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C. Elijah Bronner: You will never possess which you are unwilling to pursue.  

Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word because brother, 

you need the word. 

 

 Those of you watching by television, we welcome you to today’s 

broadcast.  Thank you so much for tuning in and also those of 

you joining us online at BrothersofTheWord.com.  Stay tuned for 

today’s message. 

 

 Well, I would like to read just a little humor, a little girl dressed 

in her Sunday best, she was running fast as she could, trying 

not to be late for Sunday school.  And as she ran, she prayed, 

“Dear Lord, please don’t let me be late.”  “Dear Lord, please 

don’t let me be late.”  And while she was running and praying, 

she tripped on a curb and fell.  Getting her clothes dirty and 

tearing her dress, she got up and brushed herself off and started 

running again as she ran to, once again, begin to pray, “Dear 

Lord, please don’t let me be late.  But please don’t shove either.” 

 

 I like to read a couple of text over in 1 Corinthians chapter 9, 1  

Corinthians chapter 9, 1 Corinthians chapter 9 and I’ll be 

sharing a little bit along the same lines as we’ve been sharing on 

Thursdays and also along the same lines that Pastor Nathaniel 

has been sharing on Sundays on the “Slight Edge.”  And we’ve 

both been sort of sharing similar things concerning habits and 

principles and just little things to help us to be more successful 

to develop our potential in life and to grow to our full potential.  

But 1 Corinthians chapter 9, just like to read the first part of 

verse 26, 1 Corinthians chapter 9, let’s read just the first line of 

verse 26, when you get there, say “Amen.”  And it simply reads 

you can read it with me.  I therefore, so run not as uncertainly.  

Another translation says, I run with a clear goal ahead of me.  I 

run with a clear goal ahead of me.  And also, in Philippians 

chapter 3, Philippians chapter 3 verse 13 and 14, Philippians 

chapter 3 verse 13 and 14, you can read those too with me, and 

it reads there, “Brethren, I count not myself to have 

apprehended; but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 

which are behind and reaching forth unto those things which are 

before, I press toward the mark that were marked there is 

translated in the Greek as the word goal.  I pressed toward the 

mark or the goal for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus.”  So, in the first text it says, “I ran with a clear goal 

ahead of me.”  Here he says, “I pressed toward the goal.”  Not 
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looking back, but looking forward and reaching for those things 

that are in front of me.  And I just want to use it as a subject, 

“Pursuing the Goal.”  Pursuing the Goal.  Pursuing the Goal. 

 

 Mike Murdock said that, “You will never possess what you are 

unwilling to pursue.”  You will never possess what you are 

unwilling to pursue.  What are you pursuing?  What are you 

reaching for today?  What are you going toward today? 

 

 I recently heard an interesting testimony, it was actually a 

monumental milestone achievement by the life of a lady, by the 

name of Diana Nyad.  Some of you probably saw the new a 

month ago, she’s a long-distance marathon swimmer and she set 

a new world record, she did something that had never been done 

before, something that expert said, could not be done.  Scientist 

said, it was not possible.  She swam from Cuba to Florida 

without stopping, without taking a break, without holding on 

anything.  A hundred and ten miles.  She swam for 53 hours 

straight in the water, in the dark, in the cold, stung by jellyfish, 

without a shark cage.  But yet, she had a goal, she said, she had 

been pursuing this goal for 35 years.  For 35 years, she had 

wanted to achieve that goal.  This was her fifth attempt.  She 

had tried back when she was 28, her first time.  She tried again, 

in her 30s and 40s and 50s and all of those were feudal attempts 

but she refused to give up on her goal as she pursue that goal 

and after age of 64, she swam from Cuba to Florida, without 

stopping, a hundred and ten miles as she’s the first person ever 

woman, man, boy or girl to swim that long and that far 

 

00:05:03 

 

