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Thank you for joining Brothers Of  The Word because brother you need the word! 
We welcome all of you joining us by television, and those of you joining us at 
brothersoftheword.com Stay tuned to today’s message. We are doing part 3 of 
something we began a couple of weeks ago entitled: Passing The Test.  
 
I would like to share just a little humor that I came across this week. It says a 
couple had been married for 50 years, during which time they had raised 12 
children and had been blessed with 24 grandchildren. And when asked the secret of 
how they had managed to stay together for so long. They said years ago we made a 
promise to each other that whoever tries to leave the marriage has to take all the 
kids. [laughter] So Pastor James and Stephanie, you all might want to try that. 
[laughter] Dexter and Tameka, you as well. [laughter] 
 
Well, today we are talking about part 3 of Passing The Test. We’ve been dealing 
with the subject the last couple of weeks. And today we’ll continue and I promise 
you that I will share at least five areas that I believe that God tests us in in our 
lives. In our spiritual lives, in our walk with him in our everyday life. Five 
particular areas that God is particularly interested in, and that he tests us in in our 
daily life. We said that a test is able to determine certain weaknesses and flaws that 
we have. It is also able to determine our growth and maturity. A test is something 
that determines the quality, the performance or the reliability of something by 
putting it under strain. And so we’ve been looking at this subject: Passing The Test.  
 
So today is part 3 and I want to just share the first area that I believe God tests us 
in. The first area of our life he tests us in is our faith. God tests our faith. Everybody 
say: “God tests our faith”. If you recall in scripture, Jesus mentioned faith quite 
often. He would say to people, “oh ye of little faith”. Or he would say to other people, 
“oh ye of great faith”. One time he prayed for the Apostle Peter, and he said I have 
prayed for you that your faith fail not. And he would tell people all the time, your 
faith has made you whole. Or he would say Jesus saw their faith. And so Faith is 
very prominent with God and God is always testing our faith. He is always testing 
our faith. And I believe there are three particular areas of faith that God tests us in. 
 
If you are taking notes, you can label this A, B, or C.  
So A is he tests us to see if we will trust him. He tests us to see if we will trust him. 
Even if it takes a long time. Remember Abraham had to wait 25 years before the 
fulfillment of a promise that God made him. How many of you know that was a test 
of faith. Man, after 10 years you would be like “God are you still there? You still 
with me? Are we still online?” [laughter] Can you imagine after 15 years? That’s a 
test of faith.  
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My next door neighbor, she told me that…she came over to my house really excited 
one day. She said my husband just got saved. She said I prayed for him for 20 years 
to receive salvation. A test of faith. How long are you willing to trust him? 
 
So, first A is he tests us to see if we trust him, even if it takes a long time.  
Also, even if it seems impossible. He will test us even if it seems, he’ll test our faith, 
even if it is something that seems impossible. For Sarah to have her baby at her 
age, she laughed when she heard of it. It seemed impossible. It was a test of her 
faith. In fact, if you go back and read the bible, most bibles will have at the top of 
the page: Sarah’s faith is tested. So he tests us if it seems like it will take a long 
time or if it seems impossible. He also wants to see if we will trust him without 
worrying.  Or being anxious or stressing out. Henry Ward Beecher said this, and 
this is a Brother Point: He says “Every tomorrow has two handles. We can take hold 
of it with the handle of anxiety or the handle of faith.” Every tomorrow has two 
handles; we can take hold of it with the handle of anxiety or the handle of faith.  
 
Here is B under God tests our faith. B is he tests us to see if we will act. If we will 
act. Everybody say: “Act”. The bible teaches that faith without works is dead. So 
God often times he tests to see if we will act. Pastor Nathaniel told you this past 
Sunday how my mother said she woke up in her spirit one morning knowing that 
she needed to walk. She received this as a…just as a divine compulsion. She woke 
up knowing in her knower she needed to walk. The test of faith was was she going 
to act on that knowing. And she did act on it. And she has been walking every since. 
Now you can’t sit her down. [laughter] 
And so everybody say we are tested to see if we will act. We are tested to see if we 
will act. When Noah built the Ark it was not raining. That was a test to see if he 
would act. It was a test to see if he would act. 
 
