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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you need to the word.

We welcome all of you joining us via television and those of you joining us at 
brothersoftheword.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. We’d like to just share a 
little humor someone emailed me. Actually, today they emailed this and it says 
Jacob, age 92 and Rebecca, age 89, living Miami are all excited about their decision 
to get married. And so they go for a stroll and they discussed the wedding and on 
the way they passed a drug store. And so Jacob suggests that they go in. And 
remember he’s 92 years old.

And so Jacob addresses the man behind the counter. He said, “Are you the owner?” 
and the pharmacist answers, “Yes.” Jacob says, “We’re about to get married. Do you 
sell heart medication?” The pharmacist says, “Of course we do.” “How about 
medicine for circulation?” The pharmacist says, “Yes, all kinds.” Jacob says, “How 
about medicine for rheumatism?” The pharmacist says, “Definitely.” “How about 
suppositories?” “Sure, you bet.” “How about medicine for memory problems, 
arthritis, and Alzheimer’s?” “Yes, a very large variety. We have everything.” “What 
about vitamins, sleeping pills, Duratol, antidotes for Parkinson’s disease?” 
“Absolutely, everything for heart burn and indigestions. Sure, we have it all” “Do 
you sell wheel chairs, walkers and canes?” The pharmacist says, “Yes, all speeds 
and all sizes.” Jacob said, “What about adult diapers?” “Yes, we have those, too.” 
Jacob says, “Perfect. We would like to use this store as our bridal registry.”

Open your bible, if you will, to the Book of Mathew. Mathew Chapter 8 and let's 
read Verses 5 through 13, Mathew Chapter 8 Verses 5 through 13. When you get in 
there, say Amen. Let's begin reading in unison Verse 5, And when Jesus was 
entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, and 
saying, “Lord, my servant layeth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.” 
And Jesus saith unto him, “I will come and heal him.” The centurion answered and 
said, “Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the 
word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under authority, having 
soldiers under me; and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, come, 
and he cometh; and to my servant, do this, and he doeth it.” When Jesus heard it, 
he marveled, and said to them that followed, “Verily I say unto you, I have not 
found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And I say unto you, that many shall come 
from the east and west and shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of Heaven. But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer 
darkness. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

I want you to focus in on Verse 10 there and it says when Jesus heard it, he 
marveled. And I just want to use that as a subject, faith that excites God. The word 
marvel, it means to wonder at, means to be astonished, means to be amazed or if we 
put in our everyday vernacular today and today’s time, I think it would be like 
saying, “Wow!” And so that’s what Jesus really said. He marveled, he was amazed, 
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he was astonished, he was in complete wonder and actually, we only have two 
accounts in scripture where Jesus marveled. There are only two times in scripture 
that Jesus marveled. This is one of them. He marveled over great faith and the 
second one is found in the Book of Mark, the Gospel of Mark Chapter 6 Verse 6. You 
don’t have to turn there, but there he marveled over unbelief. So the only two times 
that Jesus showed extreme wonder and amazement and astonishment, they were 
both. One was over great faith and the other was over unbelief.

Have you ever made God wonder about you? Has God ever been amazed and if so, 
for which one? For the great faith or for the unbelief? Isn’t that something to think 
about, that God, wouldn’t it be awesome to have God to look at his heavenly court 
and say, “Wow!” Isn’t that something? To be amazed, to be in wonder, to be 
astonished at our quality of faith and the way we live. And so he marveled. He 
marveled here in the scripture.

And so, I wanted to take time to look at that because I thought that was a 
monumental occasion since Jesus only did it twice. What is it that excited Jesus 
about this man’s faith? What kind of faith is this? What quality of faith? And that’s 
what he really was marveling over. Not over the size of his faith, but the quality of 
it. He had not experienced this kind of faith before. And as a man, this is something 
that we can all learn from and benefit from if we can develop this kind of faith that 
excites God.

Here is a brother point I want to give you. You should have someone in your life 
who inspires you in your faith, someone whose faith, prayer life, generosity, love or 
witness makes you say, “Wow!” There should be somebody in your life that inspires 
your faith. You have to include somebody in your circle who inspires you to want to 
achieve a greater prayer life, somebody that makes you go, “Wow!” You know, 
somebody who is such a witness for Christ that just brings you to amazement. That 
should be somebody in your circle who inspires you in the area of your faith and I 
think that’s one thing that Jesus was showing us here, that this man, he was an 
inspiration to Jesus and to those around him and we should always encounter 
somebody in our lives that inspires our faith, so that we can have something to 
achieve and a target to go after and inspires us to want to be better and to develop 
our faith as well.

