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Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word. 
We  welcome  all  of  you  joining  us  by  television  and  those  of  you  joining  us  at 
BrothersOfTheWord.com. Stay tuned to today’s message, we are certainly delighted 
to have you tuned in and worship with us today.

I would like to read a little humor, I actually got this a couple of weeks ago, curtesy 
of Ms. Yvette McDonnel, so if it’s not funny you can see her after service. And this 
one says – A preacher goes into a bar and says – Anybody who wants to go to 
heaven stand up. And so, everybody stands up except for a drunk in the corner. And 
the preacher says, “My son, don’t you want to go to heaven when you die?” The 
drunk says, “When I die, sure, I thought you are taking a load up right now”. Ms. 
Yvette you did good, all right. Thank you for the joke.

Well if you will open your Bibles to the Book of Deuteronomy, I just want to read a 
couple of verses in the Book of Deuteronomy chapter 8. It is good to laugh and I 
thank God for giving us a privilege and opportunity to be able to laugh and to enjoy 
life and enjoy him. In the midst of our circumstances, we can still laugh; we can still 
find something funny to laugh at and if we can’t find something to finally laugh at, 
just look in the mirror and laugh at yourself.

Deuteronomy 8:2 and 16, when you get there say, amen. “And thou shalt remember 
all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to 
humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou 
wouldest keep his commandments, or no.” Now that word, “prove thee” is translated 
as ‘test’. And so God says, I’ve led you these 40 years in the wilderness to humble 
thee and to test thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep 
my commandments or not.

And then in verse 16 he says the same thing, “Who fed thee in the wilderness with 
manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might 
prove (test) thee, to do thee good at thy latter end”. And so, I just want to use as a 
subject, “Passing the Test”.

The word ‘Test’ is defined, here’s a couple of great definitions I found for the word – 
Test. The word ‘Test’ is a procedure intended to establish the quality performance or 
reliability of something especially before it is taken into widespread use, ain’t that 
interesting. And so, God tests us to test our performance, our quality, our reliability 
before we are taken into widespread use, ain’t that good? So he’s testing us for a 
reason and this is why, you know, some people are so anxious to go out and minister 
to the world. And hold on just a second before you buy your ticket, I'm packing bags 
for just a moment and allow God to test you at home first. God always tests you as 
this definition shows us. He tests before widespread use so God will first test you at 
home. You need to make sure; you’re passing the test at home. So many people need 
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to go home before they try to minister to the world for God has a test for you right at 
home. Sometimes there’s a major test right at home. You don’t have to go out to the 
world. God is saying pass the test right at home or your test may be right on your 
job. He’ll test you right where you are to see if you are ready before widespread use. 
And you know that’s  actually  a  business  practice,  you  know,  before  you take a 
product to market, you always test it.

I had a lady – she asked me not too long ago. She had a product idea, she said – 
What should be my first step? She was a cook. She wanted to cook something and 
sell it. I said – Your first step is, make sure everybody in your house loves it. Make 
sure your relatives love it. Make sure you're free. You need to cook it and sell it out 
to everybody that you can find because that’s your test. And I said, if they don’t like 
it, don’t worry about going to market. And so, you always test something on a small 
scale. So that’s why God teaches the principle – He that is faithful and little – see 
God wants to test you, he wants to test you with something small, he wants to test 
you with a small test, small assignment. Don’t shine the small days, the beginnings, 
don’t  despise small  beginnings.  No, that’s  your testing time,  that’s  your proving 
time. And so God always tests you.

My brother, Bishop Dale, as most of you know he has over 20,000 members in his 
church, his worldwide television over the world, just a world traveler and minister. 
But you know, with all of that acclaimed he taught in my mother’s living room for 
about 20 years and nobody knew him. We’ll  see he had passed the test, he had 
passed the test. Before God gave him all of that, God said – I’ve got to test his 
quality. I’ve got to see if he is going to be reliable. I’ve got to see what he is made out 
of. And so for 20 years he taught about 20 people in my mother’s living room. Never 
was he discouraged, never was dismayed, never wondered how long – Lord are you 
going to leave me here? No, he was faithful and he passed the test.

God will always test you with something small before your widespread use. Now 
when God gives you a test, here’s a great thing about God. God will never flunk you, 
he’ll never flunk you, he’ll just make you retake it. He’ll make you retake the test. 
He’ll never flunk you, God will always give you a retake. That’s very similar here to 
what we know as the five rules for being human. It says, number one – You will 
learn lessons. Number two – There are no mistakes, only lessons. Number three – A 
lesson is repeated until it is learned. Number four – If you don’t learn the easy 
lessons, the lesson gets harder. Number five – You will know you learned the lesson 
when your actions change.

