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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

BrothersoftheWord.com. Stay tuned to today’s message, we're doing Part 3, "How to 

Create Positive Change". 

 

We'd like to just read a little humor that I ran across this week. A new teacher was 

trying to use psychology on her class and she started the class by saying – Everyone 

who thinks they're stupid, stand up. After a few seconds, little Larry stood up. The 

teacher said – Do you think you're stupid Larry? He said – No ma'am but I hate to 

see you standing there all by yourself. 

 

Well, open your Bible if you will to – we're using two texts in this series, we're using 

Romans 12:1-2, when you get there say, Amen. Well let's read Romans 12:1-2,  "1I 

beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 

a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  2And 

be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." 

 

So notice that, we are to be changed, it's a continuous process, notice that by the 

renewing, that's something – changes of process not an event. Turn to your neighbor 

and say, changes of process not in event. And so, it's just like the way that a 

caterpillar changes into a butterfly, it's a process. It doesn’t happen overnight but 

he goes through a process and so God allows us to change. He helps us to change 

and transform ourselves through a process. And so we are continually striving for 

improvement and that's what real change is, when you are continually striving to 

improve. 

 

And also let's look at 2 Corinthians 3:17-18, let's read those together, " 17Now the 

Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  18But we all, 

with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 

same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." So we are talking 

about how to create positive change, we are changing and God wants us to change 

for the better. Now God loves you, don’t get me wrong, he loves you just like you are 

but he loves you too much to leave you that way. And so he's constantly working on 

us. He's constantly changing us so that we can become more like him. So that we 

can mature, so that we can grow, that's what growth is. Growth is simply sustained 

change. And so we grow, so we shouldn’t be in the same place we were five years 

ago. You should be growing and so we are endeavoring to share some things with 

you on how to create positive change. 

 

I like something that Winston Churchill said, he says, "To improve is to change, to 

be perfect is to have changed often." I like that, and so we begin to share some 

things that prevent us or things that keep us from changing and I want to pick back 
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up with some of the reasons that we said that we failed to change, things that keep 

us from changing or having to cause us to have trouble changing and I want to give 

you several reasons why we don’t change. 

 

Number one, we said because of 'Fear'. Fear keeps us from changing, all change 

involves loss of the way you use to do things and that can be a little frightening. You 

know, when you get comfortable in your ways, you've been doing it so long, you 

really are little intimidated when somebody is talking about changing. And so Fear 

is something that keeps us from changing. Remember what John Maxwell said he 

says, "You have to give up in order to go up". So we have to be willing to let go of the 

way we use to do things even though it can be uncomfortable, but fear is something 

that keeps us from changing.  

 

Here’s something I want to share. Always remember this and unless you do 

something beyond what you've already mastered, you will never grow. Unless you 

do something beyond what you've already mastered, you will never grow. So you 

can't allow fear to hold you back from changing and from trying new things. 

 

Number two, something else that keeps us from changing is 'Laziness'. Change 

takes effort, it takes energy to change and sometimes we're just simply, you know, 

we just simply say, 'It's too hard'. You know change is so hard, sometimes we don’t 

even – we'd rather not fool with it because as we look at it as being hard and 

difficult, it's going to take energy, it's going to take effort, we don’t feel like it. So 

sometimes we're just too lazy to change. 

 

I had a young man tell me – he told me last week, he says, 'I'm supposed to get up 

early in the morning and workout but to be honest with you I'm just too lazy to do 

it', he said, I know I should be doing it but I'm just too lazy to do it.' So he says, 'You 

hit me right on the head when you said laziness keeps us from change.' 

 

Number three, something else that keeps us from changing is 'Pride'. Pride says, I 

don’t need to change, I've already arrived. So whenever you find yourself, you know, 

I don’t need to change, I have it all together, I am as far as I'll ever go, it doesn’t get 

any better than this. You're looking at the picture of perfection when you look at 

me. Well that's pride, and that keeps us from changing because we say, 'I don’t need 

to change'. Pride can keep us from changing. 

 

Number four, 'Ignorance' can keep us from changing. Simply being unaware of the 

options and the avenues that are available for change, when you are unaware of the 

options or the avenues that are available for change, ignorance can keep you from 

changing. I recall a story of a man who actually, he was living on the streets and he 

ended up dying of starvation and when they recovered his body, they found out that 

he was wearing a leather belt and this belt had a secret compartment in it. And this 

man living on the street had found the belt in the trashcan but he was wearing it 
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and they found out the belt had a secret compartment in it and inside of the secret 

compartment, they found $25,000.00 cash but this man died of starvation simply 

because he was ignorant of the fact that he had $25,000.00 cash around his waist. 