 That’s the power of pursuing a goal.  The power of pursuing a 

goal.  And then she said some interesting things that I took note 

of.  She said that, she developed a mantra as she was swimming 

out there in the dark, in the cold, stung by jellyfish, that would 

have been enough to make most of us stop right there, just one 

jellyfish, nibbling.  If I had to felt a baby jellyfish nibbling, I 

would have poured up.  But she said, she said, one of the 

mantras that she adopted as she was swimming in the dark, in 

the cold, stung by jellyfish, the fatigue, the pain, thinking about 

what the scientist said, it was impossible, expert said, it was 

impossible, she said this mantra ran over and over in her mind 

and it was find a way.  Find a way, find a way, find a way, and 

she said that one mantra is where to kept her swimming when 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7615.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7615.mp3 

she felt like quitting.  Find a way when the jellyfish was 

stinging, that’s what kept her going.  Find a way, when there 

was threat of sharks, find a way, find a way, when she thought 

about what the experts said, it couldn’t be done, find a way, 

that’s what went over in her mind.  Find a way.  Turn to your 

neighbors and say, “Find a way.”  “Find a way.”  “Find a way.”  

And she said, find a way not only applies to her swimming, but 

it applies to all of life, we all encountered difficult situations, we 

all encountered difficult things in life that we can’t bear, that we 

can’t tolerate, that we can’t suffer through but she said, if you 

would just say to yourself, find a way, find a way.  When 

someone has walked out on you, and you don’t feel like life can 

go on.  Say to yourself, find a way.  When you’ve been diagnosed 

with a terminal disease and the doctor said, there’s no hope, just 

say to yourself, find a way, find a way. 

 

I mean, when your child is going astray, and you’re about 

delusion, just say, find a way.  There is a way that you can make 

it through it.  There is a way that you can survive it, there is a 

way that you can reach your goal if you’ll pursue it, if you will 

pursue the goal, if you’ll pursue the goal, if you’ll pursue the 

goal.  Turn your neighbors again and say, “Find a way.”  Find a 

way, find a way, find a way, find a way.  She said these three 

things, when she completed and reached her goal, she said 

number one, never give up.  She says, “Never give up, never give 

up.  Number two she said, “You are never too old to pursue your 

dream.”  You are never too old to pursue your dream.”  Folks, 

you are never too old to start a new dream.  Or to have a new 

goal, you’re never too old.  That was number two.  And number 

three, she said, “You need help.”  She had a team of 35 people, 

who were there to aid and assist where she needed nutrients 

and so forth.  She said, “You need help.”  You need help.  You’re 

never too old, you need help and never give up pursuing the 

goal, pursuing the goal, pursuing the goal, this passage here in 

Philippians chapter 3 verse 13 and 14, when it says, forgetting 

those things that are behind and reaching forward to those 

things that are before, those things that are ahead.  This 

passage says to us let our dreams and goals outweigh our 

memories, let our dreams and goals out way our memories, let 

your dreams and your goals be bigger than your memories, let 

your dreams and your goals be bigger than your memories. 

 

 The apostle said, “I forget those things that are behind.  I 

eagerly reach forward to those things that are ahead of me.”  Let 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7615.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7615.mp3 

your dreams and your goals be bigger than your memories.  

What God has for you is ahead of you.  Turn to your neighbors 

and say that, “what God has for you is ahead of you.”  What God 

has for you is not behind you, it’s ahead of you.  What God has 

for you is ahead of you.  Get that Revelation, what God has for is 

ahead of you, is ahead of you.  The Apostle Paul, he had that 

Revelation, what God has for you is ahead of you.  God, never 

performs his greatest works in your yesterdays, what God has 

for you, is ahead of you. 

 

 Are you spending more time thinking about your past? than you 

are in your future?  No, what God has for you is ahead of you.  

You know, people get so tired of living their lives when there’s 

no meaning and no purpose, and life becomes something that’s 

not worth living. 

 

 I like something that Lou Holtz said, he says, “if you are bored 

with life, if you don’t have a burning desire to get up in the 

morning to do things, your problem is you don’t have goals.”  

Your problem is you don’t have goals. 

 

00:10:05 

 

 Robert Schuller said this, he said, “Goals are not only absolutely 

necessary to motivate us, they are essential to really keep us 

alive.”  They are essential to really keep us alive.  Those 

motivate us.  They motivate us. 

