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Have you lost your zeal and then you’ve lost excitement about life?  Some people 

live their lives where in the morning they wish it was night and at night they wish 

it was morning. 

 

Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word.  

Praise God, well, we welcome all of you joining us by AirJesus.com those of you 

joining us by television stay tuned to today’s message.  We’re doing part 2, 

something we shared last week entitled “Living with Purpose”.  Open your Bible if 

you will over to the Book of Ephesians chapter 5.  The Book of Ephesians chapter 5 

is the text we begin and we use as our foundational text.  The scripture of 

Ephesians chapter 5 and we will just read.  Last time we read 13 through 17.  We 

will just start at verse 15 through 17. 

 

Ephesians chapter five verse 15 through 17.  I'm going to actually -- you can read it 

in whatever translation you have.  We will not actually just read it directly from the 

Amplified Bible.  It reads so much clearer from the Amplified Bibles so you can just 

read along in the King James or whatever version you may have.  From the 

Amplified Bible we’ll begin with verse -- Ephesians chapter 5:15.  It says, “Look 

carefully then how you walk, live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as 

the unwise and witless but as wise, sensible, intelligent people making the very 

most of the time buying up each opportunity because the days are evil.  Therefore 

do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish but understanding and firmly grasping 

what the will of the Lord is.” 

 

Another translation reads that last part.  It says, “Don’t leave carelessly, 

unthinkingly but make sure you understand what the master wants.”  And so we’re 

using as a subject “Living with Purpose, part two.  I also like something the apostle 

Paul said you don’t have to turn them in first Corinthians chapter 9, verse 26.  In 

one translation he says this.  He says, “I run straight to the goal with purpose in 

every step.”  And so we begin to talk about last time that we’re not to float through 

life aimlessly.  We’re not to just further away our lives on meaningless things and 

just live like vicariously and just following whatever our feelings dictate and just 

we’re just kind of going with the flow and blowing through life and don’t really have 

any real meaning or purpose or understanding.  No real aim, no real goals, just kind 

of floating wherever the wind blows us. 

 

Now we’re not just to flow through life like that.  We said last time that some people 

live for a variety of different reasons.  Some people live just to eat.  I have a distant 

relative like that.  She lives just -- well I won’t say just but eating is really 

important to her.  If you ever want to get her to go somewhere with you just 

mentioned the day will be full sir and she will be there and she drives miles.  She 

drives at no more than 50 to 60 miles just to eat so she loves eating.  I've been in 

different places eating with then.  I see her at the end of the meal.  I see her with 
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the neck and she be putting a drumstick, chicken drumstick in that napkin and 

she’ll be fixing all of her stuff off the girl. 

 

But she loves she loves to eat and I had picked at her for years, for her enjoyment of 

food.  But that’s I can tell that she lives to eat.  She gets a great kick out of eating.  

There’s nothing wrong with that.  I think we should enjoy some food but don’t let 

that be your single purpose.  Don’t let that be your single purpose or your main aim 

in life.  I remember I used to have a co-worker and this guy he only lived for the 

weekends.  He used to talk all week long about “Man, what are you going to do this 

weekend?”  What you're got to do this weekend.  He loved the weekend.  He lived for 

the weekend.  That was his whole purpose in life making it to the weekend. 

 

But folks, you know that’s not the way life is supposed to be lived.  We’re suppose to 

have some purpose in life not just living to consume resources, just to eat, just to 

breath and to take up space but we’re to live because we have purpose, because 

there is something bigger than ourselves that we believe in.  There’s something 

bigger than us and when you tap in to the bigger future that you are here as a part 

of plan that’s bigger than you are.  You are part of something that’s much larger 

than you are.  That you are inextricably bound to the divine purpose of almighty 

God and he has called you at this time into this place.  He has gifted you with a 

certain set of abilities and gifts and talents and a certain physical makeup, mental 

makeup.  He has designed you and he has put you here not by accident and not 

haphazardly but he has put you here to be a part of fulfilling a divine purpose in 

your life that’s a part of the bigger future, the grand scheme of things and so it’s 

really an awesome thought to think that you are here for something bigger than 

yourself.  Turn to your neighbors that you’re here something bigger than yourself. 

 

You are here for -- you’re here for divine purpose.  You're here for divine purpose.  

