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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us via television and those of you 

joining us at AirJesus.com stay tuned to today’s message, we’re doing part four of 

something was begin a few weeks ago entitled “Living with Purpose”.  We’d like to 

share just a little humor before we begin today. 

 

A little girl asked her mother, “Can I go outside and play with the boys?”  Her 

mother replied “No, you can’t play with the boys they’re too rough.”  The little girl 

thought about it for few moments and asked, “If I can find the smooth one can I play 

with him?” 

 

My wife told me that joke was not funny.  But I took a risk anyway and brought it 

up.  I was like this is the only joke I got, I got to go and go--.  Open your bible if you 

will to the Book of Ephesians.  Book of Ephesians chapter five and we’re as text 

Ephesians 5:15-17.  You can read it whatever version you have and I’ll read it—I’m 

actually going to read it in the Amplified bible, Ephesians 5:15-17.  And it reads, 

“Look carefully then how you walk.  Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, 

not as the unwise and witless, but as wise, sensible, intelligent people.  Making the 

very most of the time buying up each opportunity, because the days are evil, 

therefore, do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and 

firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is.” 

 

And we just love their first part and says look carefully then how you walk live 

purposefully and worthily and accurately.  And so, we’re using as the subject for 

this series, living with purpose.  Living with purpose and this is part four.  Living 

with purpose part four. 

 

Another translation says don’t live carelessly, unthinkingly make sure you 

understand what the master wants.  And so, we’ve been talking about not floating 

through life endlessly, living by curiously just sort of following whichever way the 

wind is blowing and doing whatever comes up, but living with purpose.  Living with 

purpose, doing something on purpose, having a goal in my vision, living life on 

purpose where our life has meaning, where our life has significant. 

 

Somebody said that success is something we do for ourselves, but significance is 

something we do for others.  And so, our lives are to have significance.  Our lives are 

to be meaningful to be purposeful, where your life counts.  Your life counts.  You’re 

in the earth for a reason.  You’re not just haphazardly here, it's not by accident.  

You’re here for a reason.  You have divine purpose.  God’s glory is only inside of all 

of us.  And so God wants to reveal his expression through us in the earth.  All of us 

have a part to play.  You all have something somebody needs, the earth, there’s a 

part of God that he hides in every human being and when we express it, we fulfill 

our purpose in the earth and we bring glory to God.  And so, when we don’t live a 
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purposeful life, we are now rubbing somebody of the gift of God that he put in us to 

share with the world.  

 

And so, it is so vitally important for us to live with purpose and we see so many 

people today, they don’t have a clue what life is about?  They don’t have a reason to 

be alive and I want you to know people die quicker when they don’t have a reason to 

be alive, when they don’t have a purpose.  Man, I’m telling you getting you a 

purpose, your purpose will keep you healthy, it will keep you well when you’re 

flowing in your purpose.  There is something about your purpose that energizes you.  

That it gives you focus.  I mean, your purpose is something that is powerful force 

that God wants to operate and use in our lives. 

 

I actually heard the woman speak this week, a powerful lady.  She was a 

grandmother, but she was so full of purpose that she had my full attention.  And I 

said, “This grandma got some spark.”  This grandma is tough.  She was a grandma, 

but her name--she has an interesting name.  Her name is Halice, which is a 

combination of hale and ice, Halice, her middle name is Sparky, I don’t know if that 

was her nickname and she call her middle name Sparky and he last name is 

Bridges.  And she says her name Bridges is to take people from where they are to 

where they should be. 

 

And so she had a point when she says Sparky is to add some spark to folks lives and 

spark people into their purpose and into the destiny, and so, she really captivated 

me and I just loved her, but let me give you a little bit of her story.  She shared a 

powerful story and actually her story has--she wrote and put it—and it was actually 

published in one of the Chicken Soup for the Soul books.  But she had a powerful 

purpose and story about purpose living with purpose and living a life of service in 

purpose, but she said back in 1980, God gave her the idea to begin to go around and 

influence people.  Touch people’s lives, letting them know that they are special, that 

they are important, that there is greatness in them.  And that they have dreams 

and she began to encourage their dreams. 

 

And so she came out with an idea that God gave her and the idea she had a ribbon 

made, a blue ribbon and have the words on it.  Who I am makes a difference.  And 

so, she start going up to individuals and she said, “You know I want to honor you.  I 

want to honor you because who you are makes a difference.  And I’m proud of you 

and I encourage your dreams.  I think you are it and I want you to know that there 

is greatness in you and I’m just so proud of you,” and she says she begin to do that, 

and said, “If you don’t mind I want to put this ribbon above your heart.  Just to 

honor you and it says, “Who I am makes a difference.” 

