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Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word because brother, you need the Word!  

 

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 

www.BrothersOfTheWord.com. Stay tuned to today’s message. We’ve been working 

our way through the book of Philippians.  Just having a wonderful, wonderful time 

that we are so happy you tuned in to be with us.  

 

I would like to read just a little humor I came across. A little girl was sitting on her 

grandfather’s lap, and as he read her a bedtime story, from time to time she would 

take her eyes off the book and reach out to touch his wrinkled cheek.  And she 

would alternately stroke her own cheek. And she did this over and over, and so 

finally she spoke up and said, “Grandpa, did God make you?” He said, “Yes, 

sweetheart. God made me a long time ago.” Then she said, “Well Grandpa, did God 

make me too?” He said, “Yes, indeed honey” he said, “God made you just a little 

while ago,” and continuing to feel their respective faces, again she observed, “God’s 

getting better at it, isn’t He?” 

 

Well open your Bible to the book of Philippians chapter 1; we will read that from 

verse 2 down through verse 11. Philippians 1:2-11. When you get there say, Amen. 

Beginning with verse 2, it says: “Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father 

and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” I thought you’re all going to read with me but 

anyway, verse 3, I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every 

prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel 

from the first day until now; Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath 

begun of good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: Even as it is 

meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as 

both in my bonds, and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are 

partakers of my grace. For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the 

bowels of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and 

more in knowledge and in judgment; That ye may approve things that are excellent; 

that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ. Being filled with 

the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of 

God. 

And I just want to use as a subject today, “Caring About People”.  Now, we’ve been 

studying the book of Philippians for the last few weeks and we’ve been noticing 

different things here in this one book.  I could preach forever from this one book.  So 

many things – we’ve talked a couple of weeks about the triumphant attitude that 

the Apostle Paul expresses in Philippians and how that encourages all of us to have 

a winning attitude in all of life, and we also begin to deal with his passion, and his 

joy, and the way he lived, and we noticed that he had an unwavering faith, and an 

unstoppable focus, and determination. Then, we also talked about he has such a 

sense of being in Christ, such oneness with Christ. And then finally, I want to look 
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at something that I could not overlook or neglect out of the book of Philippians and 

all of these wonderful things that are shared with us, I couldn’t neglect the way that 

he cared for people. And so, he teaches us not only about a triumphant attitude, and 

unwavering faith, and unstoppable focus and determination, and having passion 

and joy in all of life; he also teaches us the wonderful privilege and honor of caring 

about people.  

And I think if the Apostle Paul, if he were here today just to kind of summarize the 

book, the letter of the Philippians to us, he would say and these are just some of the 

thing I’ve taken out of the book that he would say to us in our own language.  He 

would say, “Roll with the punches. Take life in and strive. Pray. Be grateful and 

give thanks. Trust God. Be happy and don’t lose your joy. Be expectant, look for 

opportunity. Conduct yourselves well,” and then finally, “Care about people—treat 

people well. Treat people well.” 

Mother Teresa says, “The most enduring impact that you can have on earth is how 

you treated other people.” The most enduring impact you can have on earth is how 

you treated other people. And something else she said, that was so good, she said, 

“Let no one leave you without being happier and better.” No one should leave your 

presence. Nobody that you come into contact with should leave your presence 

without being a better person and being happier. In other words, that’ll be 

something coming from us that is influencing and affecting other people because we 

care about people.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “We have to care about people”. So the Apostle Paul, 

even though he shares so much spiritual knowledge and revelation, he understood 

the principle that people don’t care about how much you know until they know how 

much you care. So he went through great links, and this is one of the things that 

really jumped out at me in the book of Philippians, is how he loved people—how he 

cared for people, how he encouraged people—he loved people – he has such a caring 

attitude. And the book of Philippians is really with such tenderness, and such 

warmth and affection.  

Just look at chapter 2:19 & 20 – look at how – I just want you to see the caring 

attitude that he had – that he expresses. Philippians 2:19-20, notice what it says, 

“But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy shortly unto you, that I also may be 

of good comfort, when I know your state.” And Paul said “I can’t even feel good until 

I know how you all are,” he says, “I can’t even relax,” he said, “I’m tensed and 

anxious until I find out how you all are.” And so he begins to express such love and 

get a caring attitude, with sole affection, and then so warm and tender – look at 

verse 20, it says, “For I have no man,” he said, “I’m sending you all the best because 

there’s nobody better who would take care of you all than the guy I’m sending you.” 

And so he shared – he shared how much he cared about them, and you can just feel 

his caring attitude, and his tenderness, and his warmth and affection there.  



 - 4 - 

So, he lets us know that God has given us a wonderful opportunity, that our mouths 

and our lives should be a well-spring of life to bless and edify, build up other people, 

to encourage people, and do people good. And so we should be mindful in all of life 

that anybody that we encounter, they should feel better, be better and happier 

when they leave us in all of life. 

