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Thank you for joining Brothers of the word, because brother, you need the word.

[Applause]

Well  we welcome of you joining us by television,  and those of  you joining us at 
Brothersoftheword.com.  We’re certainly delighted and so happy to have you tuned 
with us for today’s message.  We’re going to be doing Part II of something I started 
about a week ago on a particular message and we’re going to pick up there.  We’ll 
talk a little bit about procrastination.  And before I do so, I want to read just a little 
humor I came across this week.  It says, “I’m sure I've gotten old.  I’ve had two 
bypass surgeries,  a hip replacement,  new knees;  I  fell  with prostate cancer  and 
diabetes.  I'm half blind.  I can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine.  I take 40 
different medications that makes dizzy.  I'm winded and subject to black outs.  I 
have bouts with the dementia.  I have poor circulation, hardly can feel my hands 
and feet anymore.  I can't remember if I'm 85 or 92.  I have lost all my friends.  But 
thank God, I still have my Florida Driver’s license.”

(Laughter)

Open your bible if you will to the Book of Joshua.  The Book of Joshua is where we 
chose to do a text with this particular message series: The Book of Joshua which is 
the sixth book bible right behind Deuteronomy; the Book of Joshua Chapter 18. 
When you get there say, “Amen.”  Well, let’s read verses 2 and 3 in unison.  Joshua 
18:2-3.  Let’s read those in unison.  “And there remained among the children of the 
Israel seven tribes which had not yet received their inheritance.  And Joshua said 
unto the children of Israel, “How long are ye slack to go to possess the land, which 
the Lord God of your fathers hath given you?”

I want you underline the word slack there.  Slack means how long shall you neglect? 
How long shall you wait?  How long shall you avoid?  How long shall you put it off, 
delay or defer?  In other words, how long shall you procrastinate?  And I love the 
message of the bible that we read the last time in that verse that says, “How long 
are you going to sit around on your hands?  Putting off, taking possession of the 
land that God, the God of your ancestors have given you?”  And so we’re using as a 
subject in this series: “Don’t Wait, initiate.”  “Don’t Wait, initiate: Part II.”  Turn to 
your neighbor and say, “Don’t Wait, initiate."

It’s very interesting to note these seven tribes had not received their inheritance for 
one reason.  They were sitting around waiting.   Now the other five tribes,  they 
already had their inheritance.  So, they were already enjoying their land, decorating 
their houses but all and part of that had already settled in.  But there were seven 
tribes just sitting around in the desert seeping lemonade, watching television, with 
all of their bags packed just sitting there.  And Joshua looked at these, and he said, 

2



“How long are you all going to wait?  How are long are you going to wait?”  So, they 
had not received their inheritance for one reason.  They were waiting.  They were 
putting it off.  They were procrastinating.  And so we’re talking about “Don’t Wait, 
initiate.”

Now I think God says something very powerful to us that there are some things 
that God wants us to have.  There are some things that God has already given us. 
He’s already blessed us with but we’re sitting around waiting.  And we’re sitting 
around waiting on God and God is waiting on us.  And so we’re missing out on the 
wonderful inheritance that God has already given us.  Turn to your neighbor and 
say, “How long are you going wait?”  “How long are you going wait?”  Let me ask 
this question.  Is there something you should be doing but you’re not?  Is there 
something you should be doing but you haven’t?  Is there something that you should 
have taken action on and because you haven’t you’re not enjoying something that 
God wants you to have?

We’re missing part of our inheritance.  The bible says in Second Peter that he’s 
given us all things that pertain to life and godliness.  So God’s already done His 
part.  And we’re sitting around just saying, “When God?  When are you going to do 
this for me?”  Then God is saying, “When are you going to initiate?  When are you 
going to get up?  When are you going to take some action and possess what I’ve 
already given you?  How long?"  Turn to your neighbor and say, “How long are you 
going to wait?"

I like this little poem that Gloria Pitzer wrote.  She says, “Procrastination is my sin. 
It  brings  me nothing but sorrow.   I  know that  I  should stop it.   In  fact,  I  will 
tomorrow.”  (Laughs)

And I like something that Mark Twain said.  In humor he said this.   He says, 
“Never put off until tomorrow what you can do the day after tomorrow.”  (Laughs) 
And that’s  so fitting of  so many of us.   We’re always putting things off  because 
tomorrow is not a day of the week.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Tomorrow is 
not a day of the week.”  (Laughs)  How long are you going to wait?  How long are 
you going to wait to go back to school?  How long are you going to wait to start 
exercising and getting the proper diet and taking care of your body?  How long are 
you going to wait?  How long are you going to wait?  How long are you going to wait 
before  you call  your  mama and your  sister  and your  brother  and reconcile  and 
forgive?

