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Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word because brother you need the word. We 
welcome all  of  you  joining  us  via  television  and those  of  you  joining  us  at  the 
BrothersofTheWord.com. Stay tuned to today's message. We are so happy to have 
you join us and tuned in and worship with us on today.

Well,  I  would like to  read just a little  bit  humor I  came across this  week.  Two 
brothers were always getting into trouble in their neighborhood, and the people in 
the neighborhood started complaining to the parents about the boys. And so the 
boys' parents decided to have their priest talk to the boys. And so the priest asked to 
speak to the boys alone and requesting to see the youngest boy first. And the young 
boy comes in and sits at a large table across the room from the priest.  And the 
priest  looks  at  the  boy,  points  at  him and  trying  to  emphasize  that  God  is  in 
everyone. He asked him, "Where is God?" The boy looks around the room and back 
at the priest and says, "Nothing." Again, the priest points at the boy and in a louder 
voice ask, "Where is God?" The boy says, "Nothing." The priest walks around the 
table,  pointing just inches from the boy's  face and asked again in a thundering 
voice, "Where is God?" The boy jumps out his chair and runs out the door. The boy 
runs right home and grabs his older brother and says, "We're in big trouble. God is 
missing and I think we did it."

Well  open  your  Bible  if  you  will  to  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  we're  reading  a 
passage there in Deuteronomy Chapter 8 and we're looking at two verses there in 
Deuteronomy, Chapter 8 Verse 2 and Verse 16, when you get there, say Amen.

Deuteronomy Chapter 8, let's begin reading there at Verse 2 together and then we'll 
read Verse 16 together. Ready? Read. "And thou shalt remember all the way which 
the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee and to 
prove  thee,  to  know what  was  in  thine  heart,  whether  thou  wouldest  keep  his 
commandments, or no."

Now remember that word "prove" there means test. And also in Verse 16, "Who fed 
thee in the wilderness  with manna,  which thy fathers  knew not,  that he might 
humble thee, and that he might prove or test thee, to do thee good at thy latter 
end." We're using as a subject "Passing the Test". This is Part Two, Passing the 
Test. We see that God is all the time, he's always testing his people. Life itself is a 
test. Life itself is a test. Everyday you will be filled with wonderful opportunities to 
pass the test. Everyday is a growing opportunity. Life is filled up with test over in -- 
you don't have to turn there -- but over in 1 Peter Chapter 4 Verse 12, that let's us 
know, it says, you know it says, "Don’t be think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trials or tests which are to try you, as though something strange has happened to 
you."

In other words, he's basically saying “Look, life is a test. You're going to be tested. 
God has never exempted us from the problems of life. He has never exempted us 
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from the problems of life, but challenges are here to make us stronger, to calls us to 
grow, to calls us to mature and God ultimately is using test to reveal." A test reveals 
certain things. It reveals weaknesses. It shows flaws. A test can also show strains. 
It can also show growth or maturity.

So God tests us, approve us all the time. He is constantly testing us in our lives. So 
we are talking about passing the test. We said before that God never flunks you, but 
he will give you a retake. He won't flunk you, but he will give you a retake. Now I 
have a couple of definitions. I wanted to read a test that I found it excellent for the 
word "test", but a test is a procedure intended to establish the quality, performance, 
or reliability of something especially before it is taken into widespread use.

A second definition says that a test is an event or situation that reveals the strength 
or  quality  of  someone  or  something  by putting  them under  strain.  So  a  test  is 
always trying to test the quality of something by putting it under strain or testing 
its reliability or its performance of a person or something. So that's what a test is.

Now you know, often times we test people ourselves. We have all type of tests. A 
while  ago  I  had a  nephew who is  extremely,  he  was  getting extremely  good  in 
basketball, and so his father was constantly telling me how good his son was getting 
in basketball. So I finally said, "Bring him to my house because I will like to test. I 
need to test his skills for myself, and I'll let you know. I'll let you know."  And so 
sure enough he brought him to my house and the young man had grown up. He had 
become stronger and faster and he was extremely good. We played the game to 32 
and he beat me 32 to 6.

So after the game I put my arm around him, I said, "Son, you are now ready." And 
after that test, sure enough, he and his high school team went on to win the state 
championship that year. But see, I had already tested him. I had already proved. 
And so that’s what God would do. He will put us on the strain. I'll put him on the 
strain. I turned the defense up on him and everything. I put him on the strain and 
test his quality, to test his performance. So that's what God does in our lives. He 
will test us to see if we are ready for a widespread use, and the test will often reveal 
our weaknesses. It will reveal things we need to work on. Some of the test that I've 
had in my life lately, I realized that I have a long way to go, and I said, "Oh God, I 
didn’t know I was this bad at all."

I thought I was a pretty good guy. I thought I had been in this long enough to have 
really developed it and be really mature. But some of the test God has shown me my 
whole life, well he has revealed flaws and weaknesses and all type of things that 
I've just been utterly ashamed of some the test that I have flunked recently, but 
that’s what God does. God is constantly -- tests are not designed to destroy you. 
Tests  are  actually  designed  to  help  you.  They're  not  to  destroy  you.  They  are 
actually to help you to become better,  and so when we look at test with a right 
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perspective and their right attitude, we can allow God to do work in our lives that 
He desires to do.

