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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

We welcome all of you joining us by television, and those of you joining us at 

brothersoftheword.com, certainly delighted and blessed to have you tuning in to 

today’s message. 

 

I would like to read just a little humor that I came across this week and it reads, as 

the pastor greeted his congregation at the door after the service, a woman told him, 

“Pastor that was a very good sermon.” Modestly, the preacher replied, “Oh, I have to 

give the credit to the Holy Spirit.” Well, she answered, “It wasn’t that good.” 

 

Open your bible if you will to the book of the Gospel of Luke chapter 16, the Gospel 

of Luke 16:10-12. Let’s read together there in unison, beginning with verse 10, “He 

that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much and he that is unjust in 

the least is unjust also in much. If therefore, ye have not been faithful in the 

unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have 

not been faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall give you that which is 

your own?” 

 

Well, we’re speaking from the subject in this series -- this is a three-part series 

titled “The Reward of Faithfulness” and this is part three, the final part in this 

three-part series, The Reward of Faithfulness. Realizing that God wants us to live 

out that definition of faithfulness which is steadiness, being trustworthy, being 

reliable, being dependable, being sure, being certain or certainty. And just think 

about those words yourself and ask yourself, “Do these words describe who I am? 

Am I trustworthy, steady, reliable, dependable, sure, certain, am I faithful?” And 

God wants us to live a faithful life and he rewards a faithful life. 

 

I was talking with actually two gentlemen this week, one of them told me, he said 

that he had lost his job -- but he said when he lost his job, he decided to go back to 

his old job and sure enough, because he had been faithful there, they immediately 

made him an offer. And he said, “Not only did they make me an offer”, he said, “The 

church I attend, because I have been faithful there, they made me an offer.” He 

said, “I had two offers when I lost my job.” Man, that’s the power of faithfulness. 

That shows you the power of faithfulness when you have been, faithfulness. It 

opened doors for you, and makes room for you. And I mean it causes you to be 

promoted. Faithfulness always precedes promotion, that’s a brother point. 

Faithfulness always precedes promotion. God honors and he rewards faithfulness. 

God doesn’t commit himself to talent or ability, God commits himself to faithfulness. 

 

Now, I talked with another gentleman and he told me, he said, “You know, my life 

has been one that has not really had a lot of ups and downs.” He said, “My life has 

been very even.” He said, “I just lived a very quiet, faithful, and blessed life.” I said, 

“That’s powerful.” I said, “That’s not bad.” I said, “I wouldn’t mind just a quiet, 
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faithful, even life.” I said, “You sound like Isaac. Isaac was that kind of person in 

the Bible.” There’s not really a whole lot of hoopla about Isaac. Now his dad 

Abraham was fiery, and he had ups and downs in life, very spectacular. Even 

Isaac’s son Jacob, he had a fiery life wherein -- very spectacular, but when you get 

to Isaac, his life was just smooth. He lived a very quiet, faithful but yet a blessed 

life. 

 

And I said, “You remind me of Isaac, your life is smooth, is quiet, is faithful and is 

blessed.” I said, “That’s a great position to be in.” I said, “We all like the spectacular 

but I’ll take a quiet, faithful, blessed life any day.” So we’re talking about the 

reward of faithfulness and now here in this passage. 

 

I want to get to -- today, I’ve been trying to get to this in the last two parts but we’re 

going to do it today. Here in Luke 16:10-12, you’ll find that God promotes 

faithfulness in four things. God promotes faithfulness in four things. 

 

Number one, God promotes faithfulness in little things. Everybody say, “little 

things”. God promotes faithfulness in little things.  In the book of Zachariah 4:10, 

you don’t have to turn there. But it asks the question, who shall despise the day of 

small things? God promotes faithfulness in number one, in little things. Here’s a 

brother point for you, small things are really big. Small things are really big 

because small things reveal the character of a person. Someone was telling me, I 

was playing golf with somebody, and they were telling me that there’s a study that 

shows that people who cheat on their golf score has a character flaw and most 

likely, they cheat in other areas of their lives. They can't be trusted. 

