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C. Elijah Bronner: God wants your joy full, complete and overflowing. 
 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is Part 2 of 

the message titled, ‘Living A Joy Filled Life’ by C. Elijah 
Bronner.  This message is #7594, that’s #7594.  Listen to over a 
thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
[Music] 
 
Female Speaker: And now for #7594, ‘Living A Joy Filled Life Part 2’.   
 
C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word, because brother, 

you need the Word. 
 
[Applause] 
 
 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online at BrothersofTheWord.com.  Stay tuned to today’s 
message, we are always happy to have you, tune in and worship 
with us. 

 
Well, I would like to read a little humor I came across this week, 
and it reads after the baptism of his baby brother in church, 
Little Jason sobbed all the way home in the backseat of the car.  
His father asked him three times what was wrong.  Finally, 
little Jason replied, that pastor said he wanted us brought up in 
a Christian home and I wanted to stay with you guys. 
 
Well, we are speaking from the subject of ‘Living A Joy Filled 
Life,’ Living A Joy Filled Life and this is Part 2, Living A Joy 
Filled Life.  And we are using as a couple of text, flip over to 1 
Thessalonians, we will read that one first, 1 Thessalonians 
that’s in the back of your Bible where you will see 1, 2, 
Thessalonians, we’re in 1 Thessalonians Chapter 5, 1 
Thessalonians Chapter 5 and Verse 16, when you get there say, 
“Amen!”. 
 
1 Thessalonians Chapter 5 and Verse 16, and it simply says, ‘I 
love this because it’s a short instruction but it has a long 
meaning.  Short instruction but it has a far-reaching impact into 
our lives.  It’s a short instruction but it has far-reaching 
implication as far as our hearts are concerned and as far as the 
direction of our lives. 
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And it simply says two words, 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 5, Verse 
16 says, ‘rejoice evermore.’ Rejoice evermore.  It’s a short 
command so he didn’t want to bog it down with a lot to 
remember.  So he made it short even though it will have strong 
impact in your life.  It’s life-changing if you get a hold of it, even 
though it’s just two words, rejoice evermore, rejoice evermore. 
 
Let me read that in Amplified Bible, Amplified Bible says Be 
happy in your faith and rejoice and be glad hearted continuously 
always.  I like that. 
 
And also flip over to Philippians Chapter 4, Philippians Chapter 
4, you are going to flip back to the left just a few books and you 
will run into Philippians right between Ephesians and 
Colossians, you will hit the Book of Philippians and Philippians 
Chapter 4, so other text we use Philippians 4, Verse 4, 4:4, turn 
to your neighbor and say, “4:4.” 
 
4:4, and it says -- read it together with me, ‘Rejoice in the Lord 
always: and again I say, Rejoice.’ Rejoice in the Lord always: and 
again I say, Rejoice. 
 
Notice, He repeated Himself.  In fact in the Book of Philippians, 
joy is the overwhelming theme of the entire book, is the 
overwhelming theme of entire book.  I believe it’s mentioned 
there, some form of joy, whether it’s rejoicing or some other form 
of joys mentioned I believe over 30 times there in the Book of 
Philippians, that’s a small book and so it’s power-packed with 
joy. 
 
And the interesting thing about this is He wrote this in prison, 
He wrote this in prison so is letting us know that this joy is not 
dependent upon circumstances.  He was in the worst of 
circumstances but He was the happiest as he could be, He was 
happiest as He could be so His happiness didn’t match the 
circumstances because it was joy, it wasn’t happiness, it was joy. 

 
00:05:01 
 
 Joy is something divine, joy is something supernatural that 

operates in a person’s life despite the circumstances.  It’s not 
contingent upon what’s going on in your life. 
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 Happiness has some contingencies, but joy does not.  Joy is 
something that springs up from the inside, and we define joy, we 
say joy is supernatural delight in the person of God.  Joy is 
supernatural delight in the purposes of God.  Joy is 
supernatural delight in the presence of God.  Joy is supernatural 
delight in the promises of God.  Joy is supernatural delight in 
the provision of God. 

 
 And so joy is something that is divine, supernatural, something 

that flows out of our innermost being, something that God gives 
us, and Jesus said, He said this joy that I give you, the world 
won’t be able to take it away from you.  Oh man!  Isn’t that 
good?  That’s good.  So we can have joy all the time.   

 
Notice now He says in 1 Thessalonians 5:16 and Philippians 4:4, 
they use the word always in one translation or another, but both 
of them said always, rejoice always, always, always.  That lets 
us know that there is always a cause for rejoicing in Christ.  
Even in times of affliction, even in times of distress, even in 
hard times, even in times where it seems like everything is 
going against you, where you are really struggling, having a 
hard time, there is always, notice always, a cause for rejoicing in 
Christ.   

