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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word! 

 

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

BrothersoftheWord.com. Stay tuned to today's message, we're doing Part 4 on 

something we began a few weeks ago entitled, "Delighting in Prayer". 

 

I would like to share just a little humor. A couple of people emailed me this week 

and it reads – Ralph and Edna were both patients in a mental hospital and one day 

while they were walking past a hospital swimming pool Ralph jumped into the deep 

end. He sank to the bottom of the pool and stayed there. Edna promptly jumped in 

to save him. She swam to the bottom and pulled him out. When the head nurse 

director became aware of Edna's heroic act, she immediately ordered her to be 

discharged from the hospital as she now considered her to be mentally stable. When 

she went to tell Edna the news, she said – Edna, I have good news and bad news. 

The good news is, you're being discharged since you were able to rationally respond 

to a crisis by jumping in and saving the life of your friend. I have concluded that 

your act displayed sound mindedness. The bad news is, Ralph hung himself in the 

bathroom with his bathrobe belt right after you saved him. I'm so sorry but he's 

dead. Edna replied, 'He didn’t hang himself, I put him there to dry. How soon can I 

go home?' 

 

Well open your Bible if you will to the book of Psalms 16:11, we're using that as one 

of our texts Psalms 16:11, when you get there say 'Amen'. Thou wilt shew me the 

path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 

for evermore. And also in the book of Proverbs 15, we were looking at a text there, 

Proverbs 15:8, let's read verse 8 together, 'The sacrifice of the wicked is an 

abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight.' And so we're 

talking from the subject 'Delighting in Prayer', where prayer is not a duty, it’s not 

an obligation, it’s not a forced requirement or it's not something we do out of 

compulsion but prayer is rather a privilege. It's something to be enjoyed, it’s a 

delight, it's a pleasure, something that we look forward to and something that we 

can't wait to engage in. We’re eager to do it. 

 

Prayer is God's gift to us and so it's a delight. I noticed that, you know, with my 

kids, when I take my kids to get ice cream, I never have to make my kids, eat all 

their ice cream. I never say, you know you finish that double scoop of chocolate and 

I mean it. You never have to do that, why? Because that's a delight to them, they 

enjoy it. And so, that's the way it is with prayer. And prayer should be just as 

delightful, it should be something that we're compelled to do because of our love and 

our affection and because we enjoy spending time with the Father. A.W. Tozer said, 

The Bible is not an end in itself but a means to bring men to an intimate and 

satisfying knowledge of God that they may enter into him that they may delight in 

his presence, may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God himself in 

the core and center of their hearts. 
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I love the way he put that, the Bible is not a means in itself but it's simply a way 

that we can – it draws us into relationships so that we can take it a step further 

than just reading the Bible. We can sit down and talk to the author. Isn't that good? 

You don’t have to just read the Bible. Prayer is talking to the author. If you ever 

were given two options, whether to read the Bible or to pray, always choose to pray 

because prayer is talking to the author. You can read his book or you can talk to the 

author. I think talking to the author is the highest and the best. I'm not saying 

forsake the Bible, you need to do that as well. You read his book so that you can talk 

intelligibly to the author. You need to know what the author is saying when you're 

talking to the author. 

 

How would you feel if you went out to dinner with a Pulitzer Priced author to talk 

about his book and you hadn’t read his book? And so, that's the way it is. So you 

read his book but then we have the privilege of talking to the author. So we're 

talking about delighting in prayer. Prayer is something that we should delight in. 

You know, people have different things they delight in. Some men delight in fishing. 

You talk about going fishing; their eyes are getting this big. Some men delight it 

going to a basketball game or football game, myself included. I get excited when I 

get to go to a game. Some men delight in hunting or other outdoor activities and 

some ladies delight in – you mention going shopping and their heart begins to 

palpitate when they find a new store. So we delight in different things but prayer is 

something we don’t always put on that delight list and yet is the most rewarding. It 

is the most beneficial. It is the most profitable to our lives. 

 

Prayer enables us to do some things and to have some things resident in our lives; 

I'm going to share some things that prayer enables us to do. Prayer enables us to 

know God better intimately, to express our love to him and to receive his love 

toward us, so prayer is an opportunity to know God better, to express our love to 

him and to receive his love into our lives. I love spending just a moment in prayer 

just basking in the love of God. His love fills you when you're with him. You can't be 

with him without being filled with his love. He is love and so, you're overwhelmed 

with love, with the Father's love whenever you spend time in prayer. So we get a 

chance to know him better, we get a chance to express our love to him and receive 

his love into our lives. 

 

Prayer enables us to experience peace more. There is something about prayer that 

causes you to trust God more. You’re not frazzled after you're finished praying. 

You're not worried to death after you finish praying. There's something about being 

in the presence of God through prayer. It causes you to experience peace, stronger 

peace or to trust God; there is a greater trust toward God that comes through 

prayer. That's why Philippians 4:6-7 says, 'Don't be anxious for anything but by 

prayer and supplication let your request be made known unto God with 

thanksgiving and the peace of God which passes all understanding shall guard your 

heart and your mind. 
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So notice that peace comes as a result to prayer. Peace comes as a result to prayer. 

