
V11214 

Patience In Affliction 
 
 
Sermon Title: Patience In Affliction 
Sermon Number: 7560  
Speaker: C. Elijah Bronner 
 

 
Links to sermon– MP3 is best sound quality and works on all smart phones, computers, 

music and MP3 players, Windows Media Version is fastest download: 
MP3 Version http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7560.mp3 

Windows Media Version http://www.theonlineword.com/s/7560.wma 
 
 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 



 - 2 -

 
Thank you for joining Brothers Of The Word because brother you need the word! 
We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you joining us at 
brothersoftheword.com Thank you so much for worshipping with us and tuning in to 
today’s broadcast.  
 
Would like to read just a little humor that I came across. A mother said to her son 
little Johnny, as they were waiting on the bus, she said tell the bus driver that you 
are four years old when he asks because you will ride for free. And as they are 
getting on the bus the driver asked little Johnny how old he was, and he says I am 
four years old. And then the bus driver asked him, he said: and when will you be six 
years old? Little Johnny said: when I get off the bus. [laughter] 
 
Well we are doing part two of a particular scripture we started on Sunday. I shared 
with you how my middle daughter, Elisha, I had stumbled upon her bible. And 
discovered how she had just devoured God’s word and had read every page of the 
bible and had highlighted just about every page. She took beautiful notes on post it 
notes and had them just scattered throughout her bible, and I just had a wonderful 
time just flipping through reading all of her notes. And she had them so nice. They 
were just color coordinated and she had little art she was drawing on them. And her 
notes were so fascinating because she wrote them, she just turned 18, but she wrote 
her notes in teenaged vernacular. And so when she would read something, she 
would be like: God loves me. LOL! Or she would say you stupid people why don’t 
you just obey God. Duh! So all of her notes had tremendous insights, but they had a 
little teenaged twist to them. So I just enjoyed them so much. And then she had 
taken all of these scriptures and put them on postcards. About 70 scriptures she put 
on postcards. And put them on her door. And I told you that one particular scripture 
that caught my eyes as I read her door several times, was Romans 12:12. 
 
And it read from the NIV, it read to be joyful in hope. Very simple scripture, very 
straight forward. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. Just 
those three lines. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. So 
we are doing part two of Romans 12:12 on that second statement there. Patient in 
affliction. Be patient in affliction. So I just want to use that as a subject, patient in 
affliction. I just want to say that seeing my daughter study has really made me 
want to study. She gave me just a brand new way of studying the bible. I have read 
several different perspectives on how to study the bible. Read books on it. Studied 
other ministers on their techniques. But to be honest with you I enjoyed my 
daughter’s technique more than all of those. She taught me a different approach, 
how to enjoy the scriptures and write my notes in conversation mode. I’m drawing 
pictures on my notes now. I’m just having fun with the bible now. So she gave me a 
whole new perspective of studying the bible, and I am really enjoying it. 
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We are talking about this part two here in Romans 12:12. Where it says rejoice in 
hope. Be patient in affliction. So we are are dealing with being patient in affliction. 
Now normally in affliction you don’t want to be patient. Normally when you are in 
affliction the first thing you want to do is get out of it. Normally in affliction you are 
praying to God: God get me out of this now. Lord I need you to deliver me quickly. 
So normally in affliction it’s not something you are really looking to hang around in. 
But it was very interesting that we received that admonition to be patient in 
affliction. Be patient in affliction. As if there is something that God does in our lives 
right in the middle of affliction. And if we get out of it too hurriedly or too quickly, 
we miss out on what God wants to do in our lives. What he wants to produce in us 
and what he is trying to do in our lives. It is sort of like putting rolls in the oven and 
pulling them out too quickly. Or pulling a cake out of the oven too quickly. It’s half 
baked, it’s not done. And so when we rush to pull ourselves out of the furnace of 
affliction, we have not really been molded and developed and matured into what 
God really wants us to be.  
 