And here is C under God tests our faith. C is God tests us to see if we are doggedly 
determined. He tests us to see if we are doggedly determined. You will find in 
scripture that one woman Jesus encountered. You can tell he gave her this test to 
see if she was doggedly determined. The bible says he ignored her. It is not like God 
to ignore somebody is it? He ignored her. It went on in the story the same account, 
he then insulted her. Now that is not like God. God wasn’t doing this for no purpose. 
He was testing to see how doggedly determined she was in her faith. So I really 
believe that one of the tests under faith is to see if we are doggedly determined.  
 
Some people call that a bulldog faith. God tests us to see if we have a bulldog faith.  
I like something that Winston Churchill said. He said that the nose of a bulldog is 
slanted backward so he can continue to breathe without letting go. The nose of a 
bulldog is slanted backward so that he can continue to breathe without letting go. 
Folks that is bulldog faith. That’s a persistence. So God tests us to see how 
persistent we are going to be.  
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So a lot of times God won’t just do something, he will play with you for a little while 
just to see how bad you really want it. To see how much you are willing to pursue 
and how persistent you are willing to be in your faith.  
So I believe God first of all tests us in the area of faith within those three 
components of faith. He sees if we will trust him, he also sees if we will act, then he 
sees how doggedly determined we are. Turn to your neighbor and say “dog gone it”. 
[laughter] He wants to see how doggedly determined we are. 
 
 Here is number two. Here is the second test. Here is the second test. I believe the 
second test that God has for us in life. I believe God tests our obedience. God tests 
our obedience. In the book of Exodus, chapter 16 and in verse 4, right around in 
that area there, you’ll find an account where God gave his people instruction. This 
is when he was feeding them in the wilderness with manna that he rained down 
every morning; or rather the manna appeared on the ground as frost every morning. 
And God gave them instruction. He told them, he said now when you go and gather 
this manna every morning, I want you to just gather enough for your family and 
that’s it. Get enough for your family for one day. Now there was manna all over the 
place and so the natural inclination would be to get more than for just one day. You 
might want to get some to store up because you might want a midnight snack. 
Anybody like to eat late at night? I like to eat late at night sometimes. I know that 
is a violation of health rules, but I still like to eat late at night. [laughter] 
 
And so if you were out gathering this manna, you know you might be getting an 
extra little half a loaf and saying I am going to eat this later tonight after everybody 
goes to bed. [laughter] And so people were gathering a little bit more than what God 
had instructed them. And God came back specifically and said this: God says it 
really doesn’t matter to me how much manna they get. He said I gave them 
instructions just to test to see if they would obey me or not. It was simply a test. He 
said I just wanted to see if they would test me. It didn’t matter to God about the 
manna, that was not the issue. God said I wanted to give them specific instruction 
just to see if they would do it…to see if they would follow it. Because God can tell a 
lot by a simple act of obedience. And so what God was doing, he was trying to get 
the pulse beat of his people to see what they were working with here. Is this a 
people that will listen to me? Is this a people that I can trust? 
 
And then Abraham gets tested with the ultimate test of obedience. God tells him to 
sacrifice his only son. And when Abraham drew that knife and was willing to do it. 
Folks, that did something in the heart of God that has never been done since. That 
upset God’s own thinking. I almost want to say this blew God’s mind, but you can’t 
blow God’s mind. But when God experienced the reality of what Abraham did, it did 
something in God’s own psyche himself. And when God saw what Abraham was 
willing to do; God knew that only he himself was willing to do that and that is why 
he laid Jesus on the cross. And Abraham did something that only God himself 
understood and was willing to do.  
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And when Abraham did that, God got so excited over this man that he had found in 
the earth who was willing to obey him at anything. It excited God so much. God 
literally started stuttering when he started talking after that. Now you can’t find 
this in scripture but you got to follow me here. [laughter] Now the King James is 
not going to say it like this, but you can see the way God stuttered. God was so 
excited when Abraham obeyed him willing to kill his son. God started stuttering. 
God was like bl..bl..blessing…blessing…blessing…you talking about 
blessing…blessing…I’ll bless you Abraham. He started stuttering because he was so 
excited…he was so excited… that he found a man who was willing to obey him to 
the extent of sacrificing his only son. And if you go through it you will see it. God 
started blessing. He just kept saying blessing. He couldn’t even get it out good. He 
kept saying I’ll bless you so much.  
 
