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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

We welcome all of you joining us by Television and those of you joining us at 

AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. We are certainly delighted to have 

you tuned in with us today. 

 

I would like to read just a little humor as I often do. Fred hadn’t been a faithful 

Christian and he was in the hospital near death. His family called their preacher to 

stand with them. And as the preacher stood next to the bed, Fred’s condition 

appeared to deteriorate and he motioned frantically for something to write on. The 

pastor lovingly handed him a pen and a piece of paper and Fred used his last bit of 

energy to scribble a note then suddenly died. 

 

The preacher thought it best not to look at the note at that time so he placed it in 

his jacket pocket, and at the funeral, as he was finishing the message; he realized 

that he was wearing the same jacket that he was wearing when Fred died. And he 

said – You know Fred handed me a note just before he died. I haven’t looked at it 

but knowing Fred, I'm sure there’s a word of inspiration there for us all. He opened 

the note and read, “Please step to your left, you’re on my oxygen tube”. 

 

Open your bibles if you will to the Book of Romans 15:2, let’s read together there in 

unison ready read – or we can actually start with verse 1, we’ll read verse 1 and 

verse 2, ready read, “[1] We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 

weak, and not to please ourselves. [2]Let every one of us please his neighbor for his 

good to edification” and we can actually reading – I actually enjoyed this down to 

verse 6, we’ll read on down to verse 6. “[3] For even Christ pleased not himself; but, 

as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. [4] For 

whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 

through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. [5] Now the God of 

patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according 

to Christ Jesus: [6] That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

And I want to just focus really on verse 1 and 2. “[1] We then that are strong ought 

to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2]Let every one of 

us please his neighbor for his good to edification”. I want to read verse 2 in the 

Amplified Bible, it says, “Let each one of us make it a practice to please, make 

happy, his neighbor for his good and for his true welfare to edify him, to strengthen 

him and build him up.” 

And I just want to use as a subject, “Winning With People”. The Bible has so much 

to say about getting along with people and winning with people, Jesus actually had 

favor with God and with man. In other words, Jesus knew how to win with people. 

In the Scriptures, especially the life of Jesus, he was a master working with people 



and interacting with people. And he gives us some powerful truths and principles 

and keys that will help us in our lives today to win with people. 

And so today, I’ll just lay some foundational things and some ground work and we’ll 

continue on. There are so many keys that I came across and principles operating in 

Scripture and in the life of Jesus that really show us the light of winning with 

people. I love this verse here, in Romans 15:2 in the Amplified, it says, “Let each 

one of us make it a practice to please, to make happy his neighbor for his good and 

for his true welfare, to edify him, to strengthen him and build him up. Notice it says 

– Let each one make it a practice to criticize him, to tear him down. No, notice what 

it says, Let each one make it a practice, you know practice is something that you do 

over and over again. It’s something that we should be doing all the time. And so, 

he’s saying that this is something we should be doing all the time over and over 

again, it actually becomes a way of life for us. 

This is something we should be going about doing in our everyday lives no matter 

where we are, who we come into contact with, we should be doing these things – 

pleasing our neighbor, making them happy for their good, for their welfare, edifying 

them, strengthening them, building them up. Now, so often, we’re so busy trying to 

get happy ourselves, we’re not really thinking about making our neighbor happy. 

We’re too busy trying to get – we’re trying to get our own happiness and we’re 

trying to get our own satisfaction. 

But here’s something that Mark Twain said, that lends itself to the truth of the 

Scriptures, he said the best way to cheer yourself up is to cheer everybody else up. 

And so there’s a powerful principle there, when you follow the scriptures, when 

you’re out trying to make your neighbor happy, when you’re out trying to do 

something good for your neighbor and strengthen them and build them up and edify 

them and please them, you’re actually enhancing your own life. 

Zig Ziglar said, “You can get anything in life if you help other people get what they 

want out of life”. And so, there’s a powerful principle there that the Bible teaches 

that our everyday concern is to make sure that our neighbor is happy, to make sure 

that our neighbor is doing good, to make sure that we are pleasing them and 

building them up and then strengthening them, encouraging them, fortifying them, 

inspiring them, bringing the best out of them. You know, we should be bringing the 

best out of people everyday. That surely struck my spirit. 