You're not here just to live for the weekend, not here just to live to eat but you are 

here for a divine purpose.  Someone said that death is not a great tragedy but a life 

with no purpose is.  Someone else said, “An unused life is an early death.”  And I 

want you all to think about this one day you will have to stand before God.  And I 

want you to think about this.  Is God going to say to you, “Well done.”  Or is he 

going to say to you “Well?” 

 

We don’t want to stand before God and then God is scratching and he says, “Well?”  

We want God to say well done, well done, a life well lived.  Reed Warren said this.  

He said, “God is going to ask you to two questions?”  When you stand before him, he 

says he’s going to ask you, number one, what did you do with my son Jesus?  

Number two he’s going to ask you, what did you do with the gifts I gave you?  What 

did you with the gifts I gave you, the talents I gave you, the resources I gave you, 

the energy I gave you, the ideas that I gave you?  What did you do with the life I 

gave you?  What did you do with the time I gave you?  What did you do with the 

money I gave you?  What did you do with the resources I gave you? 
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There is going to-- folks, we have to be accountable for these lives that we’re living.  

We have to accountable so God is going to ask us those two questions.  I heard 

Bishop Dale said, he says one prayer that he started to pray is this, “Lord, help me 

to do all the things I will wish I had done when I stand before you.  Lord, help me to 

do all of the things that I will wish I had done when I stand before you.”  Folks get 

that prayer in your mind.  Get that in your heart.  One day you’re going to have to 

stand before God.  And pray that prayer, “Lord, help me to do now while you got the 

time, while you got life, help me to do all the things I will wish I had done when I 

stand before you.” 

 

I read something interesting by an unknown author and he says, “Do more than 

just talk say something.  Do more than think reflect.  Do more than listen 

understand.  Do more than hear, listen, do more than read, absorb, do more than 

look, observe, do more than touch, feel, do more than exist, live.  In other he was 

saying live with purpose, live with purpose, live with purpose.  If you find yourself 

bored with life, have you?  If you don’t have a burning desire to get up every 

morning and then get started you probably have lost sight of purpose for your life.  

If you’ve lost your zeal and if you’ve lost your excitement about life and if you can't 

wait to get started everyday.  Some people live their lives, the Bible tells them but 

there are some people live their lives where in the morning they wish it was night 

and at night they wish it was morning, dreading life and the Bible says you’ve lost 

sight of purpose if you're not bounding out of bed with excitement, and joy and 

gladness well you can't wait to get started in accomplishing, in doing things that 

God has called you and commission you to do of your life isn’t filled with great sense 

of purpose. 

 

I like something that I read by Joy --, Joy said this.  She says, “Nothing energizes us 

like having a clear vision of what were supposed to be doing.  We have to work in 

order to survive but meaningless work wears us out.”  The world is filled with tired, 

worn out people and most of us do to people who go through the motions of life yet 

they have not found their purpose.  People go to the motions of life worn out, tired 

because they have not found their purpose.  Folks, your purpose will energize you.  

Your purpose will energize you. 

 

In fact, I've read some interesting things dealing with the holocaust that the Jews 

went through.  They found that the Jews went though a severe persecution who 

lived through it.  They live through it because they had a great purpose.  They had 

great purpose and expectancy for things in life after the holocaust.  Those were the 

ones who made it through because they had purpose in their minds and in their 

hearts.  Even science even tells us that that even certain cancer patients will 

survive and cancer will go on remission when the person who is diagnosed when 

they have great purpose in life.  One doctor he actually does a test.  He asked his 

patient, “Do you want to live to be a hundred?” 
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And he said if they say yes he has noticed that those are the ones with a cancer goes 

in a remission and they live a long time because they have a great sense of purpose.  

But those who are ready to give up and then they really don’t have a reason to live 

they don’t make it because purpose energizes us.  Purpose gives us meaning in life.  

It gives us a reason to live.  It gives us a reason.  I want to go home.  Your purpose, 

your purpose, they said that even prisoners most prisoners who serve, who are 

serving life sentences they sleep 12 to 14 hours a day because they have no purpose.  

They have no reason to get out of the bed.  They don’t have anything to look forward 

to, nothing to do, purpose, purpose leaving a life without purpose.  I read something.  

