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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word.  We 
welcome  all  of  you  joining  us  by  television  and  those  of  you  joining  us  in 
brothersoftheword.com  stay  tune  to  today’s  message.  We’re  doing  part  three  of 
something we began a couple of weeks ago entitled Memory Check.

Just before we get started, I would like to read a little humor. This gentleman had 
play golf everyday for the last 25 years since he had retired. One day he arrived 
home looking downcast and he says, “That’s it.” He tells his wife, “I’m giving up golf. 
My eyesight has gone so bad that once I’ve hit the ball, I can’t see where it went.” 
His wife simplifies this as they sit down and she says, “Why don’t you take my 
brother with you and give it one more try?” “That’s no good,” he says, “Your brother 
is 95 years old and he can’t help.” “He maybe 95 years old,” says his wife, “but his 
eyesight is perfect.” So the next day, he heads off to the golf course with his brother-
in-law and he teased it up and he takes some mighty swing and he squints as he 
looks out. He turns to his brother-in-law and said, “Did you see the ball?” “Of course 
I did,” says his brother-in-law, “I have perfect eyesight.” “Where did it go?” “I don’t 
remember,” said the brother.

Well,  we’re  talking  from the  subject  Memory  Check  in  this  series  of  couple  of 
scriptures.  You can turn to Hebrews 13:16 is one of the scriptures we use along 
with Galatians 6:10. Hebrews 13:16, I’m reading from the Amplified Bible. It says, 
“Do not forget or neglect to do kindness and good to be generous and distribute.” 
Another translation says, “And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in 
need, these are sacrifices that please God.”

Then in Galatians 6:10 and in the Amplified Bible there we look at one particular 
line that says, “Be mindful, be mindful to be a blessing.” So these verses tell us to be 
mindful to be a blessing. They tell us not to forget or neglect to do kindness and 
good and to be generous and to distribute and to share. So we’re using as a subject 
Memory Check, this is part three Memory Check part three. We’ve talked about 
how easy it is in life to become forgetful and to forget things especially as you get a 
little age on you. Honestly, actually young people for these days, my daughter she’s 
only 19 and she was with me one day and we were out at a store and I told her to 
call in and order for dinner. So she called the dinner order in while we we’re in the 
store.  So  she  was  driving  and  so,  when  we  left  the  store,  she  was  driving  me 
straight home. I said, “Didn’t you just call in a dinner order?” We need to think 
because she had forgotten that she had just called in.  So I'm beginning to see that 
even young people are now forgetful.

But we all have these forgetful moments in life. I shared several with you last week 
some of my forgetful moments. I don’t want to share too many of you. I don’t want 
you to think I’m getting old.

00:05:05

2



But this is a fun when that happened to me years ago. I was at the bank in the 
drive-through one of the drive-through lanes and after I finished my transaction, I 
drove off and as sI got down the street and looked over in the passenger sit and 
realize I have the canister that just supposed to send back. I have forgotten to send 
the canister back. Anybody had ever done that? I’m not the lonely one that -- you’ve 
done that brother, I would thank you for your honesty. God bless you richly.

So, we all have forgetful spells from time to time. I remember Pastor Nathaniel, he 
was at church here one Sunday and after he had been inside for awhile somebody 
came to  get  him and they  said,  “Pastor  you left  your  lights  on.”  He went  back 
outside to cut his lights off and when he got outside, he discovered that he not only 
left his lights on, but he left the car running. He had forgotten to cut the car off. So 
we all have moments of absent-mindedness and told the scripture I believe in line of 
these gives us these little reminders to say, “Don’t forget to do good, don’t get so 
busy in life and so focused on yourself and so consumed with your own self-interest 
and going after things for you so that you forget to do good and you forget to share 
and you forget to distribute and you forget to be kind and be generous” So, it gives 
us just a memory check, just to stop and to remind us what life is all about, to 
remind us of our purpose and God’s purpose for us as we live life and we’re not to 
forget.

John Mason says, “Living for others is the best way to live for yourself,” and so we 
simply have to be reminded that we’re not to be self-centered and selfish and only 
focus on what we want or what we need, but we have to be mindful. We have to be 
mindful to be a blessing. Tell your neighbor and said be mindful to be a blessing, be 
mindful to be a blessing.

I came across some interestingly account of one of the former mayors of New York 
LaGuardia, Mayor LaGuardia and interestingly, the account is I want to share it 
with you. One winter night in 1935 Mayor LaGuardia, paid a visit to night court in 
the poorest section of the city. He told the judge to take the night off and LaGuardia 
took his sit on the bench and presided over the night cases himself. Soon after, a 
tired,  despondent,  elderly  woman  appeared  before  him  because  she  had  been 
charged with stealing a loaf of bread. In her own defense, she said, “My daughter’s 
husband left her. She is sick and her children are hungry. The storekeeper had no 
mercy.” With a sigh, Mayor LaGuardia said to the woman, “The law is clear. I have 
to punish you.” He fined her $10 and as he was pronouncing the woman’s sentence, 
LaGuardia was simultaneously reaching into his pocket to pull out a $10 bill. He 
drop  it  into  his  hat  and  said,  “Here’s  the  $10  fine  which  I  now  remit  and 
furthermore I'm going to fine everyone in this Court room 50 cents for living in a 
town where a person has to steal bread so her grandchildren can eat.” The bailiff 
collected  the  fines  and  gave  them to  the  defendant.  The  total  collected  for  the 
grandmother was $47.50.
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When not a good account of a Mayor, who used his position and his authority and 
his influence to influenced people to do good to remind them to do good to distribute 
and to share.

