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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the world.  Thank you for joining us, those of you joining us via television and 

those of you joining us at AirJesus.com, stay tuned to today’s message, we’re doing 

part six the final part of the six part series that we’ve been teaching for the last 

several weeks entitled Living with Purpose, Living with Purpose.  And I like to 

share a little humor.  We were doing a series on children’s prayers and I just search 

for it and realize that I didn’t have it.  Somehow it disappeared.  [Laughs] 

 

So anyway, as a well-in received by having a back up humor to share, so that’s why 

you always have back of humor.  So I found it back.  [Laughs]  I found a back up 

joke that I’ll share.  Now, I have to say women won't like this joke because this is in 

men’s favor, but women don’t worry about it, I’ll make it up to you and we’ll do one 

against men some other time.  [Laughs] 

 

Well this joke says what’s the difference between a dog barking on the front porch 

and a woman hollering on the back porch?  Well, the answer is if you let them both 

in, the dog will start barking.  [Laughs]  I know the men will like that one.  

[Laughs] 

 

Now, women, we’ll get to men next time, we’ll work.  [Laughs] 

 

Open your bible briefly over to the book of Jeremiah, the book of Jeremiah.  We’re 

talking about Living with Purpose and a couple of people ask me, well how do I 

know my purpose, and so, I want to share some of that briefly today with you.  The 

book of Jeremiah 1:5, let’s read that verse together in unison, Jeremiah 1:5.  When 

you get there say Amen.  Let’s read that one together in unison, that says “before I 

formed thee in the belly, I knew thee and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 

sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” 

 

So notice that—we’re talking about Living with Purpose and specifically in today’s 

session, we’re talking about how to know your purpose in life.  Notice Jeremiah 

from this account, we find that before God created you, he had already decided what 

road he wanted you to play on earth.  So he lets Jeremiah know that before you 

even got here.  He had already planned-out your destiny and your purpose in the 

earth.  And I don’t think he was only doing that for Jeremiah but I think all of us 

are custom-made.  We’re all custom-made. 

 

This is the thing I love about God.  We’re not made on an assembly line.  We’re not 

mass produced.  Folks, we’re hand-made, we’re custom-made.  We are originals.  

Turn to your neighbor and say you and I are original, there’s no one else on this 

earth quite like you.  And so, God custom-made you, custom designed you and He 

made you for a particular reason in the earth.  And so, we’re talking about how to 

know your purpose as we, in the series of Living with Purpose.  How to know your 

purpose in earth and we’re somewhat dealing more specifically in terms of your 
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career, your life calling, your career, your job, your functioning to earn income and 

in your work because most people spend most of their time at work.  So it’s 

important to know your purpose where your work is related in earth. 

 

Let me also read another verse, you don’t have to turn them.  But this is the book of 

Galatians 6:4, and I’m reading from the new living translation.  He says “Be sure to 

do what you should, for then you will enjoy the personal satisfaction of having done 

your work well and you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else”. 

 

So this is also letting us know that you know that there’s a particular work, 

particular assignment for you.  Particular purpose for you on the earth and you to 

do your work well so that you’ll have personal satisfaction and enjoyment most 

people our adventure to say that most people don’t really know their purpose.  Most 

people are not in the right jobs and careers because most people hate their—they 

hate going to work, you know they—Monday morning is the number one time for 

heart attacks in this country because people are afraid to go to work.  That along 

remind that there is time to do.  They got to go do something that they hate doing.  

So most people can spend their lives never tapping into their purpose why they 

were created, to do fulfilling work and to enjoy their work and to be satisfied with 

their work in the earth. 

 

Now, some people know it, they know it as from a little child.  Some children 

already grasp their destiny and they know exactly what they want to be in life and 

they know it as a little child.  Tiger Woods he’s one of those people.  He knew from a 

little boy.  They interviewed him.  I think he was on the Mike Douglas show.  Just 

as a little boy probably about 5-years old.  He said when I grow up I want to beat all 

the pros in golf.  He knew his destiny.  He knew his purpose.  He already had a 

sense of he’s purpose and he’s life fulfillment in work here in the earth.  But other 

people, sometimes people are you know they may half of their life maybe gone 

before they ever discover.  And some people go through life never discover, never 

fully utilize or venture into.  Actually what they were purposed to do here in the 

earth. 

