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C. Elijah Bronner: Every kind that you do will come back to you. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com, this is part two of 

the message titled, Compassion in Action, by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7622, that’s 7622.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing 00:00:21 - 00:00:50) 

 

Female: And now for 7622, Compassion in Action, Part 2. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word. 

 

 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online at BrothersofTheWord.com.  Stay tuned to 

today’s message.  Always a delight and joy to have you tune in 

and worship with us. 

 

 Well, I would like to read just a little humor that came across this 

week.  “A gentleman was interviewing for a job and he had spent 

all afternoon interviewing for a new job and he began by filling 

out all the papers and the human resources manager then 

questioned him at length about his training and past work 

experience.  His name was Herbert and then he was given a tour 

of the plant and was introduced to the people he would be working 

with.  And finally, he was taken to the general manager’s office 

and the manager rose from his chair, shook his hand and asked 

him to sit down.  “You seemed to be very qualified,” he said and 

we would like you to come work for us.  “We offer a good insurance 

plan and other benefits.  We will pay you $600 a week starting 

today and in three months, we’ll raise it to $700 a week.  When 

would you like to start?”  “In three months.”  Herbert replied. 

 

 We’re looking at scripture, we’ll open the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 

10.  The Gospel of Luke, Chapter 10 and we will read down 

beginning at verse 28.  We will start at verse 28 and we will read 

down through 37. 

 

 Let’s all read together there at Luke Chapter 10, beginning with 

verse 28.  Ready?  Read.   

 

 “And he said unto him, ‘thou his answered right, this do and thou 

shall live.’  But he’s willing to justify himself said unto Jesus, ‘And 
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who is my neighbor?’  And Jesus answering said, ‘A certain man 

went down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among these which 

stripped him of his raiment and wounded him and departed 

leaving him half dead.  And by chance, they came down at certain 

priest that way and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 

side.  And likewise, a Levite, when he was at the place came and 

look on him and passed by on the other side.  But a certain 

Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was and when he saw 

him, he had compassion on him and went to him and bounded up 

his wounds, pouring in oil and wine and set him on his own beast 

and brought him to an inn and took care of him.  And on the 

morrow when he departed, he took out two pants and gave them 

to the host and said unto him, ‘Take care of him and whatsoever 

does spend this more, when I come again, I will repay thee.  Which 

now of these three thinks is thou was neighbor unto him that fell 

among the thieves?’  And he said, ‘He that showeth mercy on him.’  

Then said Jesus unto him, ‘Go and do thou likewise.’” 

 

 And so, we’re speaking from the subject, Compassion in Action.  

Compassion in action, Part 2.  Compassion in action.  This 

particular parable we just read, some scholars believed that, this 

was an actual set of events that occurred, that this was not merely 

a story.  This was not merely an illustration, but some scholars 

believe that this theft and robbery and assault had recently taken 

place and so, it was sort of like in the daily news.  So, that was 

the news there on the headlines. 

 

 And so, some scholars believed that Jesus was actually referring 

to a recent incident that had taken place there on that road from 

Jerusalem down the Jericho.  And so, it’s very likely that, that 

that is the case because that road was a very twisty, windy, road 

that was conducive for robbers and thieves to hide and to position 

themselves, to be able to catch people unaware. 

 

00:05:08 

 

 And so, it is a very real possibility that, that was actually a real 

account, not merely a story but a real account.  And so, we learned 

and I believe Jesus took this opportunity to share valuable 

insights and lessons from real life experiences just as you could 

take our news headlines today and you could really teach some 

real-life lessons and valuable experience. 
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 How many of you know that life is full of lessons?  Life itself is 

full of lessons.  You don’t have to watch a soap opera or you don’t 

have to watch a daytime or nighttime television to see some 

interesting thing.  Life itself is fascinating.  Life itself is a lesson.  

Life has lessons and it teaches us their valuable insights from life 

itself.  Life, sometimes, -- and I love the way this was coined, but 

life is a parable framed on purpose for instruction.  Life itself, 

there are certain thing you go through or encounter in life itself.  

I mean, vivid color, you’re living.   