Whoever we come into contact with should not be the same after we leave. We 

should make a difference in people’s lives everyday, no matter where we are – Folks 

when you enter a place, the whole room ought to brighten up just because you 

showed up. Just because you came in – your presence, there should be a 

countenance a glow about your presence that just brightens the room. In this 

Scripture – Jesus said it this way, Jesus said—You are the light of the world. You 

are the light of the world, in other words, the world can be a dark, cold, gloomy 



place. But he says – Anybody who has my name, anybody who has my spirit, 

anybody who lives by my word, you are the light of the world. And so you bring 

God’s light, you bring God’s character, you bring God’s personality. No matter 

where you are, you bring it, so we are the light of the world. Turn to your neighbor 

and say, you are the light of the world. 

I read some interesting things in Scripture about that light that Jesus says – We 

are the light of the world. He first says, you don’t have to turn there but in the 

gospel of John 1, it talks about Jesus, when he first comes and it describes him this 

way, it says, “In him was life, and that life was the light of men”. And so I began to 

see that it’s God’s life in us. When we have God’s spirit in his nature, his life in us 

actually shows out in terms of light. It brings light, it brings difference, it makes a 

difference – it brings his character and his nature, and it literally shines as light out 

of our lives. And so it says – In him was life and that life was the light of men. 

Now – then at John – here’s the interesting thing. I love the way Jesus did that. He 

didn’t leave it with him. Turn over to John 8:12 because it and could have been one 

thing just for Jesus to be the light – for him to have the life and for him to be the 

light of the world, that’s one thing but notice what happens in John 8:12, look at 

what happens here, “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of 

the world: (Now, here is where he includes you) he that followeth me shall not walk 

in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” And so there he tells us, now because 

he’s the light of the world, in him was life and that life is the light of man and he 

now says – Anybody that follows me, they’re no longer in darkness, they now have 

the light of life and then in the book of Matthew, you don’t have to turn there, but 

Matthew 5, Jesus now switches it and he now says, “You are the light of the world.” 

You are the light of the world. We have his life – because we have his life, his 

nature, we have his light to shine in the world. And so folks, everyday we ought to 

just be out shining the light. We ought to be out shining the light of God no matter 

where we are. We ought to be out doing good and encouraging people, making 

people happy, edifying people, building them up, pleasing people. We ought to be – 

think about what light does, light brightens, right? So we should be brightening 

people’s day. Not only their day, but we should brighten their life. We should find 

ways to brighten people’s life, to brighten their day, to bring some cheer, to bring 

some joy. Folks we are the light of the world. 

Turn to your neighbor and say – You are the light of the world. And so, we ought to 

make it a point to bring light everywhere we go. And this is one of the things you’ll 

find in terms of winning with people when we manifest the light of God and bring 

his character and begin to cheer people up, begin to please people, to build them up, 

to strengthen them, and to edify them, you will find yourself winning with people. 

I love something that Hebrews 3:13, in NIV it says very simply, “Encourage one 

another daily”. So everyday we are on task. Everyday, you are looking for somebody 



to encourage. Everyday, you are looking for somebody to bless. Everyday, you are 

looking for someone to build up, someone to admonish. 1Thessalonians 5:11 says, 

“Therefore, encourage, admonish, exhort one another and edify, strengthen and 

build up one another”. 

So we’re supposed to be speaking words that uplift people and bless people and 

encourage people each and everyday. Winning with people – there are so many 

ways, there are so many keys that I’ve found. There are so many ways that you can 

win with people. One of those ways is simply the smile. So smile, you know, just a 

big smile will help you to win with people. I first noticed this when we went out and 

did outreach for the ministry here. And I noticed that some doors we were knocked 

on, people would come to the door and they would be very – how can I put it? They 

were not too excited to see us and they will let you know that. 

And so, you know, I ran across a lot of grumpy people but the person I was with, we 

did a little experiment, we said, when we knocked on the door, when we rang the 

doorbell, let’s try to smile really big to see the reaction of that person at the other 

side of the door. And when we did that – without fail, it induced a cheerful smile – 

they couldn’t help it. You can’t resist it. How could you resist me ringing your 

doorbell and I'm looking like this? Good morning! I'm happy to see you. We folks, we 

became irresistible, without fail, every person that came through the door; they 

began to smile when they saw us smiling. 