And so, God never flunks us. He wants us to pass the test. And so he’ll give us 
retakes of the test. That’s the good news, God wants us to pass the test. And you 
know here’s the great thing – It’s an open-book test. When you are in school, those 
are the easiest test – the open-book. God gives us tests with open book. You can 
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search and find the answer to any test you are in, isn’t God good? He’s a wonderful 
instructor, open-book test. 

The reason so many people have problem with tests, they never open the book. The 
answers are in the book, it’s an open-book test. I mean if you’re going through a 
test, get in the book, the answers are in here. Not only is it an open-book test. He 
will guide you, he’ll guide you to the answer. And so God always tests us, he always 
tests us. You’ll  find about five or six different words to use for the word test in 
Scripture. There will be words like, tempt – that means test or temptation. You’ll 
find the words like try – that means test. You’ll find the word prove, or you’ll fine 
the word tried or trials or  trial,  even the word refine.  All  those words,  they all 
center  down to  the  root  meaning  of  test,  they’re  all  tests  and  those  words  are 
mentioned over 200 times throughout the Scripture and so, that lets you know that 
there is a lot of testing in life.

Life itself is a test and if you view life itself as a test, you will find out that there is 
nothing insignificant, there are no insignificant incidences or events in your life if 
you view life as a test. Life itself is a test. Turn to your neighbor and say – Life is a 
test. If you’ll look at the Book of Job, that whole book was about a test. His whole 
life was a test. His life went through a test and even though it only lasted about 
nine months but that test turned his life upside-down. That test seemed like an 
eternity but there was a test and God allowed Job to be put on the testing table and 
he was tested and his whole life was simply in a test, it’s just a test.

And so we are talking about passing the test. Here’s our second definition I found 
for the word test. It’s an event or situation that reveals the strength or quality of 
someone or something by putting them under strain.  It’s  an event where you’re 
trying to reveal the quality of something or someone – the strength or the quality by 
putting them under strain. So that’s what the whole test of Job was about. His life 
was put  under  strain to  see  what  he  was  made out  of,  to  see if  he  would  stay 
steadfast to God, to see really where his trust was and his dependence. Really, to 
see what he was made out of. And so, we are allowed to be tested so that we’ll know 
our quality, so that we’ll know – your character is revealed through a test. You find 
out who you are when you are tested. Your character is not only revealed but your 
character is developed by going through tests. So much of life is a test.

Every day is an opportunity to grow. Turn to your neighbor and say – Everyday is 
an opportunity to grow. And that’s because everyday you’ll be faced with different 
tests. Just yesterday, I lost my cool over something that happened and after I lost 
my cool I felt so bad that I realized I had failed the test. I said, Lord give me a 
retake. And sure enough, I had lost my cool with somebody and I went and got the 
person the second time and I re-did it this time out of a position of love, out of the 
character  of  God  and  this  time  I  passed  the  test.  And  oh  man,  it  was  such  a 
blessing, it was such a joy when I did it through the character and the love of God. I 
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mean God’s anointing, his wisdom flowed, it brought wholeness to the other person 
and to me and I said, “Wow!” because I went back and did a re-take.

Folks, it’s okay if you mess up and simply repent and say, “God, let me do it over 
again. Let me take it over again.” That’s the wonderful thing about when you fail a 
test, God gives us more opportunities. And so, we are able to learn a lesson and 
grow from it and do it all over again until we pass the test.

Turn  over  if  you  will  to  the  Book  of  James,  there  in  the  back  of  your  New 
Testament. The Epistle of James chapter 1, notice what it says there in verse 2, the 
Book of James 1:2, notice what it says, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall 
into diverse temptations” or translated as trials or tests, count it all joy. It didn’t 
say it was joy, it said treat it as joy, recon it as joy. In other words, this is what I got 
from that,  it  says, when you fall  in at different tests,  trials,  temptations in life, 
recon it joy, consider it joy. In other words, find some good in it. Find something 
good  in  the  test,  find  something  good  in  the  trial,  find  something  good  in  the 
temptation.

And he gives us actually two keys, find something good in it. In other words, he goes 
on to say, you know, knowing that the trial of your faith works patience. In other 
words, he’s saying – If nothing else, at least look at the test to say – I'm going to be 
better because of this test.  I'm going to gain more experience and more wisdom 
because of this test. I'm going to be more developed. He uses the word patience – 
you know let patience have its perfect work and you know, allow patience to be 
produced.  That  word  patience  there  is  really  the  word  fortitude.  It’s  basically 
saying, when you’re going through a test, a test will build fortitude. It will give you 
lasting power.