 

 There are certain things you go through, certain experiences you 

have and those are simply parables that have been framed for 

instruction.  They are lessons for you to learn, they are 

instructions for you to receive from life itself, from life itself.  And 

so, we have to be careful to observe, observe, and learn and reflect.  

This is the power of reflective thinking.  Reflection is when you 

take time to look back to figure out what was the lesson, what was 

the lesson, what was the instruction, what did I learn, what did 

life teach me?  There was a valuable lesson, there are always 

valuable insights if we take the time to reflect on life itself.  And 

so, I believe Jesus might have taken this real-life event to teach 

valuable insights and valuable lessons to us today. 

 

 Now, just to give you a little review of this particular incident.  

We said that, whenever we are faced with confronting the needs 

of other people, whenever we are faced with confronting the needs 

of other people, it brings out various attitudes in us.  So, all of us 

have various responses, we have various attitudes.  Whenever 

you are faced with helping someone.  And so, Jesus use this 

account to make it clear what attitude was acceptable to Him. 

 

 And so, there are lot of different characters in this particular 

account.  There are lot of different characters.  And so, we said 

the lawyer who Jesus was conversing with, he used this account 

simply, he treated the wounded man simply as a topic of 

discussion.  The robbers treated the wounded man simply as an 

object to exploit and use.  The priest treated the man as a problem 

to avoid.  The Levite treated the wounded man as an object 

curiosity. 

 

 Look at verse 32, look at Luke Chapter 10, verse 32.  You will see 

and it says in verse 32, “And likewise a Levite when he was at the 

place came and looked on him.”  So, he actually came over and 

looked at the guy.  He walked over to get a closeup look at this 
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wounded man lying on the road.  And so, he actually came and 

look on him.  So, the Levite treated the man as an object of 

curiosity.  He was an object of curiosity, that was his attitude.  

And the innkeeper where the man taken, he treated the wounded 

man as a customer to serve for fee.  And the Samaritan treated 

the wounded man as a person to love.  And so, each person in this 

account had a different attitude toward the wounded man.  And 

so, likewise, all of us, we are faced with the different attitudes.  

Anytime we are confronted with someone who needs help, what 

will be your attitude?  What would be your attitude?  I think, we 

like the lawyer in this account.  Sometimes, we, too, need to be 

reminded of who our neighbor is, who our neighbor is.  And we 

said last time, that our neighbor is anyone in need.  Our neighbor 

is anyone in need. 

 

 Now, it’s interesting to know that, it was a Samaritan who helped 

this wounded man.  And it’s very interesting because the 

Samaritan people, they had a distinct ethnic and religious 

difference and disparity between them and the Jews. 

 

00:10:03 

 

 And so, the Jews and the Samaritans, they didn’t really interact 

with one another.  The Jews wanted no dealing, they wanted no 

dealings with the Samaritans.  The Samaritans were sort of like 

a second-class citizen to the Jews.  And so, the Jews didn’t regard 

Samaritans as real people because the Jews considered 

themselves to be pure.  They were from the lineage of Abraham 

so they were pure Jews.  The Samaritans were a mixed breed.  

They were a mixed breed.  The Jews in Northern Israel, when 

they went into exile, they intermarried among other people.  And 

so, they had a mixed seed, end up being the Samaritans.  So, they 

were not a pure from their lineage.  So, they weren’t considered 

pure Jews.  And so, the Jews despised them.  They didn’t have 

anything to do with them, they detested them. 

 

 And sometimes, it got as bad as a of hostility and hatred toward 

the Samaritans from the Jews.  And so, you can say that these 

Samaritans here, they were just really hated by the Jews.  In fact, 

you’ll remember another account in scripture where Jesus was 

talking with a woman at the well who was a Samaritan and then, 

the disciples came back and they were shocked to find him talking 

with a Samaritan.  So, this was deep-rooted, this was really deep-

rooted.  And so, I think Jesus uses this incident to also speak to 
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racial prejudices.  He speaks here to racial prejudices and I have 

never quite seen this like this.  He uses this to speak against 

prejudices that we have.  you know, based on certain ethnic 

backgrounds or race or gender or color, whatever.  Jesus uses this 

to address distinctions and disparity when we unfairly treat 

people and label them because of some silly, you know, wall that 

we put up because of some difference.  And so, He uses this.  

