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C. Elijah Bronner: The most enduring impact you can have on earth is how you 
treated other people.   

 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled, ‘7 Keys To A Blessed Life’ by C. Elijah Bronner.  
This message is #7596, that’s #7596.  Listen to over a thousand 
free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
[Music] 
 
Female Speaker: And now for #7596, ‘7 Keys To A Blessed Life’.   
 
C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word, because brother, 

you need the Word.   
 
[Applause] 
 
 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us at BrothersofTheWord.com.  Stay tuned to today’s 
message.  We are always happy to have you tune in.  What a 
wonderful blessing to have you join us on today.   

 
Well, I would like to just share a little humor.  There was an 
elderly couple and they went to a fairground and at this 
fairground as they were walking by they saw that this man was 
offering airplane rides.  And so they stopped by to inquire about 
the airplane rides, and the gentleman said, he said, I would love 
to take you both up, and they said, how much is it? And he said 
it’s $50 per person.  They said, oh, we would love to go up, but 
that’s just way too much money.   
 
And the man said, he said you all are such a nice couple, I want 
to make this just a no-brainer for you. He said I will tell you 
what I will do, I really want to take you up, I will take you up, 
you pay the $100, and during the airplane ride if you do not say 
one word during the ride, I will refund your money back to you 
when we land, and they agreed.  This sounded like a great deal.  
 
And so the pilot, he took them up, and when he got them in the 
air, he started doing all type of aerial maneuvers.  He was 
flipping the plane, he was rolling the plane over, he was flying 
upside down.  He did everything possible to shake them up.  And 
so when they landed the pilot turned around to the husband to 
give him his $100 back and he said, congratulations, man, he 
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said you didn’t say one word, here is your money back.  How did 
you do it?  How did you go without saying anything?  The 
husband replied, he said, it was tough, he said, I almost said 
something when my wife fell off.   
 
Well, I want to share something with you, some principles, some 
God’s Word from the Book of Ruth, the Book of Ruth, just want 
to share out of that.  The Book of Ruth is an interesting little 
book, only about four chapters, there in the Old Testament.  You 
can find it right there behind Joshua.  It’s about the seventh or 
eighth book of the Bible there.  And there is a small book there, 
the Book of Ruth and I just want to glean from a gleaner.   
 
Ruth was a gleaner.  She gleaned in the field.  She gleaned 
wheat and barley and so she was known as a gleaner and so I 
said well, it’s appropriate to glean from a gleaner.  And so I just 
want to glean some rules and principles from the Book of Ruth.   
 
Here is a story that opens with famine, death, loss, sorrow; in 
fact, her mother-in-law, who was with her, Naomi, her name 
means pleasantness, pleasantness, but there was so much 
sorrow, grief, loss, pain, and death that she lost her husband 
and her two sons.  She said don’t call me Naomi any longer, call 
me Marah, which means bitter.   
 
And so the story opens with all of this loss and death and famine 
and sorrow, but then it flips, God flips the script and the story 
ends with blessing, wealth, abundance, redemption, restoration, 
favor, joy, new life and divine destiny, and it clearly shows us 
that God is able to redeem bad situations.  He is able to redeem 
bad situations.   

 
00:05:03 
 

God is a God of restoration and when God restores you, He 
doesn’t just put you back like you were, He puts you back better 
than you were before.  God can turn it around.  Turn to your 
neighbor and say, God can turn it around.   

 
Audience Members: God can turn it around. 
 
C. Elijah Bronner: God can turn it around.  But this change from sorrow and loss 

and death and pain, to blessing and favor and joy and 
restoration and wealth and abundance, it took place because of 
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seven distinct qualities that Ruth had present in her life.  And 
so I just want to use it as the subject, “7 Keys To A Blessed Life’. 
 
There are seven discernable qualities or traits that Ruth had as 
a part of her life and I believe that those seven traits were the 
catalyst for God flipping the script, turning things around and 
bringing her from sorrow into joy, from pain and loss into great 
abundance, wealth, blessing and divine destiny.  Praise God! 
 
How many of you want God to turn it around in your life?  You 
want Him to turn it around?  You want Him to turn it around?  I 
just came to serve you notice that God can turn it around.  God 
can turn it around.   
 
So I am just going to quickly, we don’t have much time left, but I 
just want to quickly share the seven keys to a blessed life, 
because Ruth ended up with a blessed -- she ended up having a 
blessed life beyond her wildest dreams and I just want to share 
some of the traits about Ruth.   
 
I believe that if -- I heard John Maxwell, he shared it one time, 
he said that in the Book of Hebrews the Bible says that we are 
encompassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses.  And so 
the imagery is that of a stadium and that we are running a race 
and all of the heroes of the faith are in the grandstands 
watching us as we run our race.   
 
