
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy 

pt.1 - Living A Joy Filled Life 
 
Sermon Title: pt.1 - Living A Joy Filled Life  
Sermon Number: 7593 
Speaker: C. Elijah Bronner 
 

 
Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3 
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/xxxx.mp4 

 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 

  

http://www.tech-synergy.com/
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/xxxx.mp4
http://www.brothersoftheword.com/


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3 

C. Elijah Bronner: You know, God has already given you everything you need for 
your happiness? 

 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is Part 1 of 

the message titled, ‘Living A Joy Filled Life’ by C. Elijah 
Bronner.  This message is #7593, that’s #7593.  Listen to over a 
thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
[Music] 
 
Female Speaker: And now for #7593, ‘Living A Joy Filled Life Part 1’. 
 
C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word, because brother, 

you need the Word. 
 
[Applause] 
 
 Well, we welcome all of you joining us by television and those of 

you joining us at BrothersofTheWord.com.  Stay tuned to today’s 
message.  We are always delighted and excited to have you tune in 
and worship with us. 

 
Well, I would like to read just a little humor I came across this 
week.  A pastor told an 80-year-old woman that at her age, she 
should be giving some thought to what he called the hereafter.  
She said to him, “I think about it many times a day.” “Oh 
really?” said the minister, “that is very wise.” “Well, it’s not a 
matter of wisdom,” she replied.  “It’s when I open a drawer or 
chest or closet and I ask myself, what am I hereafter? 
 
If you will open your Bible to the Book of Philippians, the Book 
of Philippians, we will look at a couple of text, the Book of 
Philippians, we will look at Chapter 3, Verse 1 and we’ll also 
look at Chapter 4, Verse 4.  Philippians Chapter 3, let’s begin 
reading Philippians Chapter 3, and Verse 1, when you get there 
say, “Amen!” Well, let’s read together there, Philippians Chapter 
3, Verse 1. 
 
‘Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.  To write the same 
things to me indeed is not grievous but for you it is safe.’ 
 
And also Philippians Chapter 4, Verse 4, ‘Rejoice in the Lord 
always: and again I say, Rejoice.’ 
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And I want you to see one more over in -- this is in 1 
Thessalonians, this would be about two books back to your right, 
your ran into 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 5, 1 Thessalonians, 
Chapter 5 and we will look at Verse 16, just two words there, 1 
Thessalonians, Chapter 5, Verse 16. 
 
Notice it says, ‘Rejoice ever more.’ And so, we’re talking today 
from the subject ‘Living A Joy Filled Life.’ Living A Joy Filled 
Life.  Some other translations read those text as ‘be happy and 
the Lord always or delight yourselves in the Lord, gladden 
yourselves in Him, be glad hearted continually, always gladden 
yourselves in Him.’ 
 
A little girl was visiting her grandparents’ farm one summer 
and while she was there, she went out into the backyard and 
opened the doors to the barn and there stood a sad-faced droopy 
eyed, lone-eared mule.  And the little girl looked at the mule and 
she said, “Mr.  Mule, you look like you go to my grandmamma’s 
church.” 
 
And so, we ought to be happy in the Lord always.  Turn to your 
neighbor and say, “be happy in the Lord always” [Be happy in 
the Lord always] Be happy all the time, turn back and say, “be 
happy all the time”, be happy all the time.  Now, if you don’t 
have anything to be happy about, He says, be happy in Him, be 
happy in Him, be happy in Him, be happy in Him. 
 
We have to be happy in His presence, like we experienced today 
and just in the praise and worship, be happy in His presence.  
Turn over to Psalm 16, you’ll see that Psalm 16, Psalm 16, Verse 
11, notice what it says there, I love this, one of my all time 
favorite verses. 
 
Psalm 16, and Verse 11, notice what it says, ‘Thou wilt shew me 
the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy.’ In thy presence 
is fulness of joy.  God is full of joy.  God is full of joy.  In His 
presence is fullness of joy. 
 

00:05:09 
 
There are no droopy people hanging around God, in the presence 
of God.  The Bible says come before His presence with singing 
into His gates with Thanksgiving, come before His presence with 
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singing.  There is great joy around God.  And so, we see that we 
can rejoice and gladden ourselves in His presence. 
 
