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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. We 

welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at Brothers of 

the Word.com.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  We’d like to read just a little humor 

that I came across this week.  

 

A little boy was attending his first wedding, and after the service his cousin asked 

him, “How many women can a man marry?” “Sixteen”, the boy responded. His 

cousin was amazed that he had an answer so quickly.  “How did you know that?” 

“Easy”, the little boy said.  “All you have to do is add it up, like the minister said, 4 

better, 4 worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer”.   

 

We’ve been teaching from the book of Philippians.  The book of Philippians, and 

we’ve been talking, we spend a couple of weeks dealing with, “Keeping A Winning 

Attitude” and I want to look at another strong attribute the Apostle Paul shares 

with us in the book of Philippians.  Let’s read a few – a couple of texts here.  

Philippians 1:19-21, let’s read that text and we’ll also read another text in chapter 

4, Philippians 1:19-21, ready, begin reading, 19For I know that this shall turn to my 

salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

 20According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be 

ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be 

magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.  21For to me to live is 

Christ, and to die is gain.And also over in the book of Philippians 4:4-9, it says 

there, read it with me beginning with verse 4. 4Rejoice in the Lord always: and 

again I say, Rejoice.  5Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at 

hand.  6Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7And the peace of God, 

which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 

Jesus. 8Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 

lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 

any praise, think on these things.  9Those things, which ye have both learned, and 

received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

And I just want to use as a subject this part of Philippians; I want to talk about, 

“Living With Passion And Joy”.  If you noticed in the first text, we read there in 

Philippians 1:19-21, you can feel the passion.  You know, when I read the book of 

Philippians, I just felt his passion coming through.  This is a man who is on a 

mission.  He was unstoppable and he just had an unwavering drive and a zest, just 

a thirst and hunger and he was just determined.  He was determined for the 

Gospel’s sake.  And there was this passion.  You can hear it in his words and you 

can hear it in the vibration of his words.  He said, “For me to live is Christ”.  And so, 

you can hear his passion and then he went on to say, “You know, to die is gain” and 
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he was so passionate about Christ that if he lived or died he understood that he has 

such a revelation and such an understanding of being in Christ that rather he lived 

or died that we win, folks.  We win, whether we live or die.  If we live, we get to tell 

everybody about him, we get to enjoy him and tell everybody about him.  But if we 

die, we get to even being closer to him.  So we win on both hands and so, he took the 

fear out of death.  He took the fear out of loss and he understood that we are so one 

with Christ that if we live, man it’s Jesus Christ and if we die, it’s Jesus even more 

so.  

So we win on either hand, and so when I felt his passion and it just left off the pages 

in there and grabbed a hold of me.  Now, we ought to be passionate about Christ.  

We ought to be, as you know, sometimes we are in danger of when we’ve been a 

Christian for years and years – we become and we go through the motions, you 

know.  It’s time to go to church, “What are you wearing?” “I don’t know”.  “Where 

are we going to eat after?” “I don’t know wherever you want to eat”.  You can be in 

this thing so long and where – it becomes where it’s just an outfit and it’s just a 

meal. Folks, it’s more than that.  Oh, we’ve got to be excited about Jesus Christ.  

And that’s some passion there, you see this man, he didn’t play it real.  The gospel 

was not anything, it wasn’t a toy, he didn’t play with this.  This was his life.  

He understood, I mean, he put his life on the line everyday.  We have it a little easy 

because our lives are not on the line for the cause of Christ.  But if you put your life 

on the line, it would separate some of us out, if our lives were put on the line.  You 

will really see.  But this was a passionate – I mean, and this passion was during the 

time of heavy persecution.  But yet he was so passionate, he just couldn’t wait.  It 

was an unstoppable passion.  And it just reminded me that sometimes we should go 

back and rekindle the fire to win the loss. Sometimes we’re in this all the time, 

when was the last time you invited somebody to church? When was the last time 

you tried to get somebody saved or you offered Christ – sometimes you know, we 

really lose that drive for the loss.  Folks, but that’s always the heartbeat of Christ, 

it’s winning the loss, it’s always his heartbeat.  

