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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word. [Applause].  We welcome all of you joining us via television and 

those of you joining us at airjesus.com, stay tuned to today’s message.  Now we’d 

like to just read a little humor before we start in today’s message.  And the reason, 

Jack was in front of me coming out of church one day and the preacher was 

standing at the door as he always, he used to shake hands.  The preacher grabbed 

Jack by the hand and pulled him aside.  The pastor said to him, “You need to join 

the army of the Lord.”  Jack replied, “I'm already in the army of the Lord, Pastor.”  

The pastor questioned, “How come I don’t see you, except at Christmas and Easter?”  

Jack answered back, “I'm in the secret service.”  [Laughter] 

Open your bible if you will, to the book of Ephesians, Chapter 5 and let’s read, we’ll 

read Verses 13-17.  When you get there say Amen, Ephesians Chapter 5 beginning 

with Verse 13, let’s read together there in unison.  Ready?  Read.  

“But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever 

doth make manifest is light.  Wherefore he saith, “Awake thou that sleepest and 

arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.”  See then that ye walk 

circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are 

evil.  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.” 

 

I also want to read that from the Amplified Bible.  The Amplified Bible reads at, 

“Look carefully then how you walk.  Live purposely and worthily and accurately, not 

as the unwise and witless but as wise, sensible, intelligent people, making the very 

most of the time buying up each opportunity because the days are evil.  Therefore, 

do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping 

what the will of the Lord is.” 

 

And in that first part it says, “Look carefully then how you walk.  Live purposely 

and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless but as wise, sensible, 

intelligent people.”  So I just want to use that as a subject today, living with 

purpose.  Living with purpose.  Another translation says, “Don’t live carelessly, 

unthinkingly, make sure you understand what the master wants.”  Living with 

purpose.  Turn to your neighbors and say God intend for us to live with purpose. 

 

God wants us to live a purposeful life, a life filled with purpose.  And so we are not 

to just float through life endlessly, meandering around, frittering our lives away on 

things that don’t even matter.  And so we’re not just simply to exist here on earth 

eating and--you know, some people live to eat.  I know several people they live to 

eat.  They live to eat, but that’s not the purpose of life, it’s not to live to eat.  But 

some people are here just to eat, just to breathe, just to take up space.  Some people 

are just taking up space here on earth.  Using and consuming valuable resources 

that we could be using for other things and other people, but God, he wants us to 

live life with purpose.  As you read in that text, our lives ought to have a sense of 
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direction.  Our lives ought to have a sense of direction.  We should know where 

we’re going, we should know what we want to accomplish.  Thomas Carlyle said, he 

said, “The man without a purpose is like a ship without a rudder.” 

 

And I like something that Dr. Benjamin E. Mays said, I have the opportunity to 
visit his home with my family while he was alive.  He was one of the most unique 

individuals.  A very wise man, a philosopher, brilliant thinker and a leader, mentor 

that (00:07:03) and others, but Dr. Benjamin E. Mays said this concerning purpose 

he said, “I would rather go to hell on purpose than to stumble into heaven.”  I would 

rather go to hell on purpose, than to stumble into heaven. 

 

Now from a theological standpoint I don’t exactly agree with that. [Laughter]  You 

know from a theology standpoint, I don’t want to go to hell in any kind of way.  

[Laughter]  And to be honest with you, I’ll be glad to get in to heaven in any kind of 

way. [Laughter]  But on the underlying undertone of what he was saying, he was a 

man filled with purpose.  He was a man who knew where he was going.  He was a 

man who was living life accurately.  He was living life on purpose.  He was living 

life intentionally.  He was living life--he had a course that was set and he was after 

something.  He was purposefully pursuing something.  He was on course, he was on 

task, he knew what he wanted, he knew where he was going, he knew what his 

calling was.  He knew what his purpose was.  And so I understood the underlying 

tone of what he was saying, where our lives ought to be so purposefully driven, that 

we’re not just meandering around, wandering around aimlessly just going through, 

you know just trying to make ends meet. 

 

Did you know for a lot of people, like they’re simply just trying to make ends meet?  

It’s just getting up, going to work, coming home, fussing a little bit and getting up, 

go [Laughter] and you know that cycle repeats all and of course for many, that is 

light.  That is their whole scope of light.  But folks, I want you to know that there is 

something larger to life than that.  There’s something more than life than that.  

Folks you’ve created on purpose, for a purpose.  You were created by God, for God.  

You were created for a reason.  You’re not here by accident.  You’re not here by 

chance.  You are here because you have a divine purpose.  You have a divine gifting.  

God has need of you in the earth and he made you for a reason. [Applause] 

 

And there’s more in your life than just getting up, going through the motions and 

going, laying back down and getting up and just repeating.  Now there’s more to life 

than that.  Oh our heartbeats, so the beat is so in-tuned to the master drummer 

who dictates the purposes of our lives.  We are to be living with purpose. 