Everybody repeat that after me.  “Who I am makes a difference.”  Folks you can’t 

live life the same.  When you realize who you are makes a difference.  In fact, if you 

let that resonate down into heart and spirit, it will drive your life to want to make 

difference, because you realized who I am makes a difference.   
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And so, she came up with the system that is sort of a hybrid system, similar to the 

movie “Pay it Forward.”  And so, she came up with an idea where whenever she 

would honor someone she would give them three extra ribbons to go and honor 

three more people.  And so, the idea of (00:09:35) and the school teacher in New 

York, New York City.  She decided to honor her graduating class.  She had 30 

students and she went to each one and she said I want to honor you because I want 

you to know who you are makes a difference.  And I encourage your dreams and I 

cheer for your dreams, and I want you to know that there is greatness in you and 

I’m proud of you.  She did all of her 30 students that way and she says, “Here’s one 

of the thing I want you to do,” she said, “I’m going to give you three ribbons and I 

want you to go and do likewise and share this message with others.” 

 

And those students, one student in particular, he went to an executive at a company 

who had helped with him with his career counseling, have been a mentor to him 

and the student to him and he says, “I want to honor you.  I want to place this 

ribbon on heart, this is who I am makes a difference because you made a difference 

in my life.  And I what you to know I cheer for your dreams and I encourage you.”  

And he said, “I want you to do one thing.  Here two more ribbons I want you to go 

and honor two more people and let me know what happens.” 

 

And this junior executive, he took the two ribbons and he went to his old grouchy 

boss.  He went to the big boss of the company who was grouching, he was hard on 

everybody.  He was mean, he was cruel.  And this junior executive walk in his office 

and says, “Excuse me sir, I would like to honor you.  I have a ribbon here that says 

who I am makes a difference and I want to honor you because you’re special.  I want 

to thank you for starting this company and giving me a job and I want you to know 

that I cheer for your dreams and that you are powerful and you are great.”  And he 

honored him and he placed it above his heart and says, “Sir, I want to ask you to do 

one thing for me, I have one ribbon left and I want it to give it to you for you to 

honor somebody else.” 

 

And that CEO went home that evening and he went to his 14- year old son’s room.  

And he says, “Son I normally come fussing at you about your grades and about 

cleaning up and this and that,” but he said, “Today I want to honor you.  I want you 

to know that you make a difference because of who you are and I’m proud of you 

and I cheer your dreams.  And I encourage you, there is greatness in you and I love 

you.”  His 14-year old son begins to weep uncontrollably.  And as he was weeping 

uncontrollably he got up; he went to his desk, he went to his dresser drawer and 

pull the drawer open and he pull out a gun.  He said, “Dad I was going to commit 

suicide tomorrow because I don’t think you loved me.  I don’t think you cared about 

me.  He said now I don’t have to.” 
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Who you are?  Who you are?  Who you are makes a difference.  Who you are, turn to 

your neighbor again and said “Who you are makes a difference.”  Who you are 

makes a difference.  Whom I am makes a difference.  Say that one more time, “Who 

I am makes a difference.”  Folks, we are all carriers of Gods presence, God’s 

anointing.  God’s glory and we are to be uplifting people, encouraging people, 

cheering for people’s dreams.  Helping people build hope. 

 

In fact, so many young people are having so many problems and doing so many 

wicked things because they don’t know who they are.  They don’t have anybody who 

believes in them.  They don’t have anybody who shows any concerns who cares.  

What if God’s people begin to touch the next generation?  Letting them know who 

you are makes a difference.  That God has gift at you, you have a purpose and 

somebody in the earth that needs that you have.  That’s treasure on the inside of 

you. 

 

Now I want to cheer for your dreams and I want to encourage you.  I want you to 

reach your potential.  Who I am makes a difference, who I am, who I am makes a 

difference.  And that’s what living with purpose is all about when you realize, you 

should have make a difference in the lives of other people.  You’re here to make a 

difference in the lives of other people. 

 

Well, in this text that we’ve been studying now.  We begin this text at three things 

to us in Ephesians 5:15-17, number one, it says to us to examine your life, examine 

your life.” And we said you examine your life by asking yourself a series of 

questions, “Who am i?  What am I doing here?  Where am I going?  Am I making a 

difference?  Am I doing what God put me here to do?  What legacy am I living?  You 

ask yourself a series of questions to examine your life and that’s what the 

description of the text in Ephesians 5, that’s it what called us to do.  It says “Don’t 

live senseless, witless lives but, no be thoughtful and purposeful and accurate in the 

way you live.  And in went on to say don’t live thoughtless.  So give thought your 

life.  Examine you life, examine am I doing what God put me here to do?  Is there 

something more I should be doing?  Am I making a difference and people that I 

come in contact with?  Am I sharing God’s glory at all am I bringing Glory to God?  

Am I in the purpose of which God created me to be in and to do? 

 

So we begin to examine your life that was one of the three things that the text 

encourages us to do.  Examine your life and we won’t go into that we already shared 

quite a bit about that.  But number two, the text calls us to know where you’re 

going.  To have a specific target and then live with purpose.  Know where you going 

have a specific target and to live with purpose.  We talked about the principle of 

know, grow and sow and we won’t go back over that. 

 

I like something that Billy Graham said.  Billy Graham said my one purpose in life 

is to help people find a relationship with God which I believe comes through 
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knowing Christ.  That was Billy Graham said, his one purpose in life and man he 

his stepped with that purpose.  Thank God for Billy Graham.  What a life well live?  

He lived with purpose.  And so the text it manages(ph) us those three things to 

examine your life to live with purpose. 

