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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining the Brothers of the Word, because brother 

you need the word! 

 

[Applause] 

 

We welcome those of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at the 

AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. 

 

I would like to share just a little humor. Today, this is actually something I read in 

MountainWings long time ago and I thought it was somewhat humorous. So, I 

wanted to share it with you, and this is a list of comparisons between men and 

women at the ATM machine. 

 

And so, here is the list. This shows the list for men what they do at the ATM 

machine and then it follows with the list of things that women do when they get to 

the ATM machine. Here is the first list for the men. Number one, they pull up to the 

ATM. Number two, they insert their card. Number three, they enter their PIN 

number. Number four, they take their cash, their card and receipt, and they drive 

away, number five. 

 

And here is the instruction for women. This is how women approach the ATM 

machine and do their transaction. Number one, they pull up to the ATM. Number 

two, they back up and pull forward to get closer. Number three, they shut off the 

engine. Number four, they put keys and purse. Number five, they get out of the car 

because they’re too far from the machine. Number six, they hunt for their card in 

their purse. Number seven, they insert their card. Number eight, they hand in the 

purse for their grocery receipt that has the PIN number written on it. Number nine, 

they entered the PIN. Number 10, they study the instructions. Number 11, they hit 

cancel. Number 12, they reenter correct PIN. Number 13, they check the balance. 

Number 14, they look for an envelope. Number 15, they look in purse for PIN. 

Number 16, they make out deposit slip. Number 17, they endorse checks. Number 

18, they make deposit. Number 19, they study the instructions. Number 20, they 

make cash withdrawal. Number 21, they get in to their car. Number 22, they check 

their makeup. Number 23, they look for keys. Number 24, they start their car. 

Number 25, they check makeup. Number 26, they start pulling away. Number 27, 

they stop. Number 28, they back up to the machine. Number 29, they get out of the 

car. Number 30, they take their card and receipt. Number 31, they get back in the 

car. Number 32, they put their card in their wallet. Number 33, they put the receipt 

and checkbook. Number 34, they enter deposits and withdrawals in the checkbook. 

Number 35, they clear an area in their purse for wallet and checkbook. Number 36, 

they check their makeup. Number 37, they put car in reverse. Number 38, they put 

the car in drive. Number 39, they drive away from machine. Number 40, they drive 

three miles. Number 41, they release their parking brake. 
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[Laughter] 

 

Open your Bibles if you will. [Laughter] Oh, I just -- I’ve picking on the women I tell 

you. I’ve been picking on the women. [Laughs] But don’t worry women, one day we 

will get to the men back real good. 

 

Open your Bible if you will to the Book of 1 Corinthians. The Book of 1 Corinthians 

9 and it’s actually just one verse that I want to read in 1 Corinthians 9. And it’s 

actually verse 24. 1 Corinthians 9:24. Let’s read it together in unison when you get 

there. When you get there, say Amen. 

 

Let’s read verse 24, 1 Corinthians 9:24. Let’s read it together in unison. Ready? 

Read, “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the 

prize? So run, that ye may obtain.” 

 

Let me read that from another translation and it says, “In a race, all the runners 

compete, but only one wins the prize. Well, you are to run with your minds fixed on 

winning the prize.” And so, I just want to use as a subject “Going for the Best.” 

Notice in this scriptural text that he didn’t say, “Run the race to come in the second 

place.” He didn’t say, “Run the race to come in the third place.” He didn’t say, “Run 

the race just to finish the race.” He said, “No! Run the race to win.” In other words, 

run the race to come in first! In other words, he’s saying, “Go for the best!” He tells 

us something that about going for the best, going for the gusto, going for it. Turn to 

your neighbor and say go for the best. 

 

No one ever enters the Olympics with the goal of winning bronze. Nobody trains all 

their lives and say, “One day, I’m going to win a bronze medal.” No! People go for 

the gold. They go for the gold. Nobody trains just to go for silver or bronze or just to 

say I was in the Olympics. No! People train to go for the gold, go for the best, going 

for the best. 

