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Thank you for joining Brothers Of The Word because brother you need the word! 
We welcome all of you joining us by television, and those of you joining us at 
brothersoftheword.com We are certainly delighted to have you tune in and worship 
with us today. Stay tuned to today’s message.  
 
I would like to read just a little humor I came across this week. It reads a pipe burst 
in a doctor’s house and he called the plumber. The plumber arrived and unpacked 
his tools, did mysterious plumber type things for a while; and handed the doctor a 
bill for $600 The doctor exclaimed this is ridiculous! I don’t even make that much as 
a doctor. The plumber quietly answered: neither did I when I was a doctor.  
 
Well, we have been doing a three part series from a scripture we began to study a 
couple of weeks ago. Romans 12:12 and it’s a scripture there that has three parts, 
and we have been doing a message on each part of the scripture in Romans 12:12; 
and in the NIV version it reads: Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction. And then the 
third and the final section of that verse is be faithful in prayer. Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. And as I’ve been looking at these three items 
I realized that all three of them are connected. Because we’re looking at all three of 
them, our lives are as hopeful, and joyful and patient as they are prayerful. 
 
And so today we are dealing with the third one in that three part series, and we’ll 
entitle it: Faithful In Prayer. Everybody say faithful in prayer. Faithful in prayer. 
We’ve talked about being joyful in hope. We’ve talked about being patient in 
affliction. And today we are talking about being faithful in prayer. That says to me 
to make it a habit. Make prayer a habit in your life. One translation actually says: 
steadfastly maintain the habit of prayer. Something that is to be done on a regular, 
consistent, constant basis. Or you can say live a life of prayer. Live a life of prayer. 
Make it a characteristic of your life. When people think about you, it should be at 
least one characteristic they can put their finger on and say you know that is a 
person of prayer. He really is a person of prayer, she is a person of prayer. Make it a 
characteristic of your life, live a life of prayer.  
 
I will never forget years ago, our old pastor, he was in his 80’s and he was at a 
service that we were at. He was on the program to do the prayer, and because he 
was up in age in his 80’s and his name was listed on the program to do the prayer, 
he forgot. He forgot to do the prayer, and so everybody and the moderator looked at 
him, and they informed him that he had forgotten to do the prayer. And he stood up 
being 80 something years old, and he said you all are looking at a prayer. You are 
looking at a prayer; and so he was basically saying his life was a prayer. And that is 
the way we should be where it should be a characteristic of our lives, that our life is 
a life of prayer. Make it a habit. Turn to your neighbor and say make it a habit. Live 
a life of prayer. Be consistent in prayer; be constant in prayer.  
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Prayer keeps us connected to God. Prayer keeps us connected to God. Prayer is a 
contact point where we touch God. Do you want to touch God? I’ve often thought 
about the lady in the bible who touched the hem of his garment. I said Lord if I can 
just touch you like that. He said you can, you touch me in prayer. Prayer is a 
contact point. It is how we touch God. You touch God in prayer. Prayer is 
relationship with God. Prayer is fellowship with God. Prayer is communion with 
God. Prayer infuses us with God’s presence, his power, his peace, his love, his joy. In 
fact, William Law said he who has learned to pray has learned the greatest secret of 
a holy and happy life. Prayer is God’s gift to us. It’s a gift. Prayer is God’s gift to us. 
Prayer is not just a toolkit for broken down situations. But prayer is a living force, 
it’s a giving force, it’s a life giving force.  
 