 

Well, let’s just share some things.  I would tell you first of all to ask God to help you 

to discover your purpose.  Ask God to help you to discover your purpose.  He’s the 

one that made you.  God is the one that made, just so ask Him to help you to 

discover your purpose.  I like something that Victor Frankl, Psychologist Victor 

Frankl said he says “Everyone has his own specific vocation or mission in life.  

Everyone must carry out a concrete assignment that demands fulfillment.  Therein, 

he cannot be replaced nor can his life be repeated.  Thus everyone’s task is as 

unique as his specific opportunity to implement it”.  And I think there’s a lot of 

truth to what he said. 
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Rick Warren talked more about our purpose in life and he compared our purpose in 

life designed by God.  He said, it’s very similar to an architect.  He said “Architects -

- when architects design buildings, the first thing that they’ll ask is what will be its 

purpose?  How will it be used?”  The intended function of the building always 

determines, you know it always determines the design of the building.  And so, God 

has designed us, he’s created us with already in mind the intention and the role he 

intended us to have here in this earth.  He also uses as an analogy that if you look 

at the animal kingdom, some animals run, some animals hop, some animals swim, 

some will burrow, some fly, but each has its own particular role to play based on 

how they were shaped and designed by God.  And it’s a same way with each one of 

us.  We’re all uniquely designed to do certain things. 

 

You know, wouldn’t it be foolish to take a fish out of water and try to make it walk.  

Wouldn’t that be foolish?  Wouldn’t that be foolish to put a horse in the ocean and 

try to make it stay there and swim for the rest of his life?  So each animal in the 

animal kingdom, they’re design with a particular role, particular function.  So, we 

are the same wave.  I don’t think a bird was ever created to be caged.  Now I think, 

that’s why somebody wrote the poem or the play “I know why they cage bird sings 

out of tune”.  He wants to get out of there.  [Laughs] 

 

And the bird was designed to fly, designed to be free.  And so each of us, some of us 

are living in cages because we have never really tapped into our career purpose, our 

work purpose, our life purpose here on earth to do really what we were designed to 

do.  Thus in particular scripts, you don’t have to turn them but in Proverbs 27:19 in 

the New Living translation it says “As a face is reflected in water, so the heart 

reflects the person”, and this a powerful key here in understanding our life purpose, 

our career purpose and our work purpose as a face that’s reflected in water, so the 

heart reflects the person.  In other words, there's something inside of us in our 

heart that speak loudly to our deepest thoughts and feelings.  There’s something on 

the inside of us that sets our soul on fire when we hit the right spot.  And that 

desire on the inside of us that desire your heart -- notice what the verse says “as a 

face is reflected in water so the heart reflects the person”.  You’re animals inside 

being your heart.  In other words, your passion will tell you, your passion will tell 

you why you’re here.  You’re passion will tell you your life’s work.  Your passion will 

tell you what your career should be.  Your passion will tell you what your purpose 

is. 

 

Jeremiah say, he said “Man this thing is like a fire shut up in my bone”.  See, 

something was burning on the inside of—that was his passion.  And so, that’s what 

the bible says “Your heart will reflect the person just like water will reflect the 

image of—your reflection of your face”.  Your heart shows you who you are.  Your 

heart shows you why you are designed the way you are and what you’re supposed to 

be doing in the earth.  It shows you your life purpose.  Find out what your passion 
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is.  Find out what your passion is.  Turn to your neighbor and say, find out what 

your passion is. 

 

You got to find out what your passion is.  Find out what your passion is—most 

people hate their jobs because they’re not working in their passion.  And that’s a 

hard grueling existence when you got to do something you hate to do.  Now, find out 

what your passion is.  Find out—see that’s your heart trying to let you know who 

you are.  And so, if you hate it and you hate going in, that’s your heart and saying 

“this is not who you are.”  Your heart is trying to say “that’s why you hate your job 

so much that’s not who you are.  You’re not doing what -- how God engineered you 

and he designed you.  He didn’t create you for this and that’s why you feel like a fish 

out of water.” 

