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C. Elijah Bronner:  Thank for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word! 

 

We welcome all of you, those of you joining us by television and those of you joining 

us at AirJesus.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  We are doing part five of 

something we began several weeks ago entitled “Living With Purpose.”  And I would 

like to share some humor that we began.  This is kind of funny because last week, 

we began a new series on my jokes. 

 

You know, I’ve been preaching series for years but this is the first time I’ve ever 

done a joke series.  So tonight is part two of a joke series we started last week.  

These are some children’s letters that they wrote to God, just some brief children’s 

letters, and I have a collection of them, probably about 50 of them, so I’ve just been 

doing a few of each weeks, so this is part two of the children’s letters to God.  Let me 

read some of them.  We will read a few of them and then we will do part three next 

week. 

 

Joyce, a little girl named Joyce, she wrote, “Dear God, thank you for the baby 

brother, but what I prayed for was a puppy.”  This young person wrote, “Dear God, 

it rained for our whole vacation, and is my father mad?  He says some things about 

you that people are not supposed to say.  But I hope you will not hurt him anyway.  

Your friend, but I’m not going to tell you who I am.”  Here is one that Tom wrote.  

Tom says, “Dear God, why is Sunday school on Sunday?  I thought it was supposed 

to be our day of rest.”  Here is Bruce, Bruce said, “Dear God, please send me a pony.  

I never have asked for anything before.  You can look it up.”  And little Denise 

wrote, she said, “Dear God, if we come back as something else, please do not let me 

be Mary Horton because I hate her.”  Alright!  That is enough for tonight.  We’ll do 

part three next time on my new joke series. 

 

Well, open your Bibles to the Book of Ephesians -- the Book of Ephesians Chapter 5 

and let’s read Verses 15 through 17, and you can actually read that in your -- most 

of you have the King James translation or version, and I will read it in the 

amplified -- my good, old favorite amplified Bible. 

 

Beginning with Verse 15 in the amplified, it says, “Look carefully then how you 

walk!  Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, 

but as wise, sensible, intelligent people, making the very most of the time buying up 

each opportunity because the days are evil.  Therefore, do not be vague and 

thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the 

Lord is.” 

 

Another translation says, “Don’t live carelessly, unthinkingly.  Make sure you 

understand what the master wants.”  And then another verse we discovered, First 

Corinthians -- you don’t have to turn there -- but First Corinthians Chapter 9 Verse 
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26, in one translation it says, “I’ve run…”, the Apostle Paul speaking, “I’ve run 

straight to the goal with purpose in every step.” 

 

And so, we are talking about “Living With Purpose Part 5”, “Living With Purpose.”  

And we have been discussing and sharing and teaching on the fact that we are not 

to just float through life aimlessly, furthering away our lives and meandering 

around living haphazardly, but we are to have a life that has meaning, meaningful 

existence.  A life that has -- a life that makes a difference, a life that has substance, 

a life that’s lived on purpose, a life that is lived intentionally, a life that has a 

target, a life that has a definite aim, a life that has value, a life that counts. 

 

And so, we have been dealing with this for the last few weeks.  In fact, someone just 

-- I believe it was yesterday or the day before yesterday, they sent me this quote and 

they did not even know I was teaching on purpose, but they sent me this quote and 

I thought it was so fitting.  And the quote says, “I have never met a Christian who 

plan to live a mediocre life, but I have met plenty of mediocre Christians.  Live with 

purpose and passion.  God has made you and the world needs you.  Now, be who you 

were created to be.” 

 

Isn’t that good?  I like that.  I like that, living with purpose.  And so, we discovered 

here in Ephesians Chapter 5 Verse 15 through 17 that this text spoke three things 

to us.  Number one, to examine our lives.  It also spoke to us.  Number two, to know 

where you are going.  Number one, stop and examine your life.  Number two, know 

where you are going in life, have specific targets, do things on purpose, live with 

purpose.  So it exhorts us to do that number two. 

 

I actually heard -- I heard someone say this week, and it was a very interesting 

comment.  I heard someone say, a very notable person, that said that people with 

purpose, passion and dreams live seven to ten years longer than those who do not 

have any.  People with passion, purpose, dreams, they live seven to ten years longer 

than people who have no purpose, people who are living meaningless lives. 