Prayer is relationship with God that we can enjoy on a daily basis. It is a life giving 
force. Prayer is a life giving force that we can enjoy on a daily basis. Here is 
something that Bert Gesez said, he said we need to pray daily as our response to 
God’s outrageous, extravagant love for us. Think about it, he had us in mind as his 
companions before he created anything. Then he unfolded this vast universe of a 
hundred billion trillion stars, so that on this lovely little planet, he could enjoy 
friendship with you and me. Imagine what we are missing of God’s lavish affection 
if we just pray when we feel like it. We are missing God’s lavish affection. God 
created all of this to be with us. And when we only pray when we feel like it, oh we 
miss out on God’s daily affection that he wants to lavish upon us. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 puts it this way…now remember Romans 12:12 where we are 
says be faithful in prayer… 1 Thessalonians 5:17 says pray without ceasing. Pray 
without ceasing. Luke 18:1 says men ought always to pray. Not to faint. Men ought 
always to pray. Colossians 4:2 says the same thing. Colossians 4:2 says continue in 
prayer. Ephesians 6:18 says praying always with all prayer. So there we get the 
sense that this is something that is a lifestyle, it’s a life, it’s a habit, it is something 
done on a continuous basis. It’s something that we do all the time. From reading all 
those verses, reading Romans 12:12 and all the verses I just quoted to you, there are 
two primary thoughts that I want you to consider. Two primary thoughts. It says 
pray without ceasing, be faithful in prayer, continue in prayer, men are always to 
pray and not to faint.  
 
There are two primary thoughts that I want you to consider. The first thought is, is 
letting us know don’t stop your prayer life. Don’t stop your prayer life. Never give 
up praying. Do not neglect your prayer life. Now, after thinking about this for a 
moment I realize we normally stop praying for three reasons. We normally stop 
praying for three reasons. Everybody say three reasons. Three reasons we normally 
stop praying. Number one is sin. Sin causes us to stop praying because sin, or you 
can say prayerlessness is a form of hiding. Prayerlessness is a form of hiding from 
God. So when we are living a life of sin, when we are in sin you don’t want to be in 
God’s presence. So prayerlessness is a form of hiding from God. So sin produces a 
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lack of prayer. We stop praying when we are involved in a habitual activity of sin. 
So sin causes you to stop praying. 
 
Another factor I thought about that makes us stop praying, is when we have other 
pursuits or other interests. The bible talks about when we are pursuing things like 
the deceitfulness of riches, or going after other worldly pursuits or things we are 
just really gung ho about. Things that really consume us. So you can be consumed 
by certain ambitions, striving for something; certain achievements or certain 
success. You can be consumed by that and you are so consumed by that there is no 
prayer life. Number three is simply when you haven’t made prayer a priority. You 
can just be busy; I mean you are just going on your regular routine of going to work 
and trying to pay bills, and trying to take care of the kids. Every day is just so filled 
up; every day is just so busy and if prayer is not a priority, if it is not a scheduled 
priority in your life, you will find yourself not praying. Not that you are a bad 
person, it is just not a priority, you just don’t have time. 
 
You are just busy. You are on the go. I have to get to work, I have to do this, I have 
to take care of the kids. So you are just going and going, so it’s not that you don’t 
mean not to pray, you just don’t pray. It’s not a priority. So those are the three 
times I find that we don’t pray. Sin, or if some worldly pursuit consumes us. Or 
when we have not made prayer a priority. If it’s not a priority in your life, because 
there are some times where you don’t feel like prayer is really making a difference; 
it’s not really that important. So there is no priority placed on it, and prayer slips 
right out of our lives like a bird will fly out of a cage with the door open. So those 
are the three times that I notice that we normally stop praying. Now here is the 
second thought I had from those verses, where it talks about pray without ceasing 
and men are always to pray and continue in prayer and praying always.  
 
And that is simply that. That is being constant, it’s having an attitude of prayer; it’s 
having a spirit of prayer. It’s an attitude, it’s a spirit. Smith Wigglesworth, 
somebody asked him one day, they said: do you pray long? He said no I don’t pray 
long, he said: I never pray longer than five minutes, but I never go five minutes 
without praying. So in other words, he had a spirit of prayer on him. It was an 
attitude of prayer, he lived a life of prayer. He was constantly praying. Kenneth 
Hagin Sr. was the same way. His son, Kenneth Hagin Jr. said he can recall sitting 
on the sofa watching football games with his dad. And he said he would look at his 
dad as they were watching football games, and he would look at his dad and his 
dad’s mouth would be moving. Nothing would be coming out, but he knew his dad 
was praying. Looking at the football game his dad was praying. See that’s the spirit 
of prayer. That’s an attitude of prayer. That’s a life of prayer. Where you are 
constantly praying, you are constantly praying.  
 