And so I believe that’s why the admonition was given for us to be patient in 
affliction. Be patient in affliction. Don’t get antsy. Turn to your neighbor and say 
don’t get antsy. Don’t get in a hurry. But learn to flow in God’s timing. The Epistle 
of James, chapter one verse four. He says let patience have her perfect work. So he 
is saying when you are in affliction, affliction produces patience, but let patience 
have her perfect work. So don’t try to get out of it too fast, and he goes on to say let 
patience have her perfect work. Meaning let patience finish the work. And he goes 
on to say so that you will be perfect, mature, entire, and wanting nothing. Meaning 
nothing will be lacking within you. Nothing will be lacking, that you will be perfect, 
complete with nothing lacking. How many of you want to be complete with nothing 
lacking? Nothing lacking in your life. Well that’s what happens to us when we allow 
patience to have her perfect work. 
 
You know even the bible says, you don’t have to turn there, but in the book of 
Hebrews, chapter five I believe it is, verse eight. It says that even Jesus learned 
obedience by the things which he suffered. Even Jesus learned obedience by the 
things which he suffered. And when I read deeper into that, he learned a trusting 
obedience. He was brought to a full maturity as the son of God. He was brought into 
a fullness of the son of God. A maturity level that even he had not been in, but it 
was something that was developed in him through suffering. Willing to go to the 
cross. The bible says that he sweated great drops of blood. It was agonizing. And so 
for him to submit to that to go through that ordeal. He asked God first initially to 
let it pass, but he said never the less if it is thy will Lord, let it be done, I will do it. 
But through that process the bible says Jesus learned something. He matured, it 
fully developed him. He went through something and it fully developed him.  
 
And so the bible lets us know whenever you are going through something real hard, 
and just don’t think you can make it. The bible always says consider him. Consider 
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Jesus. Because he went through something that was extremely tough. So always 
consider him. Always consider him. He went through something, he went through 
suffering and he learned something as a result. So whenever you are in affliction 
always ask yourself what is it that I am learning? What is it that I am learning? 
What’s the lesson here? God what is it that you want to teach me in this affliction? 
Here is a brother point: Bishop Dale said this, he said God won’t protect you from 
what he can perfect you through. God won’t protect you from what he can perfect 
you through. And so that’s through the pain of affliction. So often we always just 
want an instant miracle. And so the bible gives us these types of scriptures to let 
you know everything is not going to be instant. Everything is not going to be easy. 
In fact, there are going to be sometimes you may have to cry.  
 
There are going to be sometimes when you are going to question, you are going to 
question yourself, you are going to question God. You are going to question life 
itself. There are going to be times when it feels like it doesn’t make sense. You ever 
think Job had any questions? You are going to question. You are going to cry.  You 
are going to shed tears. You are going to suffer pain. Now these are not the 
attractive parts of the bible, but they are in the bible. And so the bible is letting us 
know not everything is going to be easy. Not everything is going to be an instant 
miracle but there are going to be tough times. There are going to be hard times that 
you have to suffer through. You have to suffer through. Now the Apostle Paul he 
told Timothy in second Timothy, chapter two, verse three. He said endure hardness 
as a good soldier in Christ Jesus. I like that. Endure hardness as good soldier in 
Christ Jesus. Now Timothy was kind of timid, he was kind of soft. And so Paul had 
to toughen him up. He said look here man, this isn’t a cake walk. You are going to 
have to go through some things; you are going to have to toughen up. And so he told 
Timothy, he said endure.  
 
That let me know that when things were getting hard, Timothy wasn’t sure about 
going through that. Timothy was probably questioning his call. He was like Paul are 
you sure God wants to use me? And he was probably questioning Paul a lot. And so 
Paul finally had to tell him, he said look Timothy endure hardness like a good 
soldier in Christ Jesus. So he had to be a father to him, he had to toughen him up. 
And it lets all of us know that folks there are going to be some things in life that are 
tough. Things that are hard. Things that are not simple, that are not easy, they are 
not quick, they are not instantaneous. They are some times. They are hard times. 
They take a long time, and you can’t do anything but pay the price and go through 
the experience. But don’t lose the lesson of the experience. There’s always a lesson 
in the experience. Endure hardness as a good soldier in Christ Jesus.  
 
