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C. Elijah Bronner: There are a lot of people God wants to reach but he needs some 

people who’s willing to share. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 2 of 

the message titled, “Pursuing the Goal.” By C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7616.  That’s 7616.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:21 - 00:00:48) 

 

Female: And now for 7616 “Pursuing the Goal” Part 2. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word because brother, 

you need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us by 

television and those of you joining at brothersoftheword.com.  

We welcome you delighted to have you.  Stay tuned to today’s 

message. 

 

 I would like to read just a little humor, Ms. Evet sent me this a 

long time ago, but it says, a preacher goes into a bar and says, 

anybody who wants to go to heaven, stand up.  Everybody 

stands up, except for a drunk in the corner, and the preacher 

says, “My son, don’t you want to go heaven when you die?”  The 

drunk says, “When I die, sure.  I thought you were taking a load 

up right now.”  We’ve been talking from the subject, “Pursuing 

the Goal.”  “Pursuing the Goal.”  This is Part 2, Pursuing the 

Goal Part 2.  You don’t have to open you Bible.  We were simply 

using two particular scriptures as a text, 1 Corinthians 9:26.  

You don’t have to turn that, I’ll just give it to you.  It says, that I 

ran with a clear goal ahead of me.  I ran with a clear goal ahead 

of me.  One translation says.  And then Philippians Chapter 3, 

we read Verses 13, 14 and verse 14 the Apostle Paul says, I 

pressed toward the mark and that were mark is translated as 

“goals.”  I pressed toward the goal.  I ran with a clear goal ahead 

of me.  So, we’re speaking from the subject pursuing the goal, 

pursuing the goal, pursuing the goal, pursuing the goal. 

 

 Napoleon Hill, he interviewed thousands of people who were 

considered failures in life.  These are people who are considered 

failures in life.  And he interviewed thousands of them and this 

is what he had to say, he said, “There is no hope of success for 

the person who does not have a central purpose or definite goal 

at which to aim.  98 out of 100 of the people I have analyzed had 
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no such aim.  Perhaps, this was the major cause of failure.”  So 

out of all of the thousands of people he surveyed and 

interviewed, he found that 98 out of 100 had no goal, no purpose, 

nothing to aim, and they weren’t shooting for anything.  And so, 

we understand that goals are vital to our existence.  Vital for us 

to grow, for us to begin to reach our potential and developed our 

potential in life, and so that we can become better and do better 

and achieve more and do more and reach our highest, highest 

potential.  And we said that I believed that we should have goals 

in three particular areas, I believed that you shall have goals for 

Christ, things that you want to do for Christ, things that you 

want to do for the Kingdom of God, things that you want to do 

for God, and so, we should have Kingdom goals, Christ centered 

goals for our lives. 

 

 I recall, Rick Warren, sharing the story about his father, he said, 

when he was on his death bed, he was probably 90 years old or 

so, and they’ve said, that his father kept trying to get out of the 

bed and they kept grabbing his legs, put him back into bed, he 

kept swinging his legs over the side of the bed and he just kept 

doing it and finally he said, “Dad, what are you doing?  Where 

you’re trying to go?”  And his father said, “I want to win one 

more for Jesus.”  He said, “I want to win one more for Jesus.”  

His father, he was goal-oriented.  He was goal oriented for 

reaching people for Christ.  And we too should have goals in our 

lives for people we want to bring into the Kingdom of God.  What 

we want to do for God?  What we want to do for His Glory?  And 

so, everyone, we should have goals for Christ.  What if we just 

had a goal to share Christ with one person a month.  Wouldn’t 

that be something?  That means, over the course of a year you 

would have shared Christ with 12 people at least. 

 

00:05:02 

 

 Say, I’m not asking for anything hard it’s not major, but just 

say, “I just want to make a goal that every month, I would share 

Christ with at least one person.”  Think of the difference that 

makes in how you live the consciousness that it gives you if you 

just how to go to Christ with one person a month?  Or think of 

you said, “I will bring one person to Church with me every 

month.”  Just one, not a hundred.  Just one person, “I’m going to 

bring one person to Church with me a month, just one.”  And so, 

if you have a goal notice that it gives you something to pursue, 

because see there are a lot of people, God wants to reach but he 
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needs some people, who’s willing to share.  Who’s willing to 

share a testimony.  Think you if you had a goal that I’m going to 

share my testimony with one person a month.  Just kind of 

share my testimony what God has done for me.  And so, we can 

have Christ-centered goals, things that we want to do for the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

