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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the Word. We 
welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 
brothersoftheword.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. We are certainly happy and 
delighted and blessed that you tuned in to be with us today. But we’d like to share 
just a little humor today that I came across this week and this is entitled The Top 
10 Reasons that Eve was created. Top 10 Reasons Eve was created. 
 
Number 10, God was worried that Adam would frequently become lost in the garden 
because he would not ask for directions. And number nine, God knew that one day 
Adam would require someone to locate and hand him the remote. Number eight, 
God knew Adam would never go out and buy himself a new fig leaf when he is wore 
out and would therefore need Eve to buy one-fourth. And number seven, God knew 
Adam would never be able to make a doctor’s, dentist or haircut appointment for 
himself. Number six, God knew Adam would never remember which night to put 
the garbage on the curve. Number five, God knew if the world was to be populated, 
men would never be able to handle the pain and discomfort the child bear. Number 
four, as the keeper of the garden, Adam would never remember where he left his 
tools. Number three, apparently, Adam needed someone to blame his troubles on 
when God called him hiding in the garden. Number two, as the Bible says, "It is not 
good for men to be alone." And number one, the number one reason why God 
created Eve.  When God finished the creation of Adam, he stepped back, scratched 
his head and said, “I can do better than that.” 
 
I was so happy to find something for the women because I have bet at the women 
pretty bad in my prior jokes, so we would finally got the man back a little bit so I 
was glad to do that. Well, open your Bible if you will to the Book of Philippians, 
Chapter 3 and we’d like to just read a few verses there, Verses 10 through 16 -- 
Philippians Chapter 3 Verses 10-16. When you get there say, "Amen." 
 
Let's begin reading it, Verse 10 Philippians Chapter 3, "That I may know Him, and 
the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death. If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of 
the dead, not as though I had already obtained either were already perfect, but I 
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things, which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things, 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the price of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in 
anything you will be otherwise mind that God shall reveal even this unto you. 
Nevertheless where to we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let 
us mind the same thing." 
 
And I just want to use this as a subject today there from Verse 13. "Brethren, and I 
count not myself to have apprehended, but this one thing I do forgetting those 
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which are behind and reaching forth unto those things which are before are pressed 
toward the mark for the price of the high calling of God and Christ Jesus." I just 
want to use it the subject, Reaching for the Goal, Reaching for the Goal. I really like 
Paul’s attitude hearing these verses, he less had be known that he had not arrived. 
He had not arrived. He let us know that he was not perfect. He had not reach 
perfection, but I do like the fact that he says, “I am striving.” I am striving to be 
better. I am striving to do better. I am striving to improve. I am striving to be more 
like Christ and I am striving to become all that God has destined me to become. 
 
And so he is reaching. He is reaching for something. He is reaching for the goal. He 
had attained perfection, had not arrived but he was striving. He was striving to be 
better, to do better, to improve, to become more like Christ, to do more good. I want 
you to know that you can be better today than you were yesterday. We can all 
strive. We can all reach for the goal. Turn to your neighbor and say this. Repeat this 
after me saying, “I am getting better and better everyday in every way.” That’s a 
good confession to have. You should say that everyday. I am getting better and 
better everyday in every way. 
 
This is a brother point. God doesn’t expect perfection, but He does expect progress. 
He wants you to improve. God wants you to improve. He wants you to strive to be 
better, to do better each and everyday. I like something that we’ve all read before 
but it’s just a little quote from a woman that says, “Dear God, so far today, I’ve done 
all right. I haven’t gossiped and I haven’t lost my temper. I haven’t been grumpy, 
nasty or selfish, and I’m really glad about that but in a few minutes, God, I’m going 
to get out of bed and from then on I'm probably going to need a lot of help.” 
 
So we are all striving. We’re all striving to do better. We’re all striving to improve. 
We’re all striving to reach the goal. And then there is a second concept here that 
Apostle Paul shares something that he says that he did grab a whole dove and it 
has became the principal truth that he begins to share there. He talks about the 
fact that he was forgiving what was behind him, there in verse 13. He says, 
“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended, but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before." In other words, he is simply saying to us, “You can’t live life in the 
past.” You can’t live life in the past. 
 
I’ve read an interesting sign that Cyrus Curtis -- he owned the newspaper called the 
Saturday of Evening Post and he had an interesting sign in his office and it says, 
"Yesterday ended last night." Yesterday ended last night. And that was just simply 
there to remind him and his staff that the past was behind them and they needed to 
look ahead and not behind. And so, that’s the main concept that Apostle Paul got a 
hold on, that you can’t live life in the past. I don’t care about all of the hurts, the 
mistakes and the failures that you have had in your life. You can’t allow yourself to 
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be trapped in the past by those things. You have to begin to look forward to those 
things that are in front of you. 
 
And so, he lets us know that you have to set new goals. You have to set aside on 
new things. You have to have some new ideas and dreams of new dreams and you 
have to always be reaching, always striving, always improving. There got always be 
something in front of you -- always have to be something in front of you. I also like 
the way he said, “As much as Paul knew Jesus and had relationship with him, he 
opens those verses in Verse 10, Philippians 3:10 says, “That I might know him.” 
 