God was so excited to find a man with the heart who would obey him to that extent. 
Oh man it did something to God. I want to say it blew his mind, it didn’t blow his 
mind. But it really got into to his psyche, and God had to step back and even think 
and ponder on that. God kept saying I’m going to bless. I’m going to bless you. 
[laughter] God could barely get it out…because he was so excited to find somebody 
who would obey him like that. Oh man…so. Turn to your neighbor and say “God 
tests our obedience”. 
 
Let me get to number 3. We are running out of time so I have to rush through these. 
Number 3. God tests our response to challenges. He tests or he monitors our 
response to challenges. John Maxwell said: Leaders stretch from challenges. Losers 
shrink from challenges. Followers struggle with challenges. And so life itself is all 
the time testing us with challenges. There are all types of problems and difficulties 
that we deal with all the time. Situations. Turn to your neighbor and say: 
situations.  
 
There are all type of disappointments and things that we deal with. Big changes can 
happen in your life overnight. Something big can happen in your life. You can lose a 
job overnight instantly. Big changes can happen. All type of things. You can get into 
a place where you feel like God isn’t there. God is not answering your prayers. 
Tragedies happen. Illnesses happen. In all of things, life is testing us with 
challenges. And since we are tested with these challenges by life God is there 
monitoring or testing our response to life’s challenges. That’s number 3. God 
monitors and tests our response to life’s challenges. 
 
Just a few weeks ago, we had a few members here in our ministry that underwent 
some serious health challenges. We had three or four members all underwent 
serious health challenges right at the same time. And we when visited with each 
one of them, one thing we found consistent. They all had overcoming victorious 
attitudes. All of them were praised filled. All of them were thankful and grateful. 
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And they had just a great response to this challenge that life had thrown at them. 
So God always test our response to challenges. He wants to see if you are going to 
quit.  
 
Normally, on the negative side when challenges hit. Normally there are three 
responses. Normally, we either quit. Normally, we cave in and collapse. Or number 
three, we lash out. That’s the normal response from a negative standpoint to 
challenges. Certain tremendous challenges that life hits us with we either quit, we 
cave in under the weight of it, or we will lash out. And that’s when you find people 
getting people told. [laughter] People will get you told when a challenge hits them. 
They will get you told, but that’s because that’s normally one of the three normal 
natural responses. We either quit, we’ll quit and leave. We’ll collapse under it, or 
we’ll lash out. And so God always tests our response to challenges.  
 
Here is another Brother Point. Bishop Dale said this. He said: “What you can 
become depends on what you can overcome.” What you can become depends on what 
you can overcome. He also said this. Our greatest challenges teach us our greatest 
lessons. Our greatest challenges teach us our greatest lessons. So ask yourself the 
question when you are in a test: “Lord what are you trying to teach me? Lord what 
should I be learning in this?” Take some time to evaluate and reflect on the 
experience…on the test. God what is it you want to teach me in my life? In this test? 
What is it you are trying to develop in me, by this test? God what is it I should be 
learning? Gaining insight by this challenge I’m having in life? 
 
Number four. We’re almost out of time. I gotta rush and get these last two areas 
that we are tested in. Number four. God tests the condition of our heart. God tests 
the condition of our heart. Now he tests the condition of our heart in two areas. Two 
areas. Number one: he tests the condition of our heart toward him. God is always 
monitoring the condition of your heart toward him, making (meaning by that) 
making sure that he is first in your life. That he is first place priority in your heart. 
That he has your affection. That he is your first love.  
 
