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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word.

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 
Brothersoftheword.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. We’re doing part two, 
something we began last time entitled “Delighting in Prayer”. I would like to read 
just a little humor that I came across this week. A preacher was giving a sermon to 
a full church when all of a sudden the devil appeared. He was menacing and 
threatening and the entire congregation started to flee the church except for one old 
man. When the church was empty, the devil went up to the man and asked “Aren't 
you afraid of me? I'm evil incarnate, the most horrific being in the universe and will 
most likely torture you.” The man replied, “You don't scare me. I've been married to 
your sister for 35 years.”

I noticed I got more laughter from the men. Ladies, don’t feel bad. I’ve also heard a 
version of that joke where it was the woman sitting in church. And her husband 
was the devil’s brother. So, don’t feel bad.

Well, open your Bible, if you will, to the book of Psalms 16:11. When you get there, 
say “Amen.” Psalms 16:11, let’s read it together. “Thou wilt show me the path of life. 
In thy presence is fullness of joy. At thy right hand there are pleasures 
forevermore.”  Once translation says, “In your presence there is unbounded joy, joy 
that has no bounds. At your right hand, delight forever.”  Unbounded joy and 
delight forever at his right hand and in his presence. And also look at Proverbs 15:8 
and read it together with me. “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the 
Lord. But the prayer of the upright is his delight.”

And so, we’re talking in this series from the subject “Delighting in Prayer Part 
Two”. Prayer is not drudgery, is not something that is to be a chore. It’s not 
something that we are to do out of duty or obligation or some type of Christian 
requirement or compulsion. It’s not something that you notice a duty, an obligation 
or a chore or something that’s drudgery. No. 

Prayer is to be a delight. It’s something we have to be looking forward to, something 
we have to be happy to do, eager to do where you can’t wait to do it, where you can’t 
wait to meet with God and to talk with your creator. It’s not a duty. It’s not 
drudgery. It’s not a chore.

Sometimes people think about when they have to pray, they appear to be like the 
man. I remember the old commercial for Dunkin Donuts and they will show the 
manager of the store. And every morning he will wake up and throw his legs and he 
says, “Time to make the donuts.” At this very early hour, “Time to make the 
donuts.” And he was half asleep when he was saying, but he was just pulling 
himself out of bed because he knew he had to make the donuts.
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Well, I want you to be like that with prayer. I don’t want you to throw your legs and 
be, “Well, it’s time to pray.” No, no, no. You should be excited. You should be 
delighted. This is the most important part of your day. This is the most exciting 
time of your life. You get to meet with your creator. You get to meet with your 
Heavenly Father and you get to have fellowship with Him.

And so, it’s an exciting time that we should be actually looking forward to. It’s a 
privilege. It’s a pleasure and it is such a delight, such a delight. So often we have to 
-- you could think about things that you have to do that you just don’t feel like 
doing. And it’s just such a chore, just such drudgery.

I remember my wife and I, we were giving my son a list of chores to do around the 
house. And we told him we needed him to take out the trash and we needed him put 
up all the shoes and we needed him to vacuum and we needed him to mop. And we 
gave him a long list and he stood there and literally just collapsed. He just collapsed 
into the floor. And I'm not talking about a baby. He was about 13 or 14 years old. He 
just collapsed and that’s just -- basically, he was saying there’s no more life in me if 
I have to do all of that. It’s just not worth living.

And sometimes that’s the way we are when it is time to pray. Sometimes we just 
look at it as just a chore, such drudgery and such a duty and something that’s 
boring, something I don’t want to do, I don’t like to do. It’s just so dry and still, a 
waste of time and don’t like. No, no. We shouldn’t be that. We should be the 
freshest, most exciting, the most alive time of your day when you get a chance to 
exchange communication with God.

Prayer keeps us connected to God. Prayer keeps us connected to God. Prayer is a 
contact point. It’s a contact point where we touch God, where we literally are able to 
touch God. If you want to be able to touch God, you touch Him in prayer. You touch 
Him in prayer.

I had wonderful years. I said, “Lord, if I could ever just touch you like the woman 
who touched the end of your garment.” He said, “You can. You touch me in prayer.” 
Prayer is a contact point. It is a way that we touch God. It keeps us connected. Turn 
to your neighbor and say, “Prayer keeps us connected to God.” Prayer keeps us 
connected to God.

I like something that E.M Bounds said. He says, “Prayer should not be regarded as 
a duty which must be performed, but rather as a privilege to be enjoyed, a rare 
delight that is always revealing some new beauty.” In other words, you got to see 
something beautiful every time you spend time in prayer with God. God is going to 
enlighten you and infuse you, to be infused with His presence, to be infused with 
His power, to be infused with His love. You got to be something new is going to be 
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revealed to you each and every time you come in to contact with the living God. We 
are never the same.

One woman said to keep her mind on the excitement of prayer. She says she always 
looks at prayer and treats it as if she is going to meet someone because she is. And 
she said when she is making coffee before she prays. She makes two cups of coffee, 
one for her and one for God. So she treats it as an appointment that she is on the 
way to meet with God and that coffee there just symbolizes that she is not alone, 
but she is in the presence of the Almighty God.