I test my son sometimes at home. Sometimes I will let the trash in the kitchen just 
pile up because I'm testing him to see if he's going to take it out without me having 
to tell him to do it, and sometimes he runs away. Sometimes he runs so far away 
that we get a second bag to sit next to it. And I'm thinking I said, "It seems like he 
will get ahead." We got a second bag now filling. And he still hasn’t taken that out. 
But overtime, I begin to test him as I do little things and so you can in your own 
mind think of little things the way you test your kids, or the way you test, but you 
have to say this to somebody, "Oh I just said that the same with you would say." 
And so a lot of times we're testing, we're testing.

So God does us the same way. Sometimes my wife will let the dishes pile up in the 
sink just to see if anybody might clear them out during the week and sometimes 
everybody in the house flunks that test, and those dishes stay right there. Those 
dishes will stay right there until she washes them. So we all come short and fall 
short sometimes when we are tested.

Many times when my father would be preparing to hire someone, at the interview 
my father will purposely put trash out on the line and he would sit in the window to 
watch the interviewers as they drive up and start walking toward the door to see if 
they would pick it up. He used it as a test, even though it was a small test that 
would  show their  conscientiousness.  It  would show their  attention to details.  It 
would show their initiative. It's amazing what you can learn from a small test. It's 
amazing what you can learn from a small test. T. Harv Eker said this and this is a 
brother point. He says, "How you do anything is how you do everything." How you 
do anything is how you do everything.

So that's what the Bible teaches us in Luke 16:10 to be faithful The Bible says, "He 
that is  faithful  and that which is  least,  shall  also be faithful and that which is 
much." Because the principle is when something is small, it reveals the quality, it 
reveals the character. How you treat it when it's small. How you treat it during 
those little times, how you perform, that is a test.

Here's another brother point, the Holy Spirit have said this to me today. He says, 
"Little test can reveal big tendencies." Little test can reveal big tendencies. So this 
is just little things. A gentleman, I used to play golf with a lot. I noticed that we will 
be playing golf. I noticed that he was constantly lowering his score. And on every 
hole, when you're playing competitively, you are keeping your competition score in 
your own mind.

So I was keeping track of every stroke, every swing. I was computing it in my own 
mind. But without fail, on every hole, if I knew he had a seven, he will huller up, he 
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had a six. And he would do this on every hole. And I knew the guy was not bad in 
math because he was a finance guy. So I know he was good with numbers. And 
somebody told me later they said, "You know there is a study that shows that if you 
cheat on your golf score, what that reflects is a character flaw, and you'll cheat on a 
lot of bigger things in your life."

And sure enough as I begin to watch this guy, the next thing I know he started 
cheating on his wife. And then I saw him, he was also starting cheating with money. 
So, I  noticed from the golf  game. I  was able to trace it  back to the golf  in him 
cheating on his score led to him cheating, to cheating in other areas of life. So never 
take for granted a small test, small opportunities to prove yourself, to prove your 
quality,  to prove your performance, your reliability because God often test us in 
very small things just to see how you're going to respond in a certain situation. Just 
little things he will test your character.

Do you put the grocery bag back? At the grocery store, after you get to your car, do 
you drive it back to his proper place or do you just leave it in your parking spot? 
That's a test. That's a test. Joel Osteen said, one day he was in the parking lot and 
he said he opened the door and a piece of paper flew at his car and he said he 
started to just let it go because it was just a piece of trash. And he said he started to 
let it go, but he said something told him to go get it. And he said when he went to go 
get the paper and he got it and retrieve it and put it back in his car, he said a couple 
was parked. A couple of spaces over from him and they opened the door. And they 
said, "Pastor Osteen, we were watching you. And we were watching you to see if you 
would have the integrity to pick up that piece of trash that came out at your car. 
And we know that because you did that, we are now able to tell the kind of man 
that you are."

Pastor Joel said he was so happy. Folks, you'll never know who's watching you but 
more importantly than that, God is always watching you. So God is always got his 
eyes  on  you  and  you  he  tests  you  with  little  things.  When  you  go  to  a  public 
restroom, make it a habit to leave the restroom a little better for the person who is 
coming after you. I know it's not your job, that's not your responsibility, but that's a 
test to your character. That's a small test of your character, and God watches those 
little things because God knows if he can’t trust with the little thing, he cannot 
trust you yet in widespread use.

So I have learned and started making the effort. Every time I use a public restroom 
to leave it a little nicer for the next person after me. And that’s really against your 
nature because you know sometimes you go on some restrooms and there's so bad, 
you are just trying to finish your business and get out as fast as you can. In fact, 
you might kick a piece of paper on the floor yourself. Sometimes you know that’s so 
filthy,  it  makes  you just  what  to  filthy it  up even more,  but  no,  that's  not  the 
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attitude. Those are tests, those are tests folks. Turn to your neighbor and say “Life 
is a test.” Life is a test.

