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C. Elijah Bronner: How many of you know life is a gift?  Each day is a gift, each 

moment is a gift that we have been giving and so, we want to 

make it count. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com, this is Part 4 of the 

message titled, “Make it Count” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7614.  That’s 7614.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:23 - 00:00:51) 

 

Female: And now for, 7614 “Make it Count” part four. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online at brothersoftheword.com.  Stay tune to today’s 

message.  Certainly, delighted to have you tuned in today. 

 

 Well, I would like to read just a little humor came across this 

week.  On his way out of church, Frank stopped at the door to 

speak to the pastor.  He asked, “Would it be right for a person to 

profit from the mistakes of another?”  “Absolutely not”, replied 

the pastor.  “In that case, I wonder if you would consider 

returning the hundred dollars I paid you to marry me and my 

wife last July”, said the young man. 

 

 Well, today, we’re doing Part 4 of series entitled, “Make it 

Count.”  Make it count.  We’re talking about making your life 

count, making this year count, making today count.  How many 

of you know life is a gift, each day is a gift, each moment is a gift 

that we have been giving?  And so, we want to make it count.  

Leo Rosten, he said, “The purpose of life is to matter, to be 

productive and to have and make some difference that you live 

at all.”  I like another one that says, Myles Munroe said, “The 

greatest tragedy in life is not death but life without a reason.”  

Life without a reason.  And an anonymous writer said, “An 

unused life is an early death.”  Unused life is an early death.  So, 

we’re talking about make it count for your life to have meaning, 

purpose, significance.  When we don’t allow or make our lives 

count, we have robbed somebody of the treasure that God has 

put it us.  God has put His glory on the inside of us and He 
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wants to express His glory through us to be a blessing to the 

world.  And so, when we don’t use our lives in a productive 

manner to make it count, we’ve literally robbed someone in the 

world who needs what God has graced us within the inside of us.  

And so, we have this mandate to make a difference, to make our 

lives count.  One way that you can really make your life count.  

I’ve encounter this over the last couple of weeks and that is to 

care about people, to care about people.  I was particularly 

targeting certain individuals and I was on purpose just giving a 

little attention.  I was caring for them, I was taking their need 

and make it a personal to me and you’d be surprised of the 

response.  I got one man told me.  He said, “You will forever 

have a place in my heart.”  It was just the kind act I had share 

with him something that blessed him physically in his physical 

body.  And he said, “You’ve changed my life.”  He said, “You will 

forever have a special place in my heart.”  I had about seven 

people over the last couple of weeks where I just kind of 

purposefully took interest in them, God interested in their pain 

or their situation and decided to make a difference.  Some of 

them with just small gestures, but just showing that I care.  

People don’t know how much you care.  People don’t care how 

much you know until they know how much you care. 

 

 So, caring about people is so important.  I like when writer 

Norman Vincent Peale said, that he said, “The man who lives for 

himself is a failure.  The man who lives for others has achieved 

true success.”  So, caring about people is a powerful way to make 

a difference in life.  John Maxwell, I like something he says, he 

said, “You know, you really need people.  You always will need 

people and somebody will always need you.” 

 

00:05:02 

 

 So, in other words, you need people to help you and you will 

have to help people.  And he said, series of things that I really 

like, he said, “Focus on people, focus on people.  Be likable, show 

others that you care, remember everyone’s name, walk slowly 

through the crown and be generous.”  And so, caring about 

people is a powerful way to make your life count. 

 

 Well, we’ve been reading a particular passage over in the 

Ephesians 5:15-17 and I’ve been reading it from the Amplified 

Bible which reads, “Look carefully then how you walk live 

purposefully and worthily and accurately.  Not as the unwise 
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and worthless, but as wise, sensible, intelligent people.  Making 

the very most of the time buying up each opportunity because 

the days are evil.  Therefore, do not be vague and thoughtless 

and foolish, but understanding and firmly grasping what the 

will of the Lord is.”  And I like another translation that says, 

“Take great care then how you live, not thoughtlessly but 

thoughtfully.  Make the best use of your time despite all the 

difficulties of these days.  Know you can’t afford to be reckless.” 

