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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word. 

 

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

AirJesus.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. We’re doing part 2 of something we 

shared -- begin to share last time. 

 

And I would like to read the little humor. Someone emailed me this week and it 

reads as, “St. Peter's Catholic Church in Toronto, they have weekly husband's 

marriage seminars. And at the session last week, the priest asked Giuseppe(ph), 

who said he was approaching his 50th wedding anniversary, to take a few minutes 

and share some insights into how he had managed to stay married to the same 

woman all these years. Giuseppe replied to the assembled husbands, ‘”Well, I've 

tried to try to treat her real nice and spend lots of money on her, best of all I took 

her to Italy for the 25th anniversary."  The priest responded, "Giuseppe, you are an 

amazing inspiration to all the husbands here. Please tell us what you are planning 

to do for your wife for your 50th anniversary." Giuseppe proudly replied, "I’ll be 

going to Italy to pick her up." 

 

[Laughter] 

 

I don’t know why I've been taking so many shots at woman but -- I think I've taken 

about three shots at women in the last few weeks but anyway, we’ll eventually get 

the men -- we’ll get the men today. Laughs] 

 

Open your Bible to the book of 1 Corinthians Chapter 9. For those of you who didn’t 

get the joke, he had left his wife in Italy for 25 years. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

1 Corinthians Chapter 9 and we’ll read verses 24 through 27. 1 Corinthians Chapter 

9: 24-27, and when you get this say “Amen”. Let's read together in unison, 1 

Corinthians Chapter 9:24-27 and it reads beginning with Verse 24, “Know ye not 

that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?  So run, that ye 

may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. 

Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so 

run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under 

my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached 

to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 

 

And we we’re focusing on verse 24 there that says “Know ye not that they which run 

in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?  So run, that ye may obtain.”  So we’re 

using as a subject going for the best, going for the best part 2, Going for the Best. A 

lot of runners are competing in the race but only one wins the price and he says 

“You might as well run with your mind fixed on winning the price.”  In other words, 
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don’t go for second place, don’t go for third place, don’t even aim just to finish. He 

said “No run, no win. Run to get the price. Go for the best.”  And he tells us 

something here about going for the best, going for the best not settling for average, 

not settling for mediocre, not settling for the middle of the pack, but going for the 

best, going for the best, going for the best in life. 

 

I'm sure some of you all have seen this but I was watching on YouTube last night. A 

homeless man and he had his little sign and it -- he was begging for donations and 

food and so forth. But he also had on his sign that he has a fantastic radio voice 

because he had a background in radio.  And he said that he was hoping that 

somebody would see it because he would give little samples of his radio voice when 

people would pull up to give him donation. And he said “I was just hoping somebody 

would see it.”  Sure enough he got on Youtube, it went viral, 3 million people have 

seen it. He now has an agent. He’s been offered several jobs. Can you imagine a 

homeless man now has an agent?  He has an agent now. And so he is traveling now 

and getting everything set up and he has hit big time, but I like his attitude, even 

homeless, even some deep down inside of him said that “You know what?  I might as 

well go for it. I might as well go for the best, I'm not going to settle to just remain 

here.”  And so he was always pitching himself. He was always believing that he can 

be better. He can go for something better in life. 

 

And so, that spoke to me. I love that that was so inspirational. Folks, go for the best. 

Go for the best in life. Don’t settle. Life might have beaten you up, but don’t just 

settle and feel like that that’s the best that life has to offer. Life has some wonderful 

things to offer, but you got to go for the best. Turn to your neighbor and say, “Go for 

the best in life.” Go for the best in life. 

 

We define best as the highest standard, the highest quality of life, the most 

suitable, most desirable, most useable position in life. That’s the best. Go for the 

best go for the best that God has for you. And we talked about some areas I feel like 

you should go for the best and you should go for the best in your spiritual walk, your 

relationship with God enjoying him and delighting him. The Bible says, “Draw not 

unto me.”  God is saying, “You can be as close to Me as you want to be.” 