Remember Jesus spoke to one of the New Testament churches in Revelations. He 
spoke to one of the churches there. One of the seven churches. And Jesus said I 
have somewhat against thee because you have left your first love. You have left 
your first love. And God told the people in the book of Jeremiah, I believe. He says 
you have forsaken the fountain of living water and you have tried to make your own 
cistern which can hold no water. So God is always testing the condition of our heart 
toward him to make sure that we always keep him first, that he is our first love. 
That we are wholeheartedly following after him. That we are passionate about him. 
Not allowing other pursuits, or other things, or anything else to have that place that 
steal our affection.  
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And here is one way you can test yourself in that area. Ask yourself this question: 
“Is God my first thought when my eyes open in the morning?” Is God my first 
thought when my eyes open in the morning? That will let you know where your 
heart is. Normally your first thought in the morning is where your heart is. That’s 
what’s consuming your heart. Is your love for God your first breath when your eyes 
open in the morning?  
 
The second place God tests us where our heart is concerned is toward others. 
Toward others. Now this is all scripture that I’m giving you. Jesus put it simply. He 
says love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. Love your neighbor as 
yourself. These are the two great commandments. And so God always test you 
where those are concerned. In your relation to him and in your relation to others. 
He’ll put people in your path just to see if you will help them. He’ll allow people to 
mess up to see if you will forgive them. He’ll see if you will be patient, if you will be 
kind. Folks these are tests. God is always testing the condition of your heart 
towards others. 
 
And number five. Everybody say number five. 
And I’m almost out of time so I can’t give you nothing but a snippet of this one. 
God always tests us in the area of our integrity and our character. God always tests 
us in the area of our integrity and our character. He’ll always test you. I was in a 
restaurant not long ago. After I got my bill, I called the waiter. I said: “Sir, you did 
not put my dessert on the bill.” And I said: “Now, I don’t know if you intended to 
give that to me or you just forgot it.” He said I just forgot it, but he said since I 
forgot it I’ll give it to you. [laughter] I said glory to God. I said either way it works. 
[laughter]  
 
God is always developing our character. God is always perfecting us and maturing 
us. God is always working on us. So that’s why we go through things. He is trying to 
build some things in you. He is trying to teach you how to have perseverance and 
how to have endurance. And how to gain experience. And so you can’t get all those 
things without going through some tests. And so he tests us not because he hates 
us. He tests us because he loves us. And God is always trying to get more to us. He 
is always trying to perfect us. He is always trying to mature us and make us better 
and make us stronger. He is always building spiritual strength and working on our 
lives.  
 
That’s why in the Epistle of James he says count it all joy when you fall into 
different tests. Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. Let 
patience have her perfect work that you might be perfect entirely wanting nothing.  
God wants to bring us to a place of perfection. And folks in order for him to bring us 
to a place of perfection, how many of you know that takes a whole lot of work. That 
takes a whole lot of work. So he’s working…so if you feel like you are going through 
a lot of tests that’s because you need a lot of work. [laughter] 
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So that’s why James said just rejoice, because you are getting better. You are 
getting better with every test. You are getting better with every test, so rejoice 
when you go through a test. God is doing something in you. He is making you 
better, he is making you stronger. Giving you more experience. Giving you more 
wisdom. And God will reveal to you things you should be learning in the test. So 
don’t just go through the test and throw it away. Ask God: “Lord what is it you want 
me to learn and gain from this?” God does not waste any experience, any pain, any 
tragedy that we go through. God doesn’t waste it. He always uses it. And I’m not 
saying God causes all these bad things that happen, but I am saying God always 
uses everything that happens in your life. So he allows no experience to be wasted.  
 
Pass the test. Folks when you look at life itself as a test, you will view life 
differently, you will respond differently. You will react differently when you realize 
that life itself is a test. Praise God. I’m out of time but I want you to go to 
brothersoftheword.com You can listen to this entire three part series on Passing 
The Test. You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of charge. Thank you so 
much for joining us today at Brothers Of The Word because brother you need the 
word!  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


