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You are not on this earth to live for yourself. It's not about you.

Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the word. We 
welcome all of you joining us at brothersoftheword.com and those of you joining us 
by television.  I'm so delighted to have you tuned in to today’s broadcast. Well  I 
would like to read just a little humor that I came across. I've actually shared this 
one before but I read it again and laughed it again, so I thought I will share it 
again. But a Minnesota couple decided to vacation in Florida during the winter and 
they planned to stay at the very same hotel where they spent their honeymoon 20 
years earlier.

Because of hectic schedules, it was difficult to coordinate their travel schedule so 
the husband left Minnesota and flew to Florida on Thursday. His wife would fly 
down  the  following  day.  The  husband  checked  into  the  hotel  and  there  was  a 
computer in his  room,  so he decided to send an email  to  his  wife.  However,  he 
accidentally left out one letter in her email address and without realizing his error, 
he sent the email. Meanwhile, somewhere in Houston, a widow had just returned 
home  from  her  husband’s  funeral.  And  the  widow  decided  to  check  her  email 
expecting messages from relatives and friends. And after she read the first message, 
she fainted. And the widow’s son rushed into the room and found his mother on the 
floor and saw the computer screen which read, “To my loving wife. Subject: I have 
arrived. I know you're surprised to hear from me. They have computers here now 
and you are allowed to send emails to your loved ones. I have just arrived and had 
been checked in. I see that everything has been prepared for your arrival tomorrow. 
Looking forward to seeing you then. P.S. Sure real it's hot down here.”

Well open your Bible if you will to the Book of Hebrews. And actually we’re going to 
look at two scripts but we’ll start off with the Book of Hebrews there in the New 
Testament. The Book of Hebrews is stored at the end of the New Testament in 
Chapter 13. When you get there, say Amen. And once you find Hebrews and you can 
also put your finger in the Hebrews 13:16. Let's read that one together in unison. 
“But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased.” Notice that, but to do good and to communicate, and communicate there is 
translated share, so to do good and to share, forget not. Everybody say “Forget not,” 
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

And also flip over to Galatians 6 and we’d like to read Verse 10. When you get there, 
say Amen. Galatians 6:10, notice what it says and then read it together in unison 
with me. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men especially 
unto  them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith.”  And  the  amplified  Bible  says 
something interesting there in Galatians 6: 10 that says, right in the middle of that 
verse it says, “Be mindful to be a blessing.” Be mindful to be a blessing. Hebrews 
13:6, I had you all to repeat, “Forget not to share and to do good.” 
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And here  in  Galatians  6:10,  the  Amplified  says,  “Be  mindful.”  Everybody says, 
“Forget not,” and then say, “Be mindful.” 

And so I just want to use as a subject memory check. The Bible gives us a memory 
check right here. And it tells us to be mindful. Then it also tells us to forget not, be 
mindful. And don’t forget, be mindful of what? Be mindful to share, be mindful to do 
good and be mindful to give to one another. Be mindful, forget not. And it tells us 
this. It gives us this memory check because it is so easy for us to become so self 
absorbed, so self centered, so consumed with ourselves.

And we live in a day now where everything is just about me, mine and I. What’s in 
it for me? We’re always looking out for numero uno. What am I going to get out of 
it? What can you do for me? And so, people will say, “I will help you, but the first 
question is what do I get in return?” And so, we live in such a self-absorbed, self-
centered time now and everything is just so centered on stuff, just getting more 
stuff and everybody is just trying to get more stuff, more stuff which leads to greed 
and more self-centeredness. And so, this is why the scripture admonishes us to have 
a memory check because it's so easy to forget.

It's so easy to forget. Hey, you are not on this earth to live for yourself. It's not about 
you. It's not about you living on this earth for yourself. When you live that way, 
when you live a selfish, self-centered life, that is a very shallow and unrewarding 
life. That life there has no substance. That is a very, very bad existence of the state 
of life to live when you're absorbed in yourself. And I'm going to tell you this. When 
you stepped out into eternity, the minute you stepped out into eternity, you’re going 
to know instantly what you should have done while you have the chance on earth.

