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C. Elijah Bronner: If you want your life to be better you have to become better. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 3 of 

the message titled “Make It Count” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7613.  That’s 7613.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:19 - 00:00:47) 

 

Female: And now for, 7613 “Make It Count”, Part 3. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online at brothersoftheword.com.  Thank you for 

joining us and tuning in.  Stay tuned to today’s message, always 

a delight to have you join us. 

 

I would like to read just a little humor.  After she woke up, I 

woman told her husband, “I just dreamed that you gave me a 

pearl necklace for Valentine’s day.  What do you think it 

means?”  “You’ll know tonight,” he said.  That evening, the man 

came home with a package and gave it to his wife.  Delighted, 

she opened it to find a book entitled, “The Meaning of Dreams.” 

 

Well, we’ve been reading a particular text and scripture over in 

the Book of Ephesians 5:15-17.  I’m reading these particular 

verses from the Amplified Bible.  You can read along in the King 

James Version, but I’m reading from the Amplified, so it read a 

little differently, but gives a little bit more clarity and it makes 

it little simpler and easier to understand. 

 

But it reads Ephesians 5:15-17.  “Look carefully then how you 

walk.  Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the 

unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people), 

making the very most of the time (buying up each opportunity), 

because the days are evil.  Therefore, do not be vague and 

thoughtless and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping 

what the will of the Lord is.”  Another translation says: “Don’t 

live carelessly, unthinkingly, but make sure you understand 

what the Master wants.” 
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So, we’re talking from the subject, “Make It Count.”  Make It 

Count, this is Part 3.  We’re talking about make your life count, 

make this year count, make this day count.  And so, we believe 

that we have an opportunity here.  Aren’t you grateful for life?  

Aren’t you grateful for this gift of life that we have been given?  

And that we are in the earth and we have an opportunity to 

make it count.  Thank God we have an opportunity to make it 

count. 

 

I’ve read some powerful quotes about living your life with 

purpose, living your life with meaning, not wasting this chance 

that we have as we to travel through this earth.  I’m going to 

read a few of them to you just to give you some fruitful thought, 

just to make you consider your life.  Remember, we said in this 

particular text in Ephesians 5 is primarily teaches us three 

things.  It teaches us to examine your life.  Number two, it 

teaches us to value your time.  And number three, it teaches to 

live with purpose.  And those are the three things that we’ve 

been covering and we’re talking about, examining your life, 

valuing your time and living with purpose.  And as a part of 

examining your life, I just want to share some quotes with you, 

just to give you fruitful thought, happy to slow down and just 

going to consider under what is really all about.  Here’s some 

powerful quotes I came across that I just want to share.  This is 

something that Haddon Robinson said.  He said, “You will invest 

your life in something, or you will throw it away on nothing.” 

 

J.C. Watts said, “We can be marked from the past or we can 

make a mark on the future.” 

 

And I like this one Leo Rosten said.  He said, “The purpose of 

life is not to be happy. The purpose of life is to matter, to be 

productive, to have it make some difference that you lived at 

all.” 

 

00:05:02 

 

And here’s something I love, this one is George Washington 

Carver.  He said, “No individual has any right to come into the 

world and go out of it without leaving behind him distinct and 

legitimate reasoning for having passed through it.”  No one has 

a right to come here and live without leaving behind a reason for 

you having traveled this way. 
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Those are just some thoughts I wanted to share with you as we 

do with the first part on examining your life.  Taking the time to 

really take your life in the focus and examine your life to really 

ask yourself, “What changes do I need to make?”  Because as we 

make changes in our lives and become better, I’m trying to say 

this a certain way, if you want your life to be better, you have to 

become better.  And as we make changes in our lives to become 

better, our lives become better and as a result, we are able to 

make a more indelible mark on the world.  And so, as we 

harness the power that God has given and disciplined ourselves 

and really reach our full potential, then we blossom and we 

become a gift to the world.  But it takes discipline on our part 

and some determination on our parts, some commitments on our 

part in order to reach the potential that God has put in us so 

that we can be the full blessing that he intents for us to be while 

we’re here. 

 

And so, we have the awesome opportunity to make a difference.  

People are in desperate need of what you have.  People are in 

desperate need.  The world is in desperate need of what you 

have.  And you have the opportunity to make a mark.  You have 

the opportunity to make a difference.  You never know the lives 

of the people that you come into contact with every day.  You 

never know whose destiny you have the ability to affect, whose 

life you have the ability to affect. 

 

I was with a gentleman today and he is a gentleman that he 

actually does my lawn service and I was talking with him and 

he said, “I don’t if I’ve told you this, but my son committed 

suicide few moths ago.”  And I thought about, it really stunned 

me because I know his son very well.  In fact, his son used to 

service my yard and it just stunned me and I thought back and 

I’ve just thought to myself, “Man, I have a lot of opportunities to 

talk with that young man.”  And I could have shared -- you 

know, it just made me examined myself, I could’ve shared more 

with him if I’d just slow down a little bit.  I could have impacted 

his life, maybe I could have saved him.  Maybe I could have 

shared Christ with him or done something.  And it made me 

realized the pivotal situations, and the times and the 

opportunities that we have to affect somebody’s life that we’re 

not even aware of.  And it makes you careful how you live.  It 

makes you careful how you seize every moment, seize every 

opportunity because you never know how God wants to use you 
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to touch a person’s life, to change a person’s life to make a 

difference, to make it count. 

 

And so I was somewhat sad by that because I felt like I should 

have taken more time if I would have just slow down a little bit 

and maybe I would have noticed, maybe I would have listened or 

-- you know, as I just began kind of searching myself, “Lord, 

what is that I could have done and how did I missed that, how 

did I missed that?”  So, I was actually sort of beating myself up, 

but it just made me realized the impact, the purpose, the 

meaning and the focused that we can have the determination 

that are different that we can make our lives count.  We can 

make our lives count.  And so, I just began thinking about in 

examining my life. 

 

Well, we talked about examining your life and the next thing 

that this text admonishes us to do is to value our time, to value 

our time, to value our time.  Say, “Value our time.”  Value our 

time.  Our time, we talked a little bit about valuing our time on 

last time and I just want to share somethings with you, some 

good things to spend time on.  Some good things that you can 

put in your life to spend your time on.  Some good things to 

spend your time on.  So that we don’t waste time.  So that we 

don’t fritter away our time.  Time is so value and you can look 

up, and you just fritter away hours in a day that you could have 

been done something productive, could have been done 

something that would have made a difference. 

 

So, I just want to give you about, I don’t know, maybe six or 

seven things, some high value uses of your times.  Some value 

uses of your time. 

 

00:10:00 

 

Number one, time with God, time with God.  That’s the high 

value use of your time.  Time spent in prayer, time spent in the 

word, time spent in meditation, time spent in praise and 

worship; but time spent with God, time spent with God, that’s 

the high value use of your time.  Time spent with God.  When 

you spend time with God, change is inevitable, change is 

inevitable when you spend time with God.  So, time spent with 

God.  That’s the high value use of your time, high value use of 

your time. 
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Number two, time spent in thinking, planning, strategizing, 

time spent with ideas.  That’s the high value use of your time.  

Time spent thinking, time spent thinking.  A lot of people don’t 

think deliberately.  They don’t take timeout to think.  But that’s 

the high use of your time.  You’ll be surprised what you come up 

with if you just think.  If you take time to think.  You do it 

intentionally, on purpose.  Take time to think.  So, time in 

thinking, time in planning, planning, planning.  There’s really a 

process in life that we’re supposed to follow the -- it’s a very 

high-level use of your time, a process which is you first plan and 

then you do, and then you review.  Say that with me, “You plan 

then you do, and then you review.”  That’s the process of life.  

You plan it out first then you do it, and then you go back and 

review it.  When you review it, now, you can see what 

adjustments need to be made, what changes need to be made 

and so that’s the process.  So, you plan, you do, and then you 

review. 

 

 Number three, the high value use of your time is time spent in 

prevention.  Time spent in prevention.  An ounce of prevention is 

worth of pound of cure.  Time spent in prevention is the high 

value use of your time.  So, you know this Pastor Nathaniel, he 

takes a day out of every week to rest.  Now, that’s time.  But it’s 

time well-spent?  That’s time spent in prevention because he’s 

resting, he is renewing, he is rejuvenating himself, he’s 

recreating himself.  So, even though it seems like he’s doing 

nothing, it’s actually time well-spent because that is time in 

prevention.  If you don’t take time to rest, you will be forced to 

take time to rest.  If you don’t take time to rest, you’ll be forced, 

you’ll be forced to take time to rest.  And so, that’s time in 

prevention.  And trust me, you don’t want to get your rest in the 

hospital.  That’s not good rest in the hospital.  That’s not good 

rest.  You don’t want to get to rest in the hospital.  So, you want 

to take time in prevention.  Everybody say, “Time in 

prevention.”  Time in prevention.  So, when you’re resting, 

taking time to rest or exercise.  Those are things, that’s the high 

value use of your time, you’re using that for prevention.  