 

Purpose -- just to give you a definition of purpose, purpose is something set up as an 

object or end to be attained.  It’s an intention, a desired goal.  To live with purpose 

means to strive towards something, to aim for a goal, to be intentional and 

determined.  So you’re striving for something.  You’re aiming for something.  You 
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know, the Apostle Paul, he was one of the most -- I love him because his life was so 

filled with purpose.  I love to be around people who know their purpose.  I love it 

because they are driven in such a way that it really, it’s almost magnetic.  It calls 

there’s something in you to wish and long for a greater purpose to live for. 

 

And so I love the Apostle Paul’s life, his life was so driven with purpose.  He 

understood his call, he understood the purpose and what he was involved in 

everything that God had done in his life and the grace of God that was on his life 

and in his life and what it was there for, what it was there to accomplish.  And the 

Apostle Paul, he always use the terminology, you know “I pressed toward the mark, 

or the goal.”  He was always going to this other verse, he says, “I don’t run 

aimlessly, but I run with definite aim.  I know the target, I know what I'm called to 

do, I know the purpose of the master, I know why I'm here, I know what lies ahead 

and I know the test at hand.” 

 

I love that, I love that and so, eh also says, “Even as a boxer,” he says, “I don’t 

shadow box.”  He said, “I'm not wasting my time swinging in the air” just you know, 

swinging in air.  He said, “When I swing, I swing and knock your head off.” 

 

See, he had definite aim, he knew exactly--so there was purpose in everything that 

he did.  He was consumed by purpose.  Even in prison.  Even in prison the purpose 

would leave him alone.  The purpose would not leave him alone even in prison.  

Shackled and chained.  And some of the other saints, they would come to visit Paul 

in prison and they will be feeling sorry for him because of his persecution and 

because he was locked up in these dingy dungeons.  But Paul would be so alive with 

(00:13:30) and excitement when they would visit him and he would say, “Look, don’t 

feel sorry for me.”  He said, “I'm exactly where God wants me.” 

 

In fact, he -- and this is what he said, “In fact, while I'm here in prison, they’re 

chaining me the two guards.  They are chaining me the two guards and these 

guards rotate shifts every four hours.”  So he says, “I'm getting the opportunity to 

tell these 16 new people a day, and he said, “I'm sharing the gospel of the Lord 

Jesus Christ with 16 new people.” 

 

And he said, “In fact” he said, “I'm convinced in these God so much of the Lord 

Jesus Christ,” they are sharing it throughout Caesar’s household.  He says, “Oh God 

has me right here.”  Paul was so alive.  He was so alive with purpose.  Even in jail, 

his purpose didn’t stop.  It didn’t seize.  He was alive with his calling, with his 

purpose, he knew his aim, he was on test, he was on target, it was the hard beat of 

him everyday, it was the breath he took everyday.  It was his purpose, it was what 

he live for, no wonder he said, “To live is Christ, to live is Christ, to live is Christ.”  

He understood his purpose.  He understood his purpose, to live is Christ.  To live is 

Christ, how can you bother a man who’s life is Christ?  To live is Christ, that was 

his purpose everyday.  To live is Christ, to live is Christ. 
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I was so convicted during our men’s revival that we have last week especially after 

our first speaker, the evangelist E.J. Hicks.  He is so filled with purpose for winning 

a loss.  He is so filled with it that he said that he will get up at 2 o’clock in the 

morning, and if he hadn’t met the quota for souls, he was supposed to win for that 

week, he will get out of bed at two in the morning, to hit the streets, and so there’s a 

lost soul. 

 

I got to reach my quota.  He was driven.  He’s driven by a purpose for winning the 

loss.  He’s living for something larger than himself, he’s living for something larger 

than himself, and this is what living with purpose is all about.  You’re living for 

something that’s bigger than you are, that’s larger than you are.  When you find out 

what God has put you here for, you have and you go after that purpose with 

everything that you have.  And so, he just convicted me in the way that he had such 

a burden for the loss and that’s his purpose to win the loss, that somebody might be 

saying that he can prevent somebody from going to hell. 

 

I recall a man, he was on death row, and a priest came to menace the salvation to 

him.  And after the priest finished with him, the priest was walking away in the 

prison and he says, “Excuse me, Father before you leave.”  He said, “Do you really 

believe what you just told me?”  The priest said, “Yes, I do believe.”  He said, “Well if 

it’s true about hell,” he said, “I would crawl 20 miles over broken glass to keep one 

person from going.”  He said, “If it’s true what you’re saying about hell, I will crawl 

20 miles over broken glass to keep one soul from going down.” 