 

You got to find your passion.  You got to find your passion.  I like something that 

Whit Hobbs said, he says “Success is waking up in the morning, whoever you are, 

wherever you are, however young or old and bounding out of bed because there is 

something out there that you love to do, that you believe in, that you’re good at, 

something that’s bigger than you are and you can hardly wake to get at it again 

today”.  It isn’t that good?  That’s the way we ought to be.  So, happy when you 

wake up in the morning and you can't wait to get to work because you found your 

purpose.  You’re living in what God is designed you to do and you’re fulfilled and 

your fulfillment and your happiness and your joy comes when you’re doing your 

passion. 

 

John Maxwell said this, he said, “Find your passion and follow it.”  That is all the 

career advice you will ever need.  Find your passion and follow it.  Find your 

passion and follow it.  Let me ask you some questions, what makes you come alive?  

What makes you come alive on the inside?  What do you enjoy?  What do you 

enjoyed doing so much that it seems like the hours go by like minutes?  So you look 

up and you wonder what the time is.  What is that you’re doing where you’re living 

life so much and the time is going by like find out what you enjoy?  What makes you 

come alive? 

 

I remember reading a story by a gentleman by the name of Robert Lapoten(ph).  

And he said, “As a child he always wanted to be a doctor.”  But he said as he got 

older and got in school, he let his dream go and he end up working in his family’s 

business.  They had a women’s clothing business.  And he said he work there for 27 

years and he says finally his father decide to sell the business and they sold it.  And 

he said that he was 51 years old at this point.  He said he could’ve retired but he 

said one day he was at a wedding, one of his friends was getting married.  He was 

sitting in the audience at the wedding.  And he just happened to be sitting next to a 

young man who had just finished medical school. 
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And he said by talking to that young man, it reignited the fire and the dream and 

the passion that he once had himself.  And he said he decided at age 51 to enroll in 

medical school.  And he did and he enrolled in medical school and he said this is a 

quote from him, he says “I'm loving it even the 100-hour work weeks and the 

graveyard shifts”.  He said “I feel like I died and was born again.”  Well, four years 

later he finished medical school at age 55.  He ended —he went on to enter in to 

another medical college in New York and does residency but he was in his late 50s 

when he became a full pledged doctor.  But folks he made it.  He made it into his 

life’s purpose. 

 

[Applause] 

 

He made it into his calling.  So don’t think just because your half-way through life 

that it’s too late, no, you might need to get started right away.  You might need to 

go back to school.  Don’t give up.  It’s not too late for you to get in to your life’s 

calling and your purpose.  So, ask yourself those questions.  What makes you come 

alive?  What do you enjoy? 

 

I want to share this that it does take exploration.  A lot of times you have to try a lot 

of different things to find out of what you do like.  You may not know what you like 

until you try some things and a lot of times by trying different things, you certainly 

find out what you don’t like.  And when you begin the process of elimination 

knowing exactly what you don’t like and then you start running into something’s 

you do like.  You’ll be able to begin the scope up and scoped out.  Now this is my 

life’s journey.  I’m beginning to see clearly now how I made.  How I am design.  And 

sometimes when you’re trying and exploring different things, different possibilities, 

sometimes your purpose will come as a combination of things. 

 

I read about a gentleman, he said that his background was engineering.  And he 

said he really did that for his father because his father was an engineer.  But he 

said he just really—he said that just wasn’t fulfilling him.  And he said he had 

always had a fascination with kitchens.  And he said he would just love to be in the 

kitchen and he said he finally got the opportunity to try to work as a chef when he 

say he didn’t like being the chef that wasn’t meant.  He didn’t like it.  He didn’t like 

you know try to manage and do all the things that is required to a chef and he said, 

so that wasn’t it.  But he said when he stepped back and looked at everything, he 

said wait a minute, he’s said while I'm in the kitchen, I can see all of the machinery.  