Let me tell you just some things of what joy is.  Joy is 
supernatural delight, joy -- now I want you to get this, joy is not 
a fleeting feeling, joy is supernatural delight in the person of 
God, joy is supernatural delight in the purposes of God, joy is 
supernatural delight in the presence of God, joy is supernatural 
delight in the promises of God. 
 
Let me show you this, and flip over to Jeremiah in the Old 
Testament, Jeremiah.  Right there behind Isaiah, you will run 
into Jeremiah.  If you are coming from Psalms, it would be to 
your right, just a few books to the right, you will run into 
Jeremiah.  But Jeremiah Chapter 15, I want you to just see that 
joy is supernatural delight in the promises of God.  Look at 
Jeremiah Chapter 15 and look at Verse 16.  Notice what it says. 
 
‘Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart:’ So notice that joy is 
supernatural delight in the promises of God.  You will see it 
again, flip back to the left of Psalms 119, I know I am working 
you a little bit but that’s alright, Psalms 119, Verse 111 -- 111, 
notice what it says, Psalms 119, Verse 111.  It says, ‘Thy 
testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are the 
rejoicing of my heart.’ 
 
So notice that joy is supernatural delight in the person of God, 
the purposes of God, the presence of God and the promises of 
God.  And so, if you need some joy, get in His words, let His word 
get in you, because His word is the rejoicing of our heart.  His 
person is the rejoicing of our heart, get into His presence, His 
presence is the rejoicing of our heart, His presence is the 
rejoicing of our heart. 
 
Let there be a song continually in your heart, there ought to be a 
song going over in your heart all the time, that’s how you find 
yourself living a joy filled life when there is a song going over on 
the inside of you all the time through Thanksgiving be grateful, 
be grateful, just thank God all the time, thank God all the time, 
thank God all the time, thank God all the time.  That’s how you 
live a joy filled life when you are thankful, when you’re thankful. 
 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/xxxx.mp3 

Sometimes, we want so much stuff that we are not thankful for 
the stuff we already have.  And sometimes you’re not thankful 
for it until you are about to lose it and then you realize how 
appreciative you should be for the things that God has already -- 
you know God has already given you everything you need for 
your happiness? 
 
You realize that.  It’s all in your perspective, it’s all the way that 
you look at it, but God has already given you everything you 
need for your happiness. 
 
You know, if you take a man whose body is riddled with disease 
and he has just a few days to live, you know all he will want 
would just be his health back.  That’s all he will want, he 
wouldn’t ask for a million dollars, he wouldn’t ask for a yacht or 
a plane.  All he would say, I would just give anything for my 
health. 
 
Folks, you got your health.  God has already given you 
everything you need for your happiness.  And see, you know, you 
don’t realize it until you have to lose it. 
 
There was a couple and they would just complain about their 
house, they would complain about their old house and always 
talking about the old house until they almost went into 
foreclosure.  Now, they almost went into foreclosure, but they 
were luckily enforcing, they were able to get a refinance and 
they got it out of foreclosure, and now they love the house. 
 
Oh, they brag on that old house, they look at the house, good for 
living, they have a different appreciation when they almost lost 
it.  And so, God has already given us everything we need for our 
happiness.  If you just give Him thanks, if you praise Him for 
what you already have, you praise Him for what you already 
have. 

 
[Applause] 
 
00:10:00 
 
C. Elijah Bronner: I have an old razor and I had never thought much of this razor 

until I was coming back from a trip and I didn’t put my razor 
back in the case that it belongs in, so I just threw it in my 
suitcase, and so when I got home and got ready to shave, I 
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picked up my razor and it had come apart.  The top part was 
missing, the part with the blades, the part that does the cutting, 
it had come loose from the bottom part of my razor and I 
couldn’t find the blades. 

 
I found the base, I found the motor part of it, but I couldn’t find 
the top part that had the blades that did the cutting.  And I torn 
my bag up, looking for it, and I was kicking myself, I said, oh 
man, why didn’t I put the thing back in the case to begin with 
and it never would have come apart, I never would have lost it. 
 
