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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word.

We  welcome  all  of  you  joining  us  by  television  and  those  of  you  joining  us  at 
brothersoftheword.com. Stay tuned to today's message. We are certainly delighted 
that you tuned in to join us today. Well, I would like to read just a little humor. 
Brother Tim shared some humor with me a couple of weeks ago and so we've been 
working on that and doing some of these. These are church bulletin announcements 
that have been sort of misconstrued either by punctuation or just the way that they 
are worded or grouped together.

Here's one announcement and these are real actual announcements. So here's one 
that says - Don’t let worry kill you, let the church help. Here's one that says - Irving 
Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24th in the church. So ends a 
friendship that began in their school days. Here's one that says, - Those of you who 
have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs. Please place your 
donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered. 
Here's one that says, the low self-esteem support group will meet Thursday at 7pm. 
Please  use  the  back  door.  The  wait-watchers  will  meet  at  7pm  at  the  First 
Presbyterian Church. Please large double door at the side entrance. And this is kind 
of funny, I'll close with this - The associate minister - He unveiled the church's new 
tithing campaign slogan last Sunday which is - I upped my pledge up yours.

Well open your bibles if you will to the gospel of Mark 2 and let’s just read verses 1 
through 12 - Gospel of Mark 2:1-12. This is one of my favorite miracle accounts in 
the Scripture because it just has so many nuggets and so many principles and so 
many  truths  that  we  can  apply  through  our  lives.  But  Mark  2:1-12,  let's  read 
together in unison, when you get there say - Amen. Let's read beginning with verse 
1, And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he 
was in the house.  And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that 
there was no room to receive them, no,  not  so much as about the door:  and he 
preached the word unto them.  And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the 
palsy, which was borne of four.  And when they could not come nigh unto him for 
the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, 
they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.

When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee.  But there was certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in 
their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but 
God only? And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned 
within themselves, he said unto them, why reason ye these things in your hearts? 
9Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to 
say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?  But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say 
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unto  thee,  Arise,  and take  up thy  bed,  and go  thy way into  thine  house.   And 
immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch 
that  they  were  all  amazed  and  glorified  God,  saying,  We never  saw it  on  this 
fashion.  

I just want to use as a subject, "Overcoming Obstacles". This account lets us know 
that there will always be obstacles to any worthwhile endeavors that we pursue in 
life.  There'll  always  be  obstacles;  there  will  always  be  something  in  your  way, 
something blocking the entrance. It will not just be an open door all the time and 
things will not just be conveniently laid out for you in front of you, but you'll have to 
overcome obstacles in order to pursue certain things or achieve certain things in 
your life that you will  have to overcome certain things that will  try to block or 
hinder your progress. I have come to realize that a lot of times God will allow things 
in  our  lives  just  to  see  how  bad  we  really  want  it.  You  know,  when  there's 
something that you need or something that you're using your faith for to get from 
god or trying to get from god.

God will sometimes - He'll just see how bad you really want it. So he won't just give 
it to you at your first request. He just won't lay it out there and make it easy for 
you.  Sometimes  he  has  to  test  the  power  of  your  will,  the  power  of  your 
determination  and  he  wants  to  see  what  kind  of  tenacity  that  you  have  and 
perseverance that you have. And so, you know, I like to do that as well. You know, 
so often, people will ask certain things or they will try to have certain conversations 
or get certain help and I'll always try to give them something to do, just to see how 
bad they really want it. I don’t like to just give people things at the first whim but I 
like to put them through something just to see if they are determined or they have 
the perseverance to go through some things.

Pastor Nathaniel  said that he has now started requiring people,  whenever  they 
come to him with a business idea or they want some advice.  He'll always make 
them - put it in writing, put your plan in writing then bring it to me. He said - That 
weeds out the majority of people because people don’t really want to go through 
anything and they don’t want to - They are really not determined and not really 
willing to work for what they are trying to seek for. And so, you know, I have found 
myself doing the same thing. When people come to me, I let them know - Well, you 
need to come to our Men's Ministry. We have a forum for that. And nine times out of 
ten they don’t show up. 

And so I've learned that when you give people a little challenge where they have to 
go out of their way or do something a little extra, you'll find that it will weed out 
most  people.  Most  people  are  not  determined.  Most  people  don’t  have  the 
perseverance and they are not willing to do what it takes to really get what they 
want in life. In fact even at our, "God Heals Service" last month, Pastor Nathaniel, 
he  did  something  really  weird  and  really  unusual.  I  had  never  seen  it  done 
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especially dealing with those who are sick but he told everybody to get down and to 
do pushups. And I was sitting there really scratching my head but he said that’s 
what the Lord had instructed him to do. So he told everybody to get down and do 
pushups and this was really quit a site because these are people who were coming 
to be healed - those serious conditions or serious diseases.