 

 The other day, my little five-year-old daughter, I was trying to 

get her to put her clothes on, because it was chilly and she was 

there with just her underwear on and I was trying my best to 

convince her to put her clothes on.  I tried everything.  I asked 

her, I demanded of her, threatened her, none of that works.  And 

then in (00:10:44) use a little psychology.  And so, I gave her a 

goal, I said, “I’m going to see if you can get your clothes on 

within 100 seconds.”  I said, “I’m not really sure you can.”  Do 

you know she jumped up, ran in the bedroom and she had her 

clothes on in 69 seconds left.  Goals motivate us.  Goals motivate 

us.  Even she didn’t want to do anything if there was no goal.  

What are you reaching for today?  What are you pursuing in 

your life, today?  That makes life worth living?  That gives life 

purpose and meaning?  What is that you reaching for in your 

life?  Goals truly keep us alive.  That’s what Robert Schuller 

said, goals are not only absolutely necessary to motivate us.  
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They are essential to really keep us alive.  That’s actually 

scriptural. 

 

 Proverbs 29:18 says this, “When there is no vision, the people 

perish.”  If there is no vision of God, if there’s no vision for what 

God wants in your life, if there’s no vision of God’s word in your 

life.  The people perish, there’s no hope, there’s no future, and 

life isn’t worth living if there’s no purpose and if there’s no 

meaning.  We literally die. 

 

 I read an interesting study, they were talking about retirees and 

they said, people who retire at age 55, if they are not 

reconnected in some type of goal, or vision, or dream for their 

lives, they will die quicker, than those who retire at 65 because 

the people who will retire at 65, they’re still actively working, 

they’re still engaging, they’re still setting goals and reaching 

more goals and all of these thing.  But the people who retire at 

55, they’ve been off awhile and so, their life becomes 

meaningless and they cannot float through if they don’t re-

engage themselves and actively pursue some dreams and goals.  

Study show that they die a lot sooner than those who retire at 

65.  So, you got to pursue some goals.  You got to pursue some 

dreams, you got have to have something to reach, that’s what 

Apostle Paul said, I’m forgetting what’s behind of me, and reach 

them forward.  I’m reaching forward, I’m reaching forward, I’m 

reaching forward, I’m reaching forward.  And so, you have to -- 

to have something to reach forward. 

 

 I read a study that talked about some retirees has been a 

common fact that they die within three years of retiring.  When 

they don’t have anything to reconnect to.  They don’t have 

anything to -- there was a famous football coach.  I think its 

football or basketball, he was recently fired.  He died within 

three months of being let go and he said the words, he said, if 

I’m release from this team, I won’t live.  Because that was where 

his purpose was.  That was where he had meaning in life, he had 

significance in life, you have to have a goal, you have to have a 

vision, you have to have a dream, you have to have something 

that will makes you want to get up in the morning. 

 

 I love this.  Listen to this.  It said, you got to have something -- I 

can’t find it but I will tell it to you anyway, it said, you got to 

have some sort of exciting, where you can’t hardly sleep.  You 

got to be working on, you’re so excited on your life, when you 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7615.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7615.mp3 

can’t hardly sleep at night because you got a goal, you got a 

dream, you got something in your building, something you’re 

working on.  When was the last time you lost sleep because you 

were so excited over something goal, or some dream, or 

something you build and working on.  I can’t find my quote but 

that quote was burned in my heart.  That quote was into heart.  

That quote was into my heart.  Pursuing the goal, pursuing the 

goal. 

 

 The Apostle Paul, he had goals, he had goals, he had goals, he 

had goals, he had a goal to know Christ and to make him know, 

he had a goal to know Christ and to make him know and this is 

the reason the Apostle Paul did more than all the other apostles 

put together because he had a goal, he has something that he 

was striving for, something he was reaching for, he wrote 2/3 of 

the New Testament, started all the New Testament churches, he 

was the man on the mission.  And notice what he said, I stretch 

reaching, reaching, I reach for those things that imply 

stretching. 

 

00:15:03 

 

 Goals, stretched you.  They stretched you beyond where you are.  

They cause you to stretch and then he said, I pressed, pressed 

lets you know that there was resistance.  That means, that was 

our position, there were times you didn’t feel like doing it but it 

went on anyway.  That means, at times he felt like quitting, he 

pressed, that maybe never time where it wasn’t easy, where it 

was hard.  There were sacrifices that had to be made. 