And so, then I got on the computer, I said, I am going to have to 
buy another one of these things and I got on the computer to see 
how much this thing costs, that thing was expensive.  I said, oh 
my goodness, I had no idea that thing was worth this much 
money and it was praying to me, I was like, oh man, I would 
give everything to have my old razor back, I would give anything 
to have my old razor. 
 
I mean, I had no idea that thing was worth that much and I was 
looking on eBay and it was real expensive.  I said, oh my 
goodness, I don’t want to replace that.  I said, man, I had no idea 
of the value of what my old razor was worth and I said, I would 
give anything just to have my old razor back.  I said, “Lord, I 
would give anything just to have my old razor back.” 
 
And one day, I went through that bag about 20 times because I 
said, it got to be in the bag, nobody would steal the top of my 
razor, it has to be -- I went through and couldn’t find it, just 
could not find it, it wasn’t there. 
 
And on the side of my bag, sitting on my closet, I had a pair of 
tennis shows and I had actually prayed about this because it 
was irking me because I didn’t want to spend the money to try to 
replace this thing, I’m not making this up, I had a literally cried 
out to God, said, “God, give me my old razor!” 
 
One day, I was still going through that bag.  I don’t know, I went 
through that bag probably 30 times.  I just -- anybody have you 
ever lost something, you just keep going back to the -- you just 
keep -- you have already looked but you go back and you just 
keep looking. 
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Man, I had taken everything out, and put them back in and take 
them back, I just kept going through this bag, I had pulled the 
lining out of it, I was going all through all, I mean, I turned that 
bag inside out, I could not find. 
 
So one day, I was getting ready to go to through it again and I 
was on my knees, getting ready to go through it again and there 
are a pair of tennis shoes, right next to it.  The Holy Spirit 
prompted me to look in the tennis shoes.  I said that’s an 
interesting thought.  I took one of the shoes, turn it upside 
down, there fell my blade. 
 
I said, I finally got, hallelujah!  Well, I was so happy to see that 
blade.  I don’t know what in a world that they -- I mean, now I 
appropriate my razor.  In fact, when I got on eBay, when I found 
my razor on eBay, they said that razor is actually the razor 
James Bond used in one of his movies.  It was James Bond razor 
and I said that’s what -- I had no idea and so, man, I cherish 
that razor, every day I almost kiss that razor. 
 
And so, so often God has already given us everything we need 
for our happiness, we just don’t realize until we are about to lose 
it.  And then when you are about to lose it, you realize what you 
had and you would do anything just to get back when you had. 
 
Oh man, God has already given us everything we need.  God has 
given us everything we need for our happiness.  God has already 
given us everything we need for our happiness. 
 
We are talking about living a joy filled life, living a joy filled life, 
living a joy filled life. 
 
Flip over to 1 Chronicles, 1 Chronicles -- 1 Chronicles Chapter 
16 , 1 Chronicles Chapter 16, you see something interesting here 
about the joy of the Lord, 1 Chronicles Chapter 16, Verse 27, 
notice what it says, 1 Chronicles Chapter 16, Verse 27 says, 
‘Glory and honor are in his presence; strength and gladness are 
in his place.’ Strength and gladness, notice we already saw 
earlier in Psalm 16:11 that in His presence is the fullness of joy.  
In His presence is the fullness of joy.  Well, here we see it again, 
that in His place there is strength and gladness.  Now, I want 
you to notice the connection there, strength and gladness, they 
are connected. 
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00:14:52 
 
Well, Nehemiah Chapter 8, Verse 10 lets us know that ‘The joy 
of the Lord is our strength.’ The joy of the Lord is our strength.  
Notice that, strength and gladness are in His place.  The joy of 
the Lord is in His presence, strength and gladness are in His 
place.  Well, the joy of the Lord is our strength and in His 
presence is the fullness of joy but here we see strength and 
gladness are in His place.  The joy of the Lord is our strength. 
 