 

 And so, we’re about make it count.  This is Part 4 and from this 

particular passage, we’ve said that this passage says three 

things to us that says, number one; examine your life, examine 

your life.  Do inventory in your life, ask yourself some questions 

for instance what changes do I need to make in my life.  Take a 

look at your life, ask yourself what changes do I need to make in 

my life.  There’s a Chinese proverb that says, “If we don’t change 

the direction we’re going, we are likely to end up where we were 

headed.”  We don’t change the direction where we’re going, we’re 

likely to end up where we’re headed.  And so, number one, this 

passage tells us to examine our lives. 

 

 Number two, it tells us to value our time.  Value our time.  And I 

gave you last time, I gave you, I think about seven high value 

uses of your time.  Time with God, time spent in thinking, time 

spent in prevention, time investing in relationships, time spent 

on things that help you grow and add value to yourself, time 

spent on things that add value to others, and also, we talked 

about time spent in preparation.  So, that’s the second thing.  

So, it admonishes us to examine ourselves, admonishes us to 

value our time. 

 

 And number three, this passage manages us to live on purpose.  

And that’s what we will begin talking among today, living on 

purpose and this is living intentionally.  When you do things on 

purpose, you do things on purpose, you live intentionally not 

haphazardly, not haphazardly, but you do things on purpose.  

Now, I want you to notice, the Bible calls people who live on 

purpose, people who live intentionally.  The Bible actually says 

that that’s wise living, that’s intelligent living, that is sensible 

living.  That’s literally what the Bible says about that.  That’s 

wise, intelligent, sensible living when you put some thought into 

how you live.  When you make plans, when you plan and chart 

your course, you’re putting some thought so the Bible warns 

against thoughtless, careless, reckless, living that calls that 
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foolish.  So, the Bible says, wise, intelligent, sensible living is 

when you live life intentionally, when you live life on purpose, 

when you do things on purpose.  Remember, I said this back in 

Part 2.  We talked a little bit about five things that successful 

people do before 8:00 a.m. every day and you have to go back 

and listen to Part 2; I’m not going back to give you all five but 

we want to get all five.  You have to go back and listen to Part 2 

of this message, “Make it Count.” 

 

But one of the five things that successful people do before 8:00 

a.m. every morning is that they plan their day, they plan their 

day.  See, that’s intentional living, they’re not living 

haphazardly, they’re living their lives on purpose.  So, they plan 

their day out, they know exactly what they are going to do that 

day.  They don’t just wake up and float and know they have 

intentional items on their agenda and they scheduled their day, 

they have their day scheduled on, they plan their day.  And so, 

that’s what the Bible talks about.  When you live on purpose, 

when you live with intention, you do things on purpose, that’s 

wise, intelligent, sensible living.  Now, this speaks to us about 

when you do things on purpose, this speaks to us about knowing 

where you’re going, knowing where you’re going, having a 

specific target, having a specific target. 

 

00:10:04 

 

This is when you’re living on purpose, this is when you’re living 

with intention.  You’re doing things on purpose.  You know 

where you’re going, you know what you’re going to do, you have 

a target.  So, this is living very targeted, it’s targeted living.  The 

Amplified Bible calls it in our text, Ephesians 5:15-17.  The 

Amplified calls it living accurately.  Uses the word “accurately.”  

And that’s implying right on target.  You’re living right on target 

in alignment with your goals and alignment with your agenda.  

That’s focused living.  You’re living accurately, you are doing 

things that are lining up with your goals.  You’re doing things 

that are lining up with your dream, you’re doing things that are 

lining up with your purpose.  That is very focused living and the 

Bible calls that you’re living accurately.  We are to live 

accurately. 

 

 I want you to know there are some of the things we began 

talking about last week.  I began to noticed and the Holy Spirit 

just quickened this to me, the Apostle Paul did much more than 
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all the other disciples combined.  Why is that?  The Holy Spirit 

just quickened this point to me is because the Apostle Paul was 

more focused.  He was more focused, he was more targeted, he 

was more goal oriented than the other disciples.  As the result, 

he did much more than all of the other disciples put together.  

