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Thank you for joining Brother of The Word, because brother you need the word. 
Well, we welcome all of you joining us via television and those of you joining us at 
BrothersofTheWord.com. We are so excited to have you tuned in and join us today. I 
would like to read just a little humor I came across this week. A man was walking 
on the beach and was in deep prayer and then God spoke to him saying that 
because he had always been faithful, that one wish would be granted to him. The 
man said he wanted a bridge to her wife so that he could drive there. And God said 
that his materialistic wish was too difficult because of all the logistics and it would 
just take too many natural resources and that he should think of another wish. And 
the man thought for a time and said, “Okay. I wish that I could understand my wife 
and know her feelings and what she wants and why she gives me the silent 
treatment and even when I say nothing wrong and even when nothing is wrong.” 
And the Lord thought, then replied and says, “You want two lanes or four lanes on 
that bridge?”

Well, open your Bibles if you will. We are in part 1. We look at the scripture in the 
Book of Psalm Chapter 37 but I want to look at a couple of different scriptures 
today. Let's look on the Book of Jeremiah. The book of Jeremiah right there in the 
Old Testament just not too far from Malachi, you flipped to Malachi which is the 
last book of the Old Testament then flipped back to the left a few books. You went 
into the Major Prophets there and you’ll see Jeremiah, but Jeremiah Chapter 17 
and let’s read Verses 5 through 8. Jeremiah 17 Verses 5 through 8, when you get 
there say, “Amen.”

Let’s begin with Verse 5. “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord for he 
shall like the heat of the desert and shall not see when good cometh but shall 
inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.” But 
here’s something different beginning in Verse 7. Notice what he says. “But blessed 
is the man that trusteth in the Lord and whose hope, the Lord is. For he shall be as 
a tree planted by their waters and the spreadeth out her roots by the river and shall 
not see when he cometh, but her leaf shall be green, and shall not be careful in the 
year of drouth, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.”

And so, we are talking from the subject learning to trust God. Learning to trust God 
and you saw the contrast of someone who trust God and you also saw the contrast of 
somebody who is trusting in man or trusting in the arm of the flesh. And there's 
another scripture I want you to read. I'm going to ask you to share several 
scriptures with you today but there's another scripture in Second Corinthians 
Chapter 3. Second Corinthians Chapter 3 that talks about the same subject, Second 
Corinthians 3 Verses 4 and 5. Let’s read those together as well. Second Corinthians 
3 Verse 4 and 5, when you get there, say Amen.
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Well, let's read beginning with Verse 4. Second Corinthians 3 Verse 4, “And such 
trust have we through Christ to God word not that we are sufficient of ourselves to 
think anything as of ourselves but our sufficiency is of God.” So, we are talking 
about Learning to Trust God, Part II Learning to Trust God. We trust and depend 
on him and these scriptures let us know that we are not enough in and of ourselves. 
We are insufficient in and of ourselves and God is our sufficiency.

Some people think as the first text in Jeremiah talked about some people, they 
think that they can make their own way. So, they are trust in their own skills and 
they will trust in their own experience. They will trust in their own success and 
they will trust in the education or they may put their trust in their career or the job 
or they will trust in their abilities or their gifts or talents. Some people will put 
their trust in their money or their wealth. Some people will put their trust in their 
intelligence. They think that they know it all and so they’ll put their trust in their 
intelligence, in their IQ. Some people will their trust in other people. Some people 
are really depend on other people and really looked to other people to support them 
and to take care of them so they are trust in other people.

And some people just put their trust in stuff. They put their trust in all their stuffs. 
Some people put their trust in their advantages. Certain people have certain 
advantages in the flesh depending on who you are and where you were born or what 
you have. So, there are certain advantages that some people have. And so they put 
their trust in their advantages. Some people put their in credential. Some people 
put their trust in their positions or their titles. Some people put their trust in their 
good looks. When you're good looking like I am, it’s easy to put your trust. You can 
get caught up in your good looks. But God’s word reminds us and tells us that it’s 
silly to put confidence in the flesh. It’s silly to put confidence in the flesh.

Let’s look at something over here in the Book of Philippians. You’ll see this again. I 
just love this and it’s Philippians Chapter 3 and I would actually like to read it from 
the Message Bible, Philippians Chapter 3. I want to read this on the Message Bible 
beginning with Philippians Chapter 3. Beginning with the third verse and I'm going 
to actually read it from a Message Bible translation because it just speaks so 
clearly. And it says -- now, I want you to keep in mind that he’s talking about not 
putting you confidence in the flesh. And so he used echoing the same thing that we 
just read in those other scriptures, but Philippians Chapter 3 beginning with Verse 
3.