So you would notice, you're not frazzled, you're not worried. There is an assurance 

and a confidence and a trust that is built up in you after you have spent some time 

in prayer. So we experience more peace, more trust and God's peace just floods our 

hearts and our minds. Something else happens that prayer enables us to develop a 

strong spirit. You know, when you spend time in prayer, you're able to fight off the 

temptations of the flesh better. You know you're not enticed or you're not yielding to 

the temptations, you know, you're not flying off the handle with somebody or losing 

your cool or you're not getting over into the activities of the flesh because your spirit 

is stronger because you've been in prayer. 

 

So prayer causes us to be able to resist all of the temptations of the flesh and it also 

gives us the ability to yield to God's word, to yield to God's will. You know, after 

you've been in prayer, you want to do those things that are pleasing God. You don’t 

want to walk in the flesh. You want to honor God. You want to walk in the spirit. 

And so, prayer – that's something that enables us to do, is to develop our spirits, 

where that spirit is so strong and we're not giving way to the flesh. And so we are 

able to walk pleasing to him and want to carry out his Word and want to do things 

God's way and we want to do his will but that comes from spending time in prayer. 

 

In prayer, prayer enables us to receive more grace because prayer is an act of 

humility. The Bible says that God gives grace to the humble. See, when you pray, 

you're humbling yourself because what you're saying when you pray, is that, you're 

saying – God I need you. I cannot make it through this life without you. I cannot 

handle life on my own. I honor you as God and I need to spend time with you, Lord 

and allow you to strengthen me and make me and mold me and infuse me with your 

presence and with your power and with your spirit, with your anointing, with your 

love with your joy so that I can successfully make it through the rough terrains of 

life. 

 

So prayer is an act of humility. That's why the Bible says in 2 Chronicles 7:14, If my 

people who are called by my name would humble themselves and pray. So prayer is 

an act of humility. You're saying that God is greater than I am. I need it in my life 

and I recognize him as God. So as an act of your humility and prayer God pours 

more grace on you because he gives grace to the humble. Isn't that good? You get an 

extra dose of grace when you get off on your knees. That's why you feel so good. 

When you get up, you just got a dose of grace poured on your life. Grace to handle 

the day, grace to handle the day, grace to handle problems, grace to handle co-

workers, grace to handle your kids, grace to deal with your finances, grace to deal 

with your boss, you got grace to deal with people out in traffic because God gives 

humble to the grace but no, he gives grace to the humble. 

 

I don’t know he may give humble to the grace. He may give some humility to those 

who are graceful. Well, prayer also enables us to have better relationships because 
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after you've been in prayer, you're quicker to repent and you're quicker to forgive. 

So prayer actually helps our relationships. You don’t see all of that fussing and 

fighting and arguing going on if people pray. You can always tell, if the tones are 

way up here and everybody is fussing to fight, I guarantee there's not much prayer 

going on around there. 

 

Prayer improves our relationships. Prayer improves relationships. Try praying with 

your spouse. Try praying with those you live with. It improves relationships because 

you're quicker to forgive, quicker to repent and you're infused. You're spirit is 

stronger and so you are doing things God's way, you're more harmonious. So prayer 

improves our relationship. When we pray, we also influence others to pray. When 

we pray, we also influence other people to pray. 

 

I'll never forget this, I was on my knees praying one morning and I looked up and 

my youngest daughter at that time, she was probably about maybe 9 to 10 months 

or probably less than a year old. I looked up and she was on her knees beside me 

praying. Now she never had a learned prayer, she didn’t even know how to talk. She 

could barely walk and I looked up but she was praying because she saw Daddy on 

his knees. Prayer influences other people to pray. And it was so cute, I looked at her 

and she had her little hands – so she was copying Daddy all the way. She had it 

down. Isn't that something? She was imitating me in prayer. And I said, 'Wow!' We 

have to be so careful what we do as parents because our kids will imitate us. They 

will imitate us. More is caught than is taught. 

 

And so our kids – we can make that a Brother Point. I think Bishop Dale said that. 

More is caught than is taught. And so when we pray, we influence other people to 

pray. Here is something else prayer does for us. Prayer, it enables us to be more 

sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Prayer enables us to be more sensitive to 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. When you have been engaged in prayer begin to 

listen and to be more aware of God's presence throughout the day. Begin to become 

more aware of God's leading, his voice and his presence throughout the day because 

prayer makes us more sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I heard a testimony from a woman, a woman of prayer and she said, being a woman 

of prayer, she's very sensitive to the Holy Spirit and she said, one day, she was at 

the red light and she says, she felt the Holy Spirit just pressing upon her to stay 

there just a few seconds after the light turned green and she said she obeyed. She 

just sat there for a few seconds after the light turned green. She said, sure enough a 

car raced by doing 60 miles per hour that ran the red light. She realized that she 

would have been a tragic accident if she had not just obeyed and listened to the 

leading of the Holy Spirit. It's something so small and something so simple but 

prayer sensitizes our spirit to the Holy Spirit. So be open, be aware, be sensitive to 

God's voice, to his leadings, to the Holy Spirit, throughout your day, God is 

available to you because you have now put up your spiritual antenna because of 
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your personal prayer. So now, your antenna is out there and you're more sensitive 

and so, God is able to give messages to you throughout the day. He is able to lead 

you, guide you, and talk to you throughout your day even – you know you may not 

be in a prayer time but because of your personal prayer you've tuned your spirit. 