 
 So He says always.  Why?  How is it that we can rejoice always?  

Well, because His love is always the same.  His love is always 
the same.  His grace is always sufficient.  His grace is always 
sufficient.  His blood always has cleansing power.  His blood 
always has healing and virtue in it, always.  His salvation, His 
righteousness is always everlasting. 

 
 And so that’s why we can always rejoice, because if nothing else, 

we can always rejoice in His love, we can always rejoice in His 
good.  He is good all the time.  His blood is powerful all the time.  
We have been saved from the snares of death and hell and the 
grave, and so we can rejoice all the time because of that.  We 
don’t have to live in sin any longer, we can rejoice.  Your name is 
written in the Book of Heaven, you can rejoice, you can rejoice. 

 
 So even when a loved one in your life dies, you can still rejoice, 

because they knew Jesus and Jesus has prepared a place for 
them. 
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 Oh man!  So we can have joy at all times.  We can rejoice, and 
that’s why it says rejoice always, always, always something to 
rejoice about.  Our rejoicing is rooted in Him.  Our rejoicing is 
rooted in Him.  There is enough in God to furnish us with joy in 
the worst circumstances on earth.  There is enough in God to 
furnish us with joy, no matter what you are dealing with or 
going through in life. 

 
 And so joy is the supernatural delight.  It’s an overwhelming 

contentment with God that just floods our soul, and so this is 
joy.   

 
This is where we left off.  Flip over to John, Chapter 15, John, 
Chapter 15.  This is one of our joy scriptures, John 15:11, John 
15:11.  And let’s read there in unison.  John 15:11.  Ready?  
Read. 

 
 “These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain 

in you, and that your joy might be full.”   
 

And then the Amplified Bible says, I have told you these things 
that my joy and delight may be in you and that your joy and 
gladness may be full, full measure and complete and 
overflowing. 

 
 So notice those three words; full, complete and overflowing.  God 

wants your joy full, complete and overflowing.  It’s not just a 
little drop of joy, He is not sparingly dishing this out, He wants 
you to be full of joy.  He wants you to be complete, not have a 
partial supply of it, but He wants you to have an abundant, full 
supply of joy and He wants it to overflow in your life. 

 
00:10:03 
 
 Now, this is very serious.  This is serious to God.  It’s very 

serious to Jesus.  Jesus, He kept mentioning it.  Flip over to the 
next chapter, John 16:24, you will see that He says the same 
thing again.  Notice John 16:24: 

 
“Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full.”   
 
He says it again.  And so now notice Jesus is making a 
reference, and these are the chapters really leading up, you 
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know, before His departure and so it’s like He was in essence 
saying, before I leave here folks, I want you all to get a hold of 
this.  I want you all to be joy filled and live a joy filled life.  I 
want you to be full of joy.  I want you to have My joy, it’s going 
to be in you, and your joy, I want it to overflow and be full and 
complete and overflowing.  And you can tell He is putting a 
great importance.  He is really stressing the fact.   
 
Flip over to John 17.  He is continually saying it.  Even in John 
17.  This is the Lord’s Prayer.  In John 17, look at Verse 13, 
John 17, “And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in 
the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.” 

 
 And so you see Jesus, He is just talking about it in John 15, 

John 16, John 17; I believe if there was a John -- you know, I 
believe He would just continue just going on and on.  Jesus was 
full of joy and He wanted His people to be full of joy, to not have 
a half dosage, but to have full measure of joy in their lives 
overflowing, running over to the full and abundance, till it 
overflows.  And so He wants us to have His joy, His joy.   

 
Turn to your neighbor and say His joy.  His joy.  God is happy.  I 
don’t know if you all realize that, but God is a happy God.  The 
Bible says that God sits in the heavens and laughs.  He laughs.  
God is a happy God.  God is happy.  He enjoys Himself.  He 
enjoys Himself. 

 
 You will find that many of the things that God created in 

creation, the Bible says He created them for sport, for His 
enjoyment.  Just like you have an aquarium; some of you have 
an aquarium in your home, well, God created the ocean as an 
aquarium.  He gets a kick out of looking at the whales.  He gets 
a kick out of looking at the whales and the sharks.   

 
And, you know, now they are discovering these gigantic squid, 
you know, they are finding these gigantic squid.  See, notice that 
God already knew they were there.  He created them.  He got a 
kick out of that.  So God enjoys Himself.   
 
