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C. Elijah Bronner: You know, it’s one thing to praise God after the victory but it’s 
another level to praise Him before the victory. 

 
Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 3 of 

the message titled, “The Power Of Praise” by C. Elijah Bronner.  
This message is number 7584.  That’s 7-5-8-4.  Listen to over a 
thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
 And now for 7584, “The Power Of Praise.” 
 
C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 
 
 We welcome all of you joining us via television and those of you 

joining us at brothersoftheword.com.  Thank you so much for 
tuning in to today’s broadcast.  We’re always delighted to have 
you to join us. 

 
 I would like to read just a little humor I came across this week.  

A woman was on the phone with her friend and she said, “I feel 
like my body has gone totally out of shape so I got my doctor’s 
permission to join the fitness club and start exercising.  I 
decided to take an aerobics class for seniors.  I bent, twisted, 
gyrated, jumped up and down and perspired for an hour but by 
the time I got my leotards on, the class was over.” 

 
 Well, open your Bible up if you will, we’ll look at a couple of 

scriptures First Peter, that’s in the New Testaments, at the back 
of your Bible, the Epistle of First Peter, you can actually flip 
back to the Book of Revelation and just flip back to the left.  I 
don’t know maybe six or seven books and you’ll run into the first 
and second Peter but we’re going to look at first Peter Chapter 2, 
First Peter Chapter 2 and we’ll look at Verse 9.  When you get 
there, say amen, 

 
 First Peter Chapter 2 and we’ll look at Verse number 9.  Let’s 

read together in unison.  Ready, let’s read Verse 9 together in 
unison.  Ready, read.  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood and holy nation, a peculiar people that should show 
forth the praises of Him who have called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light. 
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 And also let’s look at the Book of Ephesians.  Ephesians Chapter 
1, that’s a few more books to your left and you’ll run into the 
Book of Ephesians, another four or five books to your left then 
you’ll run into the Book of Ephesians but Ephesians Chapter 
1:12, Ephesians chapter 1:12 and we’ll actually read Verse 11 
and Verse 12.  Let’s read together in unison.  Ready, read.  In 
whom also we have obtained an inheritance being predestinated 
according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the 
council of his own will.  That we should be to the praise of his 
glory who first trusted in Christ. 

 
 And so, you noticed in those two verses the common word praise 

that we have been called out, chosen generation of peculiar 
people, a royal priesthood that should show forth the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness and into his marvelous life, 
isn’t that good news, we’ve been called out of darkness and into 
his marvelous life and then there in Ephesians, after the council 
of his own will, we’ve been predestinated.  We have an 
inheritance and we are created there to the praise of his glory. 

 
 So, we’re talking about The Power of Praise, The Power of 

Praise.  This is part three, The Power of Praise.  This is the final 
part in this three part series, The Power of Praise. 

 
 I just love first Peter 2:9 that calls us a chosen generation of 

royal priesthood and holy nation, a peculiar people.  Peculiar 
means a special people.  We are special people that God has 
taken to himself so he has set us aside to be his own special 
people that we should show forth his praise.  He set us aside. 

 
00:05:00 
 
 And we’re also a royal priesthood.  Notice that royal priesthood.  

There are two different things royal represents our position as 
kings.  Normally, in the Old Testament, those were two separate 
offices.  You have the king and you have the priest but notice in 
Christ, we have been made both.  We reign as kings and we are 
priests so we are a royal priesthood so we are kingly and priestly 
at the same time, isn’t that good news?  Oh man, you’re sitting 
next to royalty.  You’re sitting next to royalty.  Royalty.  Royal 
priesthood and the king part of our assignment is to operate in 
the earth to carry out God’s authority, His will, His purpose and 
we have His spirit and His anointing to get things done.  That’s 
the kingly, we’re seeded with him, we reigned with him and we 
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have authority so authority comes from the kingly position but 
from the priestly position, that’s the position where we worship 
Him.  The priestly position is for our worship.  Now, the kingly 
position is for our rule.  Everybody say “rule” and everybody say 
“worship” so we rule and we worship.  That’s the royal 
priesthood.  We are created to praise Him but we also created to 
reign in His authority with Him as well.  We reign, we rule and 
we worship but here’s what I want you to get to the extent that 
you worship will determine the extent that you rule, to the 
extent that you worship, will determine the degree of your 
rulership.  Oh man, that’s good.  That’s good. 