Preventive measures. 

 

 My wife, she makes fun of me all the time because sometimes 

when I’m talking to her on the phone, I’m making a 30-minute 

drive to go get me some (00:13:37), and she just can’t 

understand.  And she’s like, you know, “Why would you waste 

all of that gas and all of that time to go way across town and get 
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some (00:13:46)”.  Well, I understand what I’m doing, that’s time 

spent in prevention.  I’m not wasting time.  And that’s time 

spent in prevention.  An ounce of prevention is worth of pound of 

cure.  And so, time spent in prevention.  So, I always just fun to 

my wife I said, “Honey, I rather be driving 30 minutes to get the 

(00:14:07) than driving 30 minutes to see a doctor, which I have 

a doctor’s appointment because there’s somethings wrong in my 

body.  So, I’d rather spend the time in prevention than on the 

other hand of that.”  And so, time spent in prevention, that’s 

time well-spent.  Time spent in prevention; that’s time well-

spent. 

 

 Number four, time invested in relationships.  Time invested in 

relationship.  When you’re spending time with your significant 

other, your spouse, your kids or your parents or good friendships 

or mentors, that’s the high value use of your time.  That’s the 

high value use of your time, that’s the high value use of your 

time.  I heard someone say that a very wealthy person, when 

they said this, they said, “Only three things matter and they all 

begin with F.  The only three things matter in life, they all begin 

with F.”  He said, “Your faith, your family, and your friends.” 

 

00:15:06 

 

 And he said when it all (00:15:07) down, that’s all that really 

matters in life.  Your faith, your family, and your friends.  That 

was a millionaire who was on his death bed and he had made 

millions of dollars, he had lost it, he made it again and lost it 

again, made it again; he kept doing that but he finally made and 

he was now dying.  And he called his son do his bed side.  He 

said, “Son.”  He said, “Don’t merely make a profit, make a point.  

Make your life count.  Make a difference.”  He understood what 

was really important in life.  So, number four, is time spent 

invested in the relationships. 

 

 Number five, a high value use of your time is things that help 

you grow, things that add value to you.  You want to keep 

improving, you want to continually search for ways to keep 

learning, growing and improving.  There was a Spanish 

composer, he’s a cellist by the name of Pablo Casals and in the 

final years of his life, a young reporter asked him.  He said, “Mr. 

Casals, you’re 95 years old.  You’re the greatest cellist that ever 

lived.  Why did you still practice six hours a day?”  And Casals 

replied, “Because I think I’m making progress.  I think I’m 
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making progress.”  So, always continue time spent in things that 

help you to grow, things that add value to you.  Keep improving, 

continue to search for ways to keep learning and growing. 

 

 Norman Vincent Peale, one reporter asked him, he said, “Mr. 

Peal, of all your great success, what do you attribute your 

greatness to?”  And he said, “I have attributed to two things.  

Number one, my relationship with God and number two, I never 

lost my curiosity.  I never lost my curiosity, in other words, I 

always learning new things.  I always on the cutting edge, I 

always keeping out with the time, I always changing, I always 

challenging myself, always improving, always exploring new 

ideas, always expanding my horizons.”  He said, “I never lost my 

curiosity, my relationship with God and I never lost my 

curiosity.”  And he attributed those as the two major factors for 

his success in life.  His relationship with God, he never lost his 

curiosity. 

 

So, ask yourself, what do you going to do different this year?  

Ask yourself, what can I do different this year to stretch myself?  

What can you do different this year to stretch yourself mentally?  

What can you do differently this year to stretch yourself 

physically?  What can you do differently this year to stretch 

yourself spiritually?  Never lose your curiosity, never stop 

improving, never stop growing.  Always expose yourself to 

excellence, always expose yourself to excellence.  Tryon Edward 

said, he says, “People never improve until they look to some 

standard or example higher and better than themselves.”  

People never improve until they see something that’s better 

than themselves.  They see someone operating on a higher level 

than themselves.  And so, always expose yourself to excellence.  

Read great books, read great books, listen to great CDs, audio 

programs, watch some great DVDs, attend great events, visit 

some great places, meet some great people because you always 

want to expose yourself to excellence and that’s the high value 

use of your time. 