God looks at souls and he weeps over the souls that are lost.  He weeps.  It has to 

always be our passion to win the loss, to lead somebody to Christ.  I remember Rig 

Warren, he said that when his father was on his death bed, his father kept throwing 

his legs over the side of the bed and they kept putting them back on the bed.  His 

father kept throwing him off, like he was trying to get up and go somewhere and he 

said, “Dad, where are you trying to go?” He said, “I want to win one more for Jesus?” 

he said, “I want to win one more for Jesus”.  He was dying even with that passion 

for winning the loss.  

So sometimes, you know, instead of standing on the premises, we’d sit on the 

premises and we lose that passion, what it’s all about, it’s Christ, it’s Christ. Pastor 

James and I, we were out of town this week and we ain’t counting a fellow that we 

know and we can both say without any reservations.  This man lives Jesus Christ.  
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We were at a convention but he was in the convention, he was talking about Jesus, 

he was praying with people.  He was sharing the Lord and this was a business 

convention.  He didn’t care, he just lived Christ and my brother James, him – and 

he was just praying over Brother James. We were just so amazed when, his life 

always speaks to us because it lets us know how far we need to come up.  You know 

I love all the passion, - where it should be in terms of winning the loss and 

evangelizing people.  And so, he was always an inspiration to me. 

So, you should always have people in your life that will inspire you.  That’s why, I 

enjoyed reading the book of Philippians because it was the Apostle Paul inspiring 

us.  This is what he said; he used his own life for an example.  He said, “Everything 

you’ve heard, seen, and that you’ve received from me”, he said, “You do it”.  He said 

use me for an example, he volunteered.  He said, “Yeah, use me for an example”.  

You know, I’ve heard of some celebrity athletes, they say, “You shouldn’t use us for 

example”.  But the Apostle Paul, he said, “Use me for an example” He said, “Follow 

me as I follow Christ.  Follow me, everything you see me do, you do it because I'm 

following Jesus and I'm passionate about him”.  I just love the fact that he used his 

life as an example to inspire us.  

Folks, our lives should be inspiring somebody.  Our life should be inspiring 

somebody.  In fact, he says that in Philippians 1:27, he said let your conduct be 

becoming of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Meaning, people shouldn’t have to read the 

Bible, they ought to be looking at your life and hear the gospel.  I'm going to say 

that again.  People don’t have to read the Bible, they should be able to look at your 

life and see the gospel. Your life should be a message. Turn to your neighbor and 

say, “Your life should be a message”.  Your life should be communicating a message. 

What is your life communicating? 

Well, the Apostle Paul, his life communicated the message. And so all of our lives, 

we should live it in such a way without ever – I like something, I can’t remember 

who said this, but he said, “Preach the gospel wherever you go but use words if you 

have to”.  In other words, let your life preach and let your life be becoming of the 

gospel.  There must be a message in just observing your life. What message is your 

life sending? 

And so, I love the fact that he gives us a great example and he’s an inspiration to us 

and he causes us to be an inspiration, let our lives be an inspiration to others.  So 

then, you know, we get in to not only the passion but then the joy.  We talked a 

couple of weeks really about the ‘Winning Attitude’ and I just love that, it could 

have gone on forever on his winning attitude but I would say the next dominant 

characteristics of the Apostle Paul and especially particularly the book of 

Philippians is Joy.  

You will be surprised, let me show you; let’s just look at some scriptures.  Look how 

many times he talks about joy and you’ll see the emphasis that he has on joy.  Look 
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at chapter 1 in verse 4, Philippians 1:4.  Notice what it says, always in every prayer 

of mine for you all making request with joy.  I like that, making request with joy.  

Notice that, look in chapter Philippians 1:25-26, 25And having this confidence, I 

know that I shall abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of 

faith; ‘Look how important joy was, let’s look at verse 26’, 26That your rejoicing may 

be more abundant ‘In other words he’s saying, you should be happier, you should be 

more joyful.  