 

If they cheat on their golf score, they cannot be trusted because they have a 

character flaw. Meaning, and I said, “I know a guy like that”. And here’s the funny 

part about him, whenever he has a bad hole -- if he has a hole where he made -- if 

it’s a piece of par-four, and his score is already up to like eight or nine, all of a 

sudden, he acts like he can't count. And the funny part about it, he’s excellent with 

numbers. He’s a numbers man. But for some reason, when has a high score on a 

hole, all of a sudden he acts like he can't count. And he was without fail, he will 

always -- when I ask him what the score is, he will always place it or tell me a 

number that’s at least one stroke below what he actually made. And I begin to 

notice that. And then I heard about the study of you know people who cheat on their 

golf score. They’ll cheat in other parts of life and sure enough when I begin to 

examine his life, I found that he cheated on his wife, I found that he cheated at 

work, and that’s a true principle. 

 

See, if you cheat in something little, you’ll cheat on something big. And that’s why 

God promotes faithfulness in little things. Little things are big. Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Little things are big.” Little things are big. 
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Joel Osteen in one of his books, he said that he was in a parking lot one day. I can't 

remember if he was going into a store or getting ready to come out or coming out of 

a store. But he said he was actually getting in his car or getting out of his car. I 

can't remember which one it is. That reminds me of a joke, since I said that, that 

reminds me of a joke with three old ladies. One lady said, she said, “When I'm 

getting up in the morning, I can't remember if I'm getting up or going to bed.” And 

another old lady her friend says, “You know,” she says, “When I'm getting in the 

tub, I can't remember if I'm getting in or getting out.” And then the third lady said, 

“You all are just old and you know you’ve lost your minds.” And then she said, 

“Knock on wood, good thing I haven’t lost mine.” And then she said, “Excuse me I 

got to go and answer the door.” 

 

[Laughter] 

 

But anyway, Joel Osteen, he shares in one of his books that he was getting in his 

car and a piece of paper flew out of his car because it was a windy day. And it just 

blew across the parking lot. And he said that he decided to go and pick up the paper 

because he didn’t want to litter. And he said later on, a couple spoke to him and 

they said, “We saw you the other day in a parking lot and we saw a piece of paper 

fly to your car. And we watched you because we wanted to see if you would litter or 

if you would do the right thing and go pick it up.” And Joel said he was so happy 

that he picked up that paper. 

 

See, little things are big. You never know who’s watching you. You never know, see 

little things are a test of character. And that’s what they wanted to see, if he was 

really the person that they see on television and if he was the person that they see 

preaching, if he lived with that type of excellence. And so they were looking at 

something little because little things reveal the character of a person. Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Little things reveal the character of a person.” 

 

And so they wanted to see if he would pick up paper, Joyce Myer, I heard her say, 

Joyce Myer said that the Holy Spirit dealt with her coming out of a store, coming 

out of the grocery store just to make sure that she put her grocery cart back in the 

rack with sign that says, “Return carts here” And she said, “The Holy Spirit because 

she had arbitrarily been leaving her grocery cart in parking spaces like everybody 

else.” Don’t you all act like you all have never left your carts somewhere. You know, 

so she says, she had arbitrarily been leaving her cart just like anybody else. But she 

said -- the Holy Spirit said “No, put your cart back in place.” 

 

And she said, “Because this is a little thing.” But number one as a test of your 

obedience. I need to see if you’re going to obey me in this little thing. I need to see if 

you’re going to be a person of character. I need to see if you’re going to be a person of 

respect in little things, respecting and I need to see if you’re going to follow the 

rules. I need to see if you're going to be a person of excellence in little things. You’ll 



 - 5 - 

be surprised, the little test that God gives us in life. Did you ever tell a little white 

lie? It's a little thing, but God promotes faithfulness in little things. 

 

I was actually in the grocery store one day. And I was checking out and the cashier 

asked me if I wanted to add a dollar to my bill and donate to a charity. And I said, 

“Yes, of course.” And the moment I said that there was a woman behind me. She 

said, “You know I recognize you from television.” And she said, “I was anxiously 

waiting to see if you were going to give a dollar.” I told the cashier to make that 

$2.00. Man, I was so glad I passed that test. You never know who’s watching you. 