So how long are you going to wait before you start spending time with God?  How 
long are you going to wait before you’re spending time in His word and in prayer 
and in fellowship?  How long are you going to wait before you obey God?  How long 
are you going to wait before you submit your life to Christ and start working for the 
kingdom of God?  How long are you going to wait?
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You know that somebody said that the devil had a meeting with his demons and 
they were trying to come up with a way to stop people from getting saved.  And one 
demon said, “We'll let them know.  Tell them that there is no God.”  And he said, 
"No we can't do that.  They already had seen creation and they know God is here." 
Well another demon said, "We'll tell them there is no hell."  And he said, “No that 
won't work.  They’ve already seen that in the movies.”  And then another demon 
said, "Tell them there is no hurry."  And he said, “Ah, you have something there.”

And so procrastination becomes one of the main tools that the devil uses that I’ll do 
it later.  I’ll do when I get older.  I’ll do it -- I remember what my mother and I, we 
were  purchasing  one  of  the  church’s  vehicles  and  we  were  meeting  with  the 
salesman.  He was a young man and we were trying to convince him to come to 
church.  He was only about 22 or 23.  He said, "I’ll do it when I'm around 50.  So I'm 
having a good time right now.  (Laughs) He said I'm not really interested in that 
right now."  He said, “I'm going to tour in two days.   So I'm having a ball."  And so 
that’s what I should trick on the enemy.  That’s a trick of the enemy to wait, to put 
it off, and to -- that we’ll do it and that we’ll do it later.

How long are you going to wait before you pursue your God-given dreams?  How 
long are you going to wait before you use gifts and your talents and pursue your 
ideas that God has given you?  Ben Franklin said this.  He says, “Your talents’ for 
use they were made.  What’s a sundial in the shade?”  And so we ought to use our 
talents and not to procrastinate it, to use it while we have the opportunity, to use 
them and not sit around and wait around and miss out on the wonderful things. 
You know I'm just wondering, what are we missing out on?  What is it God has for 
us that we’re missing out on because we haven’t done what we’re supposed to be 
doing?  What are we missing out on?  What are we missing out on?  Turn to your 
neighbor and say, “What are we missing out on?”  What are we missing out on? 
Don’t  wait.   Turn to  your  neighbor  and say,  “Don’t  wait,  initiate.”   Don’t  wait, 
initiate.

You’ll discover that -- and I'm just doing a review here before we get into the new 
part I want to share today but you’ll discover that Jesus encountered people that 
were waiting and Jesus always commanded them to arise.  In John Chapter 5, there 
was a man lying by the Pool of Bethesda.  He had been there 38 years.  The bible 
says waiting on the moving of the water.  And Jesus showed up and he said, “What 
are you waiting on?  Get up and get going.  Get up and get going."  And he just 
commanded the man not to wait but initiate, "Do something.  Don’t just lie there 
but do something.  Go after your healing.  Go after your inheritance.  What are you 
doing to make it happen?  What action are you taking?  God is not a sit-down God. 
God’s a moving God.  God’s a moving God."  And I fact, if you wanted to know God’s 
nickname, I believe this is God’s nickname, “Go”.
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Think about it.  You drop the “D” off and that is His nickname, Go.  Go, God’s a 
moving God.  God wants us always to take action toward our dreams and toward 
our purpose and toward realizing our potential and toward becoming who He wants 
us to become and being of value, of service to Him.  And so Jesus told that man.  He 
said, “Get up and get going.”  Notice he didn’t even heal the man.  He just told him 
to get up and move.  Sometimes people would be healed if they just got to moving.

I  remember a few weeks ago when we “God heals”  here.   Pastor  Nathaniel  did 
something I have never seen.  He told everybody who was sick who would come to 
be healed.  He said, "I want you all to get up and start doing push-ups."  He said, 
"God is telling me to tell you.  All right now, so get on, on the ground and start 
doing push-ups."

And no, I didn’t understand it at that time.  I thought it was little odd because you 
had people there with oxygen tanks and wheel chairs.  I said I don’t know about 
that pastor has been telling on you.

(Laughter)

We might be in this some insurance liability with you.  I don’t know -- I'm not sure 
about that.  But I understand now what he was saying.  God says, "Some people, 
you’re not even going to be healed until  you know it  what you should be doing. 
You’re not even doing what you should be doing.  Start moving.  Get up!  Go!"

[Applause]

Start doing what you know you should be doing.  Don’t wait, initiate.  I like the 
woman who had the issue of blood.  She didn’t wait for Jesus to find her.  She didn’t 
wait for Jesus to come to her house.  She went in the press behind and she took her 
healing from Him.  She initiated something.