 

And so the Apostle Paul, he uses -- I like Paul because he uses athletics and 

competitions and Olympics games. He uses it to kind of -- to parallel spiritual truths 

and principles about life. And so, he is saying, “You know, when we compete, when 

we are --” He said, “Just take a look at the athletic field, when they compete, they 

compete to win.” Nobody is lining up to come in the second place. When we had our 

church -- we had our church race last year, Brother Ivan. He wasn’t run to become 

in third place. [Laughter] Brother Ivan was -- I mean he was competing to win and 

he did win. He came in the first place. He got the prize. 

 

But I didn’t look over Brother Ivan and think, “Well, you know I’m just going to try 

to get fifth.” No, I wouldn’t think about fifth place. [Laughter] We were trying and 

we were going for -- we were going for the best. And why a young lady had the nerve 
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that I elbowed her [Laughter] in my pursuit of going for the best, [Laughter], but I 

was out to win at all cost. 

 

Well, the Apostle Paul is saying, “Take that same athletic drive, that same 

competition and that’s the mindset you are to have in life.” That’s the mindset you 

are to have in every area of your life. Don’t settle for anything that is not the best. 

Go for the best! Go for the best in life. Go for the best that God has for you. Go for 

your goals! Go for your dreams! Go for the best! Go for the best in your Christian 

walk! Strive to be the best! You want to go for winning people to Christ! You want to 

go for being a bright light for the Kingdom of God! Go! Strive to be the best in 

whatever you do! Go for the best. Going for the best. 

 

And he uses that imagery there of this athletic competition to let us all know, too. 

He said, “Only one person.” And he said, “A lot of people run, but only one gets the 

prize.” He said, “Run that you will get the prize!” In other words, go for the best. 

 

An author by the name of Hendrix, he said, “I’ve never meet of Christian who plan 

to live of mediocre life, but I have met plenty of mediocre Christian.” We have to go 

for the best, go for the best. 

 

When we use the word best, we are speaking of something that it’s the highest 

standard. It’s the highest quality of life, the highest standard, the highest quality of 

life. Best also means what is most suitable, most desirable and most useful. What is 

it? What position in life, what place in life are you most useful to God, most useful 

to your family, most useful to your own happiness, in your own fulfillment, most 

useful to the world? Go for the best. 

 

I believe when we say -- when he used this image of going for the best, I really 

believe that it applies to all walks of life. I think we should go for the best in our 

relationship with God. You should strive to be a friend of God. You have to strive to 

be -- I mean that’s the best, when you are walking with God as a friend. As a friend, 

Abraham was known as a friend of God and God actually told his Heavenly Court 

one day. He said, “Shall I do this without letting Abraham know about it?” That’s 

how close Abraham was to God. God didn’t even want do anything without letting 

Abraham know. Man, that’s good. That’s a friend of God. He was known as a friend 

of God. Go for the best. Go for being God’s friend. Go for an intimate relationship 

with God, where you walk with God and you are friend of God, and you walk with 

him in close intimate relations. That’s going for the best. 

 

I think we should go for the best in terms of our physical bodies. I think that you 

should challenge yourself to go for optimum health. You shouldn’t just settle for 

degrading body that is breaking down and deteriorating, and you’re just getting old 

and decrepit and becoming used. Don’t settle for that. 
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I think, the Bible says in Psalms 103, “That He satisfies our mouth with the good 

things, so that our youth is renewed as the eagles.” So, you’re not just to be get old 

and become decrepit. Now, the Bible talks about your youth being renewed. The 

Bible speaks of Moses. Moses was a 120 years old. The Bible says, “His eyes were 

not dimmed neither where his natural forces obeyed it.” He was just a strong man 

as he was at the age 40. So I like that. So that let’s me know go for the best where 

your physical body is concern. 