 

 Number six, I’m just giving you some keys, some value uses of 

your time.  Number six, to get used of your time is things that 

add value to others.  Things that add value to others.  Tim 

Lavender, he said this, he said, “Greatness has nothing to do 

with being exceptionally intelligent, rich, famous or politically 

successful.  It’s about being a person who exerts positive 

influence on others.  A personal greatness is a matter of 
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unlocking your potential and then using your potential in such a 

way that it overflows into other people’s lives to generate a 

positive result.”  And then something that Sir Wilfred Grenfell 

said, he says, “The service that we render to others is really the 

rent that we pay for our room on this earth.  It is obvious that 

man himself is a traveler and that the purpose of this world is 

not to have and to hold but to give and to serve.”  I thought that 

was interesting.  That’s the interesting perspective.  Albert Pike 

said this, he says, “What we have done for ourselves alone dies 

with us, but what we have done for others and the world 

remains and is immortal.” 

 

00:20:12 

 

What you do for yourself, that dies with you; but what you do for 

the world, what you do for others, that lives on out into eternity 

forever.  So, that’s the high value use of your time to add value 

to others.  That’s number six. 

 

 And number seven, the final one we will cover today.  Number 

seven, is time in preparation, time spent in preparation, time 

spent in preparation.  Sarasate, the greatest Spanish violinist of 

the 19th century was called a genius by a famous critic.  And in 

reply to this, Sarasate declared genius.  For 37 years, I have 

practiced 14 hours a day and now they called me a genius.  Time 

spent in preparation.  Time spent in preparation is the high 

value use of your time.  You know, I begin to realize that once 

again, we can make a greater impact when we are better 

disciplined, when we are better focused, when we are more 

productive with our lives and the greater impact when God can 

grow us, I mean God has put some things in us to impact the 

world, but they will never release, they will never be fully 

realized if we don’t develop and be good stewards over what He 

has put in us.  And it takes determination, it takes commitment 

and it doesn’t just haphazardly happen.  That’s what I begin to 

seek.  You know, I had never thought about this in this manner 

until I begin to see it.  You know, I realized when we start 

talking about living with purpose, you discover that Apostle 

Paul was very -- and I had never like him and like, this is 

(00:21:59) he lived very intentionally.  He lived very 

intentionally.  It just it never crossed my mind that these men of 

God lived that way because, you know, these were fishermen 

and you know, Paul was a (00:22:11).  So, I’m thinking these 

were just haphazard guys, happy-go-lucky guys.  That’s not the 
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case at all, especially not with the Apostle Paul.  And there’s a 

reason he accomplished more than all of the other disciples put 

together.  He wrote two-thirds of the new testament, he 

established all of the new testament churches, he’d literally turn 

the world upside down.  And I began to looked it and wonder, 

“Why?  How?”  And I’ve realized because he lived intentionally.  

He lived on purpose.  He lived with definite aim.  Yeah, he had a 

whole different drum beat than the other guys because he lived 

to more focused life.  He lived to more focused life, he lived to 

more determined life.  He said, “I run to the goal with purpose in 

every step.”  I run to the goal with purpose in every step. 

 

 Men, he had said things like, “To live is Christ.”  He had such a 

targeted way in which he lives his life.  To live is Christ.  To live 

is Christ.  His goal was to convert anybody and everybody that 

he came into contact with.  He was so alive with purpose and 

mission that even when they put him in prison, he wasn’t 

thinking about being whipped, he wasn’t thinking about the 

stocks and bonds that they had him in, he was busy to trying to 

figure out how can I get this soldier who arrested me?  How can 

I get them to know Christ?  I’m excited.  Oh, men, I’m excited, 

I’m excited.  This is good, I never saw this until I start digging 

into it and I said, “Lord, I see what you want us to be living 

more discipline here.  You want us to set goals and I began to 

understand, why you want us to set goals?  Why you want us to 

grow?  Why you want us to develop?  Because You want to 

harness something.”  Because when we harness our lives, we 

become more powerful for the kingdom of God.  Oh, and that’s 

an exciting journey. 

 

Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen to this entire message 

series on “Make It Count.”  Make your life count, make this year 

count, make this day count.  You can listen to these series 

absolutely free of charge and you can also email it to a friend.  

Thank you for joining us today at the Brothers of the Word, 

because brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part three 

of the message titled, “Make It Count” by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7613.  That’ 7613.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7613 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 
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brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:25:10 – 00:25:17) 

 

00:25:17 
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