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C. Elijah Bronner: Running away from your problems will never solve your 

problem. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part two of 

the message titled, “The God Who Sees Me.” By C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7619.  That’s 7619.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing 00:00:17 – 00:00:45) 

 

Female: And now for 7619 “The God Who Sees Me” part two. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word because brother, 

you need the Word.  We welcome all of you joining us by 

television and those of you joining us online at 

brothersoftheword.com, certainly delighted to have you tune in 

for today’s message.  Always delighted to have you join us. 

 

 I would like to read just a little humor I came across this week.  

A Bible group study leader says to his group, “What would you 

do if you knew you only have four weeks left before the Great 

Judgement Day?”  A gentleman says, “I will go out into my 

community, administer the Gospel to those that have not yet 

accepted the Lord into their lives.”  “Very good.” says the group 

leader.  One lady speaks up and says enthusiastically, I would 

dedicate all of my remaining time to serving God, my family, my 

church and my fellow man with a greater conviction.  “That’s 

wonderful.” the group leader comments.  One gentleman in the 

back finally speaks up loudly and says, “I would go to my 

mother-in-law’s house for the four weeks.”  The group leader 

says, “Why?  Why would you go to your mother-in-law’s house?”  

He said, “Because that will make up the longest four weeks of 

my life.” 

 

 Well, if you will open you Bibles to Genesis chapter 16.  Genesis 

chapter 16, we’re doing part two of a message we started last 

time.  Genesis chapter 16 and we’ll begin reading at verse 6.  

Genesis chapter 16, we’ll start reading at verse 6 and we will 

read down through verse 13.  We’ll read together in unison.  

Ready?  Read.  “But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is 

in thine hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee.”  And when Sarai 

dealt heartily with her, she fled from her faith and the angel of 

the Lord found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness by 
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the fountain in the way to Shur.  And He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s 

maid, whence camest is thou?  And whither wilt thou go?”  And 

she said, “I flee from the faith of my mistress, Sarai.”  And the 

angel of the Lord said unto her, “Return to thy mistress.  And 

submit thy self under her hands.”  And the angel of the Lord 

said unto her, “I will multiply thy seed exceedingly that it shall 

not be numbered for multitude.”  And the angel of the Lord said 

unto her, “Behold, thou art with child and shall bear a son and 

shall call his name Ishmael, because the Lord hath heard thy 

affliction.  And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against 

every man, and every man's hand against him; and he shall 

dwell in the presence of all his brethren.  And she called the 

name of the Lord that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for 

she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me?  And 

we’re talking from the subject, “The God Who Sees Me.”  “The 

God Who Sees Me.”  This is part two of the God Who Sees Me. 

 

 Hagar was overwhelmed to learn that God took notice of her 

that she mattered.  It made her feel important.  It made her feel 

special.  She felt so insignificant and so unworthy and yet God 

showed up to her.  God observed her.  God noticed her and 

overwhelmed her.  She was just so excited to find out that God 

took notice of her.  And well, you think about the privilege that 

we have.  The ability to have communion and relationship with 

God, we too should be filled with wonder in awe and amazement 

at the fact that we have the opportunity to commune with the 

Almighty God.  

 

00:05:01 

 

You ever thought about that?  We have the opportunity to come 

in to the contact, to speak, to be in the presence of the Almighty 

God.  And that’s something that should always fill your heart 

with amazement and wonder, that little old me, I get to 

commune.  I get to be friends with.  I get to be in covenant with.  

I get to be in relationship the Almighty God.  Folks, that’s an 

awesome thought if you ever think about it long enough.  What 

an awesome thought.  Sometimes you know you take a 

relationship for granted.  And you know Jesus, Oh Lord, that’s 

just you.  And we take that for granted but no, there should be a 

sense of wonder and amazement at all times just to think of the 

fact that our Creator takes time out to spend with us.  We have 

the ability to commune and be in relationship with him.  That’s 

an awesome thought.  
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And Hagar that dawned on her the Creator of all has shown up 

to speak with me?  And it thrilled her heart as she couldn’t 

believe it.  She couldn’t believe it.  She said, “Wow.”  It made it 

feel so special.  Folks, I want you to know, that God does this to 

say to us that you are special to God.  You are special to God.  

Turn to your neighbors and say, “You are special to God.”  “You 

are special to God.”  And that’s why God did this.  He shows up 

to an insignificant run-away servant girl, just to say, “You are 

special to me.”  “You are special to me.”  To say that He cares.  

God cares.  1 Peter 5:7 says that, “God, he cares for us, 

watchfully.”  This is in the amplified Bible says, that he cares for 

us watchfully and affectionately.  He cares for us watchfully and 

affectionately.  So, we’re special to God, He cares.  You will see 

there in verse 8, that He even knew her name.  He said, “Hagar, 

Sarai’s maid.”  God knows your name.  God knows us by name.  

God knows everything about us.  Yet He still accepts us.  He still 

loves us. 

 

God is with us through and this is what He says to us through 

this passage that He is with us through every situation and 

every trial.  He knows everything we’re going through.  He 

knows all about our lives and this is what He makes known in 

this passage.  The Psalm is got the same Revelation in Psalms 

1:39 and he says, “Lord, you know my uprising and my lying 

down.  Lord, you know me.  You know every word in my mouth 

before I speak it.  You know every thought before I think it.  