And so trying to trust God in these times can be challenging. Trying to wait on God 
and trust God right in the midst of affliction. Here’s another brother point, it’s 
something Bishop Dale said. He said if it doesn’t challenge you, it does not change 
you. If it doesn’t challenge you, it does not change you. And so there is always 
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something profitable in the challenge. There is always something profitable for us 
in the challenge. In the book of Genesis, you don’t have to turn there, but in the 
book of Genesis, chapter 41, verse 52. Joseph said these words, and I found them to 
be most interesting. He said God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my 
affliction. God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. He was able 
to look back on his experience and now see the purpose, and the reason and the 
development. Everything he went through in this place of affliction and he said God 
has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. 
 
Everything that happened to him was unfair. But here are some things I noticed 
about Joseph. He was patient, he did his best and he kept honoring God. Even 
though it was unfair, even though it was hard, even though it just seemed like he 
just received a raw deal. He was patient in affliction, did his best, and he honored 
God. Here is another brother point. John Wooten said this, he said things turn out 
best for those who make the best of the way things turn out. Things turn out best 
for those who make the best of the way things turn out. Now looking at this word 
patient, being patient in affliction. I noticed three things about this word after I 
really dug into it as much as I could, flipping it around, looking at it every which 
way possible. I just came to the conclusion of three things about patience that it 
means, that it relates to us in affliction. Being patient in affliction. 
 
Number one: Simply means don’t quit. Don’t quit. That’s what it is really saying. In 
fact one translation in the message bible put it this way, don’t quit in hard times, 
pray all the harder. Don’t quit in hard times, pray all the harder. So the first thing I 
learned about this word patient, being patient in affliction, simply means don’t quit. 
Turn to your neighbor and say don’t quit. Don’t quit. Turn to your neighbor and say 
quitting is not an option. Quitting is not an option. I had a young man who had 
called me this week, he had just lost his job so he was just trying to make contact 
and put his name out there. He told me this, he said things are very hard in my 
household with me losing my job. They are very hard but I am not going to be down 
and out about that, because I don’t have time for that. I’ve learned to keep it moving 
because I know God will provide. I like that. Turn to your neighbor and say keep it 
moving. Keep it moving. So that’s what being patient in affliction means, keep it 
moving. He said I know God will provide.  
 
I was listening to another pastor, a pastor by the name of James McDonald. He was 
sharing the affliction that he had gone through in his life. He said that he had just 
lost his mother to an agonizing disease, she just died an agonizing suffering death. 
He said right after that his daughter had become a wayward child, and she went 
out doing her own thing which was a grief of heart to him and his wife. Then he said 
on top of that he was diagnosed with prostate cancer, and had to deal with that. 
Then he said on top of that he had a series of trials going on in his church. And he 
said times got so hard that, once he got over everything, once he made it through 
that season, he said he went back to listen to his messages that he was preaching 



 - 6 -

during that time. And he said when he would listen to his messages that he was 
preaching during that affliction, he said he noticed that his voice was hoarse. He 
said his voice was hoarse in those messages that he was preaching and he said he 
realized why his voice was hoarse.  
 
He said he had been in isolated moments because things were so hard, life was so 
hard. He said he was screaming to the top of his lungs “I will not quit” “Lord I will 
not quit” “I will not quit”. He said he was screaming to the top of his lungs in 
isolation Lord I will not quit. He did it so much his voice was hoarse every time he 
got ready to preach. I will not quit. Turn to your neighbor and say I will not quit. I 
will not quit. That’s what being patient in affliction, that’s the first thing I noticed 
when I looked at it. It boiled down to that. I will not quit. I don’t care how hard it 
gets. I don’t care what happens. I will not quit. That’s a resolve that you have when 
you are patient in affliction, you have that resolve that I will not quit. I don’t care if 
my wife or my husband walks out on me. I will not quit. I don’t care if I lose the 
house or if I lose the car. I will not quit. I don’t care what the doctors diagnose me 
with. I will not quit. I will not quit. I can picture Job saying the same thing. I have 
lost everything, my wife is nagging me, but Lord thou you slay me, yet will I trust 
you. I will not quit! I will not quit! 
 