 

Folks we’ve got a greater purpose of what we realize.  We’re so wrapped up in 

mundane things, trying to pay the bills and keep the lights on, and God has send us 

an “Oh my God.  I put all the eternity on the inside of you.  I’ve deposited the Holy 

Spirit, I’ve given the gift of my son, there’s a dying world, there’s a dark world that 

don’t know my love, that don’t know my word that is not familiar with me as their 

heavenly father.  And I put all that on the inside of you to live your purpose, to live 

out my purpose through you, and you worrying about paying the rent.  You’re 

worrying about keeping the lights on.  You’re worrying about you’re going to fix for 

dinner.” 

 

Folks, when you realize that there’s something greater and larger in life than just 

us, something that we are a part of, it will change the way you live, it will change 

the way you live.  Rick Warren said that his father, in his dying days, he had 

cancer.  He had been in the hospital for a long time, and he only had a couple of 

days left to live.  And he said he noticed his father kept throwing his feeble legs over 

the side of the bed.  He kept trying to get up, and his wife and his son, they kept 

putting him back in the bed, holding him down and he just kept struggling for 

trying to get up.  He had been doing this for a couple of days or weeks and finally he 
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asks his dad and he said, “Dad, why do you keep trying to get up?”  And this is what 

his father said, he said “I want to win one more for Jesus.”  [Applause] 

 

He said, “I want to win one more for Jesus.”  He said, “I want to win one more for 

Jesus.  I want to win more for Jesus.”  That was his dying wish.  He had lived his 

life so much on the battlefield for Christ.  It was a part of his make up, he couldn’t 

even die without winning one more for Jesus.  That was on his mind, even on his 

deathbed, he wanted to win one more for Jesus.  And when he found out that it’s--

they wouldn’t let him go because he was so ill and so frail.  He laid his hand on Rick 

and he say, “You win one more for Jesus.”  And there’s no accident to that, it’s no 

accident Rick won as written.  The largest selling book in history, outside of the 

Bible of course, on living a purpose for your life.  Living a purpose for your life. 

 

Well part of that came from his father, when he laid hands on him and said, win one 

more for Jesus.  Win one more for Jesus, win one more for Jesus.  Folks, we’re 

talking about living with purpose, living with intensity, living on purpose, living 

accurately and this is what the Bible said now.  I'm not making this up, you all 

write that right there in Ephesians Chapter 5, we read that beginning in verse 13 

through 17, it says, “Don’t live aimlessly, don’t live carelessly, don’t just wander 

around but live sensible, intelligent, on purpose, accurately.  Live with a target, 

with that aim, with a definite pursuit.”  Live on purpose, live with intention.  You’re 

intentionally doing some things on purpose because you are called, you have a 

purpose.  You have a calling, and you are not haphazardly just here.  I'm going to 

say that again, you are not haphazardly just here, but yet we live so often 

haphazardly in our lives. 

 

We just go with whatever was blowing.  What you’re doing tomorrow, I don’t know.  

What you're doing?  Where do you all want to go?  [Laughter]  [Applause] 

 

Let me give you a few things that our text does in Ephesians 5:13 through 17.  

These are a couple of things I noticed.  Our text challenges us to number one, it 

challenges us to examine our lives.  It challenges us to examine our lives.  I read 

some things in the Amplified—I’m going to read some of those things again.  Notice 

what it says, it says, “Look carefully then how you walk.  Live purposefully and 

worthily and accurately.  None as the unwise and witless but is why sensible and 

intelligent people making the very most of the time, buying up each opportunity 

because the days are evil.  Therefore, do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, 

but understanding and firmly grasping what the will the Lord is.”   

 

And so number one, this text challenges us to examine our lives.  Give your life wise 

thought.  Give your life some thought, give your life careful consideration.  Give 

your life a wise thought, give your life careful consideration.  Socrates says, “The 

unexamined life is not worth living.”  So this text challenges us to examine our 

lives.  Examine your life, give your life some thought, give your life careful 
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consideration, ask yourself some questions.  What am I doing?  What am I doing?  

Why am I doing what I'm doing?  Where am I going?  Why am I going there?  Ask 

yourself some questions.  What am I accomplishing?  Is my life significant?  Am I 

making a difference?  Examine your life, “The unexamined life is not worth living.”  

This text commands us, it forces us to take a hard look at the life we’re living, and 

ask yourself some hard question.  Why am I here?  What does God want me to do?  

Am I doing what God wants me to do?  Am I living in my purpose?  Am I living in 

God’s purpose for my life, or am I just living my life? 

 

Ask yourselves some hard questions, so examine yourselves, bring thoughtful 

consideration to the life that you’re living, that’s just the first thing.  We’re going to 

do part two of this next time.  Those of you who are watching my television, I want 

you to go to airjesus.com, you can listen to this message, message number 7479 in 

its entirety.  You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge.  Living with 

purpose, I want you to live your life with purpose.  Thank you so much for joining 

Brothers of the Word, because Brother you need the word.  [Applause] 