Let’s look at some things. I want to look at some things here in Matthew Chapter 8, 
in this particular chapter dealing with the centurion, some things that we find out 
about him that we can gleam from to help us to improve the quality of our faith as 
well. If you begin looking in Matthew Chapter 8, if you look at Verse 6 where the 
centurion is saying, “Lord, my servant layeth at home sick of the palsy, grievously 
tormented.” There is something we find out about this centurion. Number one, we 
find out that he was very generous with people. He was very generous with people.
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In fact, in one of the other gospels, I believe it's the Gospel of Luke, they made 
reference to the same centurion and as actually some Jews who beseech Christ on 
his behalf saying, “Lord, you have to do it for this one. He is so worthy. He loves the 
Jews and he even built us a synagogue” And so we found out that this man was 
generous with people.

You can tell that he treated people well. Now, this was his employee. This was his 
employee that he was coming on behalf of, so that says a lot about him. He says that 
he treated his employees well, he treated people well, and we find out that he was a 
very generous man. He was a very generous man. Here’s another brother point I 
want you to get. This is something that Bishop Dale says all the time and it so 
powerful that it has never left my memory. But it says this, he says this, “How you 
are with people shows where you are with God.” That’s a brother point. How you are 
with people shows where you are with God.

In other words, our relationship with God is not measured by how many scriptures 
we can quote, it’s not measured by how long we can pray, it’s not measured by how 
often we go to church, it’s not measured by how well we can sing, our relationship 
with God is measured by how you treat people. That tells the story of how close you 
are with God.

If you can find a person, just watch how they treat people. That will let you know 
where they are with God. How you treat people shows where you are with God. 
Turn to your neighbor and say that. That’s so powerful. How you are with people 
shows where you are with God. And so we find that that this centurion, he was very 
generous with people. He was very generous with people. He treated people well 
and here he is in interceding now on behalf of his servant, on somebody else’s 
behalf, an employer interceding on behalf of his employee.

So he took the time, he took the energy, he showed concern, he showed compassion 
for somebody else. It will always cost you something to help somebody else. Make a 
note of that. It will always cost you something. It will always cost you something to 
help someone else. But you see, that’s where the blessing is. You can’t help someone 
else without being blessed.

And so, the reason it cost you something to help somebody else because that’s God 
allowing you to sow seed and that seed that you sow will eventually come back into 
your own life, so you can help somebody else without blessing your own life. And so, 
when I thought about this centurion, he was there to help somebody else. He wasn’t 
there for himself, but you better believe by him coming to Jesus interceding for his 
servant, it did something in his own life as well. He came into contact with the 
master. His life would never be the same. His life would never be the same. In fact, 
we’re reading about his recorded in history. He was blessed because he went on 
behalf of somebody else.
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Let me ask you this question, who are you praying for? Who are you praying for? 
Sometimes our prayers can become so selfish, so self-centered. God bless me and my 
wife, my son John and his wife, us for and no more. Sometimes we are so narrowly 
focused on our own lives, but who are you praying for? Who have you brought to 
God Heals, our monthly healing services? Who have you brought? You may not need 
healing yourself, but who have you brought to God heals? This is very powerful 
here, that this centurion, he was concerned about others.

The bible says in the Book of Philippians Chapter 2 Verse 4, it says, “Be concern 
about the welfare of others.” It says, “Don’t be concerned about your own interest 
only, but be concerned about the interest of other people.” Take some time to say 
about somebody else, to care about somebody else, to speak on behalf of somebody 
else, to do something good on behalf of somebody else. Get your mind. Turn to your 
neighbor and say, “Get your mind off of yourself.” And so that’s what Philippians 2:4 
says, be concerned about the welfare or the interest of others, not just your own 
interest.

There is somebody who I talk to probably once a week and all he talks about is his 
own interest. He has never come to me to see how I am doing or anybody else. I get 
an ear full every week about his interest only. He acts like he is the only person on 
earth. I'm not going to call any names. Just sit there. If it’s you, just sit there still 
and look straight ahead, nobody will know. But we are admonished to be about the 
interest of others, to be about the interest of others.

I remember John Ostein, Joel Ostein’s father, in the final few years of his life, he 
was undergoing dialysis treatment, and so he had to go center everyday or several 
times a week for dialysis, a few times a week. And his son Joel asked him, he said, 
“Dad, we can get the equipment and we can get a nurse, so we can get all of that 
stuff brought in house so you don’t have to go out to the center. You can do your 
dialysis treatment right in the comfort of your own home. We can make that 
happen. We can make those arrangements.” And his Dad says, “No, son. I want to 
go to the center and get my treatments done at the center,” he says, “because I enjoy 
praying for other people. I enjoy encouraging other people. I enjoy ministering to 
other people,” and there is something powerful there.