00:10:03

So that’s simply what the scriptures are admonishing us there in Hebrews 13:16 
and in Galatians 6:10 to be mindful, to be mindful to be a blessing. Turn to your 
neighbor and said, “Be mindful to be a blessing, be mindful to be a blessing.”

Now, I  really take that  to  have a two-fold meaning there in Galatians 6:10.  Be 
mindful to be a blessing. There’s a two-fold meaning to that and there are other 
scriptures that really define the meaning I believe that the two-fold meaning of 
that, be mindful to be a blessing. In Galatians 6:10, it goes on further to say, “As 
occasion, an opportunity open to us let us do good.” So when it tell us to be mindful 
to be a blessing, I really believe there are two levels.

In the  first  level  is  when you have  opportunity  that  present  themselves  to  you 
always take the opportunity to do good. There’ll be opportunities throughout your 
day or throughout your week where something will present itself where you have 
the opportunity to make a difference. You have the opportunity to bless somebody to 
be a blessing and to do good. So the scripture says, “Be mindful to be a blessing,” so, 
I think the first level is to take those opportunities as the opportunities present 
themselves to you take the opportunities.  Be aware and be alert of opportunities as 
they present themselves to you throughout your day and throughout your week.

Now, the second level I believe that the scriptures teach us about being mindful to 
be a blessing is actually -- there’s a verse that says, “Seek,” and this is actually in 
first Thessalonians 5:15, but there’s a verse that says, “Seek to do good, seek to do 
good.”

Now, so the first level is allowing opportunities to present themselves to you and 
you’ve taken advantage of those opportunities, but the second level is saying, “You 
look, you seek to do good.” In other words, you think of ways in which you can bless 
people. In other words be proactive. Turn to your neighbors and say, “Be proactive.” 
So one level is sitting back allowing opportunities to pass our way and we have the 
opportunity to bless somebody or to give or to do something good or kind, to share 
with somebody. But the second level is you think of ways to bless people. In other 
words,  you make the opportunity.  You create the opportunity.  Think of  ways to 
bless people. They don’t have to be extravagant things. It can just be little things 
that can make the difference in a person’s life.
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The other day, I was testing this, one day I was driving home and I was saying to 
myself, “What can I do to bless somebody, what can I do?” Because I wanted to go to 
this second level where you are seeking to do good, you’re seeking to do good not just 
waiting on an opportunity but you actually, actively, proactively seeking to do good.

So I was just thinking about that driving home one day last week and so, what can I 
do to bless somebody?  A particular person came to mind and I knew that their child 
was at an event that was sort of on my way home. So I called the child’s parents and 
I said, “Would you like me or could I pick up your child for you? To save you the 
trouble of coming back out to pick them up,” because I know if they had to go get 
him they would take them about 40 minutes round trip. It was sort of on my way 
home. So I just presented that and man, the parent almost passed out. They said, 
“Oh yes, thank you so much. We were just dreading getting up and trying to go back 
out for 40 minutes to pick him up. What a blessing that would be.” I went by and 
did that. It was perfect timing. I went by and did that and it blessed down in an 
incredible way.

All I did was simply take a little time to think of how I could bless somebody. That 
didn’t cost me anything, but there was a creative idea just put a little thought in it 
and so,  that’s  the second level.  The first  level  is  to be aware and to be alert of 
opportunities as they present themselves to you. But the second level, the scripture 
teach us. Now, seek to do good, think of ways to bless people.

00:15:00

You want to strategize,  how can I bless somebody today? How can I be good to 
somebody today? In that awesome thought, think about if everybody thought that 
way everyday.  What can I do to be a blessing to somebody today? Be proactive, be 
proactive, be proactive in being a blessing to somebody each and everyday.

Now, when we give, there are three things that happen. Number one, it meets the 
need of that particular person. It supplies the lack. Number two, when we give it 
causes thanks giving to God. It causes thanksgiving to God.

I remember a couple of  years ago, I was at a church.  This was a small country 
church. I was speaking there. So after the service pastor was giving me a tour of 
their facilities. He had taken me around. He astounded me in different aspects and 
different  parts  of  the  facility  there.  We came across  this  warehouse part  of  the 
church  where  they  stored  a  lot  of  their  food  items,  because  they  had  a  great 
distribution to the poor through food. So he had shown me all of the warehouse and 
the dock and so forth. While I was there I presented a check to one of his members 
who was starting a brand new ministry. I just wanted to be a blessing to them, so I 
gave  him a  check.  As  the  pastor  was  continuing  the  tour  with  me  around  the 
facilities, all of a sudden we heard a loud scream, loud commotion. My first thought 
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was, I said, “Oh my God, somebody has fallen off of that dock,” because I had just 
seen they had a tour of that dock back there and there was a pretty steep drop off. 
My first thought was being the positive thinker that I am. My first thought was, 
“Oh my goodness, somebody has fallen off of that dock back in the warehouse.” So, I 
come to find out, it was the gentleman that I had given the check to. He had opened 
the check and the amount that  I  gave him was the exact  amount he had been 
praying the God for to get things done in the new minister that he was starting. It 
was the exact amount to depend in and he just went berserk. He went wild and so, 
it was him giving thanks to God that was a commotion that we heard.