He says -- and I'm reading in the Message Bible because it’s so plain and it’s so clear 
and it’s just so in your face. I just love the way he puts up here. He says, “We 
couldn’t carry this all by our own efforts, and we know it. Even though we can list 
what many think are impressive credential. You know my pedigree: a legitimate 
birth, circumcised on the eighth day; I'm an Israelite from the elite tribe of 
Benjamin; I'm a strict and devout adherent to God's law; a fiery defender of the 

3



purity of my religion, even to the point of persecuting the church; I'm a meticulous 
observer of everything set down in God's law Book. The very credentials these 
people are waving around as something special, I'm tearing up and throwing out 
with the trash—along with everything else I used to take credit for and why? 
Because of Christ. Yes, all the things I once thought were so important are gone 
from my life. Compared to the high privilege of knowing Christ Jesus as my Master, 
firsthand, everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant. It is as dog 
dung. I've dumped it all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ and be 
embraced by him.”

Isn't’ that powerful? He let's us know that anybody wanted to brag about who they 
are what they have in the flesh is nobody more qualified than he was, there was 
nobody of a higher pedigree. He was from the original chosen people from an elite 
tribe and he was highly educated, highly trained in the law. Nobody was more 
zealous for the things of God in carrying out. I like the way he said, “He kept the 
letter of the love to the letter.” And so he was qualified and all of his -- but he says, 
he said all of that stuff. All of that arrogance and pump and circumstance, all of 
those things are nothing and he says, “When I found Christ, that’s when I really 
found who I really am and I really found the great treasure in life and all the other 
stuff, you can throw it away.”

He said, “When it all boils down to his, about knowing Jesus and him knowing you.” 
He said that’s the essence of all of this and so his faith is in Christ. His trust is in 
Christ. When you get to the end of life, folks your degrees won't matter. It won't 
matter what school you went to or what job you had or how much money you had. 
All those stuff won't matter. At the point of your interest into internal life, the only 
thing that matters is, did you trust Christ and did he know you and do you know 
him? That’s all that matters, so he really brings it in to perspective for us that we 
should not put any confidence in the flesh at all. God is our source. All these stuff 
can be lost. He said all of the things that he wants us account on something had 
been lost in his likeness.

So, we can't put confidence. All these stuff can be lost. I don’t care what it is. 
Anything in this material realm can be lost. You can't put your faith -- one of my 
best friends, he’s been and probably the safest profession for the last 20 years. The 
most secure job you could ever have and he just lost his job. But he said, “I would 
have never thought in a thousand years that this would have happened to me.” 
Folks, you can't put your confidence, I don’t care how secure. There is nothing 
secure here. There is nothing solid. There's nothing safe. There is nothing secure 
here that you can put your confidence and things are changing. Stuff can be lost. 
You know when the stock market crashed years ago, everybody said, “Well, I'm 
putting my money in real estate.” And then that crashed.
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And so, you know it’s almost like God was just standing back just to show you. You 
can put your trust in anything down there. None of it lasts. None of it is permanent. 
These things are fickle. They don’t last. They have no permanence. They have no 
substance. They have no true lasting value and so God is the only person who will 
not fail. And so that’s why we put our trust in him. People who came out of the real 
estate markets, “Well, I'm just going to put my money in the bank,” and then the 
bank starts failing. Just to show that nothing in this economic system or in this 
material realm is solid or safe, no job is safe, no business is safe. Nothing is safe. 
There's only safety in Christ, Jesus. In putting our -- he’s the one only understood 
the true test of time. That’s why one of his nicknames is the Ancient of Days. He’s 
been around a long time. He was here when it all began and he would be here when 
it’s all over. He’s the Ancient of Days 

He can be trusted. He can be trusted and he's the one we have to put our trust in. 
Flip over quickie to Proverbs Chapter 3 Verse 5 and 6 and very familiar passage. 
But Proverbs Chapter 3 Verse 5, notice what it says. “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart and lay not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him and he shall direct thy path.” Now, they were to trust there in the Hebrew, it 
means to attach oneself to confide in. So, he’s saying attach your self to God. 
Confide in God. It means to feel safe. You can feel safe in God to be confident in 
God. It means to be secure in God. It means to be careless, not careless in the sense 
of not taking responsibility but careless in the sense of you're not stressed out or 
anxious or worried to death over anything because you have a heavenly father that 
you can cache your cares upon him and he cares for you. So, you can be careless 
from that standpoint. It also means to rely on. God could be relied on. He can be 
depended on. It means firmness or solidity. Also means confident, expectation. You 
can be confident in your expectation in God. And it also just simply means God is in 
control. God is in control.

Now, also in Proverbs 3, 5, and 6, look at Verse 6 it says, “In all thy ways 
acknowledge him.” In all thy ways acknowledge him. Now, this word acknowledge, 
it means to recognize, to be aware. And all your ways, acknowledge him, recognize 
him. Be aware of him, invite his help. So, you acknowledge him and I really believed 
that you acknowledge him in two ways. You acknowledge when you're going into 
something and that’s simply to say it can be just a quick prayer. “Lord, thank you 
that you're with me. Lord, lead me. Lord, guide me. Lord, make a way for me. God, I 
need your wisdom.” What you’re doing you’re acknowledging the presence of God. 
He’s your trust and so in all your ways, so you don’t divorce God from anything. In 
all your ways, you acknowledge him. And so he can just be a quick little prayer. God 
thank you for being with me, lead me. Guide me. Lord, show me. I pray for your 
wisdom, your favor. And so you acknowledge him. You're recognizing him. Just like 
when do in church sometimes, we may acknowledge somebody, we may have a 
special guest and I just want to acknowledge their presence. So, you're giving 
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acknowledgement and recognition. That’s what the word means. Acknowledge, I 
mean invite us in(ph).