 

So delight yourselves in him and he’ll give you the desires of your heart. Go for the 

best. Don’t just stand around on the outside wondering what it’s like to have a close 

intimate relationship. No, go for the best with God. He has invited us to come in and 

sup with him. Go for the best in your spiritual life. Go for the best in your Christian 

life. Be determined not to go to heaven by your self. You have to live your life in the 

way that’s-- I'm not only going to heaven, but I'm not going by myself. I'm taking 

some people with me to heaven. That’s the way you want to live your life. Go for the 

best. Go for the best. 
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Go for the best in your spiritual walk, in your Christian life. Go for the best in your 

physical body, in your health. Don’t do things that work against your health, but do 

things that promote vitality and energy and life and wellness. Go for the best. Go 

for the best in your health. Go for the best in your mindset, your attitude, in your 

thinking, in your thoughts, go for the best. Go for the best in your relationships. 

Some people in some relationships, you got to forgive and let it go. Go for the best. 

Go for the best. Become useful, helpful and kind. Go for the best in your 

relationship. Go for the best in your life’s work, in your life’s purpose, in your 

earthly assignment. Go for the best. 

 

Somebody asked Norman Vincent Peale, and said, “How did you become so 

successful in life, in your work?” And he attributed it to two things. He said 

“Number one, I have to give credit to God for empowering me and giving me the gift 

and the opportunity and the blessing of life.” And he said “Number two, I have 

never lost my curiosity.” And what he meant by that is that he was always 

constantly improving, constantly learning, constantly growing, constantly honing 

his skills, constantly exposing himself to new ideas, staying on the cutting edge, 

trying new things. He said “I have never lost my curiosity.” So he was going for the 

best in his life’s work, and so, he kept himself on the cutting edge. He kept himself 

sharp. He kept himself improving, growing, getting better, exposing himself, trying 

new things, trying new ideas, always infusing himself with the latest and the best 

and the newest. He kept himself. He said “Those two things he attributed for his 

success in his life work, God and the fact that he never lost his curiosity. 

 

Don’t lose your curiosity in life. Go for the best. Go for the best in your life’s work, in 

your life’s work endeavors. Go for the best in your character. Go for the best in your 

character. In terms of living with honestly, living with integrity, living based on 

solid values, go for the best. Go for the best. Don’t settle for being a deceiver or 

cutting corners or untrustworthy or a cheater or a liar or -- don’t settle for that, no. 

Go for the best where your character is concerned. 

 

So flip over to the book of Genesis. There’s something there in the book of Genesis 

about going for the best and not settling for something less than the best. Flip over 

to the book of Genesis Chapter 11. I want to show you verse 31 and 32, Genesis 

11:31 and 32. Notice these two verses here, Genesis 11:31 and 32, it says “And 

Terah took Abram his son.” And now Terah is Abraham’s father. “He took his son 

Abram and Lot, the son of Haran, his son’s son and, Sarai, his daughter-in-law, his 

son Abram’s wife, and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees to go into 

the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran and dwelt there. And the days of 

Terah were two hundred and five yeas: and Terah died in Haran.” 

 

Now, I don’t think it's by accident that it tells you where they were going, it tells 

you where they settled and it tells you where Terah died. There is a powerful 

message there in these places of location here. If you look at where Terah and his 
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family were heading, they left Ur of Chaldees and they were heading to Canaan. 

Now Canaan is God’s best, that’s the land of promise, that’s the promise land. 

That’s the land of destiny. That’s the land of promise. That’s the land of purpose. 

It's a place of blessing that is God’s best. They were headed to God’s best. 

 

But notice what happened in Verse 30 “And they went forth with them from Ur of 

the Chaldees to go into the land of Canaan or to go -- ” you can say this, to go into 

the place of God’s best. “And they came unto Haran and dwelt there.”  One 

translation says they settled there. 