Here is a brother point, prayer is not just a toolkit for broken down situations. It’s a 
life giving force that we can enjoy daily. Prayer is not just a tool kit for broken down 
situations. It is a life giving force that we can enjoy daily. It’s a relationship with 
God. It’s relationship with God. It’s communion with God. It’s fellowship with God. 
It’s been said that prayer should be as natural to Children of God as breathing is. 
Prayer is that vital to the existence of our spiritual lives.

Prayer is powerful. Rather, say that with me. Prayer is powerful. Prayer makes a 
difference. Say that with me, prayer makes a difference. Prayer changes things. 
Prayer is powerful. Prayer makes a difference. Prayer changes things. Prayer is a 
powerful force and sometimes we underestimate the power of prayer. Sometimes we 
forget about the efficacy and the power and the privilege that we have in prayer. 
But prayer is powerful. Prayer makes a difference and prayers changes things. 
Prayer changes things.

In fact, John Wesley so believed in the power of prayer, he said that it seems as if 
God can do nothing in the earth unless someone ask Him to do it. He understood 
prayer, the power of prayer.

I want you to see something, the Bible -- I want to see you to see this passage. Turn 
over with me to the Book of James, the Epistle of James. I want you to see the 
Epistle of James because it talks about the power of Prayer in Chapter 5 and I 
think it’s put in there just to remind us that prayer is not something that we should 
just take lightly, that we should just look at to no avail, that we should just brush 
off and just look at it as a religious duty or something that you do to make you look 
religious. It’s not something for piety or just to make you look holy. But no, prayer is 
powerful. Prayer changes things. Prayer makes a difference.

And so James, he highlights it just to remind us that prayer is a powerful force. 
Look at James Chapter 5 and let’s begin reading at verse 13. James 5:13, now I 
noticed here and I have ever noticed this before. I’ve read James 5 all my life. I’ve 
read it for years, but I’ve never noticed this concerning prayer, James 5:13-18, it 
mentions prayer or pray or prayed seven times. Seven times just from verse 13 
through verse 18. Seven times it mentions “Pray”, “Prayer”, or “Prayed” and I want 
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you to take notice of them. Let’s begin reading James 5:13-18, “Is any sick among 
you? Let him pray. Let him pray. Is any merry? Let him sing songs. Is any sick 
among you? Let him call for the elders of the church.” Notice, “Let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick and the Lord shall raise them up and if he have committed sins, they 
shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another”, and notice this, “And 
pray one for another that you may be healed the effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.”

Another translation says that it makes power available that is dynamic in its 
working. The prayer of a righteous man availeth much. And so, notice what he’s 
saying. Prayer is powerful. Prayer makes a difference. Prayer changes things. Then 
it goes on in verse 17, it says -- and this was to give us some hope, to let us know 
that -- it says, “Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we are.” In other words, 
Elijah was just a man. He was human flesh just like we are. He was afraid. He was 
afraid. He was fearful. He had human emotions. He grew tired and weary. He was 
subject to the same things that we are subject to, but notice what it says. It says, 
“And he prayed earnestly that it may not rain.” And it didn’t rain on earth by the 
space of three and a half years just because he prayed.

Now, to me, that says prayer changes some things. Prayer makes a difference and 
prayer is powerful. Here's a man that controlled the heavens where rain was 
concerned. Controlled the heavens where rain was -- all he did was pray. All he did 
was pray. Prayer is powerful. Look at verse 18, “And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gave rain.” This man is controlling the rain by nothing but the power of his 
prayer.

Folks, prayer makes a difference. Prayer changes things. Prayer is powerful. Say 
that again with me, prayer makes a difference. Prayer is powerful. Prayer changes 
things. Prayer changes things. And so, we are reminded here in James Chapter 5 of 
the power of prayer. The power of prayer.

You think about of the heroes in the Bible, Joshua prayed and the sun stood still for 
a day. The sun didn’t even go down. Here’s Elijah praying now, he stopped the rain. 
Joshua prayed and held the sun in its place, nothing but by his prayer, nothing. 
Folks, prayer is powerful. Prayer makes a difference and prayer changes things.

This is going to put a little bit more weight on your prayers now. You got to have a 
little bit more confidence when you pray, when you understand that one man 
prayed and it didn’t rain. Another man prayed and the sun stood still. What it is 
that you need to pray about? Prayer is powerful. Prayer changes things. Prayer 
makes a difference.
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The first recorded prayer was Abraham in the Book of Genesis where God had 
closed up the wound of all of the women. He had closed up all of the women where 
they couldn’t bear children in the Kingdom of Abimelech, King Abimelech. And so, 
God told Abraham after Abimelech had restored Abraham’s wife to him, God told 
Abraham to pray, “And I’ll heal the women and I’ll open their wounds.” He used 
prayer. In this something God didn’t just do it, he told Abraham to pray for.