You’re going to know instantly and you’re going to realize, “Man, I should have been 
giving and I should have been sawing into the lives of others and doing good.” And 
sometimes people wait too late and as in eternity and they wish. And that’s why the 
prayer that we need to pray is, “Lord, help me to do what I won't’ wish I had it done 
when I stand before you.” Everybody say that, “With the Lord, help me to do what I 
will wish I had it done when I stand before you.” And so we have this memory check 
because we can get so caught up in ourselves and what I can get, what’s in it for 
me? 

I remember a couple of years ago on one of our Brother trips, we were in another 
country and we were riding mopeds on this particular country because that was the 
primary  mode  of  transportation.  And  so,  me  and  all  of  my  brothers,  we  were 
downtown.  We  were  riding  through  the  city  and  somehow,  I'm  not  really  a 
motorcycle rider. I've never ridden one in my life. In fact, this is probably the second 
time I've ever been on with. So, that was quite a bit. 
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Even though it was just a moped, if you’ve never really been on a motorcycle ride, a 
moped is actually quite a lot damned especially when we got into the downtown 
area because the downtown area in their country was not like the downtown area in 
this country. There were one-way streets and there were curved certainly so you 
had to manage traffic. We’re in a foreign country so I'm trying to manage the traffic. 
I'm trying to manage all of these and manage this bike that I'm not too comfortable 
because I'm trying to remember what and then I took a lesson right before he rented 
us the moped and he gave me a lesson.

So I'm trying to remember everything and he taught me on how to operate this 
thing.  And so on top, we’re trying to learn and remember everything on how to 
operate this little vehicle. I'm trying to manage the city, the traffic, the law; I'm 
trying to manage all of that. So, in the midst of all that, I became separated from 
my brothers. And I couldn’t find -- there was no site of them anywhere. And I looked 
for Nathaniel and he was gone. I looked for Bishop and he was gone. I looked for my 
brother Bernard and he was gone. I looked for the pastors and I said, “At least 
Pastor James was sticking around.” James was gone.

And  so  I  found  myself  just  out  here  by  myself  and  as  I  drove  around,  I  was 
completely lost. And I don’t know about you, but sometimes you can get an uneasy 
feeling when you're lost. Now, here's something I've noticed. Normally when you're 
lost at home in your city, it's not too bad. But if you're lost in another city, I don’t 
know something about being lost in another city that gives you a greater sense of 
my needs in this. I don’t know what it is about it but it’s for some reason, when 
you're in a strange city and this was not only a strange city we were in a whole 
different country.

And so to be lost, there was a little uneasiness and then it was starting to get dark 
on top of that. And I said, “Oh, my goodness.” And so I drove around and finally 
some kind of way, I ended up in the hood. I ended up in the hood and I really got 
nervous. I didn’t even know their country had a hood, but they had a hood. And so, I 
ended up in the hood and with the sweat.  And I'm like,  “Oh, my goodness.  It's 
getting dark. I'm in the hood and I'm a visitor from another country.” I say, “These 
folks will eat me alive and they're going to spot me a mile away.”

They  could  tell  that  I  was  a  tourist,  but  anyway  that  was  where  I'm not  sure 
walking down the street and so I stopped to ask directions and he began to give me 
directions. And when he finished, I thanked him and I was preparing to pull off. 
And right before I pulled off, he stopped me. He said, “Is there anything you can do 
for me?” And so, it just made me realize that sometimes we forget to do good. We 
forget to share with others. We forget to be willing to give. Folks, is there anything 
called giving with no strings attached any longer?
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It's almost that something that doesn’t exist any longer. It's hard now to even get 
help without something being attached to it. Folks, you do people a favor, they will 
call you back on that favor. And so, we have had lost this sense of communicating, 
sharing,  giving,  helping,  doing  good  for  others  with  no  strings  attached.  And  I 
believe this is exactly why the scripture commends us to have a memory check. To 
forget not, forget not and be mindful, call it back actively in the forefront of your 
thinking to be a blessing. Call it back until the forefront of your thinking to be a 
blessing, to do good, to be willing to share. This is why you are on earth. 

You are not on earth for yourself. You are not on earth to see how much you can 
accumulate. That is not why you are here. Folks, you all on earth will a master’s use 
and for his purposes and for his glory and for doing good while you have the chance 
for doing good while you have the opportunity. But we are so self-absorbed in this 
day and time on which we live and everybody is just out for themselves. Everybody 
is  out  for  themselves,  living  for  yourselves,  just  living  for  yourselves.  This  is  a 
Brother point, something that John Mason said. “Living for others is the best way to 
live for yourself.” Living for others is the best way to live for yourself.

