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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word. 
Welcome to all of you all who are joining us by television and those of you joining us 
at brothersoftheword.com.  Today we're doing part 3 of the 4-part series entitled 
Coming Back From A Setback.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  I would to just read 
a little humor I came across this week.  A funeral services being held on a church 
for a woman who has just passed away and at the end of the service, the pole 
barriers carrying the casket accidentally bumped into a wall jarring the casket. 
They hear a faint moan; they opened the casket and find that the woman is actually 
alive.  She lives for 10 years longer and then dies.  A ceremony is again held at the 
same church and at the end the pole barriers are again carrying the casket out and 
as they are walking, the husband calls out, “Watch out for the wall.”

Open your Bible if you will to our text that we've been using in this 4-part series. 
We've been using Job chapter 42, and we've been using verses 10, 12 and 13.  We all 
know the calamity, the setback that Job was hit with all of a sudden losing his 
children, losing his material wealth, all of his cattle and even his health but the end 
we turn to the end of the story and we see Job is coming back from a setback.  So, 
look at Job 42:10.  We read verse 10, verse 12 and verse 13.  Let us begin reading 
verse 10 in unison Job chapter 42:10 “And the Lord turned the captivity of Job 
when he prayed for his friends.  Also, the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had 
before.”  Verse 12, “So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his 
beginning for he had 14,000 sheep and 6,000 camels and a thousand yoke of oxen 
and a thousand donkeys.” and then verse 13, “He had also seven sons and three 
daughters.”

And so we see Job ending up with actually double than he had before so God let’s us 
know that He’ll give us double for our trouble if we keep a right attitude and if we 
maintain the right spirit of faith in Him then we can actually come out better.  So, 
we're talking about coming back from a setback and I think God uses Job just to 
illustrate that life isn’t over just because you have a setback and you're going to 
have some horrific things to happen to you but life still isn’t over.  Some people say 
it’s not over to the fact but I like to say it’s never over unit God brings you out on 
top, to God calls you to win.  As life something that bishop says all the time, he says 
that God never ends on a negative.  He never ends on a negative.  In fact, I want to 
use it as a brother point.  God never ends on a negative.  So, if you're in a negative 
situation, rest assured it’s not over.

Let me repeat that.  God never ends on a negative.  If you're in a negative situation, 
rest assured it’s not over.  Isn’t that wonderful news?  Isn’t it a good news to know 
that we can always come back from a setback.  And God brings us back.  Some 
people come back better and some people come back been out of shape and angry. 
Some people even distort but there are other people who come back better, who 
come back better.  Now, this is the attitude of faith that Job had, flipped over with 
me to Job chapter 23.  Let me show you this scripture here.
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You’ll see Job’s viewpoint of the setback, Job chapter 23 beginning verse 8, verse 8-
10, Job chapter 23:8-10.  It says “Behold, I go forward but He is not there and 
backward but I cannot perceive Him.  On the left hand where He does work but I 
cannot behold Him, He hided in Himself on the right hand that I cannot see Him.” 
So notice, Job he saw the picture and he’s in a box.  He’s on a box without God and 
that’s where it is.  Sometimes we feel boxed in when you are in a setback.  He’s 
boxed and He says I cannot see God in front of me, in right, I can't see Him behind 
me.

I’m thinking about Michael Jackson.  Michael Jackson has a song where he does 
these motions and almost went into the routine right there.  But I had to remind 
myself I was preaching.  But he was boxed in.  But I want you to see the end what 
he says there in verse 10 “But He knoweth the way that I take.  When he hath tried 
me, I shall come forth as gold.”  Notice Job knew He was coming back.  He knew. 
He didn’t say I’m going to perish.  This could be the end of me.  My life is over.  He 
said no, he said even though I can't readily identify and place my finger exactly on 
God.  He says but when I’m done going through this trial, I’m coming forth as pure 
gold.  He knew he was coming back.  He knew that He was coming back.  So, that’s 
a great news and attitude for us to have to know that we can come back better.