I see all the operation.  My ear engineering mind lets me know how everything 

should be throwing and processing.  So he decided to become a commercial kitchen 

engineer. 

 

So, it still had him in the kitchen, he was still an engineer.  But now he was 

completely satisfied and accelerated with his purpose and calling in life. 
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[Applause] 

 

So he found the combination.  So a lot of times when you may have to try a lot of 

different things, you may see combinations.  And you may have to fill something 

with something else and then it becomes a perfect fit for you, so don’t be afraid to 

explore possibility and try different things to find out what you like and find out 

different combination that there maybe possible.  Be willing to go back to school if 

that’s necessary like the man who he went back to medical school.  So be willing to 

go back to school until you get the necessary degrees and the necessary training and 

education to do whatever it takes for you to fulfill your life.  Dream your life purpose 

and for you to be in your calling.  

 

Peter Buffer said this, he said “Life vocations are mysterious and people seldom 

move towards them in a straight line or without doubts, false starts, crisis or 

blonder.  So you may not go straight to your purpose.  You may have a zigzag, as 

you may have to zig over here and zag over there but you may eventually end up in 

where you supposed to be.  So don’t get frustrated if you don’t get it all of a sudden 

or right at the beginning because most people don’t go straight.  You got to try 

different things and go through different experiences. 

 

Well, here’s something else that you can do and that’s to ask others, ask others, ask 

others.  A lot of times what we are really good at, sometimes we can't even see it in 

ourselves because it’s so close to us.  Ask those around you.  Sometimes we don’t 

even realize the greatness on the inside of us because it’s us.  But other people can 

see it.  Other people know exactly what you should be doing.  So you’ve got to 

inventory those around you, ask others, ask your current boss.  He’ll let you know.  

[Laughs] 

 

I remember hearing Joel Osteen, he said he never imagined himself of speaking.  

He said he fought it for years.  His dad try to get him speaking, he never would do 

it.  He said he was never comfortable.  He said his wife always told him, she said 

one day you’ll be out there leading this church.  And he settled for years his wife 

told him; she said she saw it in him.  He didn’t see and he didn’t know he ended in 

them.  And so, sometimes you’ve got to ask others because we don’t know what’s in 

us all the time, so you got to ask other people. 

 

Here’s another key you’ve got to look at what you do naturally.  What you do on a 

small level?  But look at what you do naturally.  Now, one thing Joel said, he always 

was an encourager.  He always encourages people whether he is playing basketball, 

no matter where he was, he was always an encourager.  So on a small everyday 

natural level, that’s what he did.  Now, he’s encouraging the world.  So he got took 

something he did on a small level, naturally speaking and use it in his life purpose.  

What is that you do naturally?  What is that you do that some people come out of 

the womb talking?  See, that’s naturally to you and so your life purpose will be tired 
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to talking because that come so natural.  God never gives gifts not to be used.  

Nobody can use you again but you. 

 

And so, you got to look at what do you do naturally.  What do you do on the 

everyday basis that comes natural to you?  Look at — I assume we’re going to run 

out of time, and we may have to continue this next week because this is good.  Isn’t 

this good, this is good I’m enjoying it myself. 

 

[Applause] 

 

Look at King David, before he was King David, look at what he did naturally.  Look 

at what he did everyday.  He protect a sheep.  He feed a sheep.  He watched over 

sheep.  He cared for sheep.  He killed a lion.  He killed a bear.  He was a warrior.  

He was courageous naturally everyday.  He was a protector.  He was a leader over 

sheep.  No wonder God called him to be king of Israel.  What was he doing 

naturally?  What was he doing everyday?  That will give you an inclination of your 

life’s purpose and calling. 

 

I want you to go airJesus.com.  You can listen to this message.  Message number 

7485, Living With Purpose part 6, how to know your purpose.  And you can listen to 

this and its entirety absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it to a friend 

absolutely free of charge.  Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the 

Word because brother you need the word. 

 

[Applause] 