And he even told them one time, he said, “Hey guys, I’m done 

more than how you guys put together.”  So, he said, “You don’t 

want to argue with me because I’ve done it more when you have 

to put together.”  And he wasn’t being boastful but he was 

grateful for the grace of God in his life that he had God whole of 

this revelation.  And his life was so targeted.  God took one man 

literally to shake the earth.  But God can only do that when a 

life is targeted, when it is focused, when it is on purpose, when it 

is live with intention. 

 

 Now, I want to share some statements that he made in scripture 

and you can hear the differentness of his purpose.  You can hear 

it in his -- you can hear it, the vibration that’s in his very being.  

These are some of the things that the Bible says in 1 

Corinthians Chapter 9, I’m reading different translation, so it 

may not be in your King James.  But 1 Corinthians 9:26.  One 

translation says this, the Apostle Paul says it this way, “I run 

with definite aim.”  I run with definite aim.  A place there, it 

says at this way, “I run with a clear goal ahead of me.”  I run 

with a clear goal ahead of me.  And so, this was the way he 

lived.  And so, he talks about not being vague, not being vague 

but having clearly defined goals.  Having clearly defined goals.  

He did live of vague life.  If you have a vague life, any role would 

take you there.  Any role would take you there.  And so, he lived 

a very targeted, specific -- he had a definite aim, he had a 

definite aim.  Now, he had one or two major goals, one or two 

goals.  His first major goal was to know Christ.  And he says, 

“My determined purpose.”  Over in Philippians 3:10.  He said, 

“For my determined purpose--”  I want you to had a language he 

is using, “For my determined purpose is that I might know him.”  

His goal, his target was to know Christ.  That was number one. 

 

 His second goal was to make him known.  This was the main 

purpose of his life; to know Christ and to make him known.  The 

Apostle Paul believed that there were only two types of people in 

the world.  Those who knew Christ and those who need to know 

Him.  That was it.  That’s it.  There are no other kind of people 

in the world.  There are only two types of people in the world.  

Those who know Christ and those who need to know Him.  
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That’s the way Paul’s mind was focused, that’s how targeted he 

was.  That was the goal that he had set that I might know Him 

and make Him known.  That I might know Him and make Him 

known.  Those were the two big goals or the vision that he set 

for his life.  That I might know Christ and make Him known.  

And that was it, that drove his life, that drove his life, that 

drove his life.  And so, that’s why he said, “To live is Christ.”  To 

live is Christ.  That was his primary purpose; to know Him and 

to make Him known.  That was it.  To live -- to know Him, to 

live as Christ.  To know Him and to make Him known. 

 

00:15:01 

 

 There was one time and you will find this over in the book of 

Acts chapter 16, the Apostle Paul was in prison and he and some 

of his boys that were with him, they were imprison.  And he, 

Paul and Silas, this was with, you know, the account when they 

were at midnight and they begin to pray and saying praises.  

Well, you know, there was an earthquake and the prison house 

began to shake and the door swung open.  And in the middle of 

that commotion, the guard, I guess he was asleep, he woke up 

and he saw the doors open.  And the guard pulled the sword out 

because he was getting ready to kill himself because he knew he 

was in trouble.  Because he knew those prison doors were 

opened that mean all of the prisoners were out.  And so, he knew 

his life was over.  And so, he just drew his sword and going to 

kill himself.  He must to had a pretty tough balls that he doesn’t 

want to face -- he would rather die than face his -- he knew he 

was in trouble.  Now, you got to rub balls when you know if 

something is going down and you just get it and just commit 

suicide.  So, he just going to take his life.  He said, “I’m not 

dealing with it, I don’t want to face them in the (00:16:05).”  He 

said, “Forget that, I will kill myself.”  That he has a rough 

superior, he knew he was in trouble.  So, he figured suicide was 

better than dealing with what he was going to have to face as 

the result of the prison doors being opened and Paul and his 

boys escaped. 

 

 But I want you to say something, Paul yelled out and said, “Do 

yourself no harm for we are all here.”  And the jailer was, he was 

confused.  I want to say the mission and the purpose of Paul was 

so alive in him.  He was not trying to escape prison.  And the 

jailer came in, he said, “Bring me a light!”  He said, “Bring me a 

light.”  The jailer got a light and he came in and felled down on 
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his knees because he knew the power of God had hit that prison 

and he knew everybody was supposed to be gone.  And so, he fell 

on his knee before the Apostle Paul and he said, “What must 

that do to be saved?”  He bumped into Paul’s ultimate purpose, 

which was to know Christ and to make Him known.  Paul’s 

purpose was so powerful.  He was -- the unsaved jailer just fell 

on his knees because he felt the purpose.  This man could have 

been gone but he’s still here by the power and the grace of God.  