 

 And so, when He asked the lawyer who he’s conversing with, he 

said, “Now, which one of this was a neighbor to this man who was 

injured?”  Now, this lawyer was a Jew.  And if you notice in verse 

37, he didn’t even want to admit that it was the Samaritan 

because they hated Samaritans.  Look at verse 37.  Notice what 

he said in verse 37.  He said, “And he said, ‘he that show mercy 

on him.’”  He didn’t even want to say, “It was the Samaritan.”  But 

he couldn’t even bring his mouth to say, ‘Samaritan.’”  He said, 

“It was the one who showed mercy on him, I guess.”  He didn’t 

even want to give credit to the Samaritan because they hated 

Samaritans. 

 

 So, Jesus was showing him his own prejudice.  Jesus was showing 

him his own disparity, he was showing him his own judgement.  

Now, here’s an attorney who came to Jesus to find out how to have 

eternal life.   He wanted to know, “How do we have eternal life?”  

And Jesus said, “You tell me how?”  And the attorney said, “Well, 

based on the law, love God with everything we have and love our 

neighbor as ourselves.”  So, by his own definition he had already 

defined that you have to have love for your neighbor in order to 

get to heaven, but yet he himself hated a Samaritan because of a 

racial difference, because of a distinction.  And so, Jesus used that 

to show him His own prejudice. 

 

 The very thing that he got hang up on, he said himself with his 

own mouth, he said, “Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and 

strength and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Jesus said, “You 

well-said, but now, go and try doing that.”  Go and try doing that 

now, you well-said. 

 

 Now, let’s look at this account again.  Now, notice, when the 

Samaritan comes along, the first he did, he saw him, he came to 

him and saw him.  And so, I would say there’s three steps in this 

progression:  he sees him and then he feels him, F-E-E-L.  He sees, 

he feels him because he’s moved with compassion when he sees 

him and then, he fills him, F-I-L-L.  So, you see, then you feel, 
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then you fill.  He saw him then he feels, F-E-E-L.  He felt him.  

His heart went out to him and then, he filled his need, F-I-L-L.  

And so, we see, we feel, and then we fill.  We see, we feel, and then 

we fill. 

 

 And so, notice that this Samaritan he stopped to help because he 

didn’t know when he, himself might in that condition.  He didn’t 

know when he himself might himself on the side of the road.  And 

so, he stopped to help because he didn’t know when he might 

himself in that same plight himself.  And so, he stopped. 

 

00:15:03 

 

 And I want you get this point; this is a brother point.  “But every 

kind act you do, will come back to you.”  Every kind act you do 

will come back to you.  Every kind act you do will come back to 

you.  The Samaritan realized that, he knew that. 

 

 I was listening to an audio book and the author of this book, he 

said something very interesting and really got my attention.  He 

was a very successful man, extremely successful and he shared in 

the book, he said, “I might not even be here today if it wasn’t for 

my great grandfather.  A kindness that my great grandfather 

showed.”   

 

 And he told a story.  He said, “My father, he was in one of the 

world wars.”  I forgot, I guess it was World War II.  And he said, 

“My father was about to go to battle and they were in this heated 

battle.”  And he said, “My father had been put on the front line of 

the battle.”  Which means, you know, most likely have probability, 

he would have been killed in that battle because he was signed up 

to be on the frontlines of that battle.  But he said, “The day before, 

the day before he said his father was to be on the frontlines in 

that battle, the general called his father into his office.”  And his 

general said to his father, he noticed his name, he said, “I was 

going through the records of everybody of who would be on the 

frontlines tomorrow, your name stood out to me.”  And he said, 

“Are you related to the--” and he called this family name, to this 

name that lives in such and such.  And the man said, “Yes, I am.  

That’s my grandfather.”  And the general said, “Wow.”  He said, 

“Your grandfather who owned the store there in that town used 

to care of my family when they didn’t have enough.  My family 

would be in need and they would come into the store, your 

grandfather will give them groceries without charge and he took 
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care of my family.”  And he said, “Because of that, I’m taking you 

off of the frontline tomorrow.  You won’t be on the frontline.”  And 

so, the author of this book, he said, “My father was pulled off the 

frontline because of a kindness that his grandfather had done.”  