He didn’t realize that option was available to him. And so sometimes ignorance 

keeps us from changing, when you're not aware of the programs that are available 

or the grants that are available or the funding that is available, the opportunities, if 

you're not aware of them that can keep you from changing, when you're not aware 

of certain things, so ignorance can keep us from changing. 

 

Number five, something else that can keep us from changing is 'Procrastination'. 

Procrastination can keep us from changing, simply saying, 'I'll do it later, one of 

these days I will change. One of these days, I'll – you know, I'll eventually start my 

own business', Procrastination. Let me tell you something, folks good ideas – here's 

a Brother Point, 'Good ideas are never lost, they simply go to someone else'. If you 

have an inspiration or an idea and you don’t act on it thinking that you'll get back to 

it later, you know some later time down the road. Folks that idea is not lost, it 

simply goes to somebody else. Good ideas are never lost; they simply go to somebody 

else. 

 

I recall hearing Michael Jackson and I'm a big Michael Jackson fan. I have been 

known to do a few Michal Jackson concerts myself. And so, I'm just a huge fan and I 

was watching him when he finally came out and began doing interview and the 

interviewer was talking to him about how he writes his songs. And Michael Jackson 

said this and I thought it was kind of humorous. He says, 'When I get an idea or an 

inspiration for a song – he says – I start working on it immediately because he said 

– if I wait, it might go to Prince. He said Prince might get that'. And I thought that 

was so, I thought it was so humorous but there's a lot of truth in it. Michael 

understood that if he procrastinated the idea would not be lost; it will simply go to 

someone else. And so he was so competitive in his mind against Prince. He says – If 

I don’t move on this song, he said this thing might go to Prince. But that was one of 

the driving forces that always made him write songs and move on inspirations 

immediately because he didn’t want another artist to pick up that idea or the 

inspiration that was coming to him at that moment. So be careful about 

procrastination. Ideas are never lost; it simply goes to someone else. Turn to your 

neighbor and say – Don’t procrastinate. Procrastination keeps us from changing. 

 

Number six, something else that keeps us from changing is 'Rebellion'.  Rebellion 

says, I know I need to change but I'm not going to do it. You're just flat out bold 

about it – I know it, I know it, I know I need to change, I know it but I'm not going 

to do it. I am not going to do it; I'm not going to do it. I had a young man and he told 

me one day he said he had a horrible diet and he knew it and he said this when I 

was coming to the office telling him about different foods and how he should be 

eating the proper diet. He said, one day his friend came in and he was eating some 
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barbecued ribs. And he said, his friend was telling him all about the health facts 

and he said, he was just licking those ribs while his friend was talking. 

 

In other words, he was saying – I know it, I know this is not good for everybody, but 

I am not going to change and he said, he enjoyed his ribs and he wasn’t thinking 

about what his friend was saying. So that's rebellion, so sometimes we know we 

need to change but we just make the statement, I know I need to change but I'm not 

going to do it. 

 

When I was in college I had a professor, he was a Biology Professor and I'll never 

forget this, this has just branded my life because it just shot me as a young man. I 

was only about 18 or 19 years old but he said one day in his Biology lecture, he 

reached in his pocket and he pulled out a pack of cigarettes and he says – Young 

men these cigarettes are cancer sticks. He said – These will inevitably cause cancer, 

these will kill you. Then he pulled one out of the pack and smoked it. That did 

something to me; I've never gotten over that. He knew the physiological damages 

that cigarette smoke would cause to the body better than everybody.  He was a 

Biology Teacher. He understood the human body, he understood the carcinogens he 

understood the cancer causing agents, he understood all of it but yet he himself 

refused to change. He himself – and it's sad to say he died an early death because of 

rebellion, because he knew he needed to stop smoking but he refused to do it and he 

died an untimely death at a very young age because of rebellion. 

 

See, sometimes it doesn’t matter how smart you are. He was a Doctorate in his 

profession, he had the degrees but yet he had rebellion in an area that he needed to 

change. So you have to watch rebellion where you know something but you just 

refuse to do it. So be careful about rebellion. 

 

Number seven, here's something that sometimes keeps us from changing and that is 

when you have 'No Purpose or Goals. See, if you don’t have anything bigger or 

better that you're going after that you're striving for, you know you'll say, what's the 

use in changing, I'm not trying to do anything or become anybody or I'm not trying 

to better myself or advance, I'm not going for anything. There's nothing in front of 

me, so you know, there's no purpose and so you feel like there's no purpose or reason 

for change. So sometimes you have to be careful when you don’t have a purpose or 

goals that can give you a reason not to change. 

