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C. Elijah Bronner: There’s a reason God doesn’t throw away the clay.  The reason 

he doesn’t throw it away is because he’s invested too much into 

it. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is the message 

titled “Lessons at The Potter’s House” by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7629. That’s 7-6-2-9.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 7-6-2-9 Lessons At The Potter’s House. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, 

you need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us via 

television and those of you joining us at brothersoftheword.com.  

Thank you for tuning in and joining us and worshipping with us 

on today.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  Well, we’d like to read 

a little humour.  This is actually courtesy of my mother.  My 

mother sent me this some weeks ago.  I shared it on this 

Thursday, but I’d say I got to share it again so my mother can 

hear it. 

 

 Some things you have to do for mama.  An old woman was 

arrested for shoplifting at a grocery store and when she 

appeared before the judge, the judge asked what she had taken. 

The lady replied “A can of peaches.”  The judge then asked why 

she had done it.  She replied I was hungry and forgot to bring 

any cash to the store.  The judge asked how many peaches were 

in the can.  She replied six. The judge said, “Well then, I’m going 

to give you six days in jail one day for each peach.”  As the judge 

was about to drop his gavel and give the sentence the lady’s 

husband raised his hand and asked if he might speak.  The 

judge said, “Yes?  What would you have to add?  The husband 

said, “Your Honour, She also stole a can of peas.” 

 

 You all have to thank my mother.  My mother gave me that one.  

My mother gave me that one.  I want to look at it, takes an Old 

Testament in the Book of Jeremiah, one of the major prophets in 

the Old Testament, Jeremiah Chapter 18.  Jeremiah Chapter 

18. And we’ll read together Verses 1 through 6.  Jeremiah. 

Chapter 18 Verses 1 through 6.  When you get there, say Amen.  

Jeremiah Chapter 18 versus 1 through 6. 
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 Let’s begin with verse 1.  Well, the word which came to 

Jeremiah from the Lord saying arise and go down to the potter’s 

house.  And there I will cause thee to hear my words.  Then I 

went down to the potter’s house and behold he wrote a work on 

the wheels and the vessel that he made of clay was marred in 

the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as 

seemed good to the potter to make it.  Then the word of the Lord 

came to me saying, O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as 

this potter?  Saith the Lord, behold as the clay is in the potter’s 

hand, so are ye in my hand O House of Israel. 

 

 And I just want to use as the subject today lessons at the 

potter’s house.  Lessons at the potter’s house.  You will find 

throughout scripