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C. Elijah Bronner: Get busy living and loving because you don’t have forever. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 2 of 

the message titled “Make it Count” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7612.  That’s 7612.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:21 - 00:00:50) 

 

Female: And now for 7612, “Make It Count, Part 2.” 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

 We welcome all of you to today’s broadcast.  Thank you for 

tuning in. Those of you watching by television or joining us 

online at brothersoftheword.com.  Well, I would like to read just 

a little humor.  A little girl and a little boy were at a day care 

one day and the girl approaches the boy and says, “Hey, Tommy, 

you want to play house?”  He says, “Sure.  What do you want me 

to do?” The girl replies, “I want you to communicate your 

thoughts.”  “Communicate my thoughts,” said a bewildered 

Tommy.  “I have no idea what that means.”  The little girl 

smirks and says, “Perfect.  You can be the husband.” 

 

We’ve been starting a little series on “Make It Count” taken 

from -- you can open your Bibles.  We’re reading from Ephesians 

5:15-17.  And I’m actually going to be reading from the 

Amplified Bible, so it’ll read a little differently than what you 

have.  Ephesians 5:15-17.  When you get there, say “Amen.”  

Ephesians 5:15-17 and from the Amplified Bible it reads, “Look 

carefully then how you walk.  Live purposefully and worthily 

and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but as wise 

(sensible, intelligent people), making the very most of the time 

(buying up each opportunity), because the days are evil.  

Therefore, do not be vague and thoughtless and foolish, but 

understanding and firmly grasping what the will of the Lord is.”  

Another translation says: “Don’t live carelessly, unthinkingly, 

but make sure you understand what the Master wants.” 

 

And we’re talking from the subject, “Make It Count.”  Make it 

count.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Make it count.”  Make it 

count, this part two.  And we’re talking about as He describes 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7612.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7612.mp3 

the way we live.  So, we’re talking about making your life count, 

making this year count, making each day count and He lets us 

know that we have an option in how we live our lives and 

whether or not our lives will have any purpose if they don’t have 

any lasting impact whether to make a difference or whether it’d 

be a pointless, random, haphazardly lived life.  And He warns 

against the latter and He says to live wise, intelligent, sensible 

with purpose.  And we’ll get into that further along in the series 

but He tells us -- this text primarily tells us three things.  

Number one, it tells us to examine our lives.  And that’s we 

would be started talking about last time, taking inventory of 

your life, to examine your life, to reflect upon your life. 

 

Socrates said the unexamined life is not worth living.  And so, it 

is so vitally important to have a time of reflection to analyze our 

lives to ask ourselves what we are doing, where we’re going, 

what have I learned, what have I gained, what are the lessons, 

what were the good things, what were the bad things, where can 

I improve, who have I helped, have I made a difference, am I 

representing God well?  I think when some people get to heaven, 

God is going to say, “Well done.”  When other people get to 

heaven, God is going to say, “Well?”.  And so, we don’t want to 

waste the opportunity.  We’ll have one shot at this life.  So, live 

it well. 

 

00:05:03 

 

That’s what the writer is saying.  We only have one shot in this 

life.  This is not a dress rehearsal.  This is the real thing.  We’re 

going through this life and wouldn’t it be something to stand 

before God when you get to heaven and God revealed to you 

what you could’ve been and what you could’ve done, the impact 

that you could’ve made while you were here.  You know the 

awesome thought and the prayer that we should have? “Lord, 

help me to do what I will wish I had done when I stand before 

you.  Help me to become who you wanted me and who you 

purposed for me to become.”  That should be a prayer from our 

heart every day.  But think about the awesome thought to stand 

before God and he reveals to us what we could’ve done, who we 

could’ve become. 

 

Mark Twain wrote something.  He said, “A man died and met 

St. Peter at the gates of heaven recognizing the saint’s 

knowledge and wisdom.  He wanted to ask him a question.  “St. 
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Peter,” he said.  “I have been interested in military history for 

many years.  Tell me, who was the greatest general of all 

times?”  Peter quickly responded, “Oh, that is a simple question.  