So when you give three things happen, it supplies the lack or meets the need of the 
person that you are helping. Number two, it  calls  this thanksgiving to God and 
number three,  it  enriches the giver.  It  enriches the giver.  It  enriches the giver. 
Folks, now this a very interesting concept that the Bible teaches, about the giver is 
actually more blessed than the receiver. Jesus himself said that in the book of Acts 
he said this, “It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” I believe he was giving a 
little hint. There’s actually something that happens to the giver that as far greater 
than what happens to the recipient.

I bought a book. I want to share this account with you. This is a book by Brian 
Tracy that I’ve been reading called Create Your Own Future. But in this book, he 
shares  an account  in  the  life  of  John D Rockefeller.  I  wanted to  just  read this 
account, because I had never heard this. But John D. Rockefeller began his life as a 
clerk earning $3.75 per week. He saved 20% of his income and gave 50% to the 
church.  He lived on the remaining 30%, eventually he  got  into the fledgling oil 
business and built Standard Oil, the biggest oil company in the United States.

As his business interest grew and expanded, he lost sight of his original desire to 
share his benefits with others. In the back of his mind, he had always intended to 
give money to where the causes, but he became so busy building his empire that he 
simply didn’t have the time. When Rockefeller was 52 years old, he was the richest 
man in the world. He was also a physical wreck.

00:20:07

He was in a state of collapse. His body was falling apart. The doctors told him that 
he only had a few months perhaps a year to live. He had worked for so long and so 
hard and had taken such poor care of himself physically that even though he could 
afford any kind of treatment, there was nothing they could do for him. Rockefeller 
decided that if he was going to die anyway. He was going to go back to his original 
intention and give  away some of  his  money.  He sold  half  of  his  interest  in  the 
Rockefeller Oil Companies for cash an amount of about $500 million.  He then setup 
the first Rockefeller Foundation and began giving his money away to worthy causes 
that he admired over the years. The remarkable thing happened, the more money 
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he gave away, the healthier he became. Eventually his physical problems cleared 
up. The more dedicated he became to charitable causes to funding churches and 
foundations and other organizations, the better he felt and the healthier, happier 
and more positive he became. Meanwhile, the Rockefeller Oil Companies continued 
to grow, the half ownership that he retained in his company has increased in value 
at a rate faster than he could give the other half away.

Rockefeller lived to the age of 92 another 40 years. By the time he died, he had 
given away hundreds of millions of dollars, but the incredible thing was that he was 
worth more when he died than when he had sold half of his interest at the age of 52 
and began his charitable activities. Isn’t that powerful? Man, there is something 
powerful  about  giving  that  we  have  not  scratched the  surface  on  to  realize  the 
powerful benefit and effect that takes place in our lives.

Praise God, man, I just begin to see so much there that happens in the life of those 
who are generous, those who are committed to share and to distribute and to do 
good, the blessings of God comes into their life in such a powerful way that we will 
never fully understand, never fully even realize. There was one psychiatrist by the 
name of -- his name is Dr. Karl Menninger. He gave lectures on mental health all 
the time to his audiences. In one of his lectures, somebody raise their hand after he 
finished and asked this question, he said, “Dr. Menninger, what would you advise a 
person to do who’s  on the verge of  a nervous breakdown?” Well,  Dr.  Menninger 
being  an award-winning  psychiatrist,  you  would think his  response would  have 
been,  “Tell  him  to  go  see  a  psychiatrist.”  But  that  was  not  his  response.  His 
response  was,  he  said,  “That  person  should  lock  up  their  house,  go  across  the 
railroad tracks, find somebody in need and help that person. That is the remedy for 
somebody on the verge of a mental nervous breakdown.” Isn’t that a powerful key 
there that whatever we want we have to first find somebody else to give it to, that’s 
the way the system of God operates and I just say I didn’t give in to all of that, but 
there’s a powerful system there that whatever you want, if you just sold that into 
somebody else’s life, it comes back into your own life. So if a person wants joy, I just 
realize so many people would not have to take all of the depression medication at 
their own.

00:25:00

If they just tap into the power of doing good in helping others and sawing into the 
lives of others. God’s joy released into your life, will you become a giver when you 
become concern about other people. Give the Lord a hand for his word.

Those of you watching in that television, I want you to go to brothersoftheword.com. 
You can listen to this message in this entirety. You can also email it to a friend 
absolutely free of charge. Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the 
Word because brother you need the word.
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