[Applause]

She  initiated  something.   And she did  it  and it  caught  Jesus  by surprise.   He 
stopped.  He said, “Wait a minute.  Somebody just initiated something that I did not 
initiate.  Who did that?”  Jesus understood that somebody had got a hold of not 
sitting around waiting but rising up and initiating something.  Because there’s so 
much we’re missing out from God because we haven’t initiated anything.  Turn to 
your neighbors and say, “What have you initiated?”

We’ve been sitting around just sitting around.  Initiate something.  I had a woman. 
She was out trying to find a job for 6 months.  "I couldn’t find anything.  I applied 
everywhere."  But she’s saying, "But you know one day, I've got the idea to go the 

5



hospital and start volunteering."  And she said, "I'm doing my volunteer work, they 
hired me full time."

[Applause]

Folks you got to initiate something.  You have to initiate something.  Don’t wait. 
Turn to your neighbors and say, “Don’t wait, initiate.”  All right, now in Second 
Kings, we don’t have time to go Second Kings.  You’ll find the same scenario.  There 
were  four  lepers.   They were  sitting  outside  the  city  of  Samaria.   It  had  been 
besieged and they were in famine and there was nothing to eat.  And they said to 
themselves, "This is what they are saying of why sit, wait here until we die.  Why 
are we sitting here?  What are we waiting on?"  And they said, "If we go back in the 
city, we’re going to die of famine."  They said, "If we sit here, we’re going to die." 
But they said, “If we get up and go into the enemies’ camp, there are two options. 
Either they will kill us or they’ll save us alive.”  They said, “At least we've got a fifty 
percent chance.  Let’s get up and go for it.”

And when those men got up and started moving then God almighty did something. 
He amplified their footsteps.  And then the Syrian army took off because God made 
it sound like a marching army was coming in.  Notice that God got involved when 
they started doing something.  Folks, maybe God hadn’t done anything because you 
haven’t done anything.  No.  You've got to initiate something.  You've got to initiate 
something.   Turn to your neighbors  and say,  “Don’t  wait,  initiate.”   Don’t  wait, 
initiate.

If you leave things to themselves, they do not work themselves out.  They get worse. 
They get worse.  They get worse.  Action leads us toward solutions.  It leads us 
toward solutions.  So many people are waiting on their ship to come in.  Don’t wait 
for your ship to come in.  Swim out to it.

[Amen]

Swim out  too  and  swim it.   And  so,  action  leads  us  toward  solutions.   Action 
demonstrates courage.  Inaction indicates fear.  Action ignites our faith.  Inaction 
multiplies doubt.  Increase comes by action.  Everybody that.  Increase comes by 
action.  Increase comes by action.  If you don’t act, you’ll never have the possibility. 
At least acting gives you the possibility of benefiting.  Action is the bridge between 
dreams and reality.  Ask yourself this question, what can I do?  What can I achieve? 
What can I make? What can I create?  Because God can only prosper what you do. 
He can only prosper what you do.

Well  this  is  the  part  that  I  want  to  give  you  some  of  the  reasons  why  we 
procrastinate  in  life.   Number  one,  we  procrastinate  in  life  sometimes  because 
there’s not enough recognition to make us do it.  If there is something where we’re 
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not going to be recognized for doing it, the motivation is not there to do it.  And so 
sometimes,  people  procrastinate  because  they  have  a  desire  for  attention  and 
they’re not going to be recognized that if they don’t do it or do it.  And so sometimes 
it’s the recognition.

I had a young man.  I talked to him and he said, “I'm only working out because I'm 
taking a trip.  So I'm going to be on the beach."  So he says, “I've got to be looking 
good on the beach."  And he was only working out now outside of his vacation, he 
didn’t work out.  He was only doing it because he wanted to be recognized.  See he 
had a perceived benefit of being recognized.  I think Pastor James did that on one 
trip.  (Laughs)

We’re getting ready to go on now with a couple’s trip a couple of years ago.  And 
man, living up to that couple’s trip James was pumping iron.  He was working out. 
He said, “Man, I've got to get ready for this cruise."  He says, “I've got to ready for 
this cruise."  He said, "I've got to be looking good on this cruise."  And sure enough 
doggone it on that cruise ship; he walked around the cruise with shirt off.  (Laughs)

So sometimes people procrastinate -- they procrastinate if they don’t think they’re 
going to get into recognition.  So they’re not going to be recognized if they don’t do it. 
And number two, sometimes people procrastinate because of fear.  We put off what 
we fear doing.  Sometimes we fear the judgment from others or criticism, or failure. 
We just fear the unknown.  And so fear can keep us from doing what we need to do. 
Sometimes,  we  can feel  lump on our  body and we’re  afraid  to  go  to  the  doctor 
because of what we think it might be.  So fear makes us procrastinate.