That kind of goes back to where John Wesley said “It seems like God does nothing 
in the earth that somebody ask for it.” God didn’t just open up the women, He said 
“Abraham.” He says, “I’ll have him a servant Abraham to pray then I’ll open the 
women back up.”

Folks, that’s the power of prayer. That’s the privilege of prayer. All prayer is 
powerful. Prayer changes things. Prayer makes a difference. Prayer makes a 
difference. You should be covering your kids in prayer. Prayer makes a difference. 
You should be covering your spouse in prayer. Prayer makes a difference. You 
should be praying. Prayer makes a difference.

Folks, there is something about prayer. I got to hold to something. I’ve been 
learning new things and I’ve been praying a long time. I've been praying all my life, 
but I’m happy that I'm able to learn something new. Turn to your neighbors so you 
can teach an old dog a new trick.

Now, I thought I knew everything about prayer. I’ve been preaching for over 20 
years. I’ve been a student of God’s word over 20 years. I studied prayer and taught 
it extensively. I've taught the 40 steps of prayer. I know all the things you do to get 
a prayer. I know all about prevailing prayer. I know all about travailing prayer. I 
know all about the Holy Spirit helping you in prayer. I know all about groaning in 
prayer. I know all about having a prayer language. I know all about praising in 
prayer. I know all about praying God’s word. I know all about prayer, but you have 
to learn something new. I learned something new. I learned something new. I 
learned something new.

Here’s something I learned from Frank LauBach. He has written several books on 
prayer, but he developed something called “Flash Prayers”. I had never heard of 
this concept, Flash Prayers. Everybody say, “Flash Prayers”. Now, I can see you. I 
want to know what in the world is a Flash Prayer. 

I’m glad you asked. He said a Flash Prayer is -- he says, “To meet anyone is to 
pray.” I’m going to say that again, to meet anyone is to pray. And so, a Flash Prayer 
is when you meet someone, you pray for them. Not out loud where they can hear it, 
but under your breath. You say, “God bless them. God do them good. Show them 
your favor. They don’t know you. Let them meet the Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, do 
something good in their lives.”
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He said, “Everybody you meet throughout the day, do a Flash Prayer on them. You 
direct your prayer toward them without them even knowing it.” He said as a result 
of that, he began to see tremendous result. He says some people would turn back 
and smile as if they felt something. And some people would respond, others 
wouldn’t, but he said -- now listen to what he said, he said “We can change a nation 
if thousands of us would constantly throw a cloak of prayer around everyone in our 
circle of nearness.”

Think about it, if all of us. We all probably encountered 10 to 15 people everyday, 20 
people a day. Think of all of us through a cloak of prayer, if we flash the prayer 
toward everyone we came in contact with throughout the day, what an impact. We 
could change this nation. If everybody just threw a cloak of prayer over everybody 
they encountered. Flash prayers, turn to your neighbor and say, “Do a flash prayer.” 
Flash Prayer, that’s when you direct a prayer towards somebody and they don’t 
even know it. They won’t even know what hit them. See, you're hitting them and 
they don’t even know what hit them. You hit them with a Flash Prayer.

He said that these Flash Prayers when they are combined, they’re like drops of 
water that make an ocean which defies resistance. See, when everybody’s Flash 
Prayers all accumulated together, it becomes a mighty ocean of prayer going forth 
in the earth.

Now, that’s a Flash Prayer and that’s a flash prayer. I also learned something, now 
this is actually by Elaine Helms called “Prayer Walking”. I had never heard of that. 
I had never heard a Prayer Walking. Turn to your neighbor and say, “Have you 
heard of prayer walking?” Well, here’s what Prayer Walking is, different concept. I 
had never heard of it. Prayer Walking is a unique concept. It’s simply taking a walk 
with God. You take a walk with God.

And so, you’re accomplishing two things. You’re getting some exercise, but as you’re 
walking she said, “Walk around your neighborhood and begin to pray for every 
house you pass.” She said, “Look at the items in the yard and that will give you 
some concept of who lives there, what they may be going through.” And she said, 
“Just try to make yourself sensitive to every house you pass and do Prayer 
Walking.” You're praying as you're walking. You're walking as you're praying. 
You're in touch with your Almighty God, your Heavenly Father while you're 
walking. So you're working out. You're getting exercised, but you're not just 
walking, you're Prayer Walking.

So you’re on assignment. You’ve turned your exercise into an assignment. You’re 
now on an assignment. You’re like a secret service agent. You’re a secret agent out 
there. You’re Prayer Walking. You're just walking around your neighborhood, but 
you're Prayer Walking. Isn't that good? I like that, Prayer Walking. Turn to your 
neighbor and say, “Go on a Prayer Walk today.”
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Prayer Walking, Flash Prayer, that’s all I'm learning. I'm learning some creative 
things about prayer. But prayer is powerful. Prayer changes things. Prayer makes a 
difference. Prayer makes a difference. Let me give you this brother point, “You can 
do more than pray after you have prayed, but you can never do more than pray 
until you have prayed.” That’s by A.J. Gordon. You can do more than pray after you 
have prayed but you can never do more than pray until you have prayed.

Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 
the word.
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