I think this is what the scripture is really trying to teach all of us. It’s admonishing 
all of us to develop a life of prayer where you have a spirit of prayer, an attitude of 
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prayer. Where it is something you are doing all the time. You are doing it all the 
time. Now you don’t have time to pray a long time all the time, but it is going 
throughout your day at different intervals and just acknowledging God. It could be 
short prayers, just a breath of prayer. Just saying God I need you today. God I need 
you to strengthened me. Lord I need your peace. Lord I thank you that you are with 
me. God I acknowledge you. You are so great. Thank you for this beautiful day!  
 
A lot of times it is just short prayers. Just short prayers throughout your day. Now 
there should be a regular prayer time, and you will find different people in the bible, 
Daniel prayed three times a day. The Psalms say that David prayed seven times a 
day. I can’t tell you a specific number of times you need to pray a day, but you have 
an attitude of prayer where you are praying without ceasing. You are praying all 
the time. A lot of time it is not a verbal prayer; a lot of time it’s a prayer in your 
heart. You can be driving along and just began to smile thinking about God’s 
goodness, and delighting in him and just loving him on the inside without ever 
saying a word. That’s a prayer!  
 
You can be working at your desk and just humming on the inside. That’s a prayer. 
You are praying without ceasing when it’s a thought, when it’s in your heart. Or if 
you are saying it verbally. All of those are forms of praying without ceasing. All 
those are forms of living a life of prayer, having an attitude or spirit of prayer. And 
this is what the bible is saying, men are always to pray. Pray without ceasing; let it 
be a part of who you are. It’s who I am. I don’t have to be in church or on my knees 
to pray…I’m praying all the time! I’m praying all the time. I can be having a 
conversation with you, but on the inside on my belly I’m saying thank you Jesus, I 
love you Lord God. Without ever saying a word I’m praying. That’s what it means to 
have this attitude of prayer. A cloak of prayer, a spirit of prayer, a life of prayer. 
 
We do it without ceasing. It’s a constant awareness. It’s a constant 
acknowledgement of God. It’s always having God in your nearness. There’s 
something Brother Lawrence said, he says there is not in the world a kind of life 
more sweet and delightful than that of a continual conversation with God. There is 
nothing in the world more sweet and delightful than that of a continual 
conversation with God. Prayer doesn’t stop when you get up off of your knees in the 
morning. No, prayer happens all day long. Your life is a prayer. You are bathed in 
prayer. God is always on your mind, driving, working, it doesn’t matter. God is 
always in your heart and that is a prayer in your heart to the Lord. Pray without 
ceasing. Men are always to pray. Praying always with all types of prayer. Be 
faithful in prayer. Be a person of prayer.  
 
Now, let me rushing quickly, give you this. You don’t have to turn there, but in the 
Epistle of James, chapter 5 verse 16. I love this translation. It says the earnest 
prayer of a righteous person has great power and wonderful results. The earnest 
prayer of a righteous person has great power and wonderful results. I want to give 
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you some of the key benefits of having a prayer life. Some of the benefits that prayer 
enables us to have and enjoy in life. Number one, prayer allows us to know God 
better. To know him more intimately, to express our love to him and to receive his 
love. Saint Richard of Chichester said this, he said prayer allows us to know him 
more clearly, to love him more dearly, and follow him more nearly. I like that. 
Prayer, number one, allows us to know God more intimately, express our love and 
receive his love.  
 
Number two, prayer causes us to experience more peace. There is something about 
it, when you live a life of prayer you are not frazzled, you are not at your wit’s end. 
There is a greater trust, there is a greater trust in God. The bible says in Isaiah 
26:3 he whose mind is stayed on thee is kept in perfect peace. There is a greater 
peace when you live a life of prayer, and you experience more peace. You just trust 
God and you are not anxious. You are not what Philippians 4:6-7 says: be anxious 
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving; let your 
request be made known to God and the peace of God shall guard your heart and your 
mind. So peace is released when you are a person of prayer. There is a peace 
because you know you are in the hand of God, you know you are in the hand of God. 
Remember prayer connects us to God. Prayer connects us to God. Say that with me: 
prayer connects us to God. So you experience more peace. 
 