 

Now, I want you to see this. They were headed one place but they settled in another 

place. They were headed for God’s best, but they settled in Haran. Haran represents 

a place of idolatry. It represents a place that’s not God’s best. In fact, Haran was a 

natural stopping place. It was a city connecting to other destinations. And when you 

settle there, it represented that you were in a place that sidetracked you from 

getting to your intended destination. So it lured you away from the place of promise 

-- Canaan’s land, God’s best. And it also represents a person’s inability to 

breakaway from their past. 

 

So notice, they settled in a place that was not God’s best. They were on their way to 

God’s best. They’re on their way to Canaan, but they settled in Haran. And notice 

the next verse, verse 32 “And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: 

and Terah died,” where? In Haran. He settled. 

 

Folks, I want to ask you, what is your Canaan and what is your Haran? What is 

your place of promise? What is your place of blessing? What is your place of God’s 

best for your life? And what is your Haran? 

 

Folks, you remember at certain points your heart was bursting with a dream but 

somewhere along the lines of life you had lost that dream, you’ve settled in Haran. 

And now here is the interesting thing in Chapter 12, in the first verse. You don’t 

have to turn there. Within the first verse of Chapter 12, God shouts to Abraham, He 

says “Get out of Haran and I want you to go to Canaan. Get out of this place where 

you have settled. Get out of this place that is less than my best. And I want you to 

go to my place of promise. I want you to go to my place of destiny. I want you to go 

to my best place for your life.” 

 

Going for the best and notice that, God had said “I want you to go for the best. Don’t 

settle on your dreams. Don’t settle for mediocrity. Don’t settle for being average. 

Don’t give up and settle on your promises and your purpose. No, go for the best.” 

 

Turn to your neighbors and say “What is your Canaan? And what is your Haran?” 

Don’t settle. Don’t settle for depression, no, go for joy. Go for happiness. This is 

what he said, “Don’t settle for that.” Some people, they get the depression 
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medication and they settle there. Some people, they just love their medication. I've 

been trying to get somebody off of depression but again, they won't come off of them 

and they said “No. This makes me feel good.” “No.” I said. I said “There is 

somewhere else you can get your joy from. You don’t have to medicate yourself to 

get your joy.” But some people settle, they settle. Where is your Haran? Don’t settle 

for depression. Don’t settle for a sickness and disease and feeling bad. Don’t settle 

for that, no, go for the best. Go for health, go for health. Don’t settle for a 

meaningless life, no, go for passionate, meaningful, significant purpose-filled life. 

Go for the best, go for the best. 

 

Now in our text, flip back to our text for our moment. And you’ll notice in 1 

Corinthians Chapter 9, we we’re looking at something here in Verse 24 and 25. And 

I want you to see a couple of things that here that the apostle Paul says to us. He 

basically talks about two things in 1 Corinthians 9: 24 and 25. He talks about two 

things. Number one, he talks about goals. He said “You have to have a goal.” 

 

See, the price was the goal. He said “Get the price. Obtain the prize.” In other words 

that’s the goal. So he’s speaking of goals, speaking of the goal or goals, got to have 

goals in life. Number two, he speaks of discipline. The discipline required to reach 

that goal. He speaks of two things because he goes on talking about how athletes 

are disciplined, how they are temperate in order to become masters in their sport. 

So he says, “You got to have goals.” Turn to your neighbors say, “You must have 

goals” You must have goals and so he says “Go for the prize.” 

 

In another scripture he says, “I press toward the mark.” He’s always going to it, so 

that’s a goal. He said “You must have a goal. You got to have goals.” So Paul dealt 

very specifically about goals, about goal setting. So he says, “You must have a goal. 

You must have goals in life and you must have discipline” because just like athletes 

are disciplined in order to achieve and to compete, they have to be disciplined. So he 

says, “You got to be disciplined to reach your goals.” 

