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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. 

 

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

AirJesus.com, stay tuned for today’s message. Today is part six of a six-part series 

that we’ve been involved in for the last several weeks entitled Going For The Best. I 

have probably about 10 power areas that we’ve been hitting enough, I covered 

maybe seven or eight of them. So we have just a couple left that I want to touch on 

in this series entitled Going For The Best. 

 

And I would like to share just a little humor that I came across this week. Three 

pastors were having lunch in a restaurant and one of the pastors say, “You know, 

since summer started, I’ve been having trouble with bats in the attic of the church.” 

He said, “I’ve tried everything to get rid of the noise, spray, cats.” He said, “Nothing 

seems to scare them away.” The second pastor said, “Yeah, me too.” He said, “I’ve 

got hundreds of bats living in the attic at the church and I’ve had the place 

fumigated and they just won’t go away.” Well, the third pastor chimed in. He said, 

“You know, I used to have a lot of bats also,” but he said, “I baptized all to mine and 

made them members of the church and I haven’t seen any since.” Pastors can -- I 

really appreciate that joke. 

 

Well, open your Bible for our text, 1 Corinthians. I think I got took -- more 

(00:02:34) than anybody else because I’m a pastor, so I could really relate to that 

joke. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 is our foundational text that we’ve been using for this 

series. Let’s read together in unison 1 Corinthians 9:24-27. Ready, read beginning 

with Verse 24. “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth 

the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery 

is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an 

incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that 

beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by 

any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 

 

And we focused in on Verse 24, this is “Know ye not that they which run in a race 

run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.” Only one prize, 

many runners but only one prize and he says, “You go for the prize.” And so, we’re 

talking in this series Going For The Best. Going For The Best Part Six. And I’ve 

taken the liberty to share with you I believe to be several powerful principles that 

will help us in our lives to have and enjoy God’s best for us and have and enjoy the 

best that life has to offer. 

 

And I’ll briefly review what we said. We said, number one in these principles, these 

list of principles to help you to go for the best in life and have the best in life. 

Number one is to make a decision. Make a decision and we’d identified seven key 

areas that we need to make a decision daily in our faith, make a decision how you 

live out your faith daily, your health. Do something, do something everyday for your 
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health. I don’t care if it’s nothing but eating an apple or taking a walk. Do 

something, make a decision everyday. That I’m going to do something for my health 

everyday. 

 

Attitude, decide which attitude you’re going to embrace everyday. One day this 

week, I woke up with a negative attitude and I embraced the negative attitude, I 

had forgotten my own message. And I mean I was fussing everybody, I was fussing 

at the dog and don’t even have a dog.  Fussing at the (00:05:47), loading my kids up 

in the car, taking them to school, fussing at them and I just thought about, I say, 

“You know what, I just embraced the negative bad attitude for no reason at all and I 

repented and made the adjustment and got back over into a right attitude.” So we 

have to make the decision of what type of attitude we’re going to embrace everyday. 

And you do that the moment your eyes open in the morning. You decide that this is 

a great day. This is a wonderful day. 

 

We said that another area is relationships. We need to make a decision in our 

relationships. How much love and freedom we’ll enjoy in our relationships and we 

also said another area was growth, our personal growth and development. We need 

to make a decision daily. We also said we need to make a decision daily for our 

character, our honesty, integrity and finally, our finances. Those are seven critical 

key areas that we need to make our daily decision in. 

 

And then number two, we said we need to be willing to change. Be flexible, 

adaptable, be willing to make the proper adjustments to get rid of old habits, and 

old ideas and old attitude and old ways. Be willing to change. 

 

And number three, we said, you have to set goals. You have to set goals and we 

have gone over all of the different types of goals that goals must be personal. They 

must be positive, they must be present tense. The three Ps of goals and we went 

through the whole gamut of goals. 

 

Number four, we said, you need to check your atmosphere. Check your atmosphere, 

your surroundings, what’s coming in, what are you taking in through your eyes, 

your eyes. What’s coming out of your mouth? What type of thoughts are you having? 

What are you looking at? What are you watching? Who are your associations? So 

you have to check your atmosphere to make sure you have the proper atmosphere if 

you want to go for the best. 

 

And number five, we talked about exposing yourself to excellence. Being around 

other great people, visiting great places, attending great events, exposing yourself 

to excellence. 

 

And number six, we said, do your very best. That’s all God requires from you is just 

simply your best, nothing more, nothing less, just your best. Do your very, very best. 
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And number seven, we said, be aggressive. You have to be aggressive. There comes 

a point when you have to get off the couch and you have to be willing to pursue. If 

you want to go for the best, you have to go for the best. You have to be willing to 

pursue, you’ve got to be determined. You have to be aggressive. Mike Murdock said, 

“You will never possess what you are unwilling to pursue.” And the proof of our 

desire, how bad we really want something is in your pursuit. The proof of desire is 

in your pursuit. 

