
V9194 

Faith that Excites God Part 2 
 

 

 

Sermon Title: Faith that Excites God Part 2 

Sermon Number: 7503 

Speaker: C. Elijah Bronner  
 

 
Links to sermon–Windows Media Version is fastest download, MP3 is best audio quality: 

Windows Media Version http://www.theonlineword.com/s/7503.wma 

MP3 Version http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7503.mp3 

 
 

AirJesus.com 
and 

TheOnLineWord.com 

 
 
 
 
 

                                               AirJesus.com                          TheOnLineWord.com 



 - 2 - 

Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the word. 

 

So delighted to have all of you that are joining us by television and those of you 

joining us at brothersoftheword.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  We’re doing 

part 2 of this 2 part series entitled Faith that Excites God, Faith that Excites God. 

 

And I would like to read just a little humor that I came across this week and there 

is a young boy who was invited to church by one of his friends and on the way out of 

the door, his mother handed him $2.  She said, “One for you and one for God”.  As 

the boy walked along with his friends, the wind blew his dollars right out of his 

hand and onto the street.  One of them went right down into the sewer, the boy said, 

“Uh-oh, there goes God’s dollar.”  Well, if you would open your bible to the book of 

Matthew, the gospel of Matthew is where we are taking our text for this particular 

series, this 2 parts series on Faith that Excites God. 

 

Matthew chapter 8 and we are reading verses 5 through 13.  Matthew chapter 8 

verses 5 through 13.  Well, let's read together there in unison Matthew chapter 8 

verses 5 through 13.  Ready?  Read with me. 

 

“And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion 

beseeching him and sang, ‘Lord, my servant at home seek of the palsy, grievously 

tormented’, and Jesus said unto him ‘I will come and heal him’.  The centurion 

answered and said, ‘Lord I am not worthy that thou should as come under my roof, 

but speak the word only and my servant shall be healed, for I am a man under 

authority having soldiers under me and I say to this man, “go” and he goeth and to 

another “come” and he cometh and to my servant, “do this” and he doeth it.’  When 

Jesus heard it, he marveled and said to them that followed, ‘Verily I say unto you, I 

have not found so great faith, no not in Israel and I say unto you that many shall 

come from the east and from the west and shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac 

and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  But the children of the kingdom shall be cast 

out into utter darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  And Jesus 

said unto the centurion, ‘Go thy way and as thou hast believed so be it done unto 

thee’, and his servant was healed in the self same hour”. 

 

And we focused in on verse number 10 when Jesus heard it, he marveled and said 

unto them that followed, “Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no 

not in Israel”.  So we’re using as a subject for this two part series, Faith that Excites 

God, Faith that Excites God.  Remember, Jesus marveled, which means to wonder.  

He was full of wonder, astonishment and amazement at the faith that this man had.  

This was not ordinary everyday faith.  This was something that captured the 

attention of God.  This was something that prompted a response, an expression out 

of Jesus that really kind of caught him off guard with this type of faith. 
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And so we’ve been gleaning this passage to see whether it speaks to us today how 

we can increase and raise our level of faith so we too can have a faith that excites 

God.  God is not an ordinary God, he’s an extraordinary God.  And so he likes 

extraordinary faith and so I just love people and God loves people that have an 

extraordinary faith.  But not just ordinary, not just average, not just everyday, but 

some people that go beyond that really push out to the limits and out on the edge 

and that really pushes the envelope a little bit and really dare to believe some great 

things. 

 

Well, here are some things that the passage teaches us.  It teaches us not to be 

afraid to believe God for some great things or things that have never been done.  

That’s what it speaks to me.  Don’t be afraid to believe God for something great.  

Don’t be afraid to believe God for something that has never been done.  You haven't 

seen all of God.  God likes to outdo Himself so that’s why He gets excited when 

somebody makes a request of Him or use as their faith for something that’s never 

been done.  That excites God.  That excites God.  Don’t be stuck in the rot of feeling 

like you have to live life just like everyone else has.  No, God love somebody who’s 

just foolish enough to believe Him to do so wonderful and great things. 

 

Now here’s another key that I really discovered.  Sometimes, God will have to use 

somebody from the outside to come in to show us what it is to have this faith that 

excites God.  See, the centurion, he wasn’t a part of God’s people.  He wasn’t a part 

of the kingdom.  He was not from the chosen people of Israel.  So God, He let 

somebody from the outside come in to shake up the people on the inside.  And I’ve 

realized every once in a while, see we’ve been in church and Christian circles for so 

long, sometimes our faith gets cold and stale and so sometimes God, a little wild 

unbeliever come along just to shake us up, just to show us that there is somebody 

who’s foolish enough to believe God for some impossible things. 