Smiling is one of those keys that you win with people. You automatically begin to 

win people over just by smiling. There’s a lady in my subdivision, it’s an old lady, 

Indian lady, and she looks to be the grandmother of the family and she walks just 

about everyday and I had never met her, had never really interacted with her and I 

noticed just driving by her as she would walk everyday. One day I just decided to 

smile and wave at her. Now, I knew she was from another culture. I knew she was 

from another part of the world and different race and you know, different ethnicity, 

different language. And so, I knew there were a lot of barriers, different age, you 

know, a lot of barriers between us. And so, she was so stoic and she actually looked 

a little spooky. You know she wears a long flowing dress and I think I have seen a 

scary movie with an old Indian lady there. That’s what’s on my mind. 

So she looked like this lady in the scary movie I had seen and so, I decided to begin 

to wave and smile every time I drove by, and for weeks and for months she would 

just look at me without any response. And finally, one day, I went by and you know 

what, she greeted me with a wave and a smile, and she’s been doing it ever since. 

And now she can’t wait to see my car coming. Sometimes she just gets out at the 

middle of the road. Folks, we ought to bring a little sunshine, we’re the light of the 

world, we ought to brighten people’s day, to brighten people’s life, to encourage one 

another, to build them up, even though she’s a different race from a different part of 

the world, different culture. Folks, I'm telling you, love still speaks any language. 



God’s love speaks, his light shines on any, it breaks any barrier. She understood 

that there was something about me. She understood that she was feeling the light 

of God coming from my life. And so that’s what we ought to do, to win with people, 

that’s one key, is just a smile. Some people go on, they look like they just sucked a 

lemon, but make an effort to smile, make an effort to show it on your countenance, 

smile. In fact, that’s one of the descriptive things about God that he will smile on us 

with his countenance. 

And so, smiling is one of the ways that you win with people. So we will be talking 

about just some different ways to win with people, some different keys and powerful 

things as he lived out – in Jesus’ life. Now, Jesus was a powerful person. Jesus was 

a people person and there was something that Jesus knew and understood. He 

knew and understood about human relationships, about being a blessing and letting 

God’s light shine and no matter who we encounter but Jesus was a powerful 

encourager, he was a motivator, he inspired and instilled the confidence, he blessed 

people and he never turned anybody away. 

Here’s another key – to take time for people. Notice Jesus always took time for 

people. And that meant a lot. He was the disciple’s head of going somewhere. He 

was going somewhere, somebody else came and asked him if he could go to their 

house, he immediately turned going to their house, while he was going to their 

house, somebody else came and pulled him in road, he’ll stop… Notice, Jesus always 

took time. In fact, the disciples got mad because some kids were trying to get to 

Jesus – mothers were bringing their kids and notice what Jesus, said, “No, bring 

them here”. He always took time for people. Notice what he did, notice how he 

encouraged the children, he took the kids in his arms and he said – notice what he 

did psyche of those kids to let them know how important they were and how 

valuable they were. 

He said, “Unless you all become like these little children, unless you become like a 

little child…” Notice the value he inspired in them, the greatness, he began to speak 

over their lives – he held those little kids up, he said – Hey! This is the Kingdom of 

God. This is the Kingdom of Heaven – and unless you become – unless you study 

this child and begin to act with humility and with his joy and with his forgiveness 

and with his love and with his faith and with his trust, unless you adapt yourselves 

and become as one of these, you’re not going… Notice how he built them. He took 

time to build. 

Can you picture those little kids just smiling as they were being held by Jesus? He 

was instilling something in them. So Jesus – he was a people person. He won with 

people because he always took time. He always took time for people. He always took 

time to make people feel important, always make people feel important. 

I read a quote by somebody, it was good. Let me see if I can find it. It says this, “A 

gossip is one who talks to you about other people. A bore is one who talks to you 



about himself. A brilliant conversationalist is one who talks to you about yourself.” 

See, when you make people feel important, when you make people feel important, 

when you talk to someone about themselves, the Bible talks about that, we’ll go in 

the Scriptures, Philippians 2:4 talks about that, being interested in what other 

people are interested in not having your interest in all of yourself but putting your 

interest off yourself and being interested in the interest of other. 

And so, that’s one of the keys into making people feel important. When you give 

them your time, people like the triple A treatment and that’s affirmation, that’s 

appreciation, and one other that I can’t think of. I’ll give it to you next time. But it’s 

a powerful key, it’s a powerful key. 

I want you to go to go to AirJesus.com. You can listen to this message, Message # 

7472, “Winning With People” absolutely free of charge. You can also email it to a 

friend absolutely free of charge. Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers 

of the Word because brother, you need the Word. 