Is that man right over there?”  The man looked where Peter was 

pointing and answered, “You must be mistaken.  I knew that 

man on earth and he was just a common laborer.”  “That’s 

right,” Peter remarked.  “But he would have been the greatest 

general of all time if he had been a general.”  And there’s 

something if we just get to have and have glimpse of what our 

lives could have been, what He planned for us, the impact we 

were supposed to make on this earth.  And thank God, we still 

have this opportunity.  And so, that’s what the first admonition 

that this text gives us is to reflect on your life, examine your life, 

ask yourself these questions.  Have I been a good friend to 

someone?  Have I added value to someone?  Have I 

communicated and demonstrated God’s love to anyone?  How 

does my family feel about me?  And ask yourself these 

evaluating questions, these questions that calls us to just pause 

and take inventory of our lives. 

 

John Maxwell said, he said that success in life is the know, grow 

and sow principle.  It is to know your purpose, to grow to your 

maximum potential and then to sow seeds that benefit the lives 

of others.  Everybody say, “know, grow and sow.”  That is such a 

fitting definition of true success to know your purpose, grow to 

your maximum potential and then sow seeds to benefit the lives 

of others.  Make your life count and so we have this opportunity 

to take inventory, to examine our lives.  We need to ask 

ourselves what changes do I need to make?  What changes do I 

need to make? 

 

Let me give you the “three Ps of change.”  The three Ps of 

change.  Number one, change is personal.  Everybody say, 

“Change is personal.”  I need to change.  Point to yourself and 

say, “I need to change.”  It’s personal.  It’s personal.  You’re not 

worried about anyone else.  It is personal.  I need to change.  

You’re the only person that you have full 100% control over.  

You’re the only person that you have full 100% control over.  Let 

me read something that was on the tombstone there in these 

words were inscribed on the tomb of an Anglican bishop in 

Westminster Abbey.  He said, “When I was young and free and 

my imagination had no limits, I dreamed of changing the world.  

As I grew older and wiser, I discovered the world would not 

change, so I shortened my sights somewhat and decided to 
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change only my country.  But it too seemed immovable.  As I 

grew into my twilight years in one last desperate attempt, I 

settled for changing only my family, those closest to me.  But at 

last, they would have none of it.  And now, as I lie on my 

deathbed, I suddenly realize if I had only changed myself first 

then my example, I would have changed my family.  From their 

inspiration and encouragement, I would then have been able to 

better my country and who knows, I may have even changed the 

world.”  So, change is personal.  Point to yourself again and say, 

“I need to change.”  I need to change.  I need to change.  Change 

is personal.  The second P of change is, change is possible.  

Change is possible.  Say, “I am able to change.”  I am able to 

change. 

 

00:10:01 

 

Sometimes, we’ve done things for so long the same way and 

where in such a deep rot, we feel hopeless.  Like you can’t teach 

an old (00:10:10) new tricks, that’s what we’re thinking.  And so, 

sometimes we think there’s just no way possible of changing but 

it’s never too late.  It’s never too late to change.  I read a story 

about a woman who was 96 years old graduating from college.  

She said, “It’s not too late.”  She got her degree in history.  She 

got her degree in history and was offered a job as a historian.  

She was surely old enough to know the history.  I don’t even 

think she needed the course or -- she was just going by her 

memory.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “I am able to change.”  

I am able to change.  Change is possible.  Change is possible.  I 

am able to change.  And the good news, I am able to change.  I 

am able to change.  No matter where you are right now, no 

matter what you’re stucking, no matter vices or the bad habits 

or the complacency of the rot that you’re may be in, ended a 

wonderful thought to know, “I am able to change.”  I am able to 

change.  I am able to change.  I am able to change. 

 

And sometimes, we have to, you know, the Bible says in 

Hebrews 10:24, the Bible says that we have to provoke one 

another to love in good works.  So, sometimes we have to 

provoke one another.  Then that word “provoke” means to 

insight, means to stir up or to rouse, to stimulate, means to 

spur.  You know, when a cowboy is running a horse, he’ll spur 

that horse to make it get going.  And so, that’s what Bible says.  

Sometimes, we have spur one another.  Turn to your neighbor 

and say, “Watch out.” So, sometimes we have to spur one 
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another unto love and unto good works.  So sometimes we have 

to provoke one another to help each other change.  You can 

provoke.  Some people can be provoked to change.  God actually 

did that in the Book of Jeremiah 13:22.  He provoked the people 

to change.  He told the people that they could change.  He said, 

“You all could change just as quickly as leopard could change 

their spots.  He says basically you can change and what he was 

doing, he was using psychology.  He was provoking them.  A lot 

of times when somebody tell you, you can’t do something, that 

provokes you to do it, and that provokes you to do it.  And so, 

sometimes we have to be provoked to change.  You have to 

provoke sometimes people to change. 