So, when you go through with Job will say “I’m going to come forth as pure gold, 
gold comes forth better after he’s been through the trial of fire.  It’s been purified.  It 
is better quality.  It is stronger.  So, it is better.  So, Job said, “I’ll be better when 
God brings me through Him.”  So, you let a setbacks as an avenue not to destroy 
you, not something that destroys you but something you actually bounce back from 
and you come back better.  You come back better, you come back stronger, you come 
back wiser, you come back better equipped, you come back with more stability in 
your life more than know how in your life.  You come back with a deeper 
relationship with God in your lives.  So, you come back better, you come forth as 
pure gold.  Isn’t that good news and know that we can come back from a setback? 
We can come back from a setback.  Flip over with me to Proverbs.

Here’s another scripture.  We read proverbs chapter 24, Proverbs chapter 24:16, 
Proverbs chapter 24:16 says “For a just man falleth seven times and riseth up 
again, but the wicked shall fall into mischief.”  So notice that God’s people may fall 
seven times but they rise again.  See there is something God has put in His people. 
He has put bounce back power.  There's a spirit of bounce back that God has put on 
the inside of His people for us to be able to bounce back in any setback in life for 
just man falleth seven times and riseth up again.  See success is simply getting up 
one more time than you fall.  That’s all what success is.

Success is getting up one more time than you fall.  I love something that the book, 
you don’t have to turn the book. The book of Micah chapter 7:8, Micah declares to 
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his enemies, he says “Don’t rejoice too quickly O my enemies for when I fall, I shall 
arise.”  I shall arise, I love that.  He was letting his enemies know just because I've 
had a setback, don’t make fun of me don’t think that’s the end of me.  No, when I 
fall, I shall arise.  He understood that you could come back from a setback.  I love 
that.  Don’t rejoice too quickly O my enemies for when I fall, I shall arise.  And Job 
teaches us something.  He teaches us that setbacks happen to good people.

I had a friend of mine.  He called me a couple of weeks ago and he called me and I 
ended up being on the phone with him for about 30 minutes I guess or longer but 
something had--he had just a setback and he said, “I had the call of profession.”  He 
was a professional electrician sort of person and he said you know he’s there when 
air condition breaks, he said, “There's one thing that tinker around.”  When you 
really want to fix you call a professional.  And he said, “I just had a major setback in 
my life.”  And he said, “I’ve asked a few people if they can't do anything so I'm 
calling a professional so he called me.  I said, “Well, you just call me at the right 
time because I’m preaching coming back from a setback.”

And so I listened to his setback and he just told me how distraught and how 
dismayed.  He told me about what happened.  He said he had just prayed for God’s 
protection over a particular project he was working on and he says no longer than 
he had just finished praying, something went wrong.  He was set way back in this 
project.  He was distraught.  He was just dismayed because he had just prayed and 
he couldn’t figure out why God had allowed that to happen if he just prayed for he 
said, “I did everything right.”  He said, “I put God first.”  And he said no man would 
even do that.  He said by the words, “I have put God first, I prayed over the project 
and then this ends up happening.”

Actually, somebody got hurt working on his side.  One of his employees was hurt 
and he was--he said it just took something out of him not to win that up.  And he 
was trying to just get some type of clarity.  Some type of understanding of why this 
would happen after he had just prayed.  And this is what I told him I said, “Look, 
setbacks, happen to good people.”  I said “Not all the time that we've done 
something wrong.” I said, “Job was perfect.” He assured evil.  He was upright.  Job 
was a man perfect before God.  Not many of us could say that but Job was a man 
perfect before God and he lost everything.