I want to let you know that the devil is not so much after trying 
to rob you of your dreams, he is not so much after trying to rob 
you of your marriage or your family, he is not so much trying to 
rob you of your finances.  The devil wants to rob you of your joy 
because if he robs you of your joy, you have no strength, you 
have no strength to fight with, you have no strength to defend 
yourself, you have no strength to resist him. 
 
He would rather steal your joy and leave you with no strength.  
And so, the devil, he actually, he chooses to rob us of joy, he is 
after your joy, joy gives you the strength to hold steady when 
circumstances get rough.  It’s your joy, if you can keep your joy, 
you’ll have the strength to make it, you’ll have the necessary 
strength to make it through if you can keep your job but when 
things get rough, if you let your job go, you are in bad shape 
because now you don’t have any strength to hold you up to 
maintain you through these rough places that we find ourselves 
in. 
 
So joy gives us the ability, joy gives us the ability to hold steady 
when circumstances get rough.  Joy gives us the ability to laugh, 
to laugh in the devil’s face. 
 
Colossians 111 lets us know that we are strengthened with all 
might and joyfulness, we are strengthened with all might and 
joyfulness.  The joy of the Lord is your strength.  The joy of the 
Lord is your strength. 
 
Now, joy is produced from our union with God.  Joy is produced 
from our union with God.  And so, if you have no joy, check your 
union, if you have no joy, check your union, check your 
connection.  Joy is produced from our union with God. 
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Now, here is what’s interesting, joy without measure flows out of 
Him to us when we’re connected to Him.  He fills us with His 
joy.  So when we’re connected to God, His joy, supernatural 
delight, His divine life flows into our being, when we’re 
connected to Him.  Joy in the Christian life is in direct 
proportion to our connection with Him. 
 
So if your joy is slow, then you need to check your connection.  
Turn to your neighbor and say, “check your connection”, check 
your connection, check your connection.  But joy is directly 
proportionate to our connection to Him. 
 
I have to show you this -- I have to show you this scripture, and 
we will probably have to close it today on this scripture and we 
pick up next week because I got -- oh, I got a lot to teach you on 
joy and I am joyous about, I am happy about it.  I can’t wait to 
talk about joy.  It makes me happy.  Man, it makes me happy. 
 
Like I said, when you get in His presence, in His presence is the 
fullness of joy, strength and gladness are in His place, and so 
our joy is directly connected to our connection to Him. 
 
Turn over to John Chapter 15, John Chapter 15, John Chapter 
15, oh, this is my joy scripture here, John Chapter 15, Verse 11, 
look at this, John Chapter 15, Verse 11; this is Jesus speaking, 
notice what He says. 
 
‘These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain 
in you, and that your joy might be full.’ 
 
Listen to that, These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
-- remember when I say it, this joy comes from God.  These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, 
and that your joy might be full. 
 
Now, this isn’t just a little drop of joy, this is not something 
sparingly that He wants in your life.  Now, let me read it from 
the Amplified Bible and you will see it clearly, notice what the 
Amplified Bible says about John 15:11. 

 
00:19:59 
 
 I have told you these things that my joy and delight may be in 

you and that your joy and gladness may be a full measure and 
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complete and overflowing.  So God, not only wants your joy full, 
He wants it overflowing.  God wants us full of joy and 
overflowing in joy. 

 
 Now, man, we are going to – man, this is a good place to stop.  

It’s a good place, but yet it’s not a good place because I am just 
so excited about this.  He wants our joy to be full, complete and 
overflowing.  Now we are going to pick up next week and we will 
begin to deal with this overflowing joy.  What happens when it 
overflows out of your life? 

 
 Oh man!  That’s good.  I will preach myself after. 
 
 Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

BrothersofTheWord.com.   You can listen to this message, 
‘Living A Joy Filled Life,’ Living A Joy Filled Life absolutely free 
of charge.  You can also e-mail it to a friend. 

 
 Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of The 

Word, because brother, you need the Word. 
 
[Applause] 
 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was Part 1 of 

the message titled, ‘Living A Joy Filled Life’ by C. Elijah 
Bronner.  This message is #7593, that’s 7593.  To listen to over a 
thousand free messages or to send this message #7593 to a 
friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
 Listen to BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother, you 

need the Word. 
 
[Music] 
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