 

So he teaches us two things here; goals and discipline. Say “goals” and “discipline”. 

 

Now, going for the best requires discipline, drive, determination, hard work, 

grueling preparation, self-denial, sacrifice -- just lost a lot of you right there. I had 

you go and get when I said “Let's go for the best”, but when I start talking about 

grueling preparation, self-denial, sacrifice, determination, hard work, doing the 

things you need to do and this is what he is saying, “It requires to go for the best. It 

requires goals and discipline.” Say “goals” and “discipline”. Goals and discipline, it 

requires goals and discipline. 

 

Now you will always achieve more -- so much more when you set goals. Even if you 

set a goal and don’t reach it, you will achieve more than if you didn’t have a goal at 

all. See, if you were shooting for -- if you say if you were selling something and your 
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goal is to sell 50, and if you only sold 30, folks, that 30 is more than you would have 

sold if you didn’t have a goal at all, that’s what I'm saying. 

 

So when you set goals you achieve more than you ever would have achieved. You 

always produce more when you set goals. Goals always stretch you, they stretch 

you. Goals always stretch you. Here are some other things. I want to give you some 

other keys about goals. Goals keep us motivated and I see why the apostle said you 

must have a goal. Goals keep us motivated, they keep us motivated. 

 

I was reading something about this woman. She actually played professional golf on 

the LPGA tour some years ago back in the 80’s, and she had a goal of getting into 

the -- she wanted to get into the Golf Hall of Fame, that was her goal. Now back in 

that time, to get into that Golf Hall of Fame, you have to win 30 tournaments and 

you had to win at least two majors to get into the Golf Hall of fame. That was her 

goal. Well, within 10 to 15 years, she reached her goal and she was put into the Hall 

of Fame. 

 

Now, she continued playing golf, but she didn’t win anymore tournaments, you 

know why? She didn’t have a goal to win anymore tournaments after she got in the 

Hall of Fame. So you’ve got to always set new goals. After you reach your goal, 

you’ve got to set new goals. So once she reached her goal, she was done. She 

continued to play professionally but she didn’t win a game because she didn’t have a 

goal to win again. Folks, you will always produce more, you will achieve more when 

you set a goal, when you have goals. 

 

So goals always stretch you, goals keep us motivated. Goals help us to prioritize. 

Goals give us focus. Goals us give us purpose for existence. Goals enable us to 

evaluate our progress. Goals bring reality(ph) to our vision, goals help us to plan 

ahead. 

 

So you must have goals, everybody say “goals”, and you must have discipline. 

Everybody say “discipline”. Goals and discipline in order to go for the best. 

 

We do part 3 next week on Going for the Best. We’re going to talk some more about 

goals. We’re going to talk some more about goals. Me talk some more about 

discipline. The Apostle Paul understood that, he understood that you have to have 

goals. You had to have discipline if you wanted to go for the best. He said, “Get the 

prize. That’s the best.” But you don’t just stumble on to the prize, you do it on 

purpose. You get the prize on purpose because you have set goals and because 

you‘ve disciplined yourself to do the things necessary to reach the target. 

 

And so, that’s what he was conveying there in 1 Corinthians Chapter 9, he said “Go 

for the best but this is not just an empty call to go fro the best.”  He said “No, this is 
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how you do it. You got to have some clear cut goals and you got to be disciplined in 

your actions to reach the target.” 

 

And so, we’re going to talk some more about that, going for the best. I want you to 

go for the best this year. Don’t settle, don’t settle any longer, and don’t settle any 

longer on a place that is not God’s best for your life. Turn to your neighbor and say 

“Go for the best.” Go for the best, go for the best, go for the best. Go for the best this 

year. 

 

I want you to go to AirJesus.com. You can listen to this message. Message number 

7489, Going for the Best part 2. You can listen to this message in its entirety. You 

can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge. 

 

Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need 

the word. 