And John Maxwell said, he said one day the Lord gave him the 
revelation or the insight that what if some of those heroes would 
climb out of the grandstand and come down on to the track and 
run a lap with you, what is it they will say to you?   
 
And so I just want you to picture Ruth climbing down out of the 
grandstands and running around the track with us today.  What 
is it her life would speak to us?  What is it that she will say to us 
today?  
 
Number one, look at Ruth, Chapter 3, Ruth 3:11, Ruth 3:11, and 
it reads, “And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all 
that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that 
thou art a virtuous woman.” 
 
Now, the word virtue means, honor.  Ruth was an honorable 
woman, and that’s the first quality that we glean from her life is 
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honor, honor, she was a woman of principle, a woman of 
conviction.  She did what was right because it was right.  She 
lived an honorable life.   
 
I heard Bishop Dale, he said some people are so crooked that 
when they die they have to be screwed into the ground.  Ruth 
was honorable, Ruth was honorable.  She had an honorable 
name.  
 
Proverbs 22:1 says that a good name is to be chosen rather than 
great riches; she had a honorable name.  The whole city knew of 
her honor.  The whole city spoke of her honor.  She was an 
honorable person.  It was a honorable, discernable trait or 
characteristic about her life.   
 
Her name actually means friend, friend.  She lived up to the 
meaning of her name, friend, because she valued relationships 
more than any other thing in life as relationships are the basis 
of life.  She is a friend, she was a friend, but that’s honor, honor.  
So she speaks to us, to have honor, to live honorable lives.   
 
Just good old-fashioned honor, where you keep your word, where 
you do what you say you are going to do, where you honor your 
parents, you honor your father and your mother.   

 
00:09:59 
 
 The Bible says that’s the first commandment with promise is 

honor.  Honor your father, honor your mother, so that your days 
may be long and your life will be well with you.  Honor, honor, 
just good old-fashioned, good old-fashioned honor.  

 
Honor your spouse, honor your wife, honor your husband, honor 
those who are in authority over you.  Honor God.  Honor God by 
your words, your deeds, your actions, your attitude, your giving.  
Honor God in your life, honor, honor. 

 
 2 Peter 1:5 says “Add virtue to your faith”.   Once again, virtue 

means honor.  So it says Add honor to your faith.  And that lets 
us know that we have a lot of Christians who are not honorable.  
There are a lot of Christians who are not honorable in their 
dealings, in their life.  What a travesty when a person is named 
a Christian, but yet you can’t trust them, yet you don’t want to 
do business with them.   
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You know, Pastor Nathaniel says he doesn’t rent to three types 
of people; preachers, friends or artists.  What a travesty that he 
wouldn’t want to rent to a preacher, and that’s because we have 
messed up our honor, we have messed up our honor.  
 
Even when he is hiring people, a lot of times he will not hire 
someone who is overly, how can I put it, overly fanatical about 
being a Christian, because that’s normally not a good sign, 
because we have been so dishonorable so often that we give 
Christianity a bad name. 

 
 Turn to your neighbor and say, add virtue to your faith.  
 
Audience Members: Add virtue to your faith. 
 
C. Elijah Bronner: Add virtue.  Ruth was honorable, she was honorable, and that 

was one of the qualities that caused God to flip the script in her 
life and to bless her life like never before is because of her honor. 

 
 Number two, she was industrious.  Everybody say industrious.   
 
Audience Members: Industrious. 
 
C. Elijah Bronner: Ruth put herself in motion, she put herself in motion.  She was 

willing to do something.  She was willing to take action.  
Someone said that an ant on the move does more than a dozing 
ox.  Peter Marshall said small deeds done are better than great 
deeds planned. 

 
 And so Ruth was industrious.  She was willing to work.  She was 

willing to work.  So God can only bless what you do.  He can only 
bless what you do.  He can’t bless what you plan to do.  He can’t 
bless what you intend to do.  He can’t bless what you said you 
were going to do.  God can only bless what you do.  He can only 
bless what you do.  And so Ruth was industrious.  She was 
willing to work.  

 
Look at Ruth Chapter 2, look at verse 17.  Ruth 2:17.  I want you 
to see her work ethic.  “So she gleaned in the field until even, 
and beat out that she had gleaned.” 

 
 Now, one of the other verses lets us know what time she got 

there.  She got there early in the morning and she gleaned until 
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late in the evening, and she was beating it out.  So she was a 
hard worker.  She had a strong work ethic.  She had a strong 
work ethic.  So she was industrious.  So her life speaks to us to 
be productive, to be productive. 