 

I recall a young man, he was newly converted.  He was a new Christian and he 

came into this church and this guy was on fire.  I had never seen -- I felt like, Jesus, 

I had never seen that type of fire not even in the church.  I started saying everybody 

in church was already dried up.  But this guy has something that he was ablaze.  

He was ablaze with something that I hadn’t seen in a long time.  And he made the 

statement, he said this and it really caught off guard.  He said, “Let's go to the night 

clubs and begin to get people saved.”  I hadn’t thought about that, honestly.  I had 

not thought about going to the night clubs to get people saved.  We have a hard 

enough time getting people saved that come to church.  But I’ve noticed he had an 

excitement, he had a faith that was not resident in the church and I said, “Wow, 

God had to send somebody in from the outside just to stir us up a little bit to show 

us that we can believe God for greater things.”  So that’s something that I really 

gleaned from that sometimes God, he’ll allow somebody from the outside just to 

show us some things. 
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I like something that Steven Freud had said.  He says, “If you’re not daring to 

believe God for the impossible, you’re sleeping through some of the best parts of 

your life.  If you’re not daring to believe God for the impossible, you’re sleeping 

through some of the best parts of your life.  And I think God wants us to wake up. 

“Wake up! Wake up! Wake up!  And use this wonderful gift of faith that I have 

given you to believe me for some great things.  I want to do some great things on the 

earth that I’ve never done.  I just need somebody who believe and act on their faith 

and come, and release it, and allow some wonderful things to happen.” 

 

John Mason said, “Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the 

impossible.”  Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the 

impossible.  Well, here are some other things that we gleaned from this passage.  

We said that you need someone in your life who inspires you in your faith, 

somebody who will inspire you in your faith.  We also said that you need to be 

generous with people.  You need to be generous with people, treat people well.  The 

Centurion, he took time and energy and show concern and compassion for someone 

else.  I like something that John Maxwell said.  He said, “Walk slowly through the 

crowd and remember everyone’s name.”  Walk slowly through the crowd and 

remember everyone’s name.  Be generous with people.  Treat people well. 

 

And so we also gleaned from this passage that healing is God’s will.  Jesus readily 

said, “I will come and heal him.”  I will come and heal him.  In this particular 

chapter, Matthew Chapter 8, just before Jesus deals with the centurion, He deals 

with the Leper.  And the Leper says to Jesus, “If You wilt, You can make me whole.”  

And Jesus said, “I will.”  That word will is translated desire, take pleasure in, 

willing. 

 

And so Jesus was saying, “I am willing to heal you.  I do desire to heal you.  I do 

take pleasure in healing you.  I take delight in healing you.”  When He turned to 

him, He said, “Healing is God’s will.”  Healing is God’s will. And here, in Verse 8, 

verse number 8, notice what the centurion said.  The centurion answered and said, 

“Lord, I am not worthy that thou should has come under my roof.”  Notice what he 

says, “I am not worthy.”  I am not worthy.  He will learn the principle that he 

humbled himself.  He humbled himself.  He actually humbled himself twice. 

 

In the earlier verse, he says that he came beseeching Jesus.  The word “Beseech” 

means to seek aid or to ask for help.  You have to humble yourself to ask for help.  

He humbled himself then he said he wasn’t worthy.  He was now humbling himself.  

Here’s a broader point I want you to get.  Humility recognizes how inadequate we 

are by ourselves yet how valuable we are because of him.  Humility recognizes how 

inadequate we are by ourselves, yet how valuable we are because of him.  So he 

humbled himself. 
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First Peter Chapter 5 verse 5 and 6 says, “Be clothed with humility for God resisted 

the proud and giveth grace to the humble.”  He humbled himself.  He humbled 

himself.  He humbled himself. Proverbs Chapter 15 verse 33 says, “Before honor is 

humility.”  So we see here as a part of faith that excites God is humility, humbling 

yourself.  He humbled himself.  And so in Verse 9, he says something here.  He says, 

“I am a man under authority.”  In Verse 8 he says, “But speaks the word only my 

servant shall be healed.” 

 

Now, when I gleaned from this is this man, this centurion, he recognized who Jesus 

was.  Now that says to me and it speaks to all of us that we have to spend time 

meditating on exactly who God is.  Spend some time meditating on who God is.  I 

have made it a practice now in my prayer life, for the first 10 to 15 minutes of my 

prayer time, is to do nothing but just meditate on who God is, just to tell him who 

He is.  And I go through all the names of God.  I say, “God, you’re Elohim, the 

Almighty God.  You’re El Shaddai, the many-breasted, the All Sufficient One.  

You’re the God who’s more than enough.”  Well, I said, “You’re Jehovah-Jireh, our 

Provider.  You’re Jehovah-Rohi, our Shepherd.  You’re Jehovah-Rapha, our Healer.  

You’re Jehovah-Tsidkenu, our Righteousness.  You're Jehovah-M’Kaddesh, our 

Sanctifier.  You’re Jehovah-Nissi, our Banner.  You are Adonai, you are Lord.” 