 

When we have the business anointing just a short time ago, we noticed that we had 

people who came internationally.  We had a couple that came from Denmark and 

that said a lot about them because they came all the way from Denmark and yet we 

have people right here in the city who didn’t come because it was raining a little bit. 

See, you’ve got to be aggressive. The proof of desire is in your pursuit, so that said a 

lot to me when I saw the couple from Denmark. Another man drove here from New 

York and yet we have people who were too lazy to get out of the bed right here in 

the city. They didn’t want to come and so you’ve got to be aggressive. You want to go 

for the best. You’ve got to be aggressive. So turn to your neighbor and say you have 

to be aggressive. 

 

Then number eight, we said, you have to eliminate the excuses that keep you where 

you are. 

 

And here, we are now to number nine and we’ll finish up these last couple of points 

today. Number nine, in terms of going for the best, one of the most powerful 

principles that I thought about is, moving against the crowd. Or you can say moving 

opposite the crowd. 

 

Open your Bible if you will to the Book of Matthew 7. It says something about that 

in Verse 13. Matthew 7:13. Notice what it says. Matthew Chapter 7:13, it says, 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 

leadeth to destruction, and many…,” everybody say many, “…and many there be 

which go in thereat.” Verse 14, “But strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 

leadeth unto life, and few…” everybody say few, “…and few there be that find it.” 

 

So you’ve got to move opposite the crowd. You have to go opposite or against the 

crowd. Jesus illustrated that over and over throughout his ministry. Jesus always 

identified people who stood out from the crowd. The Bible talks about crowds, but 

Jesus always stopped. He always stood noticed. He always interacted with people -- 

certain people who’ve set themselves apart from the crowd. Jesus dealt and he 

really highlighted people who set themselves away from the crowd. 

 

You remember the story of Zacchaeus, short man. He couldn’t see Jesus so he did 

something unusual. He climbed the tree. He set himself opposite the crowd. He was 
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different than the crowd and the Bible says that Jesus -- he walked through that 

and looked up and Jesus end up going to that man’s house. He didn’t go to the 

crowd’s house. He went to the man’s house who has set himself opposite the crowds. 

No matter who did something different who stood out in the crowd, Jesus always 

notice people who were daring, who were adventurous, who were risk-takers, who 

had a bold faith who stood out, who’s somebody to stood out in the crowd. The 

woman that touched him on his garment, she noticed, she came in the crowd, but 

she separated herself from the crowd. A lot of people in the crowd would touch him, 

but this woman, she separated herself in the crowd. 

 

Another man went to a meeting and the Bible says he couldn’t get in for the crowd 

about the door. He did something different. Nobody else was on the roof, he went to 

the roof. And that got Jesus’ attention. See, he moved opposite the crowd. He set 

himself opposite the crowd. If you’re in business, or if you have a service, what 

distinguishes your product or service from every other company? What makes you 

different? You’ve got to stand out from the crowd. You’ve got to stand out, you have 

to differentiate yourself from the crowd. Turn to your neighbor and say you have to 

move opposite the crowd. You’ve got to move against the crowd. 

 

You can’t do the same thing that everyone else is doing if you expect to get different 

results. You’ve got to move opposite the crowd. If you run with the crowd, you get no 

further than the crowd. You can have the victory of eagles running with buzzers 

and so you’ve got to move, you have to rise above the crowd. You’ve got to do 

something different than what the crowd is doing. You’ve got to move opposite the 

crowd. 

 

Now, Pastor Nathaniel, I like him because he always thinks that. He always say he 

didn’t want what the masses of people have.  He don’t want their sickness, he don’t 

want their (00:14:54). He’s always stood away from the crowd. And as a powerful 

principle, if you want to go for the best, you have to separate yourself and move 

opposite the crowd. 

 

Now, there are some key areas, I believe that we should move opposite the crowd 

and I want to share some of those areas with you. We should move opposite the 

crowd in five or six key areas and I’m going to run through some of these. 

 

Number one, we should move opposite the crowd in terms of time. If you want to 

save time, don’t go eat when everybody else is out to eat. You’re going to have -- I 

went out not too long ago. That was a 45-minute wait because I went when 

everybody else is going. No, you can save time. Now, I went back the second time, 

but I went when nobody else was there and I had seated right away. So you can 

move opposite the crowd and save yourself some time. 
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If you travel, learn to plan your vacations off season. You save money when you 

travel opposite the crowd. But if you go when everybody else is going, prices are 

higher. Buy your clothes. Buy your clothes in the off-season. You know, not too long 

ago, since it was wintertime, I went shopping for golf shirts. I said, “This is the time 

to buy your nice golf shirts in the middle of winter,” because nobody is buying golf 

shirts in the winter, but I was able to get them at 50% off and I’ve got some nice 

one. I’ve got the same kind that Tiger Woods wear. I’ve got my Nike golf shirt where 

they were 50% off, but that’s because I’m buying them out of season. I’m buying 

them away from the crowd. So you can save money, you save time when you move 

opposite the crowd. You move opposite the crowd with time. 