I said setbacks happen to good people.  Let me share with you some script of what 
the scripture say about the first Peter 4:12 says “Think it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you as though some strange things happen onto you.” 
The Bible said don’t think it strange, don’t think you’ve been picked out or picked on 
just because you prayed, just because you read your Bible, just because you go to 
church that doesn’t make you immune to setbacks.  So don’t think--sometimes we 
think it strange because we're so good.
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We think we're so getting two shoes that we have been walking with God been 
trying to do what's right.  The bottom still falls apart.  The bottom drops out on me. 
Setbacks happen to good people.  Tell your neighbors that setbacks happen to good 
people.  Setbacks are normal to life and success.  That’s what the verses said. 
Setbacks are normal to life and success.  Notice this verse James.  You don’t have to 
turn them and James chapter 1:2 says “Count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations test to trial.”  Notice this, it says count it all joy when, it didn’t if you 
fall into.  It says when you fall into Him.  Setbacks are normal to life and success. 
Setbacks are normal to life.  Setbacks happen to good people.  

Psalms chapter 34 verse 19 says, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous but the 
Lord delivered with Him out of them all.”  Isn’t that a wonderful promise?  Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous but, see the most important thing is always after 
the “but”.  You know, if somebody tells you, “Men, I’m going to pay you money in 
bag.”  I was going to pay at back but, you see always listen behind the “but” because 
that’s the most important fact.  Men, I was going to pay it back this Friday but what 
happen is--So, when you hear that, that’s the most important part is always behind 
the “but”.  So, many are the afflictions of the righteous but the Lord delivered them 
out of them all.  Isn’t that a wonderful promise?  Give the Lord praise right there. 
And so, I share with my friend I said, just to give you some consolation and this will 
make you feel better.  I said I believe that enemy was after your faith.  

Now, I want you to know the devil is never after your material possessions.  He’s 
not after your car, he’s not after your house and your spouse, he’s not after those 
things.  He don’t need your car, he can get a round.  He don’t need.  He don’t want 
your spouse, you don’t even want your spouse.  What makes you think he wants 
your spouse?  The devil is not after your material possessions.  You can stand your 
spouse, you want to stick the devil, he don’t love--he don’t want them either.  So, the 
devil is not after your stuff, he’s after that.  He’s after your faith.  He’s a Spirit. 
He’s after your faith.  Notice what he wanted Job.  He attack Job just to make Job 
curse God and that he was after Job’s faith.  He wasn’t after Job’s stuff.  The stuff 
was a material. He was after his faith.  He said God, “You let me do all these stuff 
and I guarantee you Job will turn against you.”  He was after his faith.  The devil is 
always after your faith. So, I told my friend, I said, “You see how you are 
questioning God?  See how your faith has beginning to wave and wonder.  Now you 
are questioning the power of prayer.  You are questioning God’s work.”  

See the devil is after your faith.  He’s always after your faith.  He’s always after 
your faith.  He’s always after your faith.  Turn over to Luke, Luke chapter 22.  Let 
me show you this quick.  I’m running out of time and I got to show you this.  Tell 
your neighbors, he’s running of time and he must show this.  I got to show this.  I 
would be remiss if I didn’t show you this.  Luke chapter 22, look at verse 31, Luke 
chapter 22 verse 31 and 32.  Notice this, Luke chapter 22 verse 31 and 22 “And the 
Lord--Luke 22 and 31 “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, talking to Peter.  Behold, 

5



Satan have desire to have you that he may sift you as wheat.”  Sifting is always 
pulling the good out.  The devil wants to always pull the good out of you.  So he 
says, his desire to have you that he might sift you as wheat but, there's a “but” 
again.  Bu, I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not.  See, Jesus knew exactly 
what the devil was after.  He wanted to sift Peter’s faith.  The devil is always after 
your faith to make it think the prayer doesn’t work, to make you think going to 
church is a waste of time and read and studying God’s word and having at least all 
these things no use since to no avail and you we’re wasting that time.  He always 
wants to make you waver He’s always after your faith and so I shared all that with 
my friend and he said thank you so much.  He said what's your bill?  He said, I’ll 
send it to you in mail.