 

And so, when you have a feeling of no use or no purpose or no value, they went on to 

say that your brain sends a message to your body that it is no longer needed.  And 

when that happens, mentally or physically, you will begin to self-destruct.  And that 

is why people would die who are not living purposeful lives because they feel like 

there is no need of them being alive and their brain sends a signal to the body that 

you are no longer needed in the earth.  You are of no value, you have no use, and 

believe it or not, physically and mentally that body will begin to destroy itself 

because of no purpose. 

 

Man, I said, “Wow!”  I do not want my body shutting off or my brain shutting off 

because of no purpose.  So if nothing else, that ought to motivate you to have a 

purpose, to live with purpose, to live for purpose, to get involved with something 
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that is bigger than yourself, to find out why God put you here, to find out what God 

wants you to do.  You are here for a reason.  You are here at this time.  You are here 

for God’s purpose.  And so, when we tap into the purposes of God, it helps you to live 

longer, it engages you, it energizes you.  People who feel they have a purpose, they 

do not get sick.  They do not die quick because they are part of something that is 

larger than just their own little lives. 

 

And so, our purpose, when you live with purpose, it gives your life meaning.  It gives 

your life significance.  It gives your life focus.  It gives your life clarity.  It simplifies 

your life.  And so, God wants us to live with purpose.  So know where you’re going, 

have specific targets, and do things on purpose, live with purpose.  Remember, we 

talked about the principle, John Maxwell’s principle that he taught.  “Success is 

knowing your purpose, growing to your maximum potential, and sowing seeds that 

benefits others,” know, grow and sow -- knowing your purpose, growing to your 

maximum potential, and sowing seeds that benefit others. 

 

Somebody else sent me something I thought was really humorous, but it was about 

what success is.  Listen to this.  It says, “Here is a definition of success at age four.  

Success is not wetting your pants.  At age 12, success is having friends.  At age 17, 

success is having a driver’s license.  At age 35, success is having a good career.  At 

age 60, success is getting out of your career.  At age 70, success is having a driver’s 

license.  At age 80, success is having friends.  At age 90, success is not wetting your 

pants.” 

 

And here is the third thing that this passage told us, and it told us to value our time 

-- to value our time.  Paul Meyer said, “Time is usually wasted in the same way 

everyday.”  We waste time the same way everyday.  Here are some things that you 

want to spend.  Make sure that you set aside time to purposefully do in your life.  

Just spend -- some things to spend your time on, to use your time, to value your 

time, but you should use your time to help on things that help you to grow to your 

maximum potential.  You should use your time on things that harness your 

creativity.  You should use your time on things that add value to you and others, 

things that add value to you, things that add value to others.  You should use your 

time on things that advance your overall life purpose.  You should use your time on 

things that will outlive you.  You should set aside some time, sow some time into 

some things that will outlive you. 

 

This life is so short and you ought to have a legacy.  You ought to be creating some 

things that will be here, still a blessing in the earth after you are gone.  Start 

thinking long-term.  Start thinking eternally.  Start thinking generationally.  Start 

thinking through your kids.  So you begin a succession in terms of spending your 

time on things that will outlive you.  And you should also use time on things that 

foster meaningful relationships.  Use your time on things that foster meaningful 

relationships.  And so, those are the three main things that our text in Ephesians 
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5:15-17 as is it exhorts us to live with purpose and to live purposeful lives, to 

examine our lives, to know where we’re going, have specific targets, to do things on 

purpose, to live with purpose.  And number three, to value time -- to value your 

time. 

 

There is a wonderful lesson we talked about from legendary coach Lou Holtz that 

we shared a few weeks ago.  And I continue to ponder what he said, but he said, 

“Every person needs four things in life.  You need something to do, you need 

someone to love, someone to believe in, and something to look forward to.”  See, 

everybody needs something to do; that’s your purpose.  You need a purpose for 

existing.  Everybody needs something to do, someone to love, someone to believe in -

- that’s your relationship with the God -- and you need something to look forward to.  

You need something to look forward to.  I came across an old Peanuts cartoon that 

relates to the last part of that, something to look forward to. 

 

And in this old Peanuts cartoon, it pictured Lucy and Linus and they were sitting in 

front of the television set.  Lucy told Linus, she said, “Go get me a glass of water.”  

And Linus, looking surprised, said, “Why should I do anything for you?  You never 

do anything for me.”  And then Lucy responded, “I promise on your 75th birthday, I 

will bake you a cake.”  Linus gets up and heads to the kitchen and says, “Life is 

more pleasant when you have something to look forward to.” 

 

So I just thought about what Lou Holtz said.  “Everybody needs four things.  You 

need something to do, you need someone to love, you need someone to believe in, 

and you need something to look forward to.”  And I think that is so -- it so powerful 

and is worthy of thought and consideration.  I think about that quite often. 

