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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. We 
welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 
brothersoftheword.com. Welcome to today’s broadcast. Stay tuned to today’s 
message.

Open your bible if you will over to the Book of Isaiah, the Book of Isaiah Chapter 56. 
I like to read two verses there, Isaiah 56 Verse 6 and 7. When you get that, say 
Amen. Isaiah 56 Verse 6 and 7, and it reads, “Also the sons of the stranger, that join 
themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his 
servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taking hold of 
my covenant; Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
my house of prayer.” And also look at Psalms Chapter 37 Verse 4. And it reads, 
“Delight thyself also in the Lord and he shall give thee the desires of thy heart.”

And I just want to use the subject today, delighting in prayer, in Isaiah Chapter 56 
Verse 6 and 7. It says God said that he will call his people to be joyful in his house 
of prayer and then here in Psalms Chapter 37 Verse 4, we delight ourselves in the 
Lord. He will give us the desires of our heart delighting in prayer. So often, we only 
pray when we’re in trouble or when we’re going through something or having some 
type of pain or affliction or if we need something or want something from God. 
That’s when we find ourselves praying.

I recall the joke of two boys. They were staying at their grandmother’s house for the 
night. When it was time for them to go to bed, they were saying their night prayers. 
One of the boys, one of the brothers, he prayed, and he prayed the top of his mouth 
and he said, “God, I want a bicycle. God, I want a new stereo,” and he said, “God, I 
want a new pair of skates.” And he just yelled at the top of his lungs. His older 
brother said, “God isn’t hard of hearing.” He said, “I know, but grandma is.” And so 
often, we only pray when there’s something we want. Something we’re trying to get 
from God or if we’re in trouble or there’s something that we need and then we’ll find 
ourselves praying.

I even was talking to my mother this week and she told me that someone had called 
her. Actually, one of her relatives had called her and then she made this statement 
and then she said, “That means that they need something.” Because in other words, 
she said, “They only call when they need something.” And she said because she 
heard their voicemail, she knew that they needed something.

Do you ever think God feels that way about us? We only call when we need 
something. That’s really an awful position to be in, to come around only when you 
need something. I had a gentleman. He saw me one day and he just came. He was 
waving his hands like this at me. He says, “Listen, I don’t want a thing.” And the 
reason he said that is because normally when I see him, he always wants some 
money and he always wants something from me. And so this particular day, he was 
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just almost embarrassed. He came at me. He just simply waved and said, “I don’t 
want anything from you.” And he said, “In fact, I don’t want you to think that I 
want something every time you see me.” He said, “I am here just to greet you 
today.” And I said, “Glory to God! Hallelujah! How are you doing?” I said, “I’m really 
happy to see you today.”

So often, that’s the way we treat God. We only come around when we want 
something from him. But you know, there is something that’s called delighting in 
prayer, that when you’re in to pray just because you want to be with God just 
because he’s the lever of your soul, just because you want to be intimate, you want 
to have fellowship with him, and you just want to enjoy him.

My little two-year-old, there are times where she comes to me and she wants 
something from me. A lot of time she will come to me and there are times she wants 
things and she comes to dad. But there are other times when I’m just sitting there 
maybe watching television or something, she will just come and get into my lap and 
she doesn’t want anything at all. She just wants to get in dad’s lap. Oh, that’s like 
delighting in prayer. That’s delighting in prayer, for we can spend time with our 
Heavenly Father. We don’t want anything per se. We just want to be in his 
presence. We just want to adore him. We just want to love on him for who he is. 
Sometimes I spend a full day with my son, he will run with me in different places 
and at the end of the day, I say, “Son, I enjoyed being with you today. Just to have 
this time of fellowshipping with you, just you and dad, and I had fun.” And then so, 
I can understand and appreciate what it is to have fellowship with your child when 
there’s no ulterior motive other just simply want to delight in your presence.