 
 And here is something that happened.  Here is where God began 

to flip the script in her life when He saw her industry, He saw 
her honor.  I want you to see, when He saw she was willing to 
take action.  In Ruth, Chapter 2 look at verse number 3, Ruth 
Chapter 2, look at verse number 3, and notice what it says, “And 
she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: 
and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto 
Boaz”.   

 
Notice that word, her hap, hap means happened, she happened 
or happenstance.  She just happened to end up in Boaz’s field.  
But I want you to know, this wasn’t happenstance.  This was 
providential by God.  This was God’s direction having her in the 
right place, at the right time, to meet the right person. 

 
 See, when you are on the move, the Bible says that God orders 

our steps.  He orders the steps of a good man, but He can’t order 
if you are not taking any.  He can’t order steps that you are not 
taking.   

 
00:14:58 
 

So Ruth, she first put herself into action.  She put herself -- she 
busied herself.  She was productive.  She had industry about 
her, and God saw that and so He was able to order her steps.  So 
He put her in the right place at the right time.   

 
 Now, when you start moving, when God is ordering your step, I 

want you to know that more will open up to you than you 
originally set out for.  Ruth set out just to get something to eat 
for her and her mother-in-law, but she bumped into her 
husband.  Glory to God!   

 
Women, you all didn’t hear, I said she bumped into her husband.  
And he was a rich man.  He was a rich man.  Notice she wasn’t 
going out to get a husband.  She was just going out, putting 
herself in motion, doing what she needed to do.  She was 
busying herself, being productive in the industry.  God directed 
her steps. 
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 So when you get into motion, I want you to know that God will 

lead you and you will end up with more than what you set out 
for.  God will lead you to more than what you set out for.  She 
set out to get food, but bumped into her husband.  Glory to God!   

 
Some of you all need to go out to eat today.  You need to go out 
to eat today.  She set out to get food.  See, there is power when 
you are industrious.   

 
 King Saul, before he was King Saul, he was simply working for 

his dad, and one day his dad’s cattle had gotten away.  And so 
his dad said to his son Saul, he said, hey, go find our sheep, go 
find the cattle, they have escaped. 

 
 Saul left, being busy, working, industry for his dad.  While he 

was going to get the cattle he bumped into, here is that hap 
again, happenstance.  Here is a providential rule of God.  He 
bumped into a prophet who anointed him to be the King of 
Israel.  He was just going to get his dad his cattle.  He was just 
going to get his dad his sheep. 

 
 Folks, when you set out, when you put yourself in motion, God 

will order your steps, God will give you more than what you set 
out for, God will give you more than what you set out for.   

 
Folks, when your heart is right before God, when you love God 
and honor God, folks, God will have you to bump into your 
destiny, he will have you to bump into your destiny.  He will put 
you in the right place, at the right time, to meet the right people. 

 
 Industry, she had honor, she had industry.  She had honor, she 

had industry. 
 
 Number three, she had a loving, caring attitude, a loving, caring 

attitude.  Mother Teresa said, she says the most enduring 
impact you can have on earth is how you treated other people.  
That’s the most enduring impact you can have on earth is how 
you treated other people. 

 
 Ruth treated other people the way that she wanted to be treated 

herself.  She was willing to serve.  She was willing to do for 
others.  She had a loving, caring attitude, a loving, caring 
attitude. 
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 Number four, she was submitted and obedient.  She was 

submitted and obedient.  Now, Naomi here, her mother-in-law 
is, in this particular instance, Naomi is a type of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives, because Naomi was giving direction, she was 
leading, she was guiding, and so she is an Old Testament type of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

 
 Look at Ruth Chapter 3, look at Verse 5.  I want you to see how 

submitted and obedient Ruth was to her mother-in-law.  Look at 
Verse 5, Ruth Chapter 3, “And she said unto her, All that thou 
sayest unto me I will do.” 

 
 Folks, that’s an attitude for us to be submitted and obedient to 

the Holy Spirit.  When God trumps us to do something in our 
lives or the written word gives us instruction, it will have that 
quality of being submitted and obedient to God’s leading and His 
instructions, His Word to the Holy Spirit, to His council, to His 
guiders.  He will lead us in the way that we should go. 

 
00:19:52 
 
 The Bible says I am the Lord that teacheth thee to profit.  I lead 

you in the way to profit.  God says I will always lead you in the 
best way for your life.  But here is the caveat, if we will listen, if 
we will obey, if we will submit ourselves.  She readily submitted 
and was obedient and type of the Holy Spirit.  Here is number 
five.  She didn’t complain and she wasn’t negative. 

 
Now, that’s a powerful, powerful attribute, because she had a lot 
to complain about.  She lost her husband, she is still a young 
woman, she lost her husband, so she could have been angry at 
God.  Why did you take my husband? She could have been angry 
at God.  She never once complained.  She never once was 
negative. 