 

Number two, you should move opposite the crowd in terms of effort, a little extra 

makes ordinary extraordinary, just a little extra. Be willing to go the extra mile. Do 

more than what’s expected of you. Set higher expectations for yourself. Henry John 

Heinz and I don’t know if this is the same man that’s Heinz Ketchup, but he said 

this. He says “To do a common thing uncommonly well brings success just a little 

extra.” 

 

So in your effort, set yourself opposite the crowd in terms of your effort. I told you a 

story long time ago about this elderly couple. They were in Philadelphia and it was 

raining outside and it was about 1 o’clock in the morning and they dashed into this 

hotel, and they’re trying to find a room.  And the little clerk who was behind the 

desk, he was very polite and he was very eager to assist them, but he informed 

them that there were three conventions in town and there was not a room left in the 

whole city.  And the elderly couple thanked him and they turned around, hitting 

back out into the rain. 

 

And that young clerk stopped them and he said, “Hold on a moment.” He said “I can 

allow you all to be turned away until the rain at 1 o’clock in the morning.” He said, 

“I’ll tell you all what? If you all don’t mind, I’ll give you all my room.”  And he said, 

“I’ll make other arrangements for myself, I’ll be just fine. But if you all don’t mind, 

give me a moment and I’ll fix my room up and you all going to take my room.” And 

the couple reluctantly accepted his gracious offer. And the next morning, when they 

checked out, the older gentleman looked to that young clerk and he says, “You are 

the type of person who should be managing the finest hotel in America.” And that 

young man thanked him for the compliment and that old man said, “One day, I’m 

going to make that happen.” He left. 

 

Two years later, that young hotel clerk received a letter in the mail. And in the 

letter was a round trip ticket to New York City. And, this older gentleman in the 

letter began to remind him that he was the man where he and his wife were in the 

rain, and that young man had given them his room. So he reminded him of the 

incident. And he said, “I’ve enclosed a ticket, I want you to come to New York. 

There’s something I want you to see.” And that young man took him up on his offer. 
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He went to New York City and when the elderly couple picked him up, they drove 

him around the corner and he said, “Look there.” And the young man looked and 

there was the most beautiful, grandiose hotel that he had ever seen. 

 

And the old man said to the young man, “I built that hotel for you to manage.” And 

that old man, the young man said, “You’ve got to be kidding.” He said, “No, I’m not 

kidding.” That old man, his name was William Waldorf Astor and the hotel became 

known, the Waldorf Astoria, the most luxurious hotel in the country. But that 

young man became its first hotel manager all because he was willing to do a little 

something extra. 

 

So you’ve got to go opposite the crowd, go opposite the crowd in effort. Everybody 

say go opposite the crowd and time. Go opposite the crowd in effort. 

 

Andrew Carnegie said, “There are two types of people who never achieve much in 

their lifetime. The person who won’t do what he is told, and the person who does no 

more than he is told.” You’ve got to go opposite the crowd in terms of effort. My 

father used to say that many people are like wheelbarrows, they all go no further 

than you push them. So you want to go opposite the crowd in terms of effort. 

 

Number three, you want to go opposite the crowd in terms of knowledge, study. The 

average person in America reads less than one book a year. Average person does not 

read, they don’t study. If you go into a wealthy home, you will find a big library. If 

you go into an impoverished home, you’ll find a big television. So you want to move 

opposite the crowd in the area of knowledge, the area of study. You want to read. 

You want to read books, you want to take advantage of driving time in your car, the 

average person -- I read somewhere that the average person spends 500 to 1,000 

hours a year in their car. That is equivalent to one to two semesters of fulltime 

academic work in a university. If you were just to listen to some educational 

material, listen unto some things in your field of study, in your area, if you were 

just to listen to some program and just while you’re in the car, that’s equivalent to 

you doing one to two semesters of university course work. Isn’t that something? Just 

driving in your car. So you want to go against the crowd in the area of knowledge, in 

the area of study, the area of knowledge. So you have to read, you have to attend 

seminars, you want to use your driving time to educate yourself. 

 

Number four, you should move opposite the crowd in the area of money. Save, 

invest your money. 

 

And number five, you should move opposite the crowd in morals.  In a time where 

we’re living and we do what’s convenient, we do what’s preferable, we’re living in 

the age of very few morals. So you move opposite the crowd in terms of morals and I 

have something powerful to share there, but I don’t have time to share and I’m 

going to go ahead and give you the final one. 
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The final one, number ten, the last principle in going for the best is discipline. 

Doing what you need to do when you need to do it. Discipline is the final powerful 

force in going for the best. 

 

I want you to go to AirJesus.com and you can listen to this message, message 

number 7493, Going For The Best Part 6. You can listen to it absolutely free of 

charge. You can also e-mail it to a friend. Thank you so much for joining us today at 

Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. 