Lord, you know all about me.”  But in Psalms it just amazed 

him, he said “Lord you know all the intricate parts of me.  You 

know all of my little quirks.  You know my quirkiness.  You 

know all of my little hang-ups and my idiosyncrasies.  Lord, you 

saw me when I was being formed.”  And so, he was so amazed 

how much God knew him and how much notice that God took of 

him.   

 

He said, “Lord, I can’t go anywhere from your presence.”  He 

said, “If I go to heaven you’re there.  Even if I make my bed in 

hell.  Lord, you’re still -- there’s no way I can go.”  He said, 

“Even if I’m in darkness.”  He said, “Darkness will be a light 

unto me because you’ll be there.”  He said, “There’s nowhere I 

can escape you.”  And so, he was just thrilled with this idea that 

God knew him.  God saw him.  God knows everything about us.  

God knows every details of our lives.  Now, I want you to notice 

that, even when we have brought ourselves into distress by our 

own folly, God still doesn’t forsake us.  Hagar, had put herself in 
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this situation.  She’s the one who ran away, she’s the one who 

had the attitude.  She put herself in this outcast situation, but 

even in that situation, even though it was her fault, God was 

still there.  So, God, doesn’t forsake us.  He’s with us.  And that’s 

good news isn’t?  Even when it’s our fault, even in our folly, God 

is still there, He is still there. 

 

 Here’s something else exciting, I found, God still had a plan.  He 

had a plan and a future for her.  God still had a plan and a 

future for her.  She felt despised, rejected, she felt isolated alone 

but God shows up and said, “I still have a plan and I have a 

future.”  Look at verse 10, in verse 10, “And the angel of the 

Lord said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly that it 

shall not be numbered for multitude.’” 

 

00:10:07 

 

 And also, I want to read verse 13 in the Amplified Bible, she’d 

begin to catch on that God still had a plan and He had a future 

for her.  The Amplified Bible in verse 13 says, “So she called the 

name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing.”  

For she said, “Have I not even not here in the wilderness looked 

upon him who sees me and lived or have I here also seen the 

future purposes or designs of him who sees me.”  So, God, 

actually began to reveal her future.  He began to reveal the 

plans that He had for her life.  Isn’t that wonderful news that 

God has a future for us?  God has plans for us.  No matter where 

you find yourself in life, even when you’ve messed up out of your 

own folly, even when you’re in isolated situations, God says, “I 

still have plans and I still have a future for you.”  So, God 

always shows up with good news for us.  So, God sees us.  God 

sees us.  God knows us.  God is with us.  Say that with me, “God 

sees us.  God knows us.  God is with us.”  He sees us.  He knows 

us.  He is with us. 

 

 God delights and I’ve read this actually and I couldn’t remember 

where I read it but it was one translation of the Bible, one verse 

I read but it literally said, “God, delights in every detail of our 

lives.”  He delights in every detail of our lives.  So, God loves us.  

He knows us.  He sees us.  He so intimately involved in our lives 

that God is interested in every detail of your life.  And that’s 

why Hagar was so shocked because she thought she was just a 

nobody and God took time out to let her know she is somebody 

and God delights in every details of our lives. 
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 Turn over to Matthew chapter 10, I’ll show you this in Scripture.   

Matthew chapter 10, Matthew chapter 10, Matthew 10:29 and 

verse 30.   Notice this, Matthew chapter 10:29 and verse 30, 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?  Are not two sparrows 

sold for a farthing?”  Now, a farthing is 1/16 of a dinera(ph).  You 

know, this is a very very small amount.  Sparrows were sold 

valueless that you couldn’t even sell one.  There was no 

denomination to purchase one sparrow, you had to sell two of 

them.  You know, one had no value at all.  It took two just to be 

a farthing which was a copper coin that was worth 1/16 of a 

dinera.  Scripture and the other places lets us know that five 

sparrows would be sold for half a cent.  Five sparrows would be 

sold for half a cent.  So, these were of really really small value.  

But notice what Jesus says, “Now, are not two sparrows sold for 

farthing?  And one of them shall not fall on the ground without 

your father.”  Not one of them.  And so, Jesus took the most 

insignificant.  He took the thing of the least value that they 

could understand.  He said, now you all can’t even sell one bird 

because it’s worth so little.  You had to put two of them just to 

make it worth a farthing.  But he said, “Not even one.”  Not even 

one of them can fall to the ground without your heavenly father 

taking notice of that. 