 

There was a man and he became a billionaire and he said the 

reason he became a billionaire is because his sister-in-law told 

his wife that he would never be anything.  And he said he took 

his sister-in-law’s picture and put it on his wall by his desk.  

And said he looked at that picture and that’s what provoked him 

to succeed. He said he wouldn’t quit.  He said he worked around 

the clock and every time he got tired, he looked at her picture 

and he go right back to work.  She provoked him to change.  She 

provoked him to change.  So, sometimes, you have to have a 

motivator to provoke you to change.  And so, that’s what the 

Bible says, to provoke one another, to love and to good works 

and the Bible admonishes us to insight, to spur one another, to 

love and to good works.  So, sometimes we have to be provoked 

to change. 

 

And then the third P of change is, change is profitable.  Say, “I 

am rewarded by change.”  I am rewarded.  I’ll be rewarded by 

change.”  You know, the greater the change, the greater the 

reward.  So, change is personal to us and also change is 

profitable and also change is possible.  So, I am able to change.  I 

am able to change.  I am rewarded by change and most 

importantly, I need to change.  I need to change. 

 

Now, here’s some reasons that we have trouble changes.  Here’s 

some reason we have trouble change.  Number one, is fear.  All 

change involves lost.  You know, you lose what you’re used to 

doing.  And so, the fear of losing what you’re used to cause us 

people not to want to change because they don’t want to go out 

until the unknown because they are comfortable with what they 

have.  They want to change want to change.  They don’t want 

you to mess with their routine.  But John Maxwell says 
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something.  He said, you have to give up to go up.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “You have to give up to go up.”  You have to 

give up to go up.  And so, fear is something that gives us trouble 

changing. 

 

Number two, is laziness.  Change takes effort.  Change takes 

energy.  Some people says, it’s too hard to change.  And 

therefore, they don’t want to change.  So, laziness keeps us from 

changing. 

 

Number three, is pride.  Some people say, “I don’t need to 

change.  I’m perfect just the way I am.  I’m already all right.  I 

don’t need to change.”  So, pride keeps us from changing. 

 

Number four, is ignorance.  Sometimes, we are unaware of the 

options and the avenues that are available for change. 

 

00:15:03 

 

So, sometimes it’s just ignorance.  You just don’t know that that 

scholarship is available.  You don’t know that grand is there.  

There was a man who died in the alley and when the police 

discovered his body, he had leather belt around his waist and 

they took the belt off and inside the belt was a zipper.  They 

unzip the belt and there was $25,000.00 cash in the belt.  The 

man who was wearing it didn’t know it.  And because he didn’t 

know it, he was unable to change his situation.  He died of 

starvation with $25,000.00 around his waist.  So, sometimes we 

failed to change because of ignorance.  Because we simply don’t 

know. 

 

Number five, sometimes we don’t change because of 

procrastination.  I’ll change later.  I’ll do it later.  That keeps us 

from change. 

 

Number six, is rebellion.  Sometimes, we may know we need to 

change but we just fled out and refuse to change.  I know I need 

to change but I’m just not changing.  That’s rebellion. 

 

And number seven, is when there are no goals, when there is no 

vision, when there is no purpose, when you’re not living a 

purpose filled life and that’s why this text talks about living 

purposefully, living purposefully.  And so, when there are no 

goals, no vision, no purpose, there’s nothing bigger or better to 
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do, so you see no need to change because there’s nothing to 

strive for.  And so, that also prevents us from changing.  And so, 

that that’s the first thing that Ephesians 5 talks about in that 

text tells us to examine our lives so that we can make the 

necessary changes, to take inventory, to reflect on life. 

 

Number two, it talks about valuing our time, valuing our time.  

He uses the word redeeming the time, making the most of every 

opportunity, buying up each and every opportunity, making the 

most of time, taking each opportunity.  So, it lets us know time 

is precious and not to waste it.  I love this quote.  It says, “Don’t 

brood, get busy living and loving because you don’t have 

forever.”  Now, brewed is weary, is guilt, is complaining, is 

anger.  All of these things are waste of time and that’s really 

what the quote is saying.  When you’re blaming, when your 

soaking of a past, hurts, when you’re thinking about anything 

that makes you sad, mad or angry, that’s a waste of time.  So, it 

says, “Don’t brood, get busy living and loving because you don’t 

have forever.”  You’re wasting time.  Turn to your neighbor and 

say, “Don’t brood.  Don’t brood.  Get busy living and loving.  Get 

busy living and loving because you don’t have forever. That’s a 

waste of time.”  Those ill, emotions, they are a waste of time. 