The Bible says that God loves us so much, He rejoices over us 
with singing.  The Bible says that God loves us so much, He 
rejoices over us with singing.  Heaven is filled with songs, 
because God is singing, because He is so happy about us.  He 
loves us.  He loves us. 
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[Applause] 
 
 He is rejoicing over us with song.  God is singing.  God is full of 

joy.  God is full of joy.  God is full of joy.  Even when enemies, 
that’s when He really laughs, when enemies come against Him.  
The Bible says He sits in the heavens and He laughs.  He is full 
of joy.  He is full of joy.  He is full of joy.   

 
 And so Jesus is saying, look, I am from the Father, so I am from 

a joy filled family, and I want you all to be full of joy.  It runs in 
the family.  It runs in the family.  So Jesus said, look here guys, 
I am leaving the earth, so I am not going to need the joy, so I 
want you all to have My joy.  I want you to have My joy.  You 
have My joy.  You have My joy.  You have My joy.  I want you all 
to have My joy.  You all have My joy.  So that your joy be full 
and running over.  Your joy be running over.   

 
Man, listen, there is so much sadness in the world.  Many people 
have lost the joy of living.  They are burdened down by problems 
and distresses, heartache and disappointments.  I had a friend 
of mine, he is about 40-years-old and he told me.  He said, man, 
I am ready to go to heaven.   
 
Now, he wasn’t saying that out of excitement for heaven; he was 
saying that because his life was so miserable here on earth.  He 
had lost his joy.  There was no joy in his life here any longer and 
so he was ready to just simply close earth down and go on to 
heaven.   

 
00:14:58 
 
 Folks, that’s not the way God wants us to live, that’s not the way 

God wants us to live.  And so life can beat the joy out of us and 
that’s why the Bible, Paul, he said I am going to say it again, 
rejoice and again I say rejoice.  Notice what he is saying re-joy, 
re, re-joy, re-joy. 

 
In other words, you are going to have to fill yourself back up 
because your joy sometimes will run out, your joy are weighing 
on you, your levels are running low, and so you have got to come 
back and fill up again and re-joy yourself, you have got to re-joy 
yourselves, re-joy, re-joy.  Some of you are in need of a re-joy job.  
You need a re-joy job, re-joy. 
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And so He invites us to come back and fill up again, fill up again 
with joy, we need to re-joy.  Everybody say re-joy.   

 
Audience Members: Re-joy. 
 
C. Elijah Bronner: Re-joy.  Because re-joy is such an essential, vital part of a life 

that’s going to live in victory.  If you are going to live life in 
victory, you can’t do it without joy, joy is part of your victory 
here in this life, and so you have got to re-joy, when your levels 
run low, you re-joy, you re-joy, you re-joy. 
 
Now, there are a lot of ways that you can get your joy levels up, 
and we have talked about some of them; we talked about 
Thanksgiving, when you put your -- see, what you have to do, 
you have to give direction to your thoughts, because your 
feelings always follow your thoughts.  And so if you are thinking 
negative, beat down, depressed thoughts, it makes you feel beat 
up and depressed and you follow your thoughts. 
 
And so that’s why the Bible said think on these things.  Paul 
actually said in the Book of Acts, he actually said, I think myself 
happy.  I think myself happy.  I think myself happy.  And so you 
have to control your thoughts, you have to get your thoughts 
over in God.  You have got to get your thoughts in God, you have 
got to get your thoughts over on the goodness of God and keep 
them in the goodness of God, because your thoughts will dictate 
your feelings. 
 
And so you have to control your thoughts, you get over into 
Thanksgiving, get over into praise, have a song in your heart, 
and those are some of the ways, but your joy comes from God, 
your joy ultimately comes from God.  And so you have to re-joy.  
Turn to your neighbor and say we have to re-joy, we have to re-
joy, we have to re-joy, we have to re-joy, so that we can be full of 
it and let it overflow to others. 
 
Now, you will notice something interesting, you don’t have to 
turn there, but in the Old Testament, Isaac in Genesis, Isaac did 
something very interesting.  He went back and dug wells that 
were stocked up.   
 
I want you to get this from a spiritual parallel, all of us have 
wells of joy on the inside of us.  The Bible says in Isaiah Chapter 
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12, I believe it is, that we are to draw water from the wells of 
salvation with joy.  You draw water from the wells of salvation 
with joy.   
 
And so all of us, we have wells of joy on the inside of us, but as 
you look at the natural, in the Old Testament, in biblical times, 
when an army wanted to overtake a city, what they would do, 
they would clog up the wells.  And so they would fill up the wells 
with stone, because they were cutting off the water supply, and 
so they would fill up the well.   
 