Alright, let’s rest through quickly some things here we begin to share three truths 
about coming back from setback.  Number 1, God is your helper.  God is with you 
even when you don’t feel like it.  Number 2, Situations are temporary.  Setback is a 
temporary.  You can always have the mindset that this two shall pass.  This too, I 
don’t care how lost and how hurt you are, you can always remind yourself this two 
shall pass.  No matter how negative you feel, no matter even if yourself image drops 
to the floor and you feel rejected and dejected and you feel like a failure.  You got to 
remind yourself this two shall pass.  Situations are temporary.  Setbacks are 
temporary.  Number 3, a setback--a setback is just a set up for a comeback.  Always 
remember that.  A setback is just a set up for a comeback.  And I gave you some 
things to begin a process.  

Remember we said that setbacks can be instant.  You can instantly lose your job or 
you can instantly be diagnosed with an illness.  Setbacks can be instant. You can 
instance.  I just got news yesterday that one of my teachers from high school is 
fighting for his life because he was in car accident.  So, there was instance.  That 
was an instant setback.  Instant setbacks can be in instant.  But, comebacks are 
generally a process. Comebacks are generally a process.  I begin to give you some 
things to begin the work through the process of we're going to work through the 
process and we're going to work through the process in the next message.

Well through the process so make sure that you go to of brothersoftheword.com and 
listen to this entire series on Coming Back From a Setback because we're sharing 
the process.  I’m sharing a lot truths and a lot of principle but we're also sharing the 
process of coming back.  Number 1, I said, acknowledge the pain.  Acknowledge the 
pain.  Yes, you have been hurt and it hurts, acknowledge the pain.  You can be real 
about the pain.  Pain is real.  So, acknowledge the pain.  Acknowledge the pain. 
Number 2, grieve the loss.  Some times it’s to cry.  I don’t care if you're man or not. 
Some times you need to cry.  No, you have to let them see you crying.  But some 
times it’s good because you got--you're working on a--you acknowledge in the pain, 
you grieve in the loss and so you have to go through this process so, releasing it.
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Number 3, forgive others they may have been somebody else whose reason that you 
ended up in a setback, somebody else might it call as the setback in your life.  So, 
you have to forgive others or somebody else may have offended you while you're in 
the setback.  So, you have to forgive others then you also have to forgive yourself. 
You have to forgive yourself.  And number 4, you have to begin to release the event 
and move on.  You have to begin releasing the event and move on.  Now, in this 
process, you also need to ask yourself some hard penetrating questions when you're 
coming back from a setback.  Ask yourself some hard penetrating questions, just 
realized that if there are no questions, there are no answers.  If you don’t any 
questions in your mind and on your heart, there’ll be no answers.  They’re even.  So, 
answers come when we begin to have questions.

Here's the brother point, you can't make anything better unless you analyze it.  You 
can't make anything better unless you analyze it.  So, asking questions helps you to 
begin to analyze the setback and helps you in the process I coming back.  Here's the 
question, what have I learned from this setback that I never want to repeat?  You 
ask yourself that question.  What have I learned from this setback that I never 
want to repeat?  You ask yourself that question.  What have I learned from this 
setback that I never want to repeat?  Have I contributed to this setback?  Was it 
because I wasn’t prepared, poor planning, lack of attention to detail?  Was it 
because of naivety?

I was just naïve about some thing, ignorant, lack of knowledge?  Was it something 
because of wrong timing?  Was my timing up?  Was I insensitive to the feelings of 
others?  Ask yourself questions why you're in the setback.  Was it a disregard for 
wisdom?  I want you to go brothersofword.com and listen to this entire series on 
Coming Back From a Setback.  Setback is a 4-part series.  Listen to the entire series 
because there's some Bible truths, principles and keys that I want to share with you 
to help you to come back from a setback.  Thank you so much for joining us today at 
Brother of the Word because brother, you need the word.
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