 

Now, here’s some common time wasters.  We talked about we 

waste time with laziness or procrastination or other distractions, 

we can fritter away our time watching television, internet, social 

media and all these things, we can just waste times. 

 

I read something interesting.  This is based on the average 

lifespan.  They said the average lifespan will spend 20 years of 

your life sleeping, 20 years of your life sleeping.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Wake up.”  Twenty years of your life is spent 

sleeping.  Six year of your life is spent watching television.  You 

want to gain more time?  You want to redeem the time?  Cut 

back your television time.  Five years of your life will be spent 

getting dressed, getting dressed, shaving, putting on your 

makeup.  Five years of your life.  So, you want to redeem the 

time, learn to cut back.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Get 

dress a little quicker.”  Listen, lay your clothes at out night.  Lay 

your clothes out at night.  You got to learn to save your time.  It 

adds up over time.  We spend three years waiting for other 

people.  Three years of our lives is spent waiting for other 

people.  We spent one year of our lives own the phone and 

probably another year playing (00:19:18).  We spent four 
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months, this is funny, tying our shoes.  It’s four months of your 

life is spent tying your shoes.  Buy some slip-ons.  Minister 

Stephanie is showing you her slip.  Buy some slip-on, it would 

save four months of your life.  We spent six years of our lives 

standing in line, standing in line.  Not to mention the traffic.  

My God, we probably spent 10 years of our lives.  We probably 

spent 10 years of our lives driving in traffic.  But you know, as I 

thought about that God has so much more for our lives than 

that.  Those are trivial things that fritter away our lives.  They 

fritter away our lives and the Bible says, “Redeem the time.”  I 

want to teach you how to live more accurately, how to live more 

precisely, how to live more purposefully where your life counts, 

where it makes a difference, when you make an impact, where 

you know your purpose, you grow to your maximum potential 

and then you begin sowing seeds to benefit others. 

 

We’ll pick up next time in Part 3 of “Make It Count.”  Let me 

give you this since we are still dealing with time.  It’s just really 

interesting article that was in Forbes magazine and it’s called 

“Five things successful people do before 8:00 a.m.”  Five things 

successful people do before 8:00 a.m.  And it listed a host of 

CEOs and other notable political figures and one thing they 

began to notice with these were some of the common traits that 

these successful people all had, things that they did before 8:00 

a.m. 

 

Some of the people that the article mentioned, people like 

Margaret Thatcher.  She arises at 5:00 a.m.  The CEO of Disney, 

he arises at 4:30 a.m. Frank Lloyd Wright, the famous architect, 

he arises at 4:00 a.m.  These are five of the most common 

elements found among successful people things that they do 

before 8:00 a.m.  Number one, they exercise.  Number one, they 

exercise.  Number two, they plan their day.  They map out their 

day.  I want you to see that they live very purposefully.  They 

don’t live haphazardly and that’s exactly what Ephesians 5 talks 

about.  Not living haphazardly, not just letting, you know, your 

life blow with the wind but to live on purpose, to live with 

intention, to do things intentionally and that’s what we would 

get into next week.  But number two, they plant their day.  They 

map it out.  Number three, they eat a healthy breakfast.  

Number four, they use visualization and they think about their 

day, they think about how things will turn out, they think about 

their future et cetera.  And number five, they make their day 

top-heavy; meaning, that they tackle the most difficult tasks and 
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assignments first, the most important things, the most urgent 

things.  They get that out of the way first, the most difficult 

assignments.  So, those were the five things that successful 

people do before 8:00 a.m. and I’m not saying that those are 

things that we necessarily have to do but I’m just saying that 

there are some things there that we can definitely glean from, 

we can learn from and incorporate into our own daily routine. 

 

Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen to this entire series on 

“Make It Count” absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it 

to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers 

of the Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 2 of 

the message titled, “Make It Count” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7612. That’s 7612.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7612 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:23:13 - 00:23:20) 

 

00:23:20 
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