You never know whose inspecting little things because little things reveal the 

character of a person. We’ve got to make that a brother point, how about that? Little 

things reveal the character of a person. Little things reveal the character of a 

person. 

 

T. Harv Eker said -- he says, “How you do anything is how you do everything.” Now, 

that’s deep. You have to wrap your mind around that one, that’s a deep one. How 

you do anything is how you do everything. Man, that’s deep, I’ve been thinking 

about that for years. I’ve been pondering that, how you do anything is how you do 

everything. We’re talking about God promoting faithfulness in number one, in little 

things. 

 

Let me tell you what Shannon Pollock said, he says, “No matter how small and 

unimportant, what we are doing may seem, if we do it well, it may soon become the 

step that will lead us to better things.” No matter how small or unimportant the 

things we’re doing, we’ll do it well, it soon may become the step that will lead us to 

better things. 

 

I heard my brother Bishop Dale say that when he started in ministry probably 30 

years ago, he said he started with four people in his high school. It started with four 

people in his high school and he said -- today, each week he speaks to 20,000 people. 

But he said he had no less preparation when he had four people that he does now 

when he speaks to 20,000 people. God promotes faithfulness in little things, little 

things really are big. Little things really are big. 

 

Here’s another brother point, people want big things without first being faithful 

with the little things they already have. People want big things without first being 

faithful with the little things they already have. Be thankful over the little things. 

Be thankful over the little things. Before you pray to God for a bigger house, clean 

up the little house that you’ve got. Be thankful for that house. Be thankful, so that’s 

a principle. That’s a principle, God promotes faithfulness in little things. 

 

Number two, something we learned here in Luke chapter 16. Number two, God 

promotes faithfulness in money.  That’s very interesting.  That’s very interesting 

that God is interested in how we handle our money. He actually parallels spiritual 
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riches to how we handle our money. He said, “If you won’t handle earthly riches, 

why would I trust you with spiritual riches?” In other words, earthly riches are 

least, spiritual riches are greater so he said, “If you won’t handle the least, why 

would I give you something greater?” That’s that same principle of being faithful in 

little things. Compared to spiritual riches, earthly riches are little things. So God is 

saying, he is very interested in how we handle our money. He is very -- and he 

promotes faithfulness in money. Turn to your neighbor and say, “God promotes 

faithfulness in money.” God promotes faithfulness in money. 

 

God tests, he tests our fitness to receive the true riches of heaven by our use of our 

money and earthly possessions. He tests your fitness to receive the true riches from 

heaven by the way you use you money and your earthly possessions. 

 

John Rockefeller said this, he says, “I never would have been able to tied on the first 

million dollars I ever made, if I had not tied on my first salary which was a dollar 

and fifty cents per week.” See? He was faithful in little. He was faithful in his 

money, that says something to God.  God is very interested in how we use our 

money. And so God wants to know if we’re going to be -- you know, the thing about 

money is all his anyway. It's his money anyway. We’re simply stewards of what he’s 

entrusted in our hands, what he’s blessed us with, to carry out his purposes in the 

earth and so it's all God’s money. So God wants to see what you’re going to do with 

your money. He wants to see if you going to be faithful to honor him first. He wants 

to see if you’re going to be obedient to give when he tells you to give to a person or to 

a cause. He wants to see if money has your heart, nothing wrong with having money 

but it is something wrong with money having you. 

 

So God, he’s going to test your relationship with money. I like something that Casey 

Treat said, “The only way to guard against the love of money is to be a giver.” The 

only way to guard against the love of money is to be a giver. And so God promotes 

faithfulness in our money. Turn to your neighbor and say, “Have a financial plan for 

your life.” Have a financial plan for your life. This is very important to God because 

God is saying before you, “You're going to handle heavenly treasure, you need to 

handle earthly treasure.” You need to handle earthly treasure. So you need to have 

a financial plan. Know where you want to go. Know how much you want to have 

saved up. What is your goal? How much do you want to give? Have a giving plan. 

Have a blessing plan. 