 
 So, we’re talking about The Power of Praise, The Power of Praise 

and so we praise God for who He is, His holiness, His person, 
His glory, His goodness, His greatness, we exalt Him and His 
majesty, all of His majesty, we exalt Him as God and you know, 
praise is also a celebration.  It’s rejoicing.  It’s rejoicing in Him. 

 
 Paul talked about it in Philippians 4:4 he says, “Rejoice in the 

Lord always.  Rejoice in the Lord always” and then he repeated 
it and he said, “Again, I said, Rejoice!”  You know, he is almost 
like -- he said, “If you all didn’t hear, I’m saying it again, rejoice 
always in the Lord and again I say, rejoice.” 

 
 So praise is a rejoicing, it’s a celebration.  It’s when you’re taking 

pleasure in God and delighting in God and you’re expressing 
your love to the Lord.  All of that is a part of praise as well and 
then we also praise Him for His mighty power.  For His mighty 
acts, what He has done for us. 

 
 Now, praise recognizes three things.  I want you to get this 

praise recognizes God’s goodness at the present moment. 
 
 How many of you just bumped into something and God did 

something for you and at that moment, you just had to praise 
God because you knew that it was God right there, right there, 
you knew that was God. 

 
 I have something today that was just so good, I just had to stop 

and praise God for His goodness.  That’s when you experienced 
and get right at that moment and so we praise God at a present 
moment when He just reveal something or did something for us 
or just blessed you or you know you should have run into the 
back of that truck and you didn’t.  You know that car should 
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have hit you and it didn’t, you know it’s just a blessing of the 
Lord that begin to say the Lord and say, you just stopped and 
praise Him.  You know, when that unexpected check shows up in 
your mailbox and somehow, you are able to get the rent paid and 
you just praise Him.  You praise, thank you Lord God, you 
praise Him.  So we praise Him for a present moment 
experiences.  That’s something that something is happening 
right now.  It’s so good you just have the pulse and recognize and 
acknowledge him and say God thank you I recognize your hand, 
I recognize your goodness right now, thank you Lord, thank you 
Lord.  So our present moment experiences calls us to praise him 
then praise also looks back and now, it is recounting what God 
has done in the past.  So now, you’re able to go back in your 
mind and think about all the times God rescued you and 
delivered you and saved you and helped you and you think about 
your tears and how he has brought them and saved them or 
protected them and you just started thinking about the way that 
job 

 
00:10:00 
 
 opened up for you when you didn’t know what you were going to 

do or something came through for you and so you start thinking 
your back about all of the things that have taken place and so 
now, you are recounting things that have been done in the past 
so notice now, praises and experience, the present moment, it 
also looks past what has happened, we recount the things done 
in the past that God has done and we praise Him for it.  And 
then, I want you to get this praise looks forward into the future 
and now, this becomes a praise by faith.  This was a praised by 
faith.  You’re praising God in advance.  You’re praising Him in 
advance.  You’re praising Him in advance.  You’re praising Him 
in advance.  You praise Him for the victory before you see the 
victory.  You’re already praising Him before the victory.  You’re 
praising Him for the victory. 

 
 You notice one thing to praise God after the victory but it’s 

another level to praise him before the victory.  So praise him 
before you can see it.  

 
 Do you know that Jesus did this.  Jesus, this is actually in John 

Chapter 11 but when Jesus went to raise Lazarus from the dead, 
he stood out before the tomb, Lazarus was still dead.  Lazarus 
was still in the tomb.  You know Jesus stood outside before he 
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raised him and he praise God.  He thanked God.  He said, “God 
thank you so much that you’ve heard my prayer because 
(00:11:27) Lazarus.  Thank you so much and I’m about to raise 
this (00:11:30).  He praised God in advance. 

 
 Now, I want you to get this, Lazarus he was still dead.  He was 

still in the tomb but Jesus gave praise in advance.  He gave 
praise in advance.  He gave praise in advance.  Praise in 
advance.  He praised Him in advance.  He praised Him in 
advance so praise just, you know, that’s a praise by faith when 
you praise Him in advance. 

 
 Now, we talked a little bit about this with King Jehoshaphat, he 

did this and you don’t have to turn to that with Second 
Chronicles Chapter 20 Verses 21 through 30.  You’ll find the 
account when Moab and Ammon and the inhabitants of Mount 
Seir.  They had gathered to attack Israel, Judah and gathered to 
attack.  King Jehoshaphat was afraid out of his wit.  He didn’t 
know what to do and prophets(ph) begin to let him know that, 
hey everything’s going to be all right.  God has your back and 
God begin dealing with him and God gave him the strategy for 
battle and that was simply to put all the (00:12:36) out front. 