 We had a lady here and she comes quite often but she was so 

goal-driven where sharing was concern and she was really on 

fire about sharing one of the CDs that we have for which God 

heals CD.  All of the healing scriptures of the Bible set to soft 

music.  We have that on CD, called “Words for Healing.”  And 

this woman was so on fire about God’s word for healing that she 

would come to the Church just about every week, purchasing 

these CDs.  Finally, after I saw her coming so often and buying 

so many, what are you doing with these?  She said, “I am 

sharing these CDs with everybody I come across.”  She said, “I’m 

putting one in the head.” And so, she was just driven, she had a 

goal of reaching people with Christ healing words, with God’s 

healing word.  She wanted people to know that healing was 

available to them.  That God’s word for healing is available.  So, 

she didn’t want anybody to be sick without knowing that healing 

was provided.  That it was a part of God’s covenant.  A part of 

God’s blessing.  And she was goal driven because she wasn’t 

doing this for herself, she was doing this for the sake of Christ 

for the Kingdom of God.  And so, we can have goals, we can have 

goals for Christ. 

 

Also, number two, we can have goals for others, we can have 

goals for others.  I was speaking with one of our members last 

week.  And he told me that, he said, “I used to be homeless.”  He 

said, “I was homeless for about two and a half years.  I slept in 

my car.”  And he said, “As a result of that, I have a burden for 

reaching the homeless.”  He said, “I want to bless the homeless.”  

He said, “I have big vision and goal.”  He said, “I want to do 

some things to transform and to touch the lives of homeless men 

and women and children.”  But see, I loved that, he had a goal 

for others, he had a goal for others. 

 

We have another young lady.  And she is in the process of 

setting up schools all around the world.  She said, “She has a 

goal of putting a school in every impoverished area.”  A 

Christian school for children.  She already has seven or eight 

and she says, “I have goals to, you know, put up three or four 
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more this year”  And so, she has goals for others and so, you can 

have goals for reaching others, goals for reaching others, and 

you know that sort of fits in with goals for Christ when goals for 

others, it’s because Jesus said, “You know, if you do it for the 

least of this, you know, your brother and you’ve done it for me.”  

And so, when you have goals for others, in essence those are 

goals for Christ as well.  So, we should have goals for others, we 

should have goals for Christ. 

 

And then number three, we should have personal goals, we 

should have personal goal.  I want to share this particular 

gentleman.  He has the most interesting life I’d ever heard of.  

Because his goals for his life were so out there, so adventurous, 

so exciting, so vivid with imagination that he is inspiring a lot of 

people.  And so, his name is John Goddard and he tells a story 

that when he was 15 years old, he said that he used to hear his 

father, talking to his friends all the time.  And his father would 

always say, “I wish I had done, and I wish I had done that when 

I was younger.”  And he said, he would always hear his father 

and talk about what he wished he had done and John said, that 

at age 15, he said, “I’ve decided right then, that I was not going 

to make the mistake that my father made.  And get way over 

end in life and wishing I had done things.”  So, he said, at 15, 

“He wrote out a goal list for his life, 127 life goals.”  He wrote up 

a 127 life goals and I’m going to share as many of them with you 

as I can.  I think I have probably 50 and so of it, I’m going to 

share quite a few of them with you.  But they’re just so 

interesting and so vivid and so imaginative.  But these are some 

of his life time goals. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 He had one goal to explore eight of the world’s major rivers, 

including the Nile River, the Amazon River, the Congo River.  

That was one of his goals.  He had another goal to climb 16 of 

the highest mountains in the world, including Mount Everest, 

Mount Ararat over in Turkey, Mount Kilimanjaro, Mount Fuji in 

Japan, Mount McKinley.  Those were his goals.  In fact, they 

said that Mount Fuji in Japan, they said that when you climb 

Mount Fuji that is has different levels.  And they said when you 

get to level five, there’s the line between heaven and earth.  And 

they said that, when the sun rises there, you’ll see the brilliance 

of the sun like no other place on Earth.  And so, these were some 

of his goal. 
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 He had another goal to study primitive cultures in 12 countries 

including the Sudan, Australia, Kenya, the Philippines, Tansia, 

Ethiopia, Alaska, Nigeria, Brazil.  He had another goal to visit 

14 exciting great sights around the world, including the North 

and South Pole, the Great Wall of China, the Panama Canal, the 

Vatican, Taj Mahal, the Eiffel Tower, Ayers Rock in Australia.  