 

And so you have to prepare how much you want to have for generations that you 

want to live to be a blessing. You need to have a financial plan, that’s important, 

that’s saying something to God because the way that you treat earthly riches, the 

way that you are being a good steward over earthly riches God is saying, “Now 

here’s somebody I can trust with spiritual riches, with the true heavenly riches.” So 

God, he looks at us and he observes our money. Remember Jesus sat over against 

the treasure and observed how people gave. He wanted to see the relationship they 
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had with money because he wanted to see how they treated something of value in 

the earth before they can be trusted with something of value from heaven. So God 

promotes faithfulness in our money. 

 

So remember, number one, God promotes faithfulness in little things. Number two, 

God promotes faithfulness in money. 

 

The third area we see in this text, Luke 16:10-12, God promotes faithfulness when 

we are faithful in that which belongs to another. But you’re faithful with that which 

belongs to another. I’d never forget, my mother took a woman who was on the verge 

of suicide because she was -- she had just turned homeless and she was on the verge 

of suicide, and she didn’t know how she was going to take care of her children. My 

mother took her and she said, “Baby, I have a house available. I'm going to let you 

stay there with your children.” And my mother took this woman and put her in this 

home, furnished it for her, took care of her. 

 

Well, several months later, the woman vanished, left the house, but here’s the 

kicker, she tore the house up before she left. And I said when I saw that, I said this, 

“No wonder this woman is homeless because she doesn’t understand the principle 

that if you’re not faithful in that which belongs to another person, God will never 

bless you with that which is your own.” 

 

So you have to learn to be faithful, and it doesn’t matter where you are in business. 

So many people, they don’t want to, they want to snatch off and start their own 

business without first submitting and working for somebody else faithfully. I’ve 

seen it happen over and over. They’ll snatch off, start their own business. And they 

start doing under hand and start pulling employees. And you know they try to do 

things, not realizing their sewing seed going into this new venture that they’re 

sewing bad seed that somebody’s going to do the same thing to their business. They 

don’t understand the principle of being faithful in that which is another man before 

God will ever bless you to have your own people do it in ministry. They don’t want 

to submit and serve, and sit anywhere and minister, they want to launch off, start 

their own ministry, split the church, not understanding the principle. You have to 

first be faithful. God promotes faithfulness in that which is another -- when you’re 

faithful to that which is another man’s. 

 

And here is the fourth area, God promotes faithfulness in spirit. God promotes 

faithfulness in spirit, Proverbs 13:17 says, “A wicked messenger falleth into trouble, 

but a faithful ambassador brings health.” When you’er faithful in spirit is saying 

that a faithful person is always uplifting, always bringing joy, always bringing hope 

and encouragement, God promotes faithfulness in spirit. 
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Those of you watching, I want you to go to brothersoftheword.com. You can listen to 

this message in its entirety message number 7497. You can also listen to this entire 

series absolutely free of charge, The Reward of Faithfulness. 

 

Well, thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the Word! 

 

[Applause]] 

 

Praise God, praise God. Amen, Amen, Amen. Praise God. Well, I pray that you 

receive something in this series on the Reward of Faithfulness and how God honors 

faithfulness in those four areas there, faithfulness in little things, faithfulness in 

money, faithfulness in that which is another man’s, and faithfulness in spirit. 

 

There’s another scripture in the book of Proverbs that I didn’t really get to, I really 

wanted to bring out. But it says that, a talebearer reveals its secrets but a faithful 

spirit concealeth the matter. And so when you’re faithful in spirit, you’re able to be 

a councilor. Somebody that a person can confine in, that you won’t go out running 

your mouth. That you're able to let somebody use you as a sound in boredom, give 

somebody, somebody to talk to that they can pour out, that you can get counseling 

into their life. That’s a faithful spirit. 

 

A faithful spirit knows how to be confidant, to be a confidant to somebody. That’s a 

faithful spirit. God rewards those who are faithful in spirit, when you’re a person 

bringing joy and encouragement, and delight, and blessing to other person, that’s a 

faithful spirit. God promotes and rewards faithfulness in little thing, faithfulness 

when we’re faithful in money, when we’re faithful in that which is another man’s, 

and when we’re faithful in spirit. 

 

Praise God, amen. 