Some people  had oxygen tanks and other  people  had just  had surgery.  And so, 
people are in bad shape. And he said - Get down and do pushups. And as I thought 
about it - I really began to see that it was showing people that not everything is just 
easy. Not everything is easy and if you're willing to do some hard work and if you're 
willing to be determined and you're willing to go through some things, it's the same 
thing that we get here in this story here in Mark 2 - that there will always be some 
obstacles. There will always be some challenges to anything that is worthwhile in 
life. And a lot of times, God just wants to see how bad you really want it.

He has to push you sometimes because sometimes we are just relaxed and laid back 
and think that god is going to do everything for us. There's a part that God plays 
and there is a part that you'll play. And so God doesn’t want to do your part and he 
doesn’t want you to do his part but there's always a God part and there's always a 
man part. So we each have to play our part.

Let  me read something  to  you  that  I  came across  those  shares  with this  same 
sentiment. It's an interesting story. It's actually one of George Meyer's books but 
she encountered something kind of similar that I wanted to share but she says - A 
very good friend of hers named Penny had suffered for 20 years with a back problem 
that kept her in a lot of pain. She did everything there was to do short of surgery 
which the doctor didn’t recommend. She finally reached the point where she knew 
she needed a miracle.  I consider Penny to be a Godly woman. She's definitely a 
woman of prayer. She prayed often over the years without seeing her circumstances 
change. But she continued looking to God for her healing.

And  thought  God  did  not  immediately  remove  her  pain  he  did  strengthen  and 
enabled her to raise her children and perform all of her duties as a pastor's wife. 
One day, as Penny was praying about her situation, which seemed to be getting 
worse, God impressed these words on her heart, "Run to your miracle". She was not 
sure what he meant but the first thing that came to her was to run a marathon, 
which of course was impossible for her in her condition.

She went to her doctor who looked at her and said, "It is impossible". Penny said - 
Good, then God will have to do it. Well, she began to train to run a marathon. And 
when  she  began,  she  could  only  endure  running  about  a  half  a  block  in  her 
subdivision. She continued with her trainer for six months and finally it was time to 
run her 26-mile marathon. A few days prior to the race he knee began to hurt and it 
hurt so bad she was limping. Every bit of reasoning told her - She could never run 
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the race but her faith was so strong, she told her husband - I am going to run in this 
race even if you have to carry me to the starting line.

The day of the race - she limped to the starting line. And as she stood there, her 
back stopped hurting and has never hurt one day since then which at this writing 
was three years ago. God still heals and does miracles today.

Now, why did he have to have her to run a marathon to receive her miracle? We 
don’t  really  know but I  believe that  God was illustrating the principle that  not 
everything is easy. Not everything is going to be convenient and laid out for you and 
it  will  take some determination.  It  will  take some effort  and  it  will  take some 
perseverance before you can receive the promises of God fulfilled in your life.

And so, that's what this second chapter of Mark is all about. I want you to notice, 
notice in verse 5, it says that when Jesus saw their faith - Jesus saw their faith. 
Now I thought faith was invisible. But the Bible says - Jesus saw their faith. Well, 
our actions give visibility to faith. Our actions give visibility to faith. Turn to your 
neighbor and say - Can God see your faith?

Faith  is  not  just  belief,  faith  is  a  demonstration,  and  faith  is  an  act.  Smith 
Wigglesworth who was an English Preacher, he was really an unlearned English 
Preacher and he used to say - he had a strong English dialect but he used to say, 
Faith is an 'hact'. He used to put an 'h' in front of it because of his English dialect 
but that's what he was saying - Faith is an act. It's not just a belief, faith is an act. 
Everybody say that with me - Faith is an act. This is a Brother Point - Faith is not 
just what you believe, it's what you do. Faith is not just what you believe, it's what 
you do.

James 2:17-22, you don’t have to turn there but it talks about faith and it talks 
about action. One translation actually put it, "Faith without corresponding action is 
dead".  When you drill down into that, in Greek you'll find that it comes from two 
words, one is work and the other word is together. In other words, your faith works 
together with your actions. They are not opposed to one another. They cooperate 
together. Some other words that are using that when you drill down in the Greek - 
the words harmony or the word synergize, they synergize together, they work in 
harmony with one another. So our faith without corresponding action is dead and 
James went on to say - I will show you my faith by my action. I'll show you my faith 
by my action. So faith and actions, they are sort of like two wings of a bird. You 
know a bird can't take off just flapping one wing, can it?

He has to flap both wings in concert before he lifts off. And so, that's like faith and 
that's like your action. They are like two wings of a bird. So we have to flap them 
together. They cooperate with one another. They synergize with one another and so 
faith is not just what you believe, it's what you do.
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So notice here, this chapter teaches us that faith is action. Turn to your neighbor 
and say faith is action. It teaches us that faith is action. It teaches us that we have 
to be determined and we have to persevere and we have to put in some hard work. 
Notice what all they have to go through. They have to climb up to the roof. So they 
were climbing and it's hard enough just climbing by yourself but they were climbing 
carrying a bed. And they weren’t just carrying a bed but they were carrying a bed 
with somebody on the bed. That was a lot of work. That takes a lot of effort. That 
was a lot of struggle.