 

And sometimes people don’t change; number eight because it goes against their 

'Belief System'. Some things are imbedded in our belief system and if it is in your 

belief system, you won't change because it goes against your belief system. For 

example, some people think that money is evil so they think that prosperity or 

having money is evil and so, you know, some people don’t feel like you can be close 

to God and have money and so that's their belief system. So their belief system will 
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keep them from ever trying to have anything of any material value or wealth 

because of their belief systems so they won't change based on their belief system. 

 

Some religions, I remember growing up – didn’t believe in women wearing makeup 

or women wearing pants and so, there were certain things you just couldn’t do 

because – based on your belief system. So your belief system, if you believe a certain 

way, it can prevent you from changing if it goes against your belief system. That's 

another reason that prevents us or hinders us from changing. 

 

Number nine, sometimes we're just unable to recognize the need for change. 

Sometimes we think everything is okay. You know, why change that, that looks 

good. So sometimes we have the perception that everything is fine the way it is and 

we don’t see a need for change. We're unable to recognize the need for change. So 

you have to be – the first step in changing, is you have to have awareness, you have 

to be aware that change is needed. So awareness – because if you don’t have 

awareness that something needs to change you'll never change it and so sometimes 

being unable to recognize the need for change will keep us from changing. 

 

Let me give you five things and I think this is very vital, five things that will never 

change. This is very, very vital, five things that will never change: 

 

1. The nature of God will never change. Isn’t that good news? The nature of God 

will never change. 

 

2. The Bible – and I'm speaking in terms of its truths and its principles. Now, 

the "thees" and the "thous" may change because we have hundreds of 

translations now. So the "these" and the "thous" may change but the 

principles and the truths of the Bible will never change. The nature of God 

will never change. The principles of the Bible of God's Word will never 

change. 

 

 

3. Basic Human Nature will never change. You can go back to the Book of 

Genesis and you can see how humans responded. You can see their instincts, 

that's why the devil he doesn’t have to come up with any new tricks, his old 

tricks are still working because basic human nature never changes – never 

changes. Cain was jealous of Abel, see that basic human nature never 

changes. People fall in to sexual sin today, that’s not new, that didn’t start in 

the 2000's. Folks your great grandmamma and grand daddy were having a 

roll on the hay. Basic human nature never changes. 

 

4. The Moral Law never changes. What I mean by that – there are certain 

universal moral laws that never change. For example, you know we teach 

that a man will reap what he sows. Now other groups may call that law by 
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different phrase, they may call it 'Karma' but that's a universal moral law. 

Universal Moral Laws never change, they never change. 

 

5. The way of Salvation never changes. We might upgrade in technology in the 

way we present the Gospel, but folks, in order to be saved you still have to 

come by the way of the old ragged cross. That will never change. There's not 

going to be any other way – you are not going to be able to bathe in some 

special water or use some crystals or rub yourself with some special oil that 

will get you saved or you're not – Folks, the way of salvation will never 

change. I don’t care how advanced our technology becomes. I don’t care about 

iPods and MP3s… I don’t care about the internet and Facebook and Group1, I 

don’t care about all these things. The way of salvation will never change. You 

will have to always come back to the old ragged cross. 

 

Those are some things that will never change. Well, let me begin to give you some 

steps to help you to change because this series is entitled, "How to Create Positive 

Change", so I will be remiss if I didn’t share some things with you – to help you to 

create positive change in your life: 

 

You must want to change. You've got to be willing to change. First step in creating 

positive change is first, you have to want to change. Jesus asked the man before he 

healed him, he said – Do you want to get well? Jesus had to make sure the man was 

willing to change, to be changed. So you have to first be willing, or you have t want 

to change. An unknown author said this, he says, "A man convinced against his will 

is of the same opinion still." So you can't make anybody change. You have to want to 

change; you have to be willing to change. Here's a Brother Point for you, "People 

will not change until the advantages of changing outweigh the disadvantages of 

remaining the same." People will not change until the advantages of changing 

outweigh the disadvantages of remaining the same. In other words, people will not 

change until the pain of staying the same is greater than the pain of change. 

 

I want you to go to BrothersoftheWord.com, you can hear this message in its 

entirety, Message #7500, "How to Create Positive Change Pt.3". You can also email 

this message to a friend absolutely free of charge. Thank you so much for joining us 

today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

Praise God, well, we'll do Part 4 which is – deal with some steps, things that will 

help you to be able to create positive change in your life. Anybody learning anything 

in how to create positive change? Amen, amen, amen! 

 

 

 

 

 