 

I like Pastor Nathaniel, he’s training for the Navy Seals Test. He’s going for the 

best. He’s not sitting around and saying, “You know, I’m 55 and I just joined AARP 

and you know I’ll be retiring soon. So, I need to start taking an…” No! He’s training. 

He’s pushing his body to optimum physical levels, going for the best. He’s going for 

the best. And he said God told him long time ago that you can be in better shape at 

age 50 than you’ve been in your life. That’s going for he best. 

 

I think that you should go for the best in terms of your mindset, your thinking, your 

attitude. The Bible says, “Let this mind that was in Christ Jesus be also in you.” 

That’s saying go for the best. We’ve got to have anybody’s mind. Notice, he said, “We 

can have the best mind.” The best mind is not Einstein’s mind. The best man was 

Christ mind. He said, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” So, 

you are to go for the best in your thinking, go for the best in your attitude. Go for 

the best in your mindset. You should go for the best in your relationships. Go for the 

best in your marriage. Don’t settle for marriage where you’re just simply trying to 

survive and outlive one another. 

 

Don’t just settle. No! Go for the best. You should go to where you are thriving and 

you are passionately in love, and you’re loving one another and is getting sweeter 

and sweeter and better and better. And so, you should go for the best in your 

relationships. Go for the best in your relationships. You should go for the best in 

your life’s work, in your destiny, in your purpose. Go for the best in your life’s work. 

 

So, I think we should go for the best. Go for the best that God has for us. Don’t 

settle. Don’t compromise. Don’t allow disappointments and failures and fears and 

mistakes, discouragement to cause us to settle for less than God’s best. 

 

And that’s what happens to us so often in life, we end up settling. We end up 

settling because in life, life can knock you outside the head. Life can be so hard and 

so tough. It can just beat the dreams out of you. It can beat the purpose out of you. 

It can beat the living daylights out of you. You just get to a point where you just 

trying to hang on. Anybody had ever felt that you just trying to hang on in life? 

You’re not trying to do anything. You’re just trying to hang on, make it another day. 

 

So, life cannot -- it cannot so much out of us and it can cause us to compromise and 

settle for less than the best. So, we’re no longer expecting the best, we’re no longer 
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looking for the best, we’re no longer even trying to get the best, we’re just trying to 

hang on, we’re just trying to survive. Life can just beat -- it can beat the -- I mean, it 

can beat the life out of you, it can beat the living life out of you. Life is so -- and I 

talked to the people all the time where life is just to beat the drive out of them. 

They’re not expecting anything and they’re not looking forward to anything, and 

that is a terrible place to be in life when you have nothing to look forward to. You 

have to always have something to look forward to. Turn to your neighbor and say 

you always have something to look forward to. 

 

I enjoy eating lunch with a good friend of mine. He’s an older gentleman. He’s 75 

years old and he always ignites me because at 75 years of age, he is always looking 

forward to something. And I’m thinking, at his age, he could be retired, he can be at 

a nursing home just sitting on the front porch on a rocking chair. But you know, he 

is active, he still works, he still drinks, he still plans, he still works on projects, he 

works on businesses, every time I’m with him, he’s always telling me his latest idea, 

his latest project, his latest business venture. He’s always excited about his plans. 

He is always sharing with me what he’s doing for his kids in the next generation 

and how he’s setting up generationally, things to be in place for their wellbeing. 

 

He is always just sharing such vitality and vigor and energy. He’s always telling 

how he’s pushing himself physically. Pastor’s limitations, he told me that -- he said, 

“Man, I’m working now so hard that my doctors literally told me to slow down.” And 

he said, “My main doctor called all of his associates and he was trying to run my 

exercise regiment about other doctors to see what they thought about it.” And the 

other doctor said, “We don’t even know anybody that’s 75 years old working out like 

that.” They had no answer and his doctor just said, “Slow it down a little bit because 

we are afraid that you might get hurt.” But he would just say, “No other patient, 75 

years old doing 75 pull-ups and 150 push-ups.” 