Now, we all have wells of joy on the inside of us and, you know, 
when we are younger that well of joy is free-flowing, but as we 
get older, and we start -- stones start getting into that well; 
stones of disappointment and the stones of despair and defeat, 
they start clogging up our wells of joy.  And so often we have to 
go back and re-dig the wells, just like Isaac did.  Isaac went 
back, and the Bible says in Genesis 26:18 that Isaac dug again 
the wells of water that the Philistines had stocked up. 
 
And so we have wells of joy inside of us that have been stocked 
up with all of these stones of hurt and unforgiveness and 
bitterness and stress and doubt, indiscipline, all these things, all 
these stones have clogged up our wells.   
 
Now, Isaac, it’s interesting to note, the name Isaac literally 
means laughter, laughter.  So it’s like he was saying, unclog 
your wells with laughter, unclog your wells of joy with laughter.  
Isaac’s name literally means, it’s translated to laughter, and so 
laughter was unstopping the wells.   

 
00:19:50 
 

And so we can unstop, we can unclog the wells of joy that are in 
our hearts, in our lives with laughter.  And so then we can have 
the waters of joy flowing once again within our lives.   
 
So turn to your neighbor and say, dig your wells, dig your wells, 
dig your wells, dig your wells, dig your wells with laughter, with 
laughter. 
 
Now, joy and laugh is so powerful, so powerful in our lives, and 
in Part 3 we will get into some of the more specific things about 
that, that I want to share with you about joy and laughter.  But 
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this joy is our victory, this joy is our victory, and it’s so 
important, it’s so imperative to our lives to live in victory. 
 
Proverbs 15:15 says, for the despondent, every day brings 
trouble; for the happy heart, life is a continual feast.  For the 
happy heart, life is a continual feast.  And the thing that’s so 
wonderful about it, when your joy is full and overflowing, we can 
invite others to the party, we can invite others to the party.  But 
when our joy is full and running over, it becomes a way that we 
honor God, we become such a great witness for God. 
 
People want to serve God when they see the people of God 
happy.  Nobody wants to serve if we aren’t happy, nobody is 
attracted to God.  So people are attracted to God when they see 
us happy, when they see us happy. 
 
Smith Wigglesworth, he went to a home one time; now, Smith 
Wigglesworth was just as powerful as the earlier apostles.  He 
lived about a hundred years ago, but he was a plumber, and he 
went to a lady’s house and he was doing some plumbing and he 
was just whistling and just happy, and the lady noticed it, she 
said, what is that?  He said that’s Jesus.  She said I want that, 
and he led her into salvation right there doing the plumbing. 
 
The world, they are attracted when they see our joy, when they 
see our joy it attracts the world.  And so that’s why God wants 
our joy to be full and overflowing.  So we can give other people a 
drink of joy, the world is thirsty, they need a drink of joy, they 
need a drink of joy, the world is filled up with sorrow. 
 
Let me tell you what Psalms 126:2 says, it talks about when the 
heathen saw the joy of God’s people, they said the Lord has done 
great things for them.  The heathens noticed the joy, they said 
wait a minute, God is blessing those folks over there, those 
people are too happy. 
 
And folks, what a witness it is to the world when they will look 
at us and say, man, those people are mighty happy, those people 
are mighty happy.  They are in the same economy that we are 
in, they are suffering with the same problems and ills of society 
that we are suffering with, but they are happy for some reason. 
 
And so that’s what joy does.  Joy is powerful when we allow it to 
overflow, but see, you have got to fill up before you can overflow.  
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You can’t overflow to the world if you are not full yourself.  So 
you have got to fill up, turn to your neighbor and say, you have 
got to fill up first, you have got to fill up first and then it 
overflows. 
 
Man, I am out of time and I didn’t get to a third of what I 
wanted to get into.  Well, that’s all right, we will do it in Part 3 
and we will try to finish up in Part 3; if we don’t, we will go into 
Part 4. 
 
But those of you watching by television, I am out of time, but I 
want you to go to BrothersofTheWord.com.  You can listen to 
this entire series on Living a Joy Filled Life.  You can also email 
it to a friend absolutely free of charge. 

 
 Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of The 

Word, because brother, you need the Word. 
 
 Praise God!  Praise God! 
 
[Applause] 
 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was Part 2 of 

the message titled, ‘Living a Joy Filled Life’ by C. Elijah 
Bronner.  This message is #7594, that’s 7594.  To listen to over a 
thousand free messages or to send this message #7594 to a 
friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
 Listen to BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother, you 

need the Word.   
 
[Music] 
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