Your life should communicate joy. When people see your life, they should want what 

you have. But Christians sometimes are so beat up and so beat down, folks don’t 

want what we have. They should want what we have.  We’re the salt of the earth, 

salt creates some thirst.  We ought to be making people thirsty for the things of 

God. When they are looking at our lives, they should want this joy that we have. So 

notice it says that your rejoicing may be more abundant in Christ.  Look at chapter 

2.  He continues talking about joy in Philippians 2:2, notice what it says, Fulfil ye 

my joy, he tells us about joy, verse 16, Holding forth the word of life; that I may 

rejoice, there it is again, he talks about it in verse 17, Yea, and if I be offered upon 

the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all. There it is 

again.  He’s just all over the place with this.  Look at chapter 3, it’s in every chapter. 

And I think he’s communicating a life message to us that joy is what I'm 

communicating with my life.  

People are going to want what I have.  They want to know why am I so happy.  

What is that that’s causing you so much joy? Now, he wasn’t talking just merely 

and this is what you get out of one talking merely about happiness because 

happiness is based on your circumstances. You know when your circumstances are 

great then everybody is happy.  You know you’ve got plenty of money in the bank 

and food on the table and you know, everything is just great, you’re happy.  So what 

if there’s no money in the bank? And so, this is the difference between joy and 

happiness.  Happiness is based on the circumstances.  My little three year old 

daughter, we sat her up in her high chair one day and we fixed her favorite 

sandwich and chips and put her cookie and juice on her tray and we positioned her 

seat where she had a great view of the television and we put it on her favorite 

cartoon.  

When she got all that treatment, she just started laughing, and she said, “I am so 

happy.” Well, what if we had taken her snacks away and turned the TV off? It 

would have vanished very quickly, and so that’s not what he’s talking about.  He’s 

not talking about this fleeting happiness based on – if everything is you know lining 

up just right, when you’re set up.  No, he’s talking about the inward joy, it’s an 

inward joy.  This is coming on a relationship with Christ.  And if your joy has been 

suffering, check your relationship.  Jesus said, if you’re not in the vine, the branch 

can’t bear any fruit. You’ve got to be connected to me.  He is the source of joy.  He is 

the source of life, it flows out of him.  And so, if we’re not connected, we’re not 

hooked up to him, there is going to be little joy.  So if you’ve got little joy, check the 
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connection, because I'm telling you, if you’ve got a strong connection, joy is the 

result of that, it flows out of the vine into the branch.  Jesus said while he was here, 

he said, “This joy that I have, I'm giving it to you so that you’ll have my joy so that 

your joy will be full.” That’s the way Jesus left, he left us full of joy.  

And so we should live passionate lives and we should live joyful lives.  This is what 

the Apostle Paul and this is what he was really driving home in Philippians.  I just 

love that, I love that joy.  Notice what it says in chapter 3:1, Finally, my brethren, 

rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, 

but for you it is safe. So, he just keeps repeating himself, “Rejoice”.  Guys get a hold 

of this so you’ll all get connected with Christ like I am. You’ll be rejoicing too.  

Rejoice, be happy in the Lord.  Be happy in your faith.  

There’s something about God that makes you happy.  The Bible says in the book of 

Psalms that in his presence there is fullness of joy – it’s fullness of joy that comes 

from God.  So joy is directly related to our connection with God. It’s an inward joy 

that’s flowing out of our relationship with him, not based on circumstance, not 

based on anything, that’s based on our relationship and connection with Christ 

Jesus, with the Lord. And so he mentions this.  

Look at Philippians 3:3, there it is again, “For we are the circumcision, which 

worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus”.  So you just see it over 

looking forward – chapter 4, it’s in every chapter.  Look at chapter 4, that’s the one 

where we took our attention on, Philippians 4:4, Rejoice in the Lord – sometimes, 

every once in a while, when things are up, when you’ve got plenty of money, when 

your spouse is acting right? No, he said, “Rejoice in the Lord always”.  Then he 

repeated and he said it again, “I say rejoice”.  He wants you to get this message.  