 
 (00:12:36) with the captain of his armies probably scratched his 

head and said, “Put who at front?”  Put the praising as out front.  
Put the choir out front.  Put the praising and now, notice before 
the battle begin, they started praising God for the victory.  They 
praised God for the victory before the fight had been fought.  
The choir, they were praising God, “Thank you Lord God, thank 
you for being with us, Lord we thank you for victory, thank you 
that your mercy and do it forever, thank you for your goodness 
Lord God, thank you Lord, you’re just so great and you’re so holy 
and you’re so mighty.  Thank you Lord God that no one can 
stand up against you” and this choir was just praising God and 
singing praises to God. 

 
 Now, something happened, something happened, they were 

praising in advance and then the armies of Moab and Ammon 
and the inhabitants of Mount Seir, something happened.  Moab 
and Ammon killed the inhabitants of Mount Seir.  After they 
wiped them out, they then now -- it gives a little fussy because, 
theologians and scholars, they are not quite sure what 
happened, but the entire Army, Moab and Ammon, they were 
wiped out completely. 
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 So when Jehoshaphat and his choir and his Army arrived, the 

enemy was dead.  All of the soldiers were dead, everybody was 
dead, in the count, so they were just dead.  And scholars and 
theologians, they don’t really know what happen.  All they know 
is Jehoshaphat had the choir singing.  The praise was true to 
rule.  That’s all they know.  They know their praise was true to 
rule but nobody really knows what happen to the enemy.  
Nobody knows what happen to the enemy. 

 
 Now, there are a couple of trains of thought on it, one train of 

thought is maybe angels came down and destroy the enemy, but 
that had happened in some earlier accounts when they were 
battling different armies.  The angel one time actually Israel 
were getting ready to fight the Syrians and the angels of the 
Lord came down and he smoked, I believed it was a 175,000.  
One angel of the Lord just came down and smoked a 175,000, 
Israel didn’t have to fight in that battle. 

 
00:15:01 
 
  So, some scholars think that’s possible, that that could have 

happened in this case with Jehoshaphat that an Angel of the 
Lord might have come down and swung(ph) in the action again 
like it did before.  Others think -- and the scripture actually 
gives a little bit more credence to this that the enemy was 
confused.  Something about the praise and the worship that 
came out of Israel’s camp, it confused the enemy and they 
started looking like the enemy among themselves. 

 
 And so they turned the sword on each other and they started 

fighting each other.  They were just confused.  They were 
confused.  The praise confused them.  Praise confused the 
enemy.  Folks’ praise confuses the enemy.  If you want to get rid 
of that devil, then start praising God.  He can stand praise.  The 
devil can’t stand praise.  The devil is not going to stick around 
while you’re praising God.  He is not going to do it.  It confuses 
him.  He can’t understand it.  The praise of the God is a 
powerful weapon, that’s a powerful weapon and so the enemy 
cannot stand against the praises of God.  They can’t stand.  So 
anyway, when Jehoshaphat and his army showed up, everybody 
was dead by any means necessary.  We don’t know quite how it 
happened, but I believed they turned on each other and kill 
themselves. 
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 The bible says that, when Jehoshaphat and the army got there, 

they started stripping the silver and the gold and all the 
treasures that were among the enemy army because they were 
all dead.  So they just start taking all of their possessions.  The 
bible said, there was so much stuff, they couldn’t get it all on one 
trip.  The bible says, it took three days to gather all the loots, to 
gather everything that they had taken from the enemy.  That’s a 
powerful lesson to us that very enemy that was causing 
Jehoshaphat distress turned out to be the biggest blessing that 
they had ever had.  

 
 God will take what’s distressing you and he’ll ask you to turn it 

around to where it blesses you.  Isn’t that powerful?  God can 
take the very thing that’s causing you distress.  God can take 
the very thing that he can cause it to be the biggest blessing.  It 
took them three days just to collect all the silver and all the gold 
and all the treasures.  They left not only victorious, they left 
loaded, they left loaded.  God will not only give you victory, he 
will let you live loaded.  That’s what I like to call more than a 
conqueror.  

 
 They have flipped down, isn’t that enough to you know, when 

two boxers fight, there is one thing to just beat the other guy up, 
but there’s another thing to beat the other guy up and leave 
with the 10 million dollar pay there.  See, that’s more than a 
conqueror.  The Bible says, we’re more than conquerors.  We’re 
more than conquerors.  So you don’t just beat the enemy, you 
plunder the enemy, you plunder, you plunder, you plunder the 
enemy.  