He had another goal to explore underwater six different places 

underwater:  The Great Barrier Reef in Australia, the Red Sea, 

the Fiji Islands, and a few other places that he wanted to 

explore underwater.  He had another goal.  He wanted to swim 

in five of the great lakes of the world.  One being Lake Superior, 

that’s superior to any of the lake.  He had another goal that he 

wanted to photograph five different water falls around the 

world.  One, of course, being Niagara Falls. 

 

He had another goal that he wanted -- now, these lists here, 

these are just things he wanted to accomplish.  These are things 

that he wanted to accomplish.  He wanted to retrace the travels 

of Marco Polo and Alexander the Great.  He wanted to go diving 

in a submarine.  He wanted to learn to fly plane.  He wanted to 

ride a horse in the Rose Parade.  He wanted to land on and take 

off from an aircraft carrier.  He wanted to fly on a Blend, hot air 

balloon and glider.  He wanted to ride an elephant, camel, 

ostrich, and bronco.  I didn’t even you can ride an ostrich.  He 

wanted to dive 40 feet and hold his breath two and a half 

minutes underwater.  He wanted to catch a 10 lbs. lobster.  He 

wanted to learn to play the flute and the violin.  He wanted to be 

able to type 50 words a minute.  He wanted to take a parachute 

jump.  He wanted to learn to water and snow ski.  He wanted to 

go on a church mission.  He wanted to read the Bible from cover 

to cover.  He wanted to learn French, Spanish and Arabic.  He 

wanted to run a mile in five minutes.  He wanted to publish an 

article that would be featured in National Geographic magazine.  

He wanted to write a book.  He wanted to teach a college course.  

He wanted to learn defense.  He wanted to learn jiu-jitsu. 

 

 And so, he has just a wild imaginative series of life goals.  So, he 

wrote 127 life goals when he was 15 years old.  I understand 

now he is about 50 years old.  And they say, that he has 

completed about 115 of those goals.  Out of 127, he has 

completed I believe 115 of those goals.  Wow, pursuing a goal. 

Pursuing.  Pursuing.  Pursuing a goal.  Pursuing a goal.  And so, 

his life was just so inspiring, so inspiring.  And it inspires us to 
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set to set some goals in life.  Set some personal goals.  You know 

we should have some goals of places that we want to explore, 

places that we want to visit, things we want to do, things we 

want to achieve, things want to learn.  We already have some 

goals of legacies that we want to leave.  How do you want to 

remembered?  What do you want to be known for?  We should 

have some goals on what is it that you want to give?  What is 

that you want to give back?  Oh man, he just really expanded.  

Everyone is thinking when we saw a young man achieved these 

many goals and he would definitely reach his 127 goals and he 

would go far beyond that.  Tony Robbins said, that setting goals 

is the first step in turning the invisible to the visible.  Setting 

goals is the first step in turning the invisible to the visible.  

Goals bring reality to our vision.  Goals bring reality to our 

vision. 
 

00:15:02 

 

 You always achieve more when you set goals.  See, there’s no 

way that gentleman would have achieve those 115 life goals if he 

hadn’t set them.  You always achieve more when you set goals.  

You always achieve more.  Robert J. Kriegel and Louis Patler 

said, when someone is pursuing their dream, they’ll go far 

beyond what seems to be their limitations.  The potential that 

exists within us is limitless and largely untapped.  So, you’ll go 

far beyond of what you even think you are capable of when you 

set goals.  They carry you so much further than what you think 

you’re capable of doing.  They remove the limitations from your 

potential.  And so, we do so much more when we set goals.  We 

do so much more when we set goals.  And goals give us such 

specific targets. 

 

 I was reading the life story of another gentleman by the name of 

W. Mitchell.  He had a very fascinating story as well.  

W. Mitchell was a man, he was a handyman in the rail cars in 

San Francisco.  He was one of the grip man in the cable cars in 

San Francisco, and he was in a terrible motorcycle accident.  I 

think a bread truck was coming down one of the hills in San 

Francisco that ran into him into him into his motorcycle.  His 

gas tank was not -- the cap was not on tight.  And there was an 

explosion.  And he was on a severe accident about 6% to 5% of 

his body was burned.  He was grossly disfigured.  He was in and 

out of the hospital about four years.  He lost his fingers in an 

accident.  And he said as he went through all of that, he said, it 
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dawned on him that after having that brush with death, he 

realized there were some things he wanted to do that he hadn’t 

done.  He hadn’t had the time to do so he set some goals. 