It gives you substance. It gives you the ability to be able to withstand some things 
and not  to  cave-in,  crumble  down and quit.  And so  he  says,  when you’re  going 
through a test,  he says at least one good thing you know is going to make you 
better, it’s going to make you stronger, it’s going to give you endurance, it’s going to 
give you lasting power, it’s going to give you some fortitude. It’s going to give you 
fortitude.  You’re going to have the ability to withstand and to be able to gain from a 
test. 

He is saying when you're going through a test, he says, treat it as joy, get happy 
because you’re going to be better through it, you’re going to be developed, you’re 
going to increase, I mean you’re going to be stronger. You're going be able to develop 
endurance, you’re going to have lasting power. Some people don’t have any lasting 
power because they won’t  endure anything,  they just cave-in and that’s  because 
they haven’t been through anything.
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Folks sometimes, it takes process. And I was trying to explain this to somebody just 
yesterday, they wanted something quick and easy and they want it right away and I 
said, “No, not everything works that way”. Sometimes you’ve got to be processed, 
which means it takes time, it has to be developed. A good wine takes 20 years before 
it reaches its peak. It takes time, you don’t get a good wine overnight. It has to go 
through process; it has to go through time. This is what God is saying to us, “Don’t 
fight everything that you go through – you have to go through some process”; it 
takes time. You may not understand everything while you are going through it but 
rest assured, through this process God is developing us, God is building something 
in us. We’re going to have endurance and we’re going to have fortitude and back 
bone and stay in power.

You know, the picture I had of this when I started this, the image that came to my 
mind. Anybody ever been out in the rain and you had a flimsy umbrella that just – 
you know how that umbrella is supposed to be and it folds up the wrong way? That’s 
what a life is like that hasn’t been through anything, it has no staying power. When 
we are in a down pour, I like the huge golf umbrellas, those are the huge ones that – 
they have so much support under them and you feel so good when you’ve got one of 
those umbrellas over you. See, that’s a light that has fortitude, that’s a light that 
has staying power. I can’t stand a flimsy umbrella that flips upside down when a 
little wind blows. I just throw those away, I can’t stand them. They have no staying 
power, they have no endurance, they have no fortitude. 

But  you  give  me a  golf  umbrella  and I’ll  go  through  any storm because it  has 
staying power,  it  has fortitude,  and that’s  the image that flashed into my mind 
when I ran across it. That’s what God wants to develop us. I should have brought 
here one of my torn up umbrellas so you all could see what I'm talking about. And 
so, this is what James talks about – James tells us two things, he says recon in Joy, 
treat it as joy, treat is as been official, understand the true value in what you’re 
going  through  that  God  is  doing  something,  he’s  building  something.  He’s 
developing  you,  making you stronger,  making you better.  So  James is  basically 
saying  –  Have  that  perspective  as  you’re  going  through  a  test.  Have  that 
perspective.

Second thing he says, he says – “Ask for wisdom.” As you’re in the middle of the 
test, James says, ask for wisdom. You don’t have to be in a test trying to figure 
everything out. Ask the instructor for help. Notice that in verse 5 as he’s talking 
about the test, he says, if any of you like wisdom let him ask of God. And I had 
never  really  looked at  this  in  light  of  the  test.  I  had  always  looked  at  wisdom 
separately but I sat this time in light of the test, because he’s talking about testing. 
So he said, “If you’re going through a test,  don’t try to do it alone, ask God for 
wisdom”. Ask God for his insight, ask God for his revelation. Ask God for your next 
step. There are some questions you want to ask yourself as you’re going through a 
test. I jotted some down. Turn to your neighbor and say, “He jotted some down”.
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Let me give you some questions, here it is on my last page. Here are some questions 
to ask yourself as your going through a test. Ask yourself, “What happened? What 
has happened to me?” Ask yourself that question. Number two, ask yourself “Why 
am I here on earth?” Number three, ask yourself, “How can what happened to me if 
that’s the purpose of why I'm still here on earth?” Number four, ask yourself, “Is my 
faith being tested?” Number five, ask yourself, “How long will I trust God?” Number 
six, ask yourself, “Am I sure of his promises?” Number seven, ask yourself, “Do you 
believe God is in control?” Number eight, ask yourself, “Do you believe God is good?” 
These are some questions that you ask yourself right in the middle of a test. Ask for 
wisdom.

Those of you who are watching us, I want you to go to BrothersOfTheWord.com. You 
can listen to this entire message on, “Passing the Test”. You can also email it to a 
friend absolutely free of charge. Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers 
of the Word, because brother you need the Word. Praise God.|
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