So notice here what the text is depicting that there are times where you're going to 
have to struggle and you have to put some effort, you're have to work. It's not going 
to be easy. It's going to take some tenacity and fortitude and some daring. Notice 
there  was  no  handicap  entrance  into  that  house.  They  didn’t  have  handicap 
parking.  They house was  not  handicap accessible.  They didn’t  have  a  handicap 
ramp where they could roll the ambulance in, no they have to work, they have to 
climb, they had to put the effort. They had to use some ingenuity and something 
daring in their faith.

And also, it shows us sometimes when there is no way, you have to find a way. 
Sometimes when there is no way, you have to find a way. That's why god is called 
'The Way Maker'. He makes a way when there is no way. So this is actually the 
character of God that are into here because God is a way maker. He can make a way 
when there is no way. This teaches us to use ingenuity - to be a thinker, to have 
some clever ideas to use our imagination. To be creative, to think outside of the box 
- there is a way, find the way.

I love people who will endeavor to find a way. I don’t like people who just lay down 
and die. So the doctor has told you that your disease is terminal and that's all they 
can do. Don’t just lay there and die. You better search the globe - find a way, find a 
way. I love people that had to take the initiative and have some tenacity and not to 
just lay down and take somebody's word but to get up and have some gumption to 
go after some things in life. So this teaches us to use our creativity - To think, to 
solve problems.

You know employers; they love people who can solve problems. They love people, 
don’t just bring problems, but bring solutions to problems, point out a problem but 
have several solutions. You'll be surprised - a father to take you in work life when 
you're a person - a problem solver.  You're not just causing problems or creating 
problems or presenting problems but you bring solutions. And so, that's what this 
text really points out.

It  points  out  so  many  wonderful  things.  It  points  out  to  be  creative,  to  be 
resourceful, to ask God to give you some ideas, to give you some strategies, to give 
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you  something  that  no  one  has  thought  of.  It  also  teaches  us  to  choose  your 
associations wisely. Now notice this man was brought by four men. This man didn’t 
run with people that had this problem he ran with people that had a solution. So 
you have to run with people that have your solution. He didn’t hang around with 
other sick people. Notice, he was hanging around with people that were well. He 
was hanging around people who had faith.

Notice what Jesus said - the Bible didn’t say that Jesus saw his faith. The Bible 
says, Jesus saw their faith; he was hanging around people that had a collective faith 
as a group. Well, their faith filled believers and so - that lets us know we have to 
choose  our  associations  well.  Turn  to  your  neighbor  and  say  -  choose  your 
associations well. Now it also shows us this, he was on the bed and so, he lets us 
know that somebody will help you. There are going to be times in life where you're 
going to need help. And you need to know somebody will help you. Turn to your 
neighbor and say - Somebody will help you. Somebody will help you. So there will be 
times where we'll be like the paralytic but then there will be times where we will be 
like the four men who carried him where we would have to help somebody.

Turn to your neighbor and say, 'You will have to help somebody'. And so, it shows us 
that in life, we will - sometimes we will be on the bed and we'll need help but there 
will be other times where we'll be able to carry someone else. So you will need help, 
somebody will help you and you must help somebody.

Just another couple of keys before I close out, this passage teach us not to worry 
about what people think or what they say. If you'll notice people the Pharisees and 
Scribes, they were standing around arguing over why this man shouldn’t be here. 
So Jesus had to ignore them and this man had to ignore them. You've got to ignore 
what people say. You can't worry about what people think. People probably were 
criticizing when they were tearing the roof  up.  People were probably wondering 
what they were doing. And so you have to learn not to worry about what people say 
or what they think.

And then, last couple of things. He lets us know that - Never allow fear to stop you. 
He  was  a  paralytic.  Fear  paralyzes  you.  His  paralysis  represents  fear.  Fear 
paralyzes you. Fear stops you. And so he's saying - Never allow fear to stop you 
from  pursuing  your  God  given  purpose  -  Pursuing  your  dreams,  pursuing 
opportunities - never allow fear to stop you. And then he says - Don't stay in the 
same old condition. Don’t stay in the same old condition - decide to change and then 
act on that decision. Then finally my last one - He says to us that when you are 
pursuing  something make sure  Jesus  is  in  the  house,  make sure  Jesus  is  your 
motivation, make sure Jesus is your driving force. Make sure Jesus is the reason 
you're doing what you're doing.
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I just wanted to share those things, probably seven or eight things there in this 
passage.  Those  of  you  who  are  watching  by  television,  I  want  you  to  go  to 
brothersoftheword.com. You can listen to this message in its entirety, "Overcoming 
Obstacles" absolutely free of charge. You can also email it to a friend. Thank you so 
much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need the 
Word.
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