Folks, be happy in your faith.  Don’t let anybody determine your joy and your 

happiness.  No one affects that, that’s something that God gives you from your 

connection.  It’s not based on your spouse, it’s not based on your kids, it’s not based 

on what’s going on down your job.  It’s not based on the circumstances of life.  Folks, 

this is coming out of the vine and you’re the branch, you’re hooked up to the vine 

and that sap flows in you and it’s his joy.  

And so, he says, “Rejoice always”.  Always rejoice.  I love that, I just love that.  And 

look at verse 10, he mentions it again, “But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly.” I'm mean 

this guy was being whipped, beaten and imprisoned and he just kept rejoicing.  The 

harder they beat him the more he rejoiced. All he counted on – suffer for Christ, it 

was a pleasure.  Men, he said the marks of Christ are in my body, he wanted this so 

bad; I’ve been beat for Christ – what a privilege, what an honor.  He understood, he 

was so one with Christ Jesus that if he was dead and crucified he’d also be 

resurrected with him. Oh men, what a passionate and joyful way to live.  He wrote 

the happiest and most encouraging letter in seemingly the unhappiest and most 

discouraging of circumstances, to let us know that we can live a live of passion, we 

can live a life of joy no matter what’s going on around us if we stay hooked up to 
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Christ, if we stay in vital union with him, fellowshipping with him, that joy comes.  

Praise God.  

I like something that Helen Keller said.  She says, “When one door of happiness 

closes another opens.” But often we live so long at the closed door that we do not see 

the one which has been opened for us. Get a hold of that, that’s powerful and it’s 

something very true in her statement, “When one door of happiness closes in your 

life – no, there is going to be another that’s going to open up” but don’t keep looking 

at the closed door because you’re going to miss the open door.  In other words, God 

will redeem every circumstance folks.  God will redeem every circumstance and he’s 

always at work in your life and when you’ve been disappointed, get your head up 

and begin to look around because there’s another opportunity of happiness.  When 

one door closes, another one opens. 

I like something that Groucho Marx said, he was an actor comedian.  He says, “I, 

not events have the power to make me happy or unhappy today. I can choose which 

it shall be.  Yesterday is dead, tomorrow hasn’t arrived yet, I have just one day, 

today and I’m going to be happy in it.” I like that, he said, “Today is the only day I 

can control” and I choose to be happy in it.  Turn to your neighbor and say “Choose 

to be happy today.” 

I like this last one here by Cynthia Nelms, she says, “Nobody really cares if you’re 

miserable so you might as well be happy”.  

Amen, amen.  

I want to read some of these.  This is a – I was in a bookstore one day and this little 

book caught my attention.  It’s called, “Be Happy” and it’s a short book and I loved 

it because each page only has one line on it.  I said, now that’s a book I can read.  

Each book has one line and a picture on it.  I said, that’s my kind of book. I can read 

this like in about 15 minutes, that’s my kind of book.  It has one line and a picture 

on it.  And it’s the cutest thing, I said, man, why didn’t I think of this idea.  Here’s 

somebody making all this money and they just wrote 1 line and a picture on the 

page.  Well they just give some everyday practical tips in being happy.  The first one 

says, “Show up”.  And that simply says, get out there in life, you’ve got to show up, 

don’t be afraid of opportunities.  Don’t be afraid to take chances and just show up, 

be present, you never know what might happen.  

The next page says, “Follow your heart” and there’s a little man walking following a 

heart.  Follow your heart, in other words, find your passion.  Follow the thing that 

makes you come alive.  Follow the thing that makes your dreams be realized.  

Follow your heartbeat.  The next page says, “Stay inspired”. Don’t get bore, try some 

new things, try some creative things.  Do things that will stimulate your creativity 

and your ideas and your crafts.  Stay inspired.  Get around some other people that 

inspire you.  Stay inspired.  This page says “Stop being a victim” got a man with an 
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arrow through his head, stop being a victim or stop victimizing yourself. Stop 

saying, “Oh it’s me and all this happening to me and you know, I can never get a…” 

Stop being a victim.   