Then it also means when you recognize when God has moved on your behalf in all 
your ways acknowledge him, thank him. So often God would do things for them and 
then after he does it, we don’t acknowledge it. There's a little joke of a man who was 
looking for a parking spot. And he said, “Oh Lord, God, just give me a parking spot.” 
He said, “Lord, I’ll start going to church and Lord, I start serving you.” Then as he 
was praying, a car pulled out of the spot and so one opened up. He said, “Never 
mind, Lord. One just opened up.” So, after we don’t acknowledge God. We don’t 
thank him when God moves on our behalf, when he moves in our situation and so 
acknowledge him. Give him thanks. Say God, “I recognize you're right there.” That 
was you. Acknowledge him. Take the time to acknowledge him.

Over the past week, I had been looking for a particular item and I have been looking 
for about a week and couldn’t find it. And I thought it was here at the church. I look 
for here. In my office, I didn’t see it and looked it in my cars and couldn’t find. I 
looked at home, around my desk and I just couldn’t find it. And all of a sudden, I 
was sitting down and all of a sudden a picture rolls up on the inside of me and I 
instantly knew where the object was. And the pictures rolls up in me, it was a bag 
in the trunk of my one of my cars, one of my vehicles. And it’s like a light bulb went 
up and sure enough. I went outside to check. I opened the trunk, there's the bag. I 
opened the bag and sure enough there was the item. And I thought about this verse 
and I acknowledged God. I said, God, thank you. That was your Holy Spirit.

The Bible says in Proverbs, it says that God aligned your darkness. He lights your 
candle. God enlightened you. The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord. God would 
turn the light so you can see things. And so I just think, I said, God that was so cool 
of you. You showed me exactly what -- I have been pulling my hair off. I'm trying to 
find it but yet, you just in the quietness, you gave me a picture, showed me exactly.” 
I said, “God, you're awesome.” And I acknowledged him. And so acknowledge God. 
Acknowledge God when you see him moving in your life and you see things come to 
pass and you know it was the hand of God. Don’t get to busy but stop and 
acknowledge him. Lord, I just thank you. Thank you Lord, God. There been times 
I've been on the road where I could have had an accident and then acknowledge 
him. Acknowledge him. There had been times where you may get a surprise check 
in the mail, acknowledge him. I mean there are so many opportunities and there 
are so many things that God does on our behalf. And sometimes we don’t even take 
the time to acknowledge it. And all your ways acknowledge him, and he says, “I’ll 
direct your path.” Say you're trusting in him. You're trusting in him.

I have so many experiences. There was a time I was trying to invest in something 
and I couldn’t and turned out later the investment went bust. And I said, “Oh, God. 
Thank you for not letting me,” but I acknowledged him. I acknowledged him. So, 
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when you see the hands of God moving in your life, learn to acknowledge him. I saw 
some interesting things here in the ascription. I don’t have time to get to them 
today. In the First Chronicle Chapter 5 Verse 18 through 20, some of guys, people 
went in battle and the Bible said that they cried up to the Lord and trusted him. 
The Bible says that moved God to deliver them because they put their trust in him. 
And also in Isaiah Chapter 26 Verse 3 and 4 the Bible says, “He who’s mine stayed 
on this, kept in perfect peace.” And I've known that verse all my life but I never paid 
attention to the next verse. It says, “Because he trusted in him.”

God will bring you in the peace. God will bring you in the peace when you trust in 
him. And I told you the last time that God simply spoke to me. The words relax and 
trust. Relax and trust. He’ll bring you peace when you trust it. Praise God. Man, I 
got so excited when I begin -- to get into the scriptures and to see God delivering his 
people because they trusted him and see God giving peace because they trusted him 
and again to just see some wonderful things about God’s trust but I want to share 
next time in part. I just want to talk about three things that kind of anchor your 
trust, three things that will anchor your trust in the Lord. So, we’ll get in them in 
our three. Amen.

Isn't wonderful to have a God that we can trust? We can trust him to put your life in 
his hands. Put your life in his hands and just trust. Put your life in his hands and 
allow him to work his wonders in your life. What a wonderful privilege that we 
have. Amen.

Those of you who are watching, I want you to go to BrothersofTheWord.com. You 
can listen to this entire message series, talking about Learning to Trust God, 
Proverbs 1, 2, and 3. You can also e-mail them to a friend, absolutely free of charge. 
Well, thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 
brother, you need the word.
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