Number three,  sometimes  we procrastinate because we feel  overwhelmed.   Just 
having too much, having too much, having so much to do can paralyze you in your 
life.  I remember my son.  This was a few years ago.  My wife and I, we called him 
down and we gave him a list of chores to do for that day.  We said, "Son, we need 
you to vacuum.  We need you to make the beds.   We need you to take out the 
garbage.  We need you to wash the dishes.  We need you to wash the cars.  We need 
you to clean the garage."  And my son stood there and when he heard all of that, he 
just collapsed unto the floor.  (Laughs)  He collapsed unto the floor.

So  sometimes  when  we  feel  overwhelmed,  when  we  feel  overwhelmed,  it  will 
paralyze  you.   (Laughs)  So  sometimes  as  we  procrastinate  from  feeling 
overwhelmed, over commitment.  Sometimes we commit to too much stuff and as a 
result, we are overwhelmed.

Jesus said, “And let your yes be yes and let your no be no.”  In other words, you've 
got to learn how to say no to some things.  Have you ever committed to somebody 
and then a few minutes later you said, “Doggone why did I commit?  I didn’t want to 
go.  I didn’t want to be there.  I didn’t want to do that.”  And we’ve committed.  This 
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is the Brother point.  But Jim Ron said this, he says, “Don’t let your mouth overload 
your  back.”   Don’t  let  your  mouth  overload  your  back.   So  sometimes,  we 
procrastinate because we’re over committed.  We feel overwhelmed.

Number four, sometimes we procrastinate because of indecisiveness.  Have you ever 
been in the restaurant and you just didn’t know what to order?  And the waitress 
would  come and  say,  “Are  you  ready?”   And you’re  like,  “Give  me another  me 
minute.”  See, we procrastinate because of indecisiveness -- "I don’t know if I want 
the fish or do I want the chicken.  What do you have?”  And so we just don’t know. 
(Laughs)  And so we procrastinate because of indecisiveness.

Of course, you have to know what you want.  You have to know what you want.  The 
first thing you need to know is what you want, because once you know what you 
want -- you know Jesus put it this way.  He says, “Whatsoever things you desire 
when you pray.”   You've got to know what you want.  That will  keep you from 
procrastinating.

My little three-year old,  she came to me yesterday because she’d been watching 
something on television.  She came to me yesterday and grabbed me by my arm. 
And dragged me out into the den, and she said, “Daddy I want that.”  And I said, 
“What  is  that?”   She  said,  “I  want  that.”   And I  looked  at  it.   And there  was 
something called “Dream light”.  She said, “Not only do I want that” she said, “I 
want two of them.”

(Laughter)

She knew exactly what she wanted.  And I had to write it down.  I said, “All right, 
all right, I’ll get it.”  But I was able to commit to getting it because she knew what 
she wanted.  A 3-year-old will teach you.  The bible says a little child will lead. 
You've got to know what you want.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You have to 
know  what  you  want.”   When  you  know  what  you  want,  that  will  keep  from 
procrastinating.  So sometimes it causes us to procrastinate.

Number five, a lack of deadline, lack of deadline causes us to procrastinate.  A goal 
is a dream with a deadline.  Sometimes if there is no deadline, it’s just open-ended. 
I’ll  get  to  it  whenever.   And  so,  when  there’s  no  deadline,  it  causes  us  to 
procrastinate.

Number six, resentment.  Sometimes we procrastinate simply because you resent 
doing a task.  You resent it.  They don’t pay me enough.  They don’t pay enough to 
do that.  Or you don’t like the person who told you to do it.   And so sometimes 
resentment or you know it could something that -- just something that’s boring or 
an unpleasant task, so resentment keeps us procrastinating.
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And then number seven, the final thing that keeps us procrastinating in life are 
distractions, distractions.  You know sometimes, if  the devil can't stop you,  he’ll 
derail  you.   If  he can't  stop you he’ll  derail  you.   And so,  he’ll  tempt you to do 
something  more  enjoyable  than  the  task  at  hand.   He’ll  distract  you.   He  will 
distract you.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “He’ll distract you.”  He’ll distract us. 
So if he can't stop you, he’ll seek to derail you.

I  am out of  time.   I  want those of  you who are watching by television to go to 
brothersoftheword.com and you can listen to this entire message series: “Don’t wait, 
initiate.”  We thank you so much for joining us today.  You can email this to a 
friend, absolutely free of charge.  Thank you so much for joining us today at the 
Brothers of the word, because brother, you need the word.

[Applause]
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