There was a man that had purchased two baseball tickets for his particular home 
team, to go to every game that they went to in other cities when they played other 
teams. He purchased one for himself and for his son. He was telling his friend about 
it, about how he was going to be taking his son on all of these trips, to all of these 
baseball games. His friend replied to him and said, “I didn’t know you loved 
baseball that much.” He said, “I don’t, but I love my son that much.” He understood 
that he needed fellowship and reconciliation and time spent with his son, just 
delighting with his son

And so, that’s what we do when we delight in prayer with our Heavenly Father, just 
an intimate time to spend with him. Here’s a brother point I want to give you. God 
created us for fellowship with him. It is our greatest and highest calling. 1 
Corinthians Chapter 1 Verse 9, you don’t have to turn there, but it says, “God is 
faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ.” It’s 
our greatest and highest calling in life, fellowship with God. He created us to have a 
fellowship with him. It is our greatest and highest calling in life.
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1 John Chapter 1 Verse 3 says, “That ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” In these earlier 
apostles, they were actually sharing their experience with Christ when he walked 
the earth. And this was after he had ascended and they were telling other new 
believers about Jesus and how they had humbled him, how they had seen him, how 
they had experienced him. But they said, “Even though you all missed it, the good 
news is you can now have fellowship with us and him right now.” Isn’t that 
wonderful news? Even though we weren’t here when he physically walked the 
earth, we can have fellowship with him each and every day that we live. Go ahead 
and rejoice right there. That’s wonderful news. That is wonderful news, that we too 
can have fellowship. Truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ.

If you noticed in the bible, God had fellowship with Adam and Eve. In fact, when he 
came looking for them, the bible says that they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of evening. Well, this was the time when God 
normally fellowshipped with them. And so God was perplexed because they were 
not there for their normal fellowship like they would normally be there. But God 
walked in the cool of the evening in the garden to fellowship with his man whom he 
created. You’ll find that. The bible says about Moses that God spoke to Moses face to 
face as a man speaking to his friend and Abraham has recorded in the bible that 
Abraham was known as a friend of God. Fellowship, we are to have fellowship. God 
created us to have a fellowship with him. It is our greatest and highest calling.

In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus gave the model prayer. In the middle of that prayer, he 
says, “Give us this day our daily bread.” Fellowship with God is supposed to be 
daily. God wants daily fellowship with us. I was pondering this particular scripture 
one day over the Book of Lamentations Chapter 3, and it talks about how every 
morning, God’s mercies are new every morning. One translation says, “His loving 
kindness is afresh every morning.” And I was thinking about then, “Lord, why is it 
that you give us a fresh batch of mercy every morning, a fresh batch of loving 
kindness every morning?” And I thought about it in terms of my own life. I said, “I 
hug my family everyday.” Everyday I hug my wife and I hug my kids. Now, just 
because I hugged them yesterday, it still doesn’t mean that I’m not going to hug 
them today. Even though they were hugged on yesterday, I want to hug them all 
over again today because it’s a new day. I haven’t seen them during the night and so 
my affection and love missed them during the night time. And so when it’s a fresh 
new day, when I get to see them afresh, I want to hug them again. And just because 
I hugged them today does not mean I won’t want to hug them tomorrow. Each day I 
want to express my love to them even though I hugged them the day before and 
then it clicked. I said, “God, I see now why your mercy is anew every morning.” Just 
because God loved you yesterday, he wants to hug you today. And just because he 
hugs you today, tomorrow he’s going to want to hug you again.
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And so, God releases fresh new love. Love has to express itself each and everyday. 
God doesn’t want to live today off of his hug that he gave you yesterday. So he hugs 
you afresh everyday. Isn’t it that wonderful that God hugs afresh everyday? 
Everyday God hugs you afresh. And that’s what you mean now. Your loving 
kindness is afresh every morning. Next time you hug your family members 
everyday, think about God’s love that he wants to hug you everyday as well. He 
wants to hug you. His loving kindness is afresh everyday.

When we’re talking about delighting in prayer, and we’re going to continue in this 
series, but I just want to lay some foundational things about prayer with you today 
in that word “delight”. Delight means a great joy. It means pleasure. It means that 
it’s not something that’s not sure. It’s not something that’s drudgery. It’s something 
that you enjoyed doing. It's like being on your way to go to get a free scoop of ice 
cream sundae with strawberries, pineapple, hot fudge, whipped cream and a cherry 
on top. That is delight.  I can remember in my life, I used to go get one of those 
every few days. I used to just treat myself in just delight in that ice cream sundae. 
And so that’s what a prayer is supposed to be like to us. It's a treat. Prayer is not a 
duty. It’s not an obligation. It is a treat. It is a privilege. It is a pleasure. It is a 
delight.

And so, we should be so overjoyed and happy about the privilege of prayer. We 
should be looking forward to prayer. When your eyes open in the morning, you 
should be at the point where you can't wait to spend time in the presence of God, 
where you’re looking forward to it and you want to do it, and you can’t wait to be in 
his presence, and so that you can just release your love upon him and allow to him 
his release his love upon you. That’s what it means to delight in prayer.