And he said, “I wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t from the 

kindness that my great grandfather did.” 

 

 Folks, “Every kind act you do will come back to you.”  Every kind 

act you do will come back to you.  And I don’t know what form 

may it come, it may come to your grandchild, it may come to your 

great grandchild.  Every kind act that you do will come back to 

you.  

 

 So, this Samaritan, he realized that, he realized that.  I want you 

to know in verse 33, a certain Samaritan as he journeyed, came 

where he was, came where he was.  Jesus comes where we are.  

Jesus comes where we are.  He comes right where we are.  He 

comes right where we are, comes right where we are.  He’s on look 

at verse 33 again, “Came right where he was and when he saw 

him.”  Remember we just finish teaching on a series, The God Who 

Sees Me.  He saw it, he saw, Jesus sees us.  Jesus sees us.   He 

knows us.  He comes right where we are.  Unless you know you 

don’t have to look very far to find the need.  You don’t have to look 

very far.  You don’t have to look very far, he saw it.  You don’t 

have to look very far to find a need. 

 

 Number three, he had compassion and number four, he cared for 

him.  He had compassion then, he cared for him.  He had 

compassion and he cared for him.  Now, the reason why and the 

titles on this series, “Compassion in Action.”  Compassion is not 

simply a feeling, it’s not simply a feeling.  It begins with the 

feeling.  And so, yearning in your bows, your heart goes out, but 

compassion, true compassion always leads to action.  True 

compassion.  Notice the Samaritan’s heart then just go out.  He 

did something, he had action that followed the compassion.  His 

heart went out first, he was moved with compassion then, he 

acted.  

 

 And so, I like this definition that came across with compassion.  

“Compassion is compelling power in the heart that can’t stand 

still.”  Compelling power in the heart that can’t stand still.  And 

so, compassion always causes action.  It always causes action.  

The book of James, we don’t have time to turn that, but James 

chapter 2:16 says, “Don’t just say to somebody who’s in need, be 
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blessed, be warm, be filled.”  James said, that, “That’s dead faith.”  

No, it says, “Your faith has to be mixed with action.”  It said, 

“Don’t just say that, don’t just use your faith to say that.” 

 

 And so, this was what the Samaritan and he not only had 

compassion, but his compassion moved him into action.  So, he 

came where he was.  He saw him, he had compassion and then, 

he cared for him. 

 

(Music Playing)  

 

 Thank God for His compassion.  Thank God for His compassion. 

 

00:20:06 

 

 And so, often that I’m reminded to be merciful to people who don’t 

deserve it because I have to remember God was merciful to me.  

And I didn’t deserve it.  Undeserving all the time yet God is still 

merciful.  God is still merciful.  So, whenever you want to hold 

your mercy back from somebody because you said they don’t 

deserve it.  Just ask yourself a question, “Am I deserving of God’s 

mercy?” 

 

 What if God held his mercy back from use because we were not 

deserving.  Folks this compassion in action is real, it’s real.  The 

whole Bible hinges just on this one commandment.  The whole 

Bible hinges on this one commandment, “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  Love your neighbor.  Jesus brought it down to that one, 

he said, “Two, love God and love your neighbor.” 

 

 But there was one instance in the Scripture, He simply brought 

it down to one.  He said, “Love your neighbor, as yourself.”  Love 

your neighbor as yourself.  Because Jesus said, “When you’ve done 

it unto the least of this at your bretheren, you’ve done it unto Me.”  

You’ve done it unto me, you’ve done unto me.  So, he simply said, 

“Love your neighbors as yourself because when you love your 

neighbor, you are loving Him, you are loving Him.” 

 

 Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

BrothersofTheWord.com.  You can listen to this entire series, 

Compassion in Action, absolutely free of charge.  You can also 

email it to a friend. 
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C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of The Word 

because brother, you need the Word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was part two 

of the message titled, “Compassion in Action” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7622, that’s 7622.  To listen to 

over a thousand free messages or to send this message number 

7622 to a friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com.  Listen to 

BrothersofTheWord.com often because brother, you’ll need the 

Word. 

 

(Music Playing (00:22:05 - 00:22:11) 

 

00:22:12 
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