 

 He said number one, I’ve always wanted to be a millionaire I 

just never got a run to it.  So, he set a goal.  He set a goal to be a 

millionaire.  He said, number two, I want to be a pilot.  I want to 

learn how to fly.  He said number three, I would like to be the 

mayor of a city.  And he set three life goals, and guess what, he 

started a company.  The company became worth $65 million.  So, 

he became a millionaire.  He learned how to fly, became a pilot 

and he became the mayor of a city in Colorado.  Aren’t goals 

powerful?  Aren’t goals powerful?  When you set goals and you 

focus your whole life pursuing the goal?  You can accomplish 

whatever it is.  Whatever it is that you set for your life.  But 

notice if you don’t have any goals, nothing happens.  You drift 

through life half hassling but there is a way to live like 

intentionally and on purpose.  And it’s through the power of 

setting goals.  It’s through the power of setting goals. 

 

Now, this gentleman, he’s a tough cookie.  Since he became a 

pilot, he had another accident.   He was on a crash landing.  He 

was on a crash landing, and after he pushed everybody out of 

the plane, he got up to get out, he couldn’t move.  And he 

realized he was paralyzed.  And he would become a cardioplegic.  

And he said, well, I used to be able to do 10,000 things.  He said 

nine, I can only do nine thousand.  So, he said, I just 

concentrated on the nine thousand things that I can do.  He -- 

W. Mitchell is quite a character.  He is still inspiring people 

around the world today.  A very powerful individual.  A very 

powerful individual but those who helped us to plan ahead and 

it helps you to create your future in advance. 

 

 Winston Churchill said this, he said, my future will be very kind 

to me because I intent to write it.  Goals help you to lead your 

life as opposed to merely managing your life.  You can lead your 

life on purpose with the power of intention by setting on goals 

and going after those goals.  Goals give us direction.  Goals give 

us direction.  When you know where you’re going in life, it 

makes it easier for you to be able to determine which 

opportunities are in alignment with your objectives.  When you 

know exactly where you’re going, you are able to gauge until 

things that you come across whether or not they fit in with your 

goals or not.  So, goals give us direction.  Every activity that we 
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do in life is either going toward our goal or away from our goal.  

And so, you’re able to measure every activity that you undertake 

and you can ask yourself the question, “Is this taking me toward 

my goal or is this taking me away from my goal?”  And so, goals 

bring great direction and focus into our lives so that we are able 

to discriminately lead and keep unwanted things out of our lives 

that are not taking us toward the mark, not taking us toward 

the goal. 
 

00:20:01 

 

 Let me share this with you then I’m done.  There is something, 

when you have a compelling goal there’s something there’s 

activated in the brain called the reticular activating system, 

RAS.  And when you have a compelling goal that pulls you it 

activates the RAS system in your brain, the reticular activating 

system, and what this does?  This is a mechanism.  This is the 

mechanism of awareness in your brain.  And so, when you’re 

locked in on a goal your brain goes into motion, release in this 

reticular activating system.  And it makes you aware of all the 

opportunities, information, people, resources, anything that you 

come across that relates to anyone of your goals and it alerts you 

to it.  You can notice it.  Anybody ever -- when you get ready to 

buy a car, you pick up the exact car you wanted.  All of a sudden, 

did you notice how often you saw your car on the road?  You saw 

the very car you wanted.  You start noticing.  That’s that RAS 

system because you were locked in, it activated the RAS system 

in your brain and it’s a system of awareness.  And you begin to 

notice the very thing that you wanted everywhere, and that’s 

the way it is without goals.  When you’re locked in on a goal, 

your brain activates RAS system.  It’ll make you aware of every 

opportunity, every person, every piece of information, everything 

that will relate to your goal and bring you into alignment. 

 

 Those of you watching my television, I’m out of time, I want you 

to go to brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen to this entire 

message series on “Pursuing the Goal,” absolutely free of charge.  

You can also email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining 

us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 2 of 

the message titled, “Pursuing the Goal” by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7616. That’s 7616.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7616 to 
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a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 
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