 

But he is just so vibrant and so alive and so passionate and so enjoying and that’s at 

age 75, he’s still going for the best. Turn to your neighbor and say go for the best! 

 

Some folks are dried up at 40. [Laughter] They’re just dried up at 40. I’m serious. 

Some people just -- they feel like life is all over at age 50, they’re just dried up. Some 

people are just sitting at home reading the obituaries everyday. [Laughter] Close 

those obituaries up. [Laughter] 

 

[Applause] 

 

I had a lady. She usually let me know everyday who dies. I say, “I’m not interested 

to that who died. Let me know who was born. I want to know about who is alive. Let 

me know.” Because that’s all she was involved with, that’s all she had to look 

forward to everyday was to find out who die. 
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Folks, no! Go for the best in life. Go for the best, challenge yourself. Challenge 

yourself to learn some new things. Challenge your brainpower. Folks, you are 

ingenious on the inside. Challenge yourself. Push yourself a little bit. Push the 

envelope. Learn some new skills. Think some new ideas. Dream some new dreams. 

 

So, go for the best. And so the Apostle Paul, I just love -- he said, “Take this 

winner’s attitude into all of life.” Take this winner -- he said we can learn something 

from world-class athletes. He took that one aspect. In fact, I was watching the 

football game the other night and this team was trailing by less than a touchdown 

and they got the ball with just a couple of minutes left. And the announcer said 

about the quarterback. He said, “Quarterback…” He said, “This quarterback lives 

for moments like this.” He said, “These are the moments that he lives for. He lives 

for the high pressure moment where everything is on the line and he has to make 

the plays and he has the ability to win. He wants the ball in his hand when it’s 

crucial down to the last minute when there’s an opportunity to win.” He said, “He 

lives for that.” 

 

Folks, that’s what champions live for. Michael Jordan always wanted the ball in his 

hand for the last shot. He lived for those moments where they can take the winning 

shot. Go for the best. 

 

And the Apostle Paul said, “We can learn something from world-class athletes.” 

Take this one aspect from their lives. Take this one aspect on how they’re always 

going for the best and pushing the envelope. How they’re so disciplined and take 

this one aspect and we can apply it to our lives. Apply it your spiritual life. Apply it 

to your walk with God. Apply it. And that’s what he was doing. He said, “We should 

be applying this to our lives as Christians.” He said, “We should be going for the 

best. We should be going for the best for the Kingdom of God.” We should be going 

for the best. 

 

When is the last time you won somebody to Jesus? When is the last time somebody 

noticed something about your life that inspired them to want to serve God? When is 

the last time you did something so great on active love or kindness, it caused 

somebody to praise God and the Glorified God? When is the last time you pushed 

the envelope as a Christian? When is the last time you pushed yourself to read His 

word, to learn new scriptures, to study, to grow, to develop? When is the last time 

you pushed your faith to the edge? When is the last time you dared God for 

something big? When is the last time you prayed a bold prayer? 

 

I love the heroes of the Bible that dared to pray bold prayers. They went for the best 

and pray for things that had never been done. I love those. I love that spirit. I love 

that winning attitude that spirit of a champion. Turn to your neighbor and say go 

for the best. Go for the best. 
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And so, we have to be so careful when things come in our lives that try to sap the 

life out of our lives and make us discourage, and we’re no longer fighting for better 

things in our lives and we just kind of give up. It’s no hope, no good outlook, just a 

poor attitude and we can sink in to this self defeat. I like something that John 

Mason said in this regard. He says, “Let go of whatever makes you stop.” Let go of 

whatever makes you stop. In other words, go for the best and allow nothing to stop 

you or to hinder you, but go for the best that God has for your life. 

 

There’s a whole lot more here that we will share next time, but I want those of you 

who are watching by television, I want you to go to AirJesus.com. You can listen to 

this message, Going For The Best Part One, message number 7488. You can listen 

to it in this entirety. You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge. 

 

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because brother 

you need the word! 

 

[Applause] 