 

Number three, it manages us to value your time.  Value your time.  It lets us know 

that time is precious, don’t waste it.  M. Scott Peck said, “Until you value yourself, 

you won’t value your time and until you value your time, you will not do anything 

with it.”  So value your time, value yourself first and then you value time and then 

you’ll be able to have a purposeful, meaningful, existence, because you value time. 

 

So the text was very adamant about valuing time because it understands we’ll have 

a short time on earth and if we’re going to make difference.  If we’re going to be of 

any value, if we’re going to live out the purpose in which God created us.  Folks, we 

don’t have a lot of time to do it.  And so every second is precious.  Folks, there are 

people dying everyday.  There are people in misery everyday, so we’re going to make 

difference.  We have to value our time.  We’re going to make a mark.  If we’re going 

to accomplish what God put us here to do, we have to be very disciplined in our time 

management.  Managing our time, valuing time, don’t fritter your life away. 

 

So many people just fritter their lives away on careless things.  How many of you 

feel stupid when sit at home and you watch TV six hours, eight hours.  I used to lay 

on a sofa sometime and watch lifetime all day.  I used to feel like a fool.  You know 

they said lifetime.  Lifetime television, they say this for women, but I enjoyed it.  I 

mean, they have someone who’s crazy of movies on lifetime.  And I use in some 

(00:19:38) so wrapped up and I was just watching one after you know, because each 

movie that came home behind a person it was the craziest.  So they got crazier and 

crazier and I was just more in trenched and I will wake up and I look up it is 9 

o’clock I ask them.  I’ve waste on the whole day what in the world I’m doing.  You 

know you can fritter your life away or nothing.  

 

So the text is you know is calling us to be very careful about valuing your time.  You 

can lose a lot of time only in internet.  There have days I’ve just been on air.  And I 

look up six hours later and say what in the world have I been doing?  You know so 

you’ve going to be careful because to live purposefully existence you’ve got to be in 

control of your time.  You have to be in control of your time because you understand 

there’s a limit to the amount of time that you have in the earth.  And there’s great 

purpose to be accomplished in your life, and so your time becomes your most critical 

asset.  Your time becomes your most critical assets. so you have to guard and 

manage your time. 

 

H. Brown he says, “Don’t say you don’t have enough time.  You have exactly the 

same number of hours per day that were given to Helen Keller, Luis Pasteur, 

Michael Angelo, Mother Teresa, Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas Jefferson, Albert 
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Einstein, and would add on to that list George Washington Carver, and Martin 

Luther King Jr.  You have the same time.  That was given to them, and so, we have 

to really guard our time.  Guard your time, if you want to live with purpose.  You’re 

going to live purposeful life.  Those were the three things that the text and manage 

us to do that. 

 

Somebody else wrote this I forgot to write the author’s name down, but he says, 

“Don’t brood, get busy living and loving because you don’t have forever.”  Now when 

I read that I wasn’t sure what brood meant.  So I when looked it up, brood means to 

contemplate, keep rehearsing something over and over in your mind and in this 

normally something negative whereas a regret or past failure or hurt and you just 

can’t over, and what it does it holds you, it locks in a position where you’re standing 

still and you’re losing time.  You can’t go forward in life because you’re so hurt of 

what someone has done.  What has happened to you and you’re so been on the 

shape and you’re stucked on it.  And it will have you stuck in life, and so what this 

all this is, he says “Hey don’t brood get busy living and loving because you don’t 

have forever.”  And otherwise he said time is of essence, time is precious.  There are 

meaningful things that you need to accomplish and doing life and be a part of in life 

and if you will waste your time being stucked in a past hurt or failure or regret, 

that’s a waste of time. 

 

Let me give you some other things that are waste of time.  Worry is a waste to time.  

That’s a waste to time.  Guilt is a waste of time.  So you messed up.  That’s okay, 

repent, give up and let’s move on, folks we’ve got to stuff to do.  We’ve got to 

accomplish some things here.  Guilt is a waste to time.  Anger is a waste to time.  

You can’t sit around for months which and poke out because somebody didn’t speak 

to you, somebody didn’t--folks that’s a waste of time.  That’s the waste of your 

creativity.  That’s a waste of the purpose of God on the inside of your life. 

 

Here are some other things that are waste to time.  Blame is a waste to time.  

Blame on other folk, you can’t control of the folk.  The only person you can control is 

you.  You control you.  Listen and forget about it and move on folks.  Here’s a thing 

that we going to do somethings you can’t have, you can’t have all these hindrances 

holding you back, making you stucked in these things that will cause you the waste 

and fritter away your life and your time. 

 

Let me ask you this question.  You had $86,400, if somebody gave you $86,400.00 

everyday and you couldn’t save it, but you had to spend it all in that day, what 

would you do with it?  I have news for you.  That’s exactly how many seconds are in 

everyday 86,400, how you used your time?  We’re out of time.  I want you to go to 

AskJesus.com and you can listen to this message. 
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Message number 7482 Living with Purpose Part 4.  You can listen it in its entirety, 

absolutely free of charge, you can also email it to a friend.  But thank you so much 

for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word. 