When you are seeing above the interest of others, that has something to do about 
the quality of your faith. Now with this centurion, we have always only thought it 
was just powerful because he says, “Speak the word only,” and that’s what we had 
always shared about because he had such great faith. But there is more to the 
quality of this man than just him saying, “Speak the word only.” This man put other 
people before himself. He had the heart of Christ even though he was not an 
Israelite.
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Now you understand why Jesus marveled, why was in wonder and amazement. It 
astonished Jesus because this man was not even in the family of God. He was a 
stranger and an alien to the commonwealth of Israel. He had no birthright with the 
Jews to the things or to the family or to the promises of the covenants of God.

He was an outsider. He was an outcast. And so this is what really astonished and 
amazed and be wildered Christ because this man had the nature of Christ. Oh my 
goodness. He had the nature of Christ. He had the nature of Christ, so there was 
more to the quality of his faith than just saying, “Speak the word only.” You have to 
understand the man. The man we generous with people, he was generous with his 
employees. The man was good. He treated people well. He put the interest of others 
before himself and he took care of the interest of others.

Let’s look at Verse 7. Notice when this man makes his appeal to Jesus in Verse 5 
and 6. In Verse 7 it says, and Jesus sayeth unto him, “I will come and heal him.” 
Oh, I love that. I love that. This shows the willingness of the Father to heal us. Isn’t 
that wonderful, just those two words, I will? I will. There was another leper in the 
Gospel of Mark in Chapter 1 Verse 40 to 41 who asked Jesus or made this 
statement. He says, “Jesus, if you are willing, you can make me whole. You can 
cleanse me of this leprosy.” And Jesus responded, “I will. I am willing. I will make 
you whole,” and Jesus touched him. Those two words, “I will,” it shows that healing 
is God’s will. Turn to your neighbors and say, “Healing is God’s will.” That is God’s 
will. Healing is God’s will.

Notice if Jesus should said, “No, I'm not coming. That’s not my will. It’s not his 
time. It’s not for him.” Jesus said, “I will.” Jesus never turned anybody. He said, “I 
will.” Isn’t that a wonderful savior that we serve? And not only that, Jesus was 
willing to go to his house. He says, “Sure, I will come and heal him.  I go to where he 
is.”

That’s a generous savior that we serve. Give God praise right there. Look at Verse 
8, the centurion asked him and said “Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
come under my roof.” I want to give you a brother point right here. This is a good 
one. Turn to your neighbor and say, “This is a good one.” The centurion said, “I'm 
not worthy for you to come under my roof.” Here is what I draw from that and this 
is the bother point. We don’t have to be perfect for God to work in our lives. He can 
work around our mistakes. Oh! Do I have to shout by myself? Isn’t that good news? 
Isn’t that wonderful news? Isn’t that wonderful news?

This man wasn’t perfect and he admitted it. He said, “Hey, I'm not even worthy. I'm 
not a believer. I'm not a child of God. I have no inheritance in the Kingdom of God. I 
haven’t done everything right.” It still did not disqualify him.
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Folks, we do not have to be perfect for God to work in our lives. He can work around 
our mistakes. Now, here is the great thing about it. See, you don’t have to clean 
yourself up to come to God. You come to him just as you are. But when he starts 
working in your life, it will automatically cause you to want to clean up your life. I 
guarantee you the centurion did not remain unworthy. There was something about 
it when Jesus healed his servant and he had this contact with Jesus, I guarantee 
you he changed his life. He was not the same man as he was before. And so, I love 
that. We don’t have to be perfect for God to work in our lives. Praise God.

You know how many people are away from God and they don’t even pray? They 
don’t even attempt to go to church or pray or read the bible because they feel so 
unworthy. They feel so unworthy. But here is the good news that Jesus let’s us 
know right here in Matthew 8, we do not have to be perfect for God to work in our 
lives. He will just work around your mess. He will still come on and work around 
your mess and get the job done. Glory to God, I love that. Praise God. But he’s not 
going to leave you there. Once you encounter the living savoir in Jesus Christ, it 
will transform and change your life. Praise God, Praise God. And then in Verse 9 he 
says, “For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me; and I say to this 
man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, come, and he cometh; and to my servant, do 
this, and he doeth it.”

Now here we find in Verse 9 that this man understood who Jesus was. He 
understood who Jesus was. There is a light into that we’ll have to get into. I'm not 
going to have a chance today, but just stick a pin right there. We’ll get back into 
that. Those of you who are watching by television, I want you to go to 
brothersoftheword.com. You can listen to this message, message number 7502, 
absolutely free of charge and you can also email it to a friend absolutely free of 
charge.

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, 
you need the word.
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