 

Here's a Brother Point. Prayer tunes your spirit to have better reception to God's 

voice. So take the time to listen, listen throughout the day. Also listen while in your 

prayer time. See so often, in prayer time, we do all the talking and then we get up 

and leave. But no, that's a monologue. Prayer is a dialogue. And so, in your prayer, 

after you've gotten – you know after you have prayed, stay on your knees for a little 

while and just be quiet. And so, Lord, is there anything you want to share with me 

today, anything you want to impress upon my heart, any scripture you want to 

enlighten to me or bring to my attention? Lord, is there anything you need, use of 

me to do the day, anybody you want to lay on my heart? God, is there anything you 

want to talk to me about, anything I need to change in my life? 

 

See, prayer is communication, it's a dialogue, it's not a monologue and so often 

we've made prayer a monologue. And so we get in prayer and we say, God, thank 

you so much. I love you. Bless me; bless my family, my son, wife. I ask for no more 

God. Thank you for providing for me, my job. God, bless the President of United 

States. God bless our military, bless the police force God. Oh God, let your presence, 

touch Grandma, bless her oh Lord. Help her with her aching knees. Help her with 

her arthritis oh God. Lord help my crazy tutor, let him line up, let him go to church. 

Oh God thank you so much God. Thank you so much, Amen. And then we leave – 

we get up and leave. That is not a prayer that was a monologue. 

 

How would you like it, if somebody called you on the telephone and you got on the 

phone and you were just listening and after they ran their miles for about 15 

minutes without stopping. They said, alright, bye-bye. And you never had a chance 

to respond, you never had a chance to interact. So that's what prayer is. So learn to 

listen, learn to wait, wait in God's presence, listen, give him an opportunity. Let me 

read something to you that someone said – Søren Kierkegaard said this – he said a 

man prayed and at first he thought that prayer was talking but he became more 

and more quiet until in the end he realized that prayer is listening. 

 

Here's a Brother Point by Richard Foster, he said this – Listening to the Lord is the 

first thing, the second thing and the third thing necessary for successful prayer. So 

take time to listen, not just in your prayer time but you keep your antenna up all 

throughout the day because if the Lord needs to send you a message or warning or 

caution to redirect you, then you'll be sensitized to the Holy Spirit. I was going on 

tour – a convenient store one night and I just felt a strong prompting not to go in 

that store and I want you to know I stopped and turned around and got right back 

in my car and drove off. I don’t know what was waiting on the inside of that for me 

but I was not sticking around and try to find out. I obeyed the Holy Spirit and I 
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don’t know what I might have prevented from happening or taken place or anything 

but I was not about, you know, I said, I'm going to listen. I felt a strong urge not to 

go in there and I obeyed. 

 

So learn to listen to God. There have been times where I've taken different routes 

home because I just felt the urge not to go the normal way, take a different route 

home, go a different way, and you'll be surprised when you begin to just listen. God 

will lead you, God will guide you. He'll save you, he'll protect you, and he'll deliver 

you if we can learn to listen. 

 

Prayer enables us to have some wonderful, wonderful results in our lives. Listen to 

what James 5:16 says in one translation it says, The effectual fervent prayer of a 

righteous man availeth much. But here's another translation and says, The earnest 

prayer of a righteous person has great power and wonderful results. And so, when 

you study prayer, you look at prayers in the Bible, you see people, Hezekiah prayed 

and God added 15 years on his life simply because he prayed. Oh men, it's powerful 

and it has great results. 

 

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, 

you need the Word. 

 

Praise God, amen, amen, amen and amen. "Delighting in Prayer."  

 

Anybody been getting anything out of these messages on prayer? Praise God amen, 

amen. Well I'm going to ask one of our pastors to come and close us out. We have 

about 5 minutes left. I didn’t get a chance to get to all my good stuff but – That's 

alright we got some things established and we said some wonderful things and just 

meditate and ask the Lord to talk to your heart and maybe he'll share personally 

with you some of the things he had already given me to share with you. So just talk 

to him, get quiet before him and say, "Lord, can you just whisper to me some of the 

things. I want to begin all of that Lord and that I don’t want to miss it here 

tonight." 

 

Remember, he's the author of the book; he's the author of the book. Oh men, what a 

joy it is to walk around and live life with the author of the book living on the inside 

of you. So what, you left your Bible at home, the author of the book lives in the 

inside of you. Whenever I cannot think of a scripture, I always get quiet and say, 

God you wrote the Bible, tell me where it is, you wrote it, you're the author, tell me 

where it is. You'll be surprised a number of times I've been looking for scriptures, 

God will tell me exactly where it is. I tapped in to the realization, the author of the 

book lives on the inside of us. Praise God, oh praise God!  