Turn over to the Book of Genesis Chapter 12. I want to read something there and 
I'm going to actually read it in the Amplified Bible, Genesis Chapter 12. I want you 
to hear something that God told Abraham in Genesis 12:2. And notice what it says 
there. I'm going to read it in the Amplified so it will be a little different than your 
King James version but it says, Genesis 12:2 says, “And I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you with abundant increase of favors and make your name 
famous and distinguished, and you will be a blessing dispensing good to others.”

Now this is the promise God gave to Abraham. I want you to catch something here. 
He said,  “I'm going to bless  you.  You're going to be blessed.  You're going to be 
blessed and I'm going to make you great. You're going to be blessed.” But notice, it 
wasn’t for him to be self-absorbent or self-indulgent. He said, “I'm going to bless you 
and make you a blessing.” He said, “Abraham, I'm going to set you up in the earth. 
I'm going to bless you mightily. I'm going to make your name great so that you can 
be a blessing, so that you can be a dispensary of dispensing good to others.”

And so, this is how God said, “Abraham, up in the earth, he blessed him so that he 
would be a blessing.” He blessed him so that he would be a blessing. Folks, we are 
given to give. We are taught to teach. We are blessed to be a blessing. We are saved 
to seek and to save others. Folks, we are healed to heal. We are forgiven to forgive. 
God always lays it on us first so that we could extend the same grace to others. I 
read each and a little story about -- well I guess we call it, I was going to say two 
twins but -- it’s a set of twins, it was more accurate. A set of twin babies and they 
were just a few day’s old, a boy and a girl.
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And the girl  all  had heart  deformity.  And they had the babies  in  two separate 
incubators and the boy was well. He was well, but the girl was not doing well. She 
has some type of heart deformity and her health was deteriorating fast and the 
doctors were not expecting the baby girl  to live.  One of the nurses there in the 
hospital came up with the idea of putting both babies in the same incubator. The 
doctors weren’t sure about that but after she coerced them a little, they allowed her 
to do it. Interesting enough, when they put the brother and the sister in the same 
incubator, it wasn’t long before the well boy; the baby boy reached over and put his 
arm around the little infant sick baby sister. And something miraculous happened. 
The little girl began improving. Her heart got stronger. The condition began getting 
better and better and folks, the little girl lived and both of them are well today and 
happy and blessed today.

And the newspapers came and took a picture of the baby hugging the baby. And 
they called it a “rescuing hug”. Folks, you don’t know who needs your hug. You don’t 
know who needs your help. You don’t know who needs a hug. You don’t know who 
needs some good from you that you can do to save someone’s life. A rescuing hug. 
You have no idea the lives that you can touch, the blessing that you can be, the good 
that you can do, the difference that you can make. And so the scripture admonishes 
us to be mindful. Don’t forget to be a blessing. Don’t forget to be a blessing. Don’t 
forget to be a blessing. Be mindful to be a blessing. Don’t forget to give. Don’t forget 
to share. The scripture had to remind us because we become so self-indulgent and 
so self-absorbed.

In today’s society, it is easy to forget and so the Bible gives us a memory check. 
Turn to your neighbors, so this is just a memory check. This is just a memory check. 
This  is  a  memory check.  This  is  another  Brother  point.  Whatever  God can get 
through you, he will get to you. Whatever God can get through you, he will get to 
you. When you center your life around yourself, you not only miss out on the full joy 
and blessing of life for yourself but you cause others to miss out on the joy and 
blessing that God intends for them to have through you. You rob them of God’s 
blessing and joy that he wants to get to them through your very own life.

This is something I like John Wesley. This was his formula for success in life. He 
said, “Make all you can. Save all you can. Give all you can.” I like it. Isn't that a 
good formula? Make all you can. Say that with me. Make all you can. Save all you 
can. Give all you can.  Somebody said this. He says, “When it comes to giving, some 
people stop at nothing.” 

I  am out of  time. Those of  you who are watching by television, I pray that you 
enjoyed this message on Memory Check Part One. You can listen to this message 
absolutely free of charge at brothersoftheword.com. You can also email this message 
absolutely free of charge to any of your friends. And please stay tuned to get part 
two. You'll be able to catch part two of this series, Memory Check as well. But thank 
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you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because brother you need 
the word.
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