 

 I wish I can show you a chapter scripture over in 1 Corinthians 

or 2 Corinthians, but it talks about all the trials and perils he 

went through.  He said, “I have worked all the disciples,” he 

said, “I’ve worked all the apostles,” he said, “these men called 

themselves apostles?”  He said, “they called themselves 

apostles?”  He said, “I’ve worked all of them” and he said, “I was 

one who was born out of due time.”  He said, “I was the least of 

the apostles because I persecuted the church.”  I’m the one that 

had a least right to win inheritance, but he said, it’s a grace of 

God.  It’s a grace of God, that I liberate all of them.  I liberate all 

of them.  I liberate all of them.  And he talked about all the 

things he’s done.  He talked about all the things that he’s done 

and he said, (00:16:20) but you all have pushed me.  I’m going to 

do this because he understood it was a grace of God in his life 
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but there was some people who were kind of making light of 

what he had done.  So, he had to just take off his robe for a 

second and said, hold on now, if you all want to talk about 

accomplishment, if you all want to talk about achievement, let 

me tell you when I’m done and he went through, and he told him 

everything he had done.  He told him all the hardships he had 

gone through.  He said, look -- he said, “I’ve been shipwrecked, I 

don’t know how many times.  He said, I’ve been robbed, I’ve been 

mugged.  He said, I’ve been caught out in the wilderness, I’ve 

been hungry, I’ve been frozen.  He said, I’ve been stoned.  Three 

times, I’ve been stoned, I’ve been beaten, I’ve been in prisoned, 

you all want to talk about pursuing a goal?  You want to talk 

about reaching a goal?  He pressed with a mark.  He reminded 

me of the lady who swam 110 miles, it wasn’t easy, it requires 

discipline, it requires sacrifice, it required hard work, you had to 

give up somethings when you are going after a goal, you can’t 

hang out with everybody, you can’t do everything when your 

mind is on a goal, when your mind is on a goal.  His mind was, 

that I’m going to heaven and I’m going to take as many people 

as I can with me.  Everybody that I meet is a candidate to go to 

heaven with me.  That was his life purpose, that was his vision, 

that was his goal and it droved him, it droved him.  You have to 

pursue the goal.  Turn to your neighbors and said, “Pursue the 

goal.”  Pursue the goal, pursue the goal, pursue the goal.  What 

are your goals for Christ?  What are your goals for Christ?  What 

are your goals for Christ? 

 

 Rick Warren said, that there’s going to be two questions, when 

you get to heaven, that God going to ask you, he’s going to ask 

you, he’s going to ask you, number one, what did you do to my 

son Jesus?  And number two, he’s going to ask you what did you 

do with the gifts and talents I gave you?  Pursue the goal.  Turn 

to your neighbors and said, “Pursue the goal.” Pursue the goal, 

Pursue the goal. 

 

 Van Gaile said, life is not worth living without a purpose.  Jesus 

is the purpose that makes life worth living.  He’s the purpose.  

He’s the purpose that makes life worth living.  I believe we 

should have goals for Christ, goals where we want to do for the 

Kingdom of God, goals for God.  I believe we should have goals 

for God, goals for Christ.  Do you remember we had one of our 

revival speakers one year, and he said, he literally set a quota 

for him every week on how many people he would take to Christ 

about?  How many people he will win?  How many souls he will 
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win?  And he said, if he didn’t meet his quota, he would get up at 

2:00 o’clock in the morning and hit the streets because he had 

goals, he had goals for Christ, he had goals for the Kingdom.  I 

think we also should have goals for our personal lives, we should 

have goals for our personal lives, we should have goals for 

Christ, we should have goals for others, what we want to do for 

others, and we will get into a little bit more of this, I’m going to 

continue on this on Thursday night but “Pursuing the goal.”  

Pursuing the goal, pursuing the goal.” 

 

 Those of you watching by television, I’m out of time, I’d like for 

you to go to BrothersofTheWord.com, you can listen to this 

message in its entirety absolutely free of charge, you can also 

email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us today at 

Brothers of The Word, because brother, you need the word. 

 

(00:19:50) 
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