 
 So praise not only follows victory, praise precedes victory.  Say 

that with me.  Praise precedes victory.  Praise precedes victory.  
The Bible teaches us that when you’re in faith for something or 
you pray about it, but then going to pray.  Before you get it, 
already act like you got it.  Before you get it, already act like you 
got it.  And so you praise, you praise, you praise. 

 
 I had a guy contacted me last week, he needed to borrow a 

hundred dollars.  Now, I told him I would do it, and so I do that 
and he begin to thank me.  Now, I hadn’t give him a dime, he 
was thanking me in advance because he figured my word was 
good.  And so that’s the way we operate with God, when you 
pray to God for it and you have God’s word on it, you don’t have 
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to wait till you get it, you can already begin to thank him in 
advance.  You can begin to thank him in advance.  You begin to 
thank him in advance.  You begin to thank him and that’s what 
that guy started thanking me, he said, “Oh, thank you so much, 
I appreciate this, I hadn’t given him a dime.  But he was 
thanking me in advance because he believed I will stand on my 
word. 

 
 Folks, I want you to know God is faithful to his word.  God is 

faithful to His word.  God is faithful to His word.  If you have 
His word and you go to Him in prayer, you can think Him in 
advance.  So that’s what praise does, it allows us to thank Him 
in advance. 

 
 Mark 11:23, so whatsoever things you desire, when you pray, 

believe that you will receive them and you shall have them.  
When do you believe you receive it?  When you pray.  Now, when 
you get it, whatsoever things you desire when you pray.  Believe 
you receive them and you shall have them.  He didn’t say, 
believe you receive them when you get them.  No, you believe 
you receive them when you pray. 

 
00:20:04 
 
 So if you believe you receive it when you pray, you can give Him 

thanks, you can give him praise, you can give Him, “Thank you, 
Lord God.  Thank you.”  You can have cancer in your body, but 
because you know healing is God’s will and you’ve already asked 
Him for it, you can already thank Him while the cancer is still in 
your body.  You thank Him for healing.  You thank Him for 
healing because you believe you’ll receive, you believe you’ll 
receive, so we praise Him, we praise Him in advance.  We praise 
Him in advance. 

 
 Now, there’s something powerful about praise, I wanted to show 

you and we’ve already talked about that part.  And there’s 
simply that praise always causes the enemy to fall back.  This 
was something I discovered.  I really did not know and I didn’t 
really realize it, but praise always causes the enemy to fall back 
and I’m going to show you one scripture. 

 
 Those of you who are watching via television a lot of time, I 

want you to go to brothersoftheword.com and you can watch this 
entire series on the Power of Praise, three-part series absolutely 
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free of charge.  You can also email it to a friend.  Thank you so 
much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 
brother, you need the word. 

 
 Let me show you this powerful little weapon of praise.  Now 

what I begin to see is that when you praise God, the presence of 
God shows up and because the presence of God comes on the 
scene, your enemies are turned back, your enemies are turned 
back at the presence of God.  Now, when I say enemies, you may 
not have a lot of people hating on you, but sickness is an enemy, 
lack is an enemy and so all these negative things become 
enemies in your life and so, I begin to see that when we praise 
God, we bring God on the scene and your enemies are turned 
back, so sickness and disease can’t stay, lack can’t stay, 
discouragement and weariness can’t stay with the presence of 
God. 

 
 The devil can’t stay, he can’t stay when the presence of God 

shows up and so, God created praise for His pleasure and for His 
delight, but He also gave us praise to steal the enemy, to shut 
the enemy down and so it becomes a powerful weapon and we 
see it through all of the Israel’s armies how defeated through 
nothing, but praise.  Joshua, he had the walls of Jericho to fall 
down through nothing, but praise and so we see it all through 
the Bible, so many victories were won simply through praise.  So 
praise, it always turns to -- say that with me, “Praise turns the 
enemy back.”  Praise turns the enemy back, so whatever 
adversity that is challenging you today, you begin praising God 
and it will turn your adversity back.  Oh man, that’s all news.  It 
will turn your adversity back.  It will turn your adversity back. 

 
 Turn to Psalms 9, I just want to show you one or two scriptures, 

Psalms, the Book of Psalms Chapter 9, Psalms 9, look at Verses 
1, 2 and 3.  Psalms 9:1, 2 and 3.  Notice what it says, “I will 
praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will show forth all 
thy marvelous works.  I will be glad and rejoice in thee:  I will 
sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.”  Now look at Verse 
3, this is what we just said, “When mine enemies are turned 
back,” now notice, it didn’t say, if.  It didn’t say if my enemies 
are turned back, it said when.  Praise always causes your 
enemies to turn back.  It always causes your enemies to turn 
back.  “They shall fall and perish at thy presence.”  Isn’t that 
powerful?  Because they were in praise, He says when my 
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enemies turn back, praise always ushers in the presence of God 
and your enemies turn back at the presence of God. 