“Do things you’re good at”.  Here’s one that says, “Love your work”.  I like this 

because, you may say, “Well, I don’t – I'm not really doing what I love”.  You may 

not be doing what you love but you can love what you’re doing.  There’s a difference 

there, you may not be doing what you love but you can love whatever you’re doing.  

That’s an attitude of the heart.  You can find a way to even take – work but you can 

use your own creativity.  You can come up with a way to still enjoy your work.  Turn 

to your neighbor and say, love your work. 

I was talking to a man the other day and he loved his work.  I said, “How are you 

doing?” He said, “Man, I have a job”.  Now, he was a business owner.  He owns a 

very successful business.  He has several locations and I asked him how he was 

doing and he said, “I’ve got a job”.  I love the way he did it because he didn’t do it 

out of a prideful, arrogant way of saying I'm the CEO and I own all of these.  Do you 

know what he told me? He said, “I get to go to work every morning, I get to come in 

and sweep the floor and take out the trash.  I get to check on people.” And I get to do 

it, you know and I was just blown away but he loved his work.  He said, “Man, I’ve 

got a job” and that’s all he said, he said, “I’ve got a job” and he said, “I love my 

work”. So turn to your neighbor and say, “Love your work”.  

Here’s a picture that says, “Get a new perspective”, got a man standing on his head 

upside down.  Get a new perspective.  Look at things differently; look at things 

through the eyes of others. Get a different perspective on life and have a different 

attitude toward life.  

Here’s one I love, “Have a sense of wonder”.  Sometimes we lose our wonder and 

amazement.  Have some quiet time.  If you ever want to really get close to God, go 

outside day or night.  Look up at the sky and just take the time to notice the 

figuration of the clouds.  Man, it will give you – get the feel you will wonder.  One 

day I was driving and it looked like that something that Rembrandt had painted.  I 

said, “My God, you are an awesome artist”. I said, “Here you are, you used the sky 

as a canvas and you draw a different painting everyday.” And I said, “Lord, this is 

awesome”.  It filled me with wonder and amazement that he uses the sky as a 

canvas and he draws – takes the time to just look at the portrait that God sends you 

everyday in the sky. Have a sense of wonder.  You can feel the vastness and the 

greatness and the bigness of your God when you just spend a little time out in 

nature. Spend a little time out and you can feel – have a sense of wonder.  

Here’s one that says, “Don’t isolate”.  Don’t isolate – this shows somebody in a little 

ball looking at the window.  Don’t isolate yourself, you’ve got to get out and meet 

people.  Join some interest groups, whatever your interests are, whatever activities 

you like, join a group, get involved with people in a social group.  A study shows 
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that this makes people happy.  It makes people a lot happier when you’re socially 

connected.  That’s why even churches, people in church are happier because we 

have fellowship, we have fellowship with one another.  So church not only serves a 

spiritual function.  Church serves a fellowship function.  So don’t isolate yourself.  

Meet some new people, get involved.  All of these things make you happy.  

I'm out of time, but I just wanted to read some pages to you.  This one says, “Find 

people you love”.  And this shows a man swinging on a trapeze to a woman. Find 

people you love.  This one says, “Set goals”. Setting goals is a very important part of 

our happiness. When you’re setting goals and reaching goals that makes you happy.  

When you have something to strive for, that makes you happy, setting goals. This 

one says, “Finish what you start”.  That makes you happy, to have a sense of 

accomplishment, completion. I started it, I’d finish it. See, the Bible says, Jesus is 

the author and the finisher. He doesn’t leave you half done.  The Bible says, “The 

work he started in you, he’s going to finish it even if it takes until he returns”.  He’s 

going to finish what he started in you. Finish what you started, that makes you 

happy.  

Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  You can listen to this 

message in its entirety, “Living With Passion And Joy”.  You can also listen to all 

the messages I'm doing out of the book of Philippians and you can also e-mail these 

messages to any of your friends absolutely free of charge.  Thank you so much for 

joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word.  