And this thing was so strong and the jailer just he fell on his 

knees because he knew his -- remember he was about to commit 

a suicide a couple of minutes early anyway.  So, he fell on his 

knees, said, “Sir, what do I need to do to be saved?”  Because 

this obviously a God moment here.  And you are obviously on a 

mission and I bet hearing you and your boys praying and 

singing and, you know, you’ve been talking about this Christ.  

And for this to happen and for you to still be here out of respect 

and honor and integrity.  With this kind of power, he said, “Sir, I 

want to know your Lord.”  He fell on his knees.  The Apostle 

Paul said, “All you have to do is believe on Christ Jesus.”  

Believe on Christ Jesus.  And he said, “Not only will it bring 

salvation to you, but it will bring salvation to your entire 

household.”  And so, the Apostle Paul and his boys went home 

with the jailer.  They went home and the jailer opened the door, 

said, “Hey Sue(ph) we got some company.”  And that can you 

imagine Sue coming out to kitchen and looking and seeing 

prisoners from the prison house coming in for dinner.  And I bet 

she said, “Excuse me, negro(ph), can I see you in the kitchen for 

a minute?” 

 

 Men, but Paul led the whole house to Christ Jesus.  And they 

got so excited and Paul went on and baptized all of them.  

Baptized the jailer and his house, and the Bible said the jailer 

got happy.  The jailer got happy, the jailer got happy, the jailer 

got happy.  But this was because his man -- the Apostle Paul 

was living his life by purpose, with intention to know Christ and 

then make Him known.  And everybody around him knew it that 

this man was on a mission to know Christ and make Him 

known. 

 

 Now, the Apostle also -- I want you to just hear, I’m running out 

of time, but the Apostle Paul, he talks about in 1 Corinthian 

Chapter 9.  He talks a lot about, he lived such a different life, he 

literally compared himself to a world class athlete.  He 

compared himself to a world class athlete.  He said, “Athletes do 
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this type of discipline.”  They have strict training, strict 

discipline.  And Paul understood the results that they got.  As a 

result of their discipline, their strict training, their regiment, 

their focus, the work ethic, the perseverance, the sacrifice that it 

took to be a world class athlete, Paul had seen all of that. 

 

00:20:08 

 

 And these were the very principles that he himself had adapted 

to now live for Christ by the same type of regimen.  He has so 

focused himself and so disciplined himself just as if he was 

training to be in the Olympics.  And so, he understood the work, 

he understood the sacrifice, he understood the discipline, he 

understood the perseverance, he understood what it takes to be 

a world class champion. 

 

 Zig Ziglar said, “Study the record.”  He said, “You’ll never find a 

champion who was not disciplined.”  You won’t find it.  Study 

the record.  You will never find a champion who was not 

disciplined.  And so, the Apostle Paul, he understood this and 

men, and so, he sculpted his life in such a strict regiment, 

disciplined, focused that allowed him to change the world. 

 

 God needs us to grow to our full potential because he’s already 

put it there.  So, God already sees you in your full potential.  He 

already knows what He’s put there in you.  So, God never looks 

at you where you are.  God looks at you based on the potential 

He’s putting.  So, He wants you to realize your full potential.  

But you will never realize your full potential without discipline, 

without the work, without the sacrifice, without doing what it 

takes without living a very targeted, focused, determined on a 

purposeful life.  And I got so much more to go into.  I’m out of 

time. 

 

 Those of you who are watching by television, I want you to go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen to this entire message 

series, “Make It Count.”  Make your life count, make this year 

count, make this day count.  You can listen absolutely free of 

charge.  You can also email it to a friend. 

 

 Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 

because brother, you need the word. 
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Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 4 of 

the message titled, “Make It Count” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7614.  That’s 7614.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7614 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com, listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:22:27 - 00:22:34) 

 

00:22:34 
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