 
 Now, here she is stuck with her mother-in-law, how many of you 

know that’s something not to complain about?  She could have 
complained.  Man! Don’t laugh too loud.  She could have 
complained about her mother-in-law, she never complained.  She 
was never negative and she never complained. 

 
 Now, here she was.  I will work in all day long taking care of her 

mother-in-law.  She could have got angry.  She could have 
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looked in there and said, (00:21:15) living right here. (00:21:18) 
you eaten.  She could have had an attitude.  She could have had 
an attitude because Naomi was just sitting home waiting to see 
what Ruth would bring home every day.  (00:21:33) had a 
serious attitude.  She never complained.  She was never 
negative.  What an attitude.  What an attitude.  What an 
attitude.  What you focus on expands in your life. 

 
 Ruth understood that principle, so she didn’t focus on anything 

negative and she did not complain, because she understood that 
what you focus on expands in your life. 

 
 Here is number six, and I am going to give you number six and 

number 7 because I am out of time. 
 
 Number six, she remained faithful.  She remained faithful.  

Proverbs 28:20 says, “A faithful man shall abound with 
blessings.”  Any area that you want to be blessed in, simply be 
faithful in that area.  I don’t care what the area is, the principle 
works. 

 
 If you want to be blessed at work, be faithful at work.  You want 

to be blessed at home, be faithful at home.  It doesn’t matter 
what the area is, the principle works.  Proverbs 28:20, “A 
faithful man shall abound with blessings”. 

 
 Ruth was faithful.  She was faithful to her mother-in-law, she 

was faithful to her work.  She was faithful, she was faithful in 
all that she gets.  She was faithful to her commitment, and as a 
result she abounded with blessings. 

 
 Number seven, the final thing.  Ruth expected to be blessed.  

She expected to be blessed.  She expected to be blessed.  Even 
though she has suffered the loss of her husband and had lost of 
the -- and had all this pain, so she realized that life wasn’t over, 
and she expected something good to happen in her life. 

 
 She trusted God to bring something good to bless her life.  And 

so she had a strong favorable expectation, and she believed in 
her expectancy.  She spoke her expectancy and she acted on her 
expectancy.  She spoke favorable things over her life.  She told 
Naomi.  She says, look here.  I am going to go out and I am going 
to find favor and I am going to be blessed.  What an outlook on 
life.  I love her favorable expectation.  She had a great outlook 
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on life.  She wasn’t bitter.  She wasn’t still focused on the hurt 
and the pain.  She was focusing on the glorious things that God 
had for her. 

 
 Folks, your life isn’t over.  Your life isn’t over.  God still has good 

things in store for your life.  He still has good things.  He still 
has good things.  She believed her expectancy, she spoke her 
expectancy and she acted on her expectancy. 

 
 And so, those are just seven things that we gleaned from the 

gleaner, Ruth.  She ended up marrying Boaz.  He became her 
Kinsman-Redeemer.  Boaz in the Old Testament is a type of 
Christ.  He paid the price to redeem Ruth, just as Jesus paid the 
price to redeem us.  And he is the Old Testament Christ Boaz.  
He married Ruth and Ruth ended up being the grandmother of 
the greatest King who ever lived, King David was her grandson. 

 
00:25:03 
 
 Praise God! Praise God!  God can turn it around, God can turn it 

around.  God can turn it around.  God can turn it around.  God 
can turn it around.  God can turn it around.  Praise God! 

 
 Those are the seven keys, seven keys for you to be blessed.  

Seven keys for you to be blessed in life if you will adopt those 
seven traits into your life.  I declare today that God will turn it 
around and bless your life as well. 

 
 Let us pray.  Father, we love you and bless you.  We thank you 

so much, God.  Father, I thank you for these wonderful people.  
Thank you for blessing their lives.  Thank you for turning it 
around, God.  Thank you for doing wondrous things beyond our 
hopes and dreams.  Thank you for these seven traits we learned 
from the life of Ruth.  Lord, help us to employ them and to live 
them out, of virtue with life.  A life of honor and character, Lord 
God. 

 
 May we be pleasing in your sight, God, and -- and we thank you 

for causing us to Lord, to bump into our happenstance.  Let us 
hap to be in the right place at the right time and to meet the 
right people. 

 
 And it’s in Jesus’ name we pray, let every heart say Amen! 

Amen! Amen! Amen! Amen! 
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[Applause] 
 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, ‘7 Keys To A Blessed Life’ by C. Elijah Bronner.  
This message is #7596, that’s #7596.  To listen to over a 1,000 
free messages or to send this message #7596 to a friend, go to 
BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
 Listen to BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother, you 

need the Word. 
 
[Music] 
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