 

Let me -- I want to end up sharing something that Rick Warren sort of summarizes 

in his book “The Purpose Driven Life”.  I had a chance to just kind of go back 

through it and digest all of the revelation that God laid on him, revealed to him 

about purpose.  And it’s quite interesting what he said, but he summed up the 

purpose of men into five purposes, that men has five purposes from God, basically 

five purposes that every man has from God. 

 

And so, I just jotted them down because I wanted to really get the nuts and the 

bolts of his whole book, and this is it.  So I’m giving you all the Cliff’s Notes edition, 

so you do not have to read his book because it boils down -- these are the five 

purposes of men that Rick Warren shares in his book, and I thought they were a 

blessing and we may add one to it.  I think there is one more that needs to be added 

to the list to really make it more conclusive.  But here is the list that he gave, the 

five purposes of life. 

 

Number one, he says the number one purpose of men is to love God, worshiping 

Him, loving Him, enjoying Him, obeying Him, trusting Him.  You have to ask 



 - 6 - 

yourself the question -- as you finish up this life, you have to ask yourself this 

question, “Was Jesus the center of my life?”  So the number one purpose of men is to 

love God.  “Was Jesus the center of my life?”  Ask yourself that question. 

 

The Apostle Paul, he wrote in the Book of Philippians Chapter 3 Verse 10 in the 

amplified Bible, he says something very powerful.  He says, “For my determined 

purpose is that I might know Him.”  That’s what the Apostle Paul summed up his 

purpose in life.  He says, “For my determined purpose is that I might know Him.”  

That’s powerful.  That was a part of his -- that was his goal.  That was the target.  

“My determined purpose is that I might know him.”  So loving God, that is the 

number one purpose of men. 

 

Number two, love people.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Love people.”  Number 

one, love God; number two, love people.  You have to ask yourself this question as 

you come to a conclusion of this life, “How much did I love?”  Mother Theresa said -- 

it is Mother Theresa who said, “Let no one ever come to you without them leaving 

better and happier.”  Isn’t that powerful?  She said, “Never let anybody come to you 

without leaving better and happier.”  That’s the second purpose of men on earth, is 

to love people.  Love God, love people.  Oh, I’ve been preaching that for years -- love 

God and love people.  That sums up the whole Bible.  That sums up all the 

commandments.  That sums up all the laws.  Love God and love people. 

 

Here is number three.  Number three, become like Christ.  And the question you 

have to ask yourself as you conclude this life and evaluate your life is, “What was 

the character of my life?”  And so, the number three purpose of men is to become 

like Christ, become like Him.  We conform to his image.  We conform, and that’s the 

reason we study His word, so that we can be more like Him, we can become like 

Him.  That’s the third purpose of men.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Become like 

Christ.” 

 

Here is number four and the fourth purpose of men is to share Christ.  Share 

Christ, turn to your neighbor and say, “Share Christ.” The Book of Colossians 

Chapter 4 in Verse 5 in the Living Bible says, “Make the most of your chance to tell 

others.”  Make the most of your chance to tell others.  The fourth purpose of men in 

terms of living a purpose-filled life is to share Christ, so love God, love people, 

become like Christ, and share Christ. 

 

And number five -- everybody say “number five” -- number five is to serve.  Number 

five is to serve and your question will be, as you examine your life and look back 

over your life, “How well did I serve?”  “What will be the contribution of my life?”  

What will be the contribution of my life?  How well did I serve? 
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I like something Mother Theresa said in that regard as well.  She said -- and where 

serving is concerned -- she said, “Just start with what you have.”  She said, “If you 

cannot feed a hundred people, then feed just one.”  Start where you are -- serving. 

 

So those are the five purposes of men that Rick Warren summarizes from God’s 

word that we are here on earth to love God, to love people, to become like Christ, to 

share Christ, and to serve. 

 

Now, the sixth one I think that should be added to that list is our purpose in terms 

of our vocation, our career, our calling.  I think that’s paramount because you spend 

more time at work than you do just about anywhere else.  It could be eight to ten 

hours a day of your life.  And so, I think it is vitally important to know your purpose 

where your vacation, your career and your calling is concerned. 

 

I want you to go to AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message, “Living With 

Purpose Part 5”, message number 7484 in its entirety.  You can also e-mail it to a 

friend absolutely free of charge. 

 

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, 

you need the word!  