Now when you understand that life is a test, you realize that you're always being 
tested. You are always being tested. When you have the viewpoint that life is a test, 
you  understand that  you are  always  being  tested.  You also  realize  that  there's 
nothing small or insignificant in your life because even the smallest incident has 
significance for your character development. So even little things, so life itself is a 
test. Life itself is a test.

Now there are two particular times that you can most assuredly look for a test. Now 
we’re tested all the time in several different ways and we'll get into that if time 
permits, but there are two major times that we are tested and these sort of stand 
out in the category of their own. But I have found just by experience and some 
things I've seen in God's word. There are two major times that you need to be on 
alert for a test.

Number one, be very cautious after a major victory. There is normally a test that 
follows every mountaintop experience. When you feel invincible, when you feel on 
top of the world, be very alert, be very cautious. Most assuredly there's a test right 
around the corner. When you experience that great victory, when you feel like an 
undefeated champion, be very careful because, I can just about guarantee you, there 
is a test right around the corner.

Let me give you some quick scriptural examples. Jesus, he was baptized by John 
the Baptist, and as Jesus came up out of the water, the Bible says, "The heavens 
opened." And God said, "This is my beloved Son, and whom I am well pleased." And 
there were angels ascending and descending. This was a glorious moment. Jesus 
was recognized and acknowledged as a Divine Son of God, a glorious moment, but 
right after that experience, the Bible says, "He was led into the wilderness to be 
tested by the devil. Then Jesus came out of being announced to the world who he 
was, and he was immediately sent into a test.

Here is another one. Moses was on the mountaintop for 40 days. Caught up in the 
glory cloud with God, Moses spent 40 days on top of Mount Sinai with God alone. 
God's glory was so present and so thick, it was so nourishing. Moses neither ate nor 
drank. He had no water, no food for 40 days. His body was sustained by God's Glory. 
He's in the Glory of God. He's in the Glory of God. The Bible says, "The glory was on 
Moses so much from God that his face was shining. When he came down, Moses had 
a shine on his face just from God's glory." Now that's a mountaintop experience. 
Before Moses could get to the bottom of the mountain,  before he can get to the 
bottom of the mountain, Moses lost his temper.
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He's crashed the Ten Commandments, lost his temper. He lost his temper and he 
head back up the mountain before he could get to the bottom, before he can reach 
the bottom. Before he can reach the bottom he lost his temper. Folks, I'm telling you 
I'll  begin  to  --  this  been  a  scratch  in  it,  but  I've  been  noticing  with  these  two 
instances you will always be tested after a mountaintop experience or some great 
victory.

Here's another one, Jesus asked his disciples one day he said, "Who do say that I 
am?" And everybody had different answers. You are John the Baptist, or you Elijah, 
one of the other great prophets. Peter said, "You are the Son of the Living God." 
Now, Jesus begins to give him great accolade and honor. He said “Flesh and blood 
have revealed this to you. Son, you are a rock. In fact, upon this rock I'm going to 
build my church.” Your will name it Petros, and so Jesus begin to give Peter great 
accolade. He honored him above everyone else.

In the very next verse, Jesus rebuked the devil out of Peter. He said, "Get thou 
behind me, Satan. Thou art an offence to me." In the very next verse, Peter had to 
be rebuked for -- in fact Jesus called him, "Satan, get behind me, Satan!"  He went 
from calling  him Petros,  the  rock  before  he  would  build  his  church  upon,  that 
revelation, Peter had had the revelation of God. He went from the revelation in God 
to be in rebuke in Satan.

So there folks, I'm telling you there's always a test, there's always a test after every 
great victory or mountaintop experience. So be on guard when you have a great 
breakthrough in your life or things are going well. As you know you get what it is 
you're after and things are happening, be on guard. I can pretty much guarantee 
you there is a test. When you're feeling your very best, be on guard, there will be a 
test. Here's a second time I believe that we will be tested and like I said these are 
two times. I think they have categories of their own.

The second time, I believe you're tested is when you have been judgemental when 
somebody  else  has  fallen.  When  somebody  has  fallen  and  you  have  been 
judgemental in spirit saying, "You know I would never let that happen to me. I don’t 
want to understand how they did that or how that happened." And you start looking 
at this thing as though this could never happen to you. Now the Bible says, never do 
that, it says, "When you think that you can’t fall, it says, take heed, lest you fall." 
When you start having that mentality, “This would never, oh I can't believe. How 
could they do such a thing?”

And so we always make ourselves feel good when we’re putting other people down. I 
can't believe they would do that. No, in that instance, be careful because a test is 
coming and to be honest with you, in many cases, it's the same test that the other 
person fail that you criticized, that same test will come to you. So those are two 
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instances that I really begin to know from experience and from God's word. Two 
times you have to really guard yourself where testing is concerned.

Now, actually I'm going to have to get into this in the third section, but I have five 
areas where God test us. We'll get into these in part three, but five areas where God 
tests us.

Those of you who are watching live I want you to go to BrothersofTheWord.com. You 
can listen to this entire three-part series on Passing the Test. You can also email it 
to a friend absolutely free of charge. Thank you so much for joining us today at 
Brothers of The Word because brother you need the word.
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