I want you to see how he was striving to know him. Now, he already knew him. 
Christ Jesus had appeared to Paul and knocked them of his source. He knew him 
and abided him, so he have had experience with Christ. He was carrying out 
Christ’s mission. He lived the wall with him daily so he was alive. In fact, he said, 
“To live is Christ. He was alive with the mission and the purpose on the call. And 
the calls of Christ, but he says, "That I might know." He said I’m striving to know 
him. Notice, I haven’t arrived in my relationship with Him as well as He know me, 
so I haven’t arrive, that I'm might know him.  I want to know Him. And this is what 
he was saying, "I really want to know the transforming power of his death and his 
resurrection. I want to know that it really keep seeing out of this socket. And I want 
to know how it transformed." And that's why he was striving to know the inner 
depths of Christ and then really build his relationship and his intimacy, that he 
would know him. He was reaching for goal, reaching of the goal. 
 
And notice, his goal was just to have a church but the apostle Paul -- he was trying 
to set up churches everywhere. He was setting up churches everywhere he went. 
His goal was not just to reach a few people. His goal was for everybody to be saved.  
He was always reaching. Notice, he always has something out in front of him. He 
was always conquering new things, and setting new goals, and setting his size on 
new things out in front of him. So he let us know and he said, "Forget the past that 
I'm always reaching."  I'm always reaching of the things that are before. 
 
Folks, I'm telling you, there are greater things before you that are behind you. If 
you can just turn lose the past and begin to reach forth to the glorious, wonderful 
things that God has in store for you and your life. Folks, I'm telling you, this is an 
exciting thing when you live with that fervor, when you live with that excitement 
and that anticipation and that expectancy to see the wonderful things that God has 
plan for you each and everyday of your life.  And so, he was reaching -- reaching for 
the goal, reaching for the goal, but always keep something out in front of you. 
Always come out with some new ideas and dreams of new dreams and have some 
new goals. 
 
I like Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. He was interviewed one time by a reporter and 
then the reporter asked him, "What do you attribute your success to?" He said, "I 
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attribute my success to two things. The number one, I attribute my success to the 
blessing of God all my life in ministry."  He said, "Number two, I attribute my 
success to the fact that I never lost my curiosity."  In other words, he was always 
learning. He was always after something new. He was always on the cutting edge, 
always learning the latest techniques. He never lost his curiosity. You have to 
always to be reaching. You have to be always be reaching -- reaching for the goal, 
reaching of the goal. 
 
Thomas Edison said this, he says, "Show me a thoroughly satisfied men and I will 
show you a failure." And so you're never satisfied -- now you can be satisfied with 
some things that you have, but you're never satisfied with who you are, what you 
are. You are always reaching. You are always growing. You are always expanding, 
exploring and reaching new heights and setting your vision on higher things and 
going to new levels. And so you have to always have something that you are 
reaching for. 
 
I remember sharing a story about a lady who was a professional golfer. She was 
playing on the LPGA Tour, and she has set a goal to be in the golf Hall of Fame. 
And to get into the hall of fame, she had to win so many tournaments. You have to 
win -- I believe it was 30 tournaments to get into the hall of fame. And she set her 
sights. That was her goal and she finally reached her goal. She reached her goal and 
she won the required number of tournaments to get into the Hall of Fame. And she 
continued -- her career didn’t end when she get into the Hall of Fame, but 
interestingly enough, she never won another tournament because she reached her 
goal and she didn’t set a new one. You have to always set. You have to be always be 
reaching. You got to always be reaching. So she never won, because that wasn't her 
goal.  Her goal was to get into the Hall of Fame, so after that and (00:14:11) she was 
the --. So you got to always have something out of fun. We got to be always reaching 
for something.  You can always have your sights set on something. When you 
achieve one goal, set a new goal. When you reach one dream, dream a new dream. 
You can always have something in front of you. 
 
Remember I told you not too long ago that the number one time people die is after 
Christmas, because they stay alive long enough so that they can see their family 
and they have a goal of being with the family once again and celebrating Christmas. 
And after that, they have nothing to live for to and so they die. And so Christmas is 
a number one time that people would die because they don’t set new goal. They 
don’t set anything new to reach for in life. 
 
I remember a man that I was -- several years ago, I was communicating, I actually I 
met him online on the internet. And we became good friends and partners and we 
did all types of business, ventures and investments together and I never met him 
face to face that I only knew him over the internet. And he had been in a horrific 
accident where something he was -- I think he was sitting in a pickup truck and the 
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crane over his truck drop something on it and it just demolished the truck that he 
was sitting in, and he was left paralyzed and immobile and just in horrific 
condition. And so, all that he can do was reach out on the internet, and so he 
reached out and he met me and we hooked up, and we did all type of things 
together. And he was still going through a lot of things. He was still paralyzed and 
going through a lot of surgeries. And his son emailed me one day and he said, "I 
want to thank you." 
 