Number three, prayer causes us to develop a strong spirit and when your spirit is 
strong it is easier for you to say no to the temptations of the flesh; the ungodly 
temptations of the flesh. And it’s easier for you to say yes to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit or the promptings of the Holy Spirit, or to God’s will, or to God’s word, or to 
God’s plan. So it helps us to develop our spirit. Number four, another benefit of 
prayer, we receive more grace when we pray. Now this is important, this is a key 
point, this is very powerful. The bible says that God gives grace to the humble. He 
gives grace to the humble. He resists the proud, but he gives grace to the humble. 
Prayer is an act of humility, because when you pray you are acknowledging that you 
need God.  
 
You are acknowledging that you are depending on God. You are saying God I need 
you; I depend on you. You are saying God every good comes from you, and without 
you I can do nothing. So prayer is an attitude of humility and grace is released to 
the humble. Folks when you pray you receive grace, you receive grace! There is 
grace, there is grace for you to be a husband, there is grace for you to be a wife, 
there is grace for you to be a mother. Grace is released when you have been in 
prayer. That’s why the bible says let us come boldly to the throne of grace. We 
might obtain mercy and find grace to help in the time of need. Folks his prayer is 
called a throne of grace. Grace is released when you pray, grace to do what you need 
to do is released when you pray! We receive grace, we receive a dose of grace when 
we pray. Grace to make it through the day. Sometimes you wonder how am I going 
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to make it. Well in prayer God gives you the grace you need to do what you need to 
do.  
 
God will give you the grace, he will give you the grace to do what you need to do! 
That’s received in prayer. I said Lord I see that, I had never really thought about 
that. Grace is released to us. God will grace you to do, he will grace you to be. That’s 
why so many marriages are breaking up. They haven’t been graced to be a husband, 
they haven’t been graced to be a wife. You will receive that in prayer. Oh man that’s 
good, that’s good. There is such a grace that is released. I began to see that, I said 
Lord I see that there is a grace released when you pray. There is a grace released, 
there is a grace released when you pray. Martin Luther said I have so much to do 
today I need to spend an extra three hours in prayer. He understood there was a 
grace released in prayer. There is a grace that is released in prayer that enables us. 
 
Remember I said God infuses his strength, his power, his love, his peace and his joy. 
He infuses that into us through prayer. His grace, there is a grace that is released. I 
will tell you something else that I stumbled on, and had never thought about this. 
Ephesians 6 talks about putting on the whole armor of God, helmet of salvation, 
breastplate of righteousness, loin gird about with truth, feet shod prepared with the 
gospel of peace, and above all taking the shield of faith and above all taking the 
sword of spirit which is the word of God. Now right after it tells you to do that, it 
says praying always. I said wait a minute Lord I see something here, prayer is what 
activates the armor. Right after he told you to put on the armor, it says praying 
always. It is the prayer that activates the armor. I would almost venture to say it is 
the prayer that puts the armor on. You put that armor on in prayer.  
 
I had never seen that. Had never thought about that. Go read it, it is in Ephesians 
6. It is in Ephesians 6, you will see it. Put on the whole armor of God, be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of his might. That’s in prayer, that happens in prayer. He 
strengthens you in prayer, he graces you in prayer. Put on the whole armor of God. 
Once you put that armor on, immediately it says praying always with all prayer. It 
activates the armor. Turn to your neighbor and say activate the armor. Praise God. 
Amen. I pray that you receive something out of this, and I pray that you receive 
something out of Romans 12:12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful 
in prayer. Praise God. I pray that I have encouraged some of you to develop a prayer 
life if you don’t have one. Amen.  
 
I didn’t get a chance to go through all of the benefits that I had that prayer does. 
Here is a great benefit, I didn’t get to it…God answers prayer. God answers prayer. 
I said Lord, I was caught up in all the other benefits I forgot the most important 
benefit; God answers prayer! God answers prayer! He answers prayer. Praise God. 
Amen 
 
 