Actually I didn’t read something but I actually heard one of the most successful 

college coaches of all time and his name is Lou Holtz and he was one of the most 

successful college -- most celebrated coaches of all time.  He finishes career at Notre 

Dame.  And I recently heard him speaking.  He shared some his life principles and I 

wrote them down because they were really worthy of much thought and 

consideration.  And he said these four things.  He said, “Every person needs four 

things.  Every person needs four things.  Number one, they need something to do.  

Number two, they need someone to love.  Number three, they need someone to 

believe in, speaking of our relationship with God.  Number four, they need 

something to look forward to.” 

 

Every person needs those four things.  I thought they were really worthy of 

considerations.  I wrote them down and I’ve been pondering and I’m thinking about 

him and I’ve been trying to really see if that’s true.  And so far, it makes pretty good 

sense.  You think about it.  Write them down and think about it.  Every person 

needs four things and it’s something to do, someone to love, someone to believe in, 

something to look forward to.  And he also had these -- he also had these three 

principles to live by three things that he based his life on three things that will calls 

you to be successful in life.  He said, “Number one, do what’s right.  Do what’s 

right.”  Everybody say, “Do what’s right.”  “Number two, do your very best.”  

Everybody say, “Do your very best.”  “Number three, treat others the way you want 

to be treated.”  Do what’s right.  Do your very best.  Treat others the way you want 

to be treated. 

 

I read something that deals with the third thing.  He said, “Treat other people the 

way you want to be treated.”  I read something very powerful that George 

Washington cover said in that regard.  He said this -- he said, “How far you go in 

life depends on your being tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, 

sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the weak and strong because 

someday you will have been all these.  And someday, you will have been -- in all of 

those different stages of life and someday you would have been young, old, weak, 

strong -- he said, “Be compassionate with all of those because someday you’re going 

to passed that those -- you’re going to be in those places in life in each of one of 
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those places.  So be compassionate with people who end those places because one 

day you yourself would be in those places.” 

 

So, I really appreciated those three things.  Do what’s right.  Do your very best.  

Treat others the way you want to be treated.  My father had a very similar 

philosophy.  He was taught by his parents to work hard.  It does very similar to 

what Lou Holtz said and that’s similar to do your very best.  He said, “Work hard.”  

Be honest.  That’s similar to what Lou Holtz said.  He says, “Do what’s right.”  

That’s similar to being -- you know being honest.  And he also said, “Cheat good 

company, work hard, be honest, cheap good company and those were the guiding 

principles of my father’s life and that would have pass down to him throughout 

generations.  But I thought there was very note where the four things that every 

person needs, and three principles to guide your life by. 

 

And so Living with Purpose is something to we have to really stop and examine our 

lives, and just see where we are.  We mentioned last time there are some question 

you want to ask yourself.  You want to ask yourself, “Who am I?  What am I doing?  

Where am I going?  Am I making a difference?  Is the world better because I am 

here?  What legacy am I living?  Benjamin Franklin said every night before he went 

to sleep, he asked himself this question.  “What good have I done today?  What good 

have I done today?”  That was a part of his purpose.  He understood that a part of 

his existing.  He wanted to do good.  He wanted to make a difference everyday.  

What good have I done today? 

 

Some experts suggest to help you to live a more purpose filled lives.  Some experts 

suggest that you life backwards and they would know what they mean by this.  

They mean, you should write your obituary right now while you’re living.  You write 

your own obituary.  Because if you write your own obituary, it gives you a picture, it 

causes you to think number one.  It causes, you think of who you want to be 

remembered as, that the kind of person you want to be remembered as.  That it also 

cause you to think and let you know to some goals over type of things you want to 

accomplish. 

 

And so it gives you an idea of the life you want to represent, so experts say, “Write 

your own obituary then live life backwards.”  Because if you try end up, fulfilling 

what you have written about yourself, and so it gives you a wonderful purpose when 

you could say this was when I wanted to be known as when I leave this place.  This 

is the legacy I want to leave.  This is the life I want to live, and these were the 

things I want to accomplish.  This is who I want to be known as.  You write your 

own obituary, then you begin to live life backwards from your own obituary. 

 

Alfred Nobel, he had an instance in his life where his brother died, and the 

newspapers got it mixed up.  They thought it was Alfred who had died.  And so they 

wrote Alfred obituary and put in the paper, and so Alfred Nobel read his own 
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obituary because they had mistaken him for his brother.  And when he read the 

obituary, the obituary only talked about the fact that he had invented dynamite and 

how dynamite had been used in wars, and how it kills people, and been a 

destructive force in the earth.  And he said when he read that, it challenge him to 

change his life because that’s not what he wanted to be known for.  He didn’t want 

his life to represent a destructive force that causes death.  And he said he rewrote 

his own.  He rewrote his own life. 

