients who have 
had heart attacks that they would just get a dog. Studies show that heart 
patients who had heart attacks are 50% who have dogs; they have a 50% 
lower chance of having a second heart attack than somebody who doesn’t 



have a dog. Why is that? I’ll tell you why it is. That dog is happy to see them 
every day. That dog is wagging this tail, his tongue is hanging out, that dog 
greets them with unconditional love and it does something physically to that 
owner of that dog. So think if you did to family that way. Think if you stood 
on the doorway just wagging your tongue and shaking your tail. 

Express appreciation and love often. That is a dog – Think about it. There is 
no way a dog should cause more therapeutic benefit than your family. And so 
that’s one of the reasons... When I found that about that little fact, that’s one 
of the reasons I grabbed my kids and my wife every day because I understand 
I’m extending my life by showing love and appreciation. Being happy to see 
them... That’s one of the keys that’ll increase your life. That’s one of the keys. 
Turn to your neighbors and say, “Express love and appreciation often.” 

There was even a study done. This was an interesting study but there was a 
study done where they had a wall full of cages from the floor to the ceiling 
and each cage had a rabbit in it and they were doing a study on the effects 
of... they were trying to test some different cholesterol... They were doing a 
cholesterol test. So what they were doing, they were injecting these rabbits 
with cholesterol because they were trying to study the effects of cholesterol 
and doing different scientific studies involving cholesterol.

So, they were injecting all of these rabbits from the floor to the ceiling. They 
were in cages stacked up. They were injecting them with cholesterol. An 
interesting point happened during the study. They found that the cages that 
were closer to the ground – I would say from the ground to halfway up –
those rabbits had much lower cholesterol levels than the rabbits that were 
halfway to the ceiling. So, the lower rabbits had lower cholesterol than the 
rabbits – and they were injecting all the rabbits with the same cholesterol but 
the rabbits closer to the ground... They had much lower cholesterol. And 
here’s what they discovered:

The reason being. The lab attendant was short and when she came in every 
day, she petted the rabbits. She could only reach a certain number of them. 
The ones that she could reach and touch, they are the ones that had lower 
cholesterol than the ones that were stacked up high that she could not reach.

Folks, turn to your neighbors and say, “Grab your family. Grab your children. 
Grab your wife. Grab your spouse.” That’s why it’s so important to hug 
somebody. That’s why when you come to church, we love to hug and greet and 
fellowship even the church is designed as a family that has therapeutic 
benefits because of the fellowship. You’re extending your life when you come 
to church and you hug and shake hands and you greet and you have social 



interaction with one another. You are literally therapeutically enhancing 
your health and extending your life.

That’s why the Bible says “Forsake not the assembly of yourselves together.” 
God knew what he was doing when He assembled the church. That’s why the 
Bible says that he set the solitary into families. He plugs the solitary in the 
families because God knows the therapeutic benefit of social interaction of 
love and appreciation. And so, when you just... Think of your just embracing 
your family at home. You know, when I found out about the rabbits, I told my 
wife to rub my head every day. I said, “Rub my hair! Rub my hair! I need to 
lower my cholesterol. Rub my head daily!” But you see what’s happening? 
That love... It always goes back to what Jesus said. Jesus said, “Love one 
another.” Love is powerful so express love and appreciation every day often. 

And we’ll jump in here and do some more of these keys next time. I just really 
wanted to get started and lay a foundation. Those of you watching by 
television, I want you to go to AirJesus.com.  You can listen to this message –
message # 7458 – Keys to a Happy Home. You can also e-mail it to a friend 
absolutely free of charge. 

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because, 
brother, you need the Word!