I’d like to read something that I came across that was good, along these lines it is 

something that was entitled, “The Paradoxical Rules of Leadership”.  And it says, 

“People are illogical, unreasonable, and self-centered. Love them anyway. If you do 

good people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. Do good anyway. If you’re 

successful, you’ll win false friends than true enemies. Succeed anyway. The good 

you do today will perhaps be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway. Honesty and 

frankness make you vulnerable. Be honest and frank anyway. The biggest man with 

the biggest ideas can be shut down by the smallest man with the smallest mind. 

Think big anyway. People favor underdogs but follow only hotdogs. Fight for a few 

underdogs anyway. What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. 

Build anyway. People really need help but they may attack you if you help them. 

But help them anyway. Give the world the best that you have and you will get 

kicked in the teeth. Give the world the best that you have anyway. If better is 

possible then good is not enough.” I like that, “The Paradoxical Rules of 

Leadership”. 

But the Apostle Paul, he begins to share this with us, the importance, and he 

demonstrated and just teaches this – he demonstrated it in his own life – that 

speaks to us today that this should be a part of our character witness of Christ. 

The Bible says that people would know that you are His disciples by the love that 

you have for your brethren. That’s how people will know that we are His disciples. 

And so the apostle Paul, he just took great links and went through great effort to 

care about people.  

He appreciated people – look at chapter 1. Look at verse 3, 4, and 5, notice this – 

notice how he appreciated people. Chapter 1 verses 3,4,5 he says, “I thank my God,” 

notice he was thankful—every time he thought of – I’m thankful for You. In verse 4: 

“…always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,” he prayed 

for them, thankful for them. Notice this: “…for your fellowship in the gospel,” he 

appreciated them for being partners in the gospel with him—he was thankful and 

he appreciated it.  So he expressed his appreciation – he expressed his appreciation. 

Everybody likes to be appreciated. Everybody loves to be appreciated. I read a story 

about a dog. And a man was going out of his front door one morning, and at his door 

was a dog. And the dog was there wagging its tail with his tongue out, and he had 

brought the man his morning paper. And the man bent down and got the paper, and 

he was so excited and happy about what the dog had done.  He ran back inside and 

got the dog a treat. And he brought it back out to the dog, and the dog was so happy 
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and ran off. And the next morning when the man was on his way out the door, the 

dog was there again and this time he had eight newspapers. 

See, everybody likes to be appreciated—everybody. Everybody—we too, like that 

dog, we all like to be recognized, we’d like to be appreciated, we’d like to feel needed 

and feel appreciated.  

John Maxwell said, “People love the Triple “A” treatment – the Triple “A” 

treatment—Attention, Appreciation, and Affirmation.” People love the Triple “A” 

treatment—Attention – everybody say Attention, Appreciation, and Affirmation. So, 

everybody loves that. People, we all love to be appreciated. We all love to be 

appreciated. 

Just last week, someone brought to me in my office, and I never had this happen, 

but somebody brought me a gift. And it was so luxurious, and it’s so nice; it was a 

matching set of watches for me and my wife, and they simply said, “I just wanted to 

appreciate you all for everything you’ve done for me.” And I was just taken by it 

because I’ve never received such a luxurious – I mean this was a luxury watch. I 

was thinking about pawning them in and see what I could get it for. You know 

people are buying gold right now so. They are nice and beautiful, beautiful, watch 

and I just stared at ‘em, just stared at ‘em. Somebody came back in my office, I was 

still looking at the beautiful gift, it just – it just overwhelmed me –and you know it 

just feels good to be appreciated. Everybody likes to be appreciated. 

Take time to acknowledge and appreciate people in your life. Take time to 

acknowledge. Don’t take people for granted. Life is so short, time is so short here; 

take time to appreciate people, appreciate – appreciate people, compliment 

somebody, write them a note, send them a text, buy them a gift, do something. 

Appreciate—appreciate people.  

Someone said this; I think it was William James, he says, “In every person from the 

cradle to the grave, there is a deep craving to be appreciated.” In every person from 

the cradle to the grave, there is a deep craving to be appreciated.  

Appreciate people at home. Start at home. Start at home – you know sometimes we 

appreciate the less at home – at home. People that we love the most, we appreciate 

them the less. Somebody said, “A home is the place where family members go when 

they are tired of being nice to other people.” That’s sometimes the way we treat 

home.  Somewhere we go after we’ve been nice all day long to everybody else and so 

we go home, and you know, we say, “We’re off-duty now so I can” And so, sometimes 

we leave home so often, we leave it unappreciated. Begin to appreciate. Appreciate 

your spouse and your kids, appreciate them each and everyday. Stop taking people 

for granted. 
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So the apostle Paul, he let them know that he appreciated, he appreciated, he 

appreciated them. And I like the fact that – look in Philippians 4. I want you to see 

this; “he continually thanked them, showing his appreciation”.  Look at Philippians 

4:14-16, notice at verse 14 he says, “Not withstanding ye have well done,” notice 

he’s commending them. He took time to commend them – to commend them, to 

thank them, to encourage them. Notice “that ye did communicate with my 

afflictions.” So he was appreciative that “you all share with me when I was going 

through some hard times – you are really – and so he was thanking them. He took 

time to thank people. 