 

 Now, one of my commentaries said something interesting.  It 

said, “It wasn’t just speaking of death, wasn’t just speaking of 

death and it does speak of death,” so, it is saying that not even a 

sparrow of such small value, not even a sparrow can die without 

God taking notice, God giving consent, God being intricately 

involved even in the death of a sparrow.  But the other meaning, 

this commentary said was that, “Sparrows would light(ph) on 

the ground.”  They would lie on the ground to look for food and 

so forth.”  So, it was saying that a sparrow couldn’t even light on 

the ground to get a kernel of corn to eat without God providing 

the kernel of corn for them to light on the ground.  God takes 

such notice of the sparrow.  He provides the kernel of corn on 

the ground in advance so they would have something to eat 

when they would light on the ground.  And so, Jesus is saying 

now, “Here’s something that’s not even worth a 16th of a dinera, 

yet your heavenly father won’t even let him light on the ground 

without his watchful eye over them.”  And then he goes on to say 

in verse 13, but the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

 

00:15:00 
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 Infinite detail.  He gets down to the tiniest detail of our lives.  

God watches us.  He sees us.  He knows us.  He’s with us to the 

smallest details of our lives.  And so, this is an account of Hagar, 

and Hagar comes into this revelation that God sees her.  God 

sees her.  God sees her.  And so, when she gives birth to Ishmael 

who the angel of the Lord instructed her to name this child 

Ishmael. It’s interesting to note that Ishmael literally means, 

God hears.  God hears.  God hears.  And so, the angel of the Lord 

said, “Name the child, ‘God hears’ because I have heard your cry 

and I have seen your affliction and I want you to know that I 

hear and I see you.”  And that became the revelation that God 

knows us, He sees us, He’s with us, He hears us, He hears us, 

He hears us.  And so, Hagar in this desolate place, running 

away and we learned something from this account.  She runs 

away.  She runs away from her problems.  She runs away from 

her problems.  

 

Running away from your problems, will never solve your 

problems.  And so, the angel of the Lord, he teaches us a lesson 

here in his dealing with Hagar.  He tells her three things.  He 

tells her to return, return, in other words, that means to us, face 

your problem.  Go back to the hard place you just came out of.  

She ran from a hard place; she ran from a hard place.  The angel 

of the Lord said, “No, return.”  In other words, face your 

problems.  Don’t run from your problems.  You’ll never conquer 

anything that you’re unwilling to face.  You’ll never conquer 

anything that you’re unwilling to face.  And so, the first thing 

you said, he said, “Return, go back, go back.”  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Face your problem, face your problem, face 

your problem, face your problem.” 

 

 Number two, he told her to, submit.  He says, “Submit.”  

Submit.”  Go back and submit under Sarai.  Go back and submit 

under Sarai.  Now, he is bringing her to a place of submission 

which was a change of her attitude because she had an attitude 

problem.  And so, in other words, he was saying, “You’re going to 

have to adjust your attitude.”  So, you got to face your problem 

and two, you have to adjust your attitude.  Everybody say, “Face 

your problem then adjust your attitude.”  Adjust your attitude 

towards your problem.  You have to change your perspective of 

your problem.  You have to change your outlook of your problem.  

Change your attitude in a situation you’re dealing in.  So, you 

face your problem, you address and adjust your attitude.  
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And then number three, he was letting her know that God will 

help.  God will help.  So, number three is accept God’s help.  

Accept God’s help.  So, return, face your problem, face your 

problem, change your attitude and God will help.  That’s the 

lesson he teaches us here, by telling Hagar to go back.  Go back 

to your place of assignment.  Go back and finish your 

assignment.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Finish your 

assignment.”  “Finish your assignment.”  Don’t quit because it’s 

hard, finish your assignment.  Face your problem.  Face your 

problem.  Adjust and change your attitude and God will help 

you.  God will help you. 

 

 Ann Landers, she said this.  She said, “When you’re facing a 

problem, hold your head high.  Look it squarely in the eye and 

say, ‘I will be bigger than you.  You cannot defeat me.’”  That’s 

the way you handle your problems.  Don’t run from your 

problems.  Look them squarely in the eye and say, “I will be 

bigger than you are.  You cannot defeat me.  You cannot defeat 

me.”  When something bad happens to you in life, you have three 

choices, when something bad happens to your life, you have 

three choices.  Number one, it defines you.  Number two, it 

destroys you or number three, it strengthens you.  It either 

defines you, it destroys you or it strengthens you.  And so, you 

have to determine which response you’ll have to challenge in 

life.  

 

Will they define you?  Will they destroy you or will they 

strengthen you?  And this is the lesson that the angel of the 

Lord teaches us through Hagar.  Don’t run from your problems, 

this is not a time to have a pity party and feel sorry for yourself.  

No, you go back and you submit, you return.  Face your problem.  

Adjust your attitude.  Change your perspective.  And I’ll help 

you.  I’ll give you the grace.  God will give you the grace.  God 

will give you the grace if you’ll have the courage and if you’ll 

have the courage to face your problem.  And if you will change 

your attitude.  If you will change your attitude to an agreeable 

attitude, God says, “I’ll help you then.  I’ll help you.”  And sure 

enough, God helped Hagar.  He helped Hagar.  Isn’t that 

wonderful to know that God will help you.  God will help you.  

God will help you. 

 

 Those of you watching by television, I’m out of time, go to 

brothersoftheword.com and you can listen to this entire message 
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series on “The God Who Sees Me.”  Thank you so much for 

joining us today at Brothers of The Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part two 

of the message titled, “The God Who Sees Me.” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7619.  That’s 7619.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7619 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

Word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:21:16 
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