 

Winston Churchill said, “My future is going to be very kind to me because I intend 

to write it.  Alfred Nobel after reading what was written about him, he went on to 

establish the Nobel Peace Prize, the Nobel Economics Prize, the Nobel Medical 

Prize, all that he got prizes in every facet of life.  His life changed after he read his 

own obituary.  We’re out of time folks.  I want you to go to airjesus.com.  You can 

listen to this message.  Message number 7480, Living with Purpose Part 2.  You can 

also email this to a friend absolutely free of charge.  Thank you so much for joining 

us today at Brothers of the Word because Brother you need the Word.  [Applause] 

Praise God.  Praise him. 

 

What we’re going to do.  We’re going to do part three next time.  I have quite a bit to 

share.  I’ve been digging into this and I said Lord, “This is really something.  We got 

a lot to give account of with our lives.  And God wants us to have so much meaning.  

He wants our lives stand for so much, and to count for so much.  Oh, folks when you 

understand it now -- now I’m getting ahead of myself because now I’m getting into 

next week’s message, and I’m getting in and I’m see the messages are already in 

this.  I’m already getting into the next week’s message [Applause]. 

 

When you understand that you are God’s hands, your life is intended to be God’s 

feet.  That God wants to operate through your life to fulfill his purpose, to fulfill his 

plan.  He’s more than you being able to pay your life bill.  He’s more than you figure 

now what’s going to be for dinner.  He’s more than that folks.  You’re part of 

something big.  You’re part of something bigger.  Your life matters.  Your life means 

something.   Your life is important.  You were here by design.  You were here on 

purpose.  Four purpose. 

 

The Bible says, “All things were created by Christ for him, by him, -- Oh, Men I’m 

excited about that.  I’m excited about that.  [Applause]  I’m excited about that.  

[Applause]  Men, I’m excited about that.  I wish I could just go ahead and preach 

part two right here but I’m out time.  So you’re all come by the next week and we’ll -

- I‘m sorry I meant part three.  I’m still in part two but I’ve already crossed over to 

part three.  Praise God!  Praise God!  Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  Amen!  Live 

your life with purpose.  Live your life with a purpose.  Live your life with a purpose.  

Be excited when you wake up in the morning.  Be excited when you wake up in the 

morning.  Praise God!  Alright, I better quit.  I better quit for, I just can’t keep going 

on.  It’s just oozing out on me like -- It’s like honey in the sponge just oozing out.  
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[Laughter] If you all press me I’ll keep going [Laughter].  Be excited men, be excited 

when you wake up in the morning.  Be excited when you wake up in the morning.  

Be excited when you wake up in the morning. 

 

Now, I’m getting way ahead of myself.  One of your purposes in life is to glorify God, 

to worship him and to love him.  It’s one of your main purposes in life.  So when you 

wake up in the morning, you should be so excited about your relationship with God.  

You can’t wait to praise him.  You can’t wait to worship him.  That’s why you’re 

here.  That’s why you’re here.  That’s one of the reasons you were here.  He said, “If 

my people don’t praise in the rots of triumph, ain’t  no rot going to cry in my face.  

[Applause] And today that they worship him.  Alright, you all start squeezing me 

now.  Now, you all start squeezing me.  I’m done.  I’m going to set it down.  I’m 

setting it down.  I’m just -- Oh, men I’m so excited about this as the Lord -- I had no 

idea that you were this serious about our lives in the significance that we have to 

bring to this earth the time we’re living in, the time we’re living in.  King -- not a 

king, queen -- I got a thing exactly like the Queen Esther.  So Queen Esther said, 

“For such a time as this, I’m here for such time as this.”  Do you realize you’re living 

on earth for such a time as this, for such a time as this.  You’re going to tap into 

God’s purpose.  You’re going to tap into God’s purpose for your life.  Okay, I promise 

you all I’m done.  I’m done.  I’m done [Laughter].  Alright, I’m having so much fun 

I’m having so much fun.  I’m having a lot of fun.  But it’s so good, it’s good to know 

that God has purpose for you.  He got a plan for you.  Praise God, Amen!  Amen!  

Amen!  [Applause] 