And so Paul really shares some powerful lessons here about caring about people. 

Look at verse 15, “Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the 

gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as 

concerning giving and receiving, but you only.” Notice how special he made them 

feel; notice that. He said, “nobody else – nobody else.” He acknowledged them, he 

commended them, he thanked them, and he made them feel special. He made them 

feel special. 

I read about a garden of flower – he had a flower cart. And he said that he had no 

sales all day.  No one was stopping at his cart, no one was buying flowers. And so an 

idea came to him, an idea hit him. And so he made a sign, and the sign said, “This 

gardenia will make you feel important all day long for 10 cents.” And he said, after 

he put the sign up – he sold out; they just sold like hotcakes. And because everybody 

wants to feel valued, and appreciated, and important, and everyone wants to feel 

special – everybody likes to feel special. 

Paul even said in chapter 1, verse 24, let me just show you how special he made 

people feels, he said, “You know what,” he said, “I could go on and be with Jesus,” 

and he said, “Don’t get any better than that,” but then he said, “You know what, I’d 

rather stay here with you all.” That’s pretty again. I don’t know if I could say that. 

Paul said, “Well, you know what, I can go on and leave,” he said, “I’m kind of 

tussling what this is.  I can go and be with Jesus,” but he said, “You know guys, I 

like hanging out with you all. You all are the best – you all are the best, you all are 

special, you all are so close to my heart.”  

If you read there in chapter 1 – flip back to chapter 1, notice how special he makes 

them feel, chapter 1, verse 7 & 8, look at that, he says, “Even as it is meet for me to 

think this of you all, because I have you in my heart [I have you in my heart—you 

are all close to my heart]; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. For God is my record, 

how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.” Paul said, “I love you 

all so much,” he said, “I just want to be there with you all.” So – and so he just made 

them feel so special – he make people feel special.  
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And so, I just love the way that he cared about people. He cared about people. And 

even though Paul gives great revelation about Christ and spiritual things, he kept it 

very practical in his approach to people—that he loved and appreciated, encouraged 

– he helped. He wanted people to win.  He wanted them to win, he wanted them to 

be successful. So he – he spread great energy and effort to encouraging, and 

uplifting, and edifying, and building people, and making them feel special. 

I like the way that he acknowledged something good in them. He always found 

something good in them to acknowledge and he said, “The good things that has been 

started in you,” he said, “God is going to complete it.” So he was acknowledging 

something good. And so he lets us know, always find the smallest good, even if you 

got somebody you can’t stand, who gets on your last nerve, find the smallest good 

about that person and begin to acknowledge that. Begin to focus on the smallest 

good. Begin to focus on the smallest good. 

I like something that Malcolm Forbes said, this is a Brother Point, he says, “Too 

many people overvalue what they are not and undervalue what they are.” So many 

people overvalue what they are not and undervalue what they are. In other words, 

find the good part – find the good part, the smallest good, and encourage that and 

bless that. And a person will begin to move in a more positive direction when you 

find and focus on their strengths, and encourage, and edify their strengths. 

Bruce Barton said, I'm closing with this.  He says, “Nothing splendid has ever been 

achieved except by those who dared believe that something inside them was 

superior to circumstance.” Find the smallest good even in yourself. Find the 

smallest good and focus on your strengths.  

Praise God. 

The Apostle Paul cared about people. So the wonderful things that he shares with 

us, some wonderful principles to be able to show people appreciation and to build 

them, to help people win, to believe in people. So many people don’t believe in 

themselves and they have nobody else to believe in. And so the role that – that he 

shares with us to encourage people and give people a reputation to a pulse it is so 

powerful. 

I had a young man that I counseled with this week and he was always coming to 

borrow money—always in a jam. And so I felt the Spirit of God rise up in me to say 

something to him that would encourage him. And I told him – I said, “One day I 

believe that you will contact me not to borrow money; that you would contact me to 

find out if I know of anyone in me because you want to bless.” And I gave him a 

reputation, and that young man just broke down and began to weep, he said, “I 

never thought of myself like that.” He said, “I’ve always been a receiver, I’ve never 

thought of myself becoming a giver.” 
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Folks, believe in people. Give people a reputation that uphold. Care about people. 

Encourage people. Build something. Bless people. Find the smallest good and 

encourage them in it. 

Praise God. Give the Lord a hand for his Word.  

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of The Word. You can go to 

www.BrothersofTheWord.com and listen to this entire series on Philippians, and 

begin Caring About People, God’s Way.  

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of The Word because brother, 

you need the Word!  