 

And so I just go through all the names of God that I could think of and I spent time 

just meditating and saying who He is.  And sometimes I walk through the Bible and 

just call out who He is in every book of the Bible that I can think of and I’ll go 

through all of the scriptures and just walk through who He is.  And then sometimes, 

I just make my own list of He is.  And so sometimes, He’s the way out of no way.  

He’s bread when you’re hungry and He’s water when you’re thirsty.  Oh, He’s a 

doctor in a sickroom.  He’s a lawyer in a court room. 

 

So sometimes, you have to come up with your own list of who He is.  But you spend 

time meditating on who God is.  The Centurion knew exactly who he was.  He knew 

exactly who He was.  Let me tell you what the bible says about who Jesus is.  A lot 

of people think that Jesus was just a great prophet.  A lot of other religions think 

Jesus was just a great prophet.  But listen what the Bible says about Jesus, 

Colossians 1:15-16, “He is the image of the Invisible God.  For by Him were all 

things created that are in heaven and that are in earth.” 

 

Listen to what John Chapter 1 verse 3 says about Jesus, “All things were made by 

Him and without Him, was not anything made.”  John 1:1, “In the beginning was 

God.  The Word was with God and the Word was God.”  That sounds a little bit 

more than a prophet to me then. 

 

Well, you get a first meditate on who He is, meditate on who He is -- that He was 

David’s slingshot.  He was Moses’ rod.  He was Hezekiah’s sundown.  He was Peter’s 
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shadow.  He was Paul’s handkerchiefs and aprons.  And you just go through, you got 

to go through and just take the time to meditate on who God is in your life. 

 

Let me give you a broader point here, concerning that when you meditate on who 

God is, it enlarges your faith and shrinks your fear.  When you meditate on who 

God is, it enlarges your faith and it shrinks your fear. 

 

Turn to your neighbor and say, “Understand who God is.”  Meditate on exactly who 

God is.  And that’s what the centurion -- he knew exactly who Jesus was.  He knew 

exactly who Jesus was.  And then on Verse 8 and 9, we gleaned from this passage 

that the centurion understood.  He understood the authority of Christ.  He 

understood the authority of God’s word.  He simply said, “Speak the word only and 

my servant shall be healed.”  Another translation, I just love the way another 

translation puts it.  Another translation says, “Just give the order, my servant will 

be healed.”  The centurion understood something about authority.  He says, “I am a 

man under authority.”  He was under the emperor of Rome and he says, “Because I 

am under authority, I’m under the emperor, that when I tell a person to do 

something, he’s not just looking at me telling him to do it.”  He’s looking at the 

emperor telling him to do it.  And so the centurion said, “Jesus, I recognize You are 

a man under authority as well.  And so when you say something, it is God saying 

something.”  And so he understood authority.  He understood the authority of God’s 

Word.  He understood the authority of Christ.  He says. “Don’t even bother coming 

to my house, just speak the word only.”  Isn't that powerful?  Just speak the word 

only.  Just speak the word only. 

 

Here’s another broader point.  God’s power is not limited by time or distance.  Jesus 

didn’t have to go to the house to get the servant healed.  God’s power is not limited 

by time or distance.  Praise God.  Ain’t that wonderful?  Give God some praise about 

that.  His power is not limited by time or distance. 

 

I was praying to the Lord about something about a situation one day and I released 

my faith and as I was awaiting the answer, I found myself not even believing in my 

own prayer.  I was worried.  Now, if you’re worried, there is no way you can pray in 

faith and live in worry.  But I was worried, I was fretful.  I was anxious, nervous, 

afraid, and finally it dawned on me that I needed the faith of the centurion.  I 

needed the faith that would excite God.  And I’ve came back to the Lord and I said, 

“Sir, forgive me.”  I prayed a little while ago and I’ve been nervous and anxious ever 

since which means I didn’t even believe in my own prayer nor respect the authority 

of who you are or the authority of your word.  I said, “Sir, forgive me.” And I said, “I 

stand right now based on the authority of Your word.”  Mark 11: 24, “Whosoever, 

whatsoever things you desire when you pray, believe that you’ll receive them and 

you shall have them.” 
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I said, “Father, I’m basing this on your word.”  1John Chapter 5, “If we ask 

anything according to Your will, You will hear us and we will have the petitions of 

what we ask.”  I said, “Father, You said in Your word in John that if we’ll ask the 

Father anything in Jesus’ name, He would do it.”  And so I just came to Him like 

the centurion.  I said, “Sir, this is Your word.  This is my request and I thank You 

for doing it.”  This time, I stepped away in total confidence, total peace, total 

assurance and folks, within an hour the answer to that prayer manifested.  Praise 

God, praise God, praise God. 

 

Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the Word. 