Because he said, "My father was coming out of surgery the other day." And he said 
the first thing he did, he said, "He didn’t look for his wife. He didn’t look for me. He 
asked for his laptop because he wanted to get on and talk to you." He says, "You had 
given him a reason to live." And he says, "As soon he walk up from the surgery, he 
wanted to get on and check the ventures and check the investments and check the 
things that you are all working on." And he said, "I want to thank you for giving my 
father a reason to live. Giving him purpose, giving him something to strive for, 
something to work toward." He said, "You literally has saved his life." He 
understood that there are principles that you have to always have something in 
front of you. You got to have to always have something that you're reaching toward. 
And that’s what the Apostle Paul said, "I'm forgetting what's behind me." He said, 
"I got to be reaching for something." He said, "I got to be reaching for something. I'm 
always reaching for something." 
 
And that’s why no matter where they put him and no matter where they lock him 
up, he was always reaching. They put him in prison, so he preached to the prison 
guards. He was always reaching. He was always reaching. He always has 
something set before or have been within his view. The call of God was always 
before him that he was reaching for the goal. You have to always have something in 
front of you. I told you once about a cartoon that Charlie Brown and Lucy were in, 
and Charlie Brown and Lucy was sitting in the living room and he got up hitting 
toward the kitchen and Lucy howled at him and said, "Bring me a glass of water." 
Charlie Brown stop and he said, "Why should I do anything for you? You have never 
done anything for me." And she said, "I tell you what? On your 75 birthday, I'll bake 
you a cake." Charlie Brown turned and headed on to the kitchen with a smile on his 
face. He said, "Life is more pleasant when you have something to look for ward to." 
 
So you got to always give something. You got to always have something to live 
forward to in life. You got to always be reaching -- reaching for a goal and have 
something to look forward. That is so powerful. You have to always have something 
to look for ward to in life. 
 
And I wanted you to know that everyone with Christ, they have a purpose. We have 
a purpose to live if you were in Christ and Christ is in you. You have a purpose to 
live and your purpose is to know Him and to make Him known. You have a dual 
purpose, to know him and to make him known. So you're always reaching. You're 
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always reaching for something, because your purpose is to know Him and to make 
Him known. So everyday with Christ is an adventure when you’re walking with 
Him and you're in Him and He's in you, it's an adventure everyday with Christ. 
You're always going somewhere. You're always doing something. You’re always on 
assignment. And that’s an adventure. It's an adventure when God's leading you and 
you’re walking with Him. What an adventure? And so we always have a reason to 
live when we’re in Christ. 
 
I was watching -- it was actually a documentary of a man who had, he had 
discovered a way to change his life through nutrition. He was overweight and he 
was sick and nearly did, he decided to change his life by changing his diet. And so 
he went around the country sharing his new found info with people and he run 
across one men. And this one man's comments were very interesting. And this man 
said, he said, "If I do all of that -- and so what if I live another 10 years. What I'm 
going to do with that time?" And I heard in his words and in his voice, he had no 
purpose for living. He said, "What is that after 10 years matter to me? What am I 
going to do in that time?" And that's because, he wasn’t in Christ and Christ would -
-" See, when you were in Christ, you always have something to do. You always have 
somewhere to go. You're always on assignment. You always have a goal. You always 
have a purpose. As long as you are alive, you have a reason to live if you are in 
Christ. 
 
So do some new things. Have some new ideas. Form some new relationships. Start a 
new business ventures. Write a book. Learn something new. You got to do 
something. Always reach for something that's in front of you to improve and to 
grow. 
 
And if you say, "Well, I'm too old and there's no need for me doing that." Well, do it 
for your kids. Do it for your grandkids. Do it to live a legacy. I'm a very good friends 
with a gentleman who is about -- he is probably about 76 years-old and he is always 
doing new things, new projects. He just constantly -- he won't stop. He said, "Listen, 
I'm doing this for my kid." And he said, "I'm doing this and this will pay off all of my 
children's houses when I get this done."  He said, "I'm doing this for my 
grandchildren." And it's just amazing how his thinking his legacy mind. So his no 
longer just doing for himself, but he's doing new things for his kids and for his 
grandkids. So you got to be always be reaching. Always be reaching for a goal. And 
so as people of God, we always have something to reach for. 
 
As along as there is hunger in the world and poverty in the world and disease in the 
world. As long as there is illiteracy in the world, as long as prisons of full of people, 
as long as people are unsaved. As long as our young people are going away where, 
folks, we always have something to be reaching forward to. We always have a goal. 
We always have something to be going to. I like something that Horace Mann said. 
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He says, "Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for humanity." Be 
ashamed to die until you have won some victory of humanity. 
 
Thank you for tuning in today at Brothers of the Word. I want you to go to 
brothersoftheword.com. You can listen to this message in his entirety, Reaching for 
the Goal. I want you to do some exciting things in life and I want you to change, and 
improve your life in Christ. Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of 
the Word, because brother, you need the Word. 