I like something that Frederick Faber said, he says, “Only,” and he does this sort of 
in a poetic manner, but he says, “Only to sit and think of God, oh what a joy it is! To 
think the thought, to breathe the Name; Earth has no higher bliss.” And also, we 
not only delight in God when we’re delighting in prayer, but the bible says in 
Proverbs Chapter 15 -- turn over there with me in Proverbs Chapter 15. Look at 
Proverbs Chapter 15 Verse 8. The bible says there, “The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is his delight.” Also God, you 
are in God’s delight. The bible said that God takes pleasure in his people. God 
delights in his people. God delights in you. He delights when you spend time with 
him in prayer and in fellowship. What a delight it is to God. You bring him pleasure 
and delight and joy.

Martin Luther said this. He speaks about a prayer, he says, “I have so much to do 
today.” He said, “I have so much business to do today. I must spend the first three 
hours in prayer.” Here’s the brother point, pray when you don’t feel like praying for 
that is the time you need prayer the most. An unknown author said this. He says, 
“Prayer is a necessary stop that keeps you going.” Somebody asked Smith 
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Wigglesworth, probably the greatest apostle of our modern times, what was the 
length of his prayer. They saw such tremendous power in his life. They wanted to 
know how long he prayed. He responded and said, “I don’t pray long. I never pray 
longer than five minutes.” But he said, “I never go longer than five minutes without 
praying.” Delighting in prayer.

1 Thessalonians Chapter 5 Verse 17 says, “Pray without ceasing.” In Luke Chapter 
18 Verse 1, Jesus said, “Men always ought to pray, and not to faint.” So we have to 
delight ourselves in God, delight ourselves in prayer, and don’t wait until you feel 
like praying. You have to just pray even if you don’t feel like it because if you get in 
there and start praying and praising and worshipping God after a while, you will 
begin to limber up. It's almost like going to workout or exercise when you don’t feel 
like exercising. In the middle of your exercise, you begin to become energized and 
you begin to enjoy it and you begin to be glad that you're doing it. And so prayer is 
the same way. Sometimes it’s a struggle, but once you start and once you’re in the 
middle of it, oh, you’re so thankful and you’re so grateful that you made the decision 
to pray.

Here's another brother point I want to give you and this is actually an acronym, an 
acrostic. This is the brother point simply is our prayers should be hot. Everybody 
say that with me. Our prayers should be hot. Well, let me give you this acronym 
HOT. The H stands for honesty. Our prayers, when we enter into prayer, delighting 
in prayer with God, we are able to release our real emotions before God. You will 
discover that all of the great prayers in the bible were people that revealed their 
true emotions to God. They told God when they were angry. They told God when 
they felt like complaining and when they were afraid. And so, honesty is an integral 
part of your prayer. H is honesty. O is openness. Everybody say openness. Honesty, 
Openness, that’s when you’re not hiding anything when you enter into prayer. You 
can’t hide anything anyway because the bible says we’re naked. We’re naked in his 
sight. So it’s openness. There are no secrets from God.

There are no secrets. You can fool men, but you can’t fool God. And so when you 
come before God to delight in prayer, you’re honest, you’re open before him. And the 
T is trust. There must be trust when you come to have intimate prayer with God. So 
that’s the brother point. Our prayers should be hot. They should be honest, open, 
and they should contain trust. Let me share something with you about -- there are 
so many wonderful things that we’re going to get into in this series.

There’s something I ran across by an author by the name of Richard Foster. He had 
something in prayer that was really fascinating and it was called imagination in 
prayer. He talked about the importance of using imagination in prayer. He gave the 
illustration that he was called to a home to pray for this sick little girl. The little 
girl had a big brother who was about four years old. He said when he got there, he 
asked the brother who was four to pray with him. He said, “We’re going to pray for 
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your little sister.” But he said, “I want you to imagine something with me.” He said, 
“We know that Jesus is always with us.” And he said, “I want you to imagine that 
Jesus is sitting in the room and that as we pray and begin to send our attention on 
Jesus and we begin decrease our attention on the sickness of your sister that Jesus 
will stand up, that he will walk over. And when we lay hands on your sister to pray, 
Jesus will lay his hands on our hands.” And he said he did that. He said he prayed 
and they laid hands on his sister, imagining Jesus laying hands on their hands. He 
said the most miraculous thing. He said he doesn’t know how, but the next morning 
that girl was completely well. Praise God! Give God praise for imagination in 
prayer.

Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 
the word.
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