So that becomes your resolve in affliction. I will not quit. I will not quit. Don’t forget 
those words when you are going through your season of affliction. I will not quit. I 
like something Muhammad Ali said, he said I hated every minute of training, but I 
said don’t quit. Suffer now and live the rest of your life as a champion. That was a 
decision he made. Suffer now in this training and you will live the rest of your life 
as a champion. Praise God, I like that. I like that. So when we are going through 
affliction just remember that, I’m just in training. I am going through training and I 
am not going to quit, but I’m going to suffer now so that I can live the rest of my 
time as a champion. I can live the rest of my time as a champion. I am not going to 
quit.  
 
Here is the second thing it meant. Second thing I came across when I really dug 
down as deep as I could get, I was knee deep in this. I couldn’t get any further into 
this word patient. Here is the second thing it meant, the second thing it meant was 
not simply not quitting, but it meant activity. It meant maintaining activity. Being 
consistent, being consistently constant. In other words continue doing good. 
Continue doing good. Be steadfast. Continue sowing good seeds. Continue doing 
what’s right. Continue operating in God’s character. And so that is the second thing 
that I came across in that word patient is continue. Everybody say continue. 
Continue. Continue. That’s activity. Activity.  
 
And here is the third thing. The third thing I found in this, it says be patient in 
affliction. The third thing about patient, it meant God will strengthen you to make 
it through. God will strengthen you to make it through. Here is where the 
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endurance kicks in. Here is where the ability to withstand kicks in. Patience is the 
force that keeps you from fainting under pressure. It gives you the ability to 
withstand; it is what gives you staying power. Now when I got into this, the Holy 
Spirit started directing me to several scriptures. Showing me that this is not your 
strength that allows you to stand in affliction, this is his strength that has been 
added to your life. Everywhere I looked he began showing me these neat scriptures, 
and I said I see that holy spirit. I see it.  
 
I am just going to give them to you quickly. Colossians 1:11, strengthened with 
might. In fact let me read them quickly from another translation, and you are going 
to see it. Colossians 1:11 it’s in the message bible. We pray that you will have the 
strength to stick it out over the long haul. Not the grim strength of gritting your 
teeth. But the glory strength that God gives, it is strength that endures the 
unendurable and spills over into joy. Here is the second one, Ephesians 6:10 in the 
amplified. In conclusion, be strong in the Lord. Be empowered through your union 
with him; draw your strength from him. That strength which boundless might 
provide. Here is a third one. Philippians 4:13 amplified.  I have strength for all 
things in Christ who empowers me. I am ready for anything and equal to anything 
through him who infuses inner strength into me. And so I begin to see it, I said Lord 
I see exactly what you are saying. Being patient in affliction is not only not quitting, 
it’s not only continuing to do good, but it’s tapping into supernatural divine strength 
that you give us to uphold us so that we can make it through. Man that is good. 
That is good. So you are not doing it by yourself. There is supernatural strength 
that God infuses into you. 
 
That’s why people can go through some horrific things and they don’t even know 
how they making it. I don’t even know, I have had people tell me that, I don’t even 
know. I have suffered so much, but I have no idea. God has infused his strength into 
your strength to give you the ability to endure, to withstand, and to be patient in 
affliction. Praise God! Give the Lord some. Glory to God! Hallelujah! Oh man that 
blessed me. That blessed me. I don’t know if it did anything for you all, but it 
blessed me. I began to see, I said Lord I see it. I see it. I see that. Everybody say be 
patient in affliction. Rejoice in hope. Be patient in affliction. Next time we are going 
to get into be faithful in prayer. That will be part three of Romans 12:12. Man, that 
blessed me. That blessed my socks off. [laughter] To know that God’s strength 
infuses us. When you have lost a loved one, and you don’t think your life will be able 
to go on, God’s strength infuses us. When you have lost income and you don’t think 
you will be able to make it, God’s strength will infuse you. When you are dealing 
with an illness that just seems unbearable, God’s strength will infuse you.  
 
Those of you who are watching by television, you can go to brothersoftheword.com 
and listen to this message in its entirety. You can also email it to a friend absolutely 
free of charge. Thank you so much for joining us at Brothers Of The Word because 
brother you need the word! 