 
 So when you’re in a hard situation, when you’re in a hard time, 

that’s the time to praise God the most.  That’s the time to praise 
God the most because it will turn your enemies back.  It will 
turn your enemies back.  That’s how God gets on the scene.  God 
is saying, “This is the secret to move me on the scene, when you 
need help when you need me in your life to move in the 
powerful, way, this is the secret to move me on the scene, praise 
me and I’ll show up and I’ll fight on your behalf.  I’ll work on 
your behalf.”  Man, that’s good.  I’m about to preach myself 
happy.  You praise Him in hard times. 

 
00:25:00 
 
 No wonder the apostle Paul say, “Rejoice in the Lord always and 

again, I say rejoice.”  No wonder he praised Him when his back 
was bleeding because he had been whipped and he was in stacks 
and bond in prison.  Some scholars say that he could have been 
waist-deep in sewage and yet he lifted his hands and praised 
God.  He lifted his hands and praised God and the power of God 
showed up in their prison.  The power of God hit their prison. 

 
 You want God to have your back, you want God to show up right 

in your circumstance, you praise Him, you praise Him.  Your 
enemies are turned back when you praise Him, your enemies 
are turned back when you praise Him, your enemies are turned 
back when you praise Him.  Oh man, that’s good, that’s good.  
Oh man. I start getting a hold of that, I start gritting my teeth.  
I say, “Enemies, you’re in trouble, you’re in trouble, you’re in 
trouble, you’re in trouble.  You’re about to meet your own worst 
nightmare because I’m going to praise Him and because I praise 
Him, He’s going to show up and when He shows up, you can’t 
stick around, you can’t stick around when he shows up, you can’t 
stick around when he shows up.”  Man, what a powerful weapon, 
what a powerful weapon.  That’s why He had Jehoshaphat just 
praise.  He wanted to illustrate it, so I want to show my people 
how powerful praise is.  “You won’t have to fight in this battle, 
just praise me, just praise me, just praise me.  It will turn the 
enemy back every time.” 

 
 Stand on your feet, I’m out of time.  Stand on your feet and 

praise Him for a moment, praise Him for a moment, praise Him 
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for a moment, praise Him for a moment, praise Him for a 
moment, praise Him for a moment, praise Him for a moment, 
praise Him for a moment, praise Him for a moment, praise Him 
for a moment, praise Him for a moment.  Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
hallelujah.  Your enemies are turned back, your enemies are 
turned back, your enemies are turned back, your enemies are 
turned back, your enemies are turned back, your enemies are 
turned back, your enemies are turned back, your enemies are 
turned back, your enemies are turned back, your enemies are 
turned back.  Lack cannot stick around, lack cannot stick 
around.  Your enemies are turned back.  Sickness and disease 
can’t stick around.  Your enemies are turned back, your enemies 
are turned back when you praise.  Your enemies are turned 
back.  Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.  Thank you, Lord God.  
Thank you, Lord God.  Thank you, Lord God.  Thank you, Lord 
God.  Thank you, Lord God.  Hallelujah.  Glory to God, glory to 
God.  Hallelujah.  Glory to God.  All the enemies are on the run.  
The enemy is on the run, the enemy is on the run, the enemy is 
on the run, the enemy is on the run.  

 
 Let us pray.  Father, thank you so much.  We praise you.  We 

rejoice in you.  We thank you for the mighty weapon of praise, 
Lord God, in our lives.  Thank you for showing up.  Thank you 
for stealing the enemy, God and causing Him to fall back.  
Thank you, Lord God for giving us victory.  In advance, we 
praise you for victory, Lord.  We love you, Lord God and we 
thank you for being our God, for being our King, for being our 
Lord.  We trust you.  We praise you.  We trust you and we thank 
you for delivering us and for always causing us to have the 
victory, in Jesus’ mighty name, we pray, amen, amen, amen. 

 
Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com.  This was Part 3 of 

the message titled, “The Power of Praise,” by C. Elijah Bronner.  
This message is number 7584.  That’s 7-5-8-4.  To listen to over 
a thousand free messages or to send this message number 7584 
to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 
brothersoftheword.com often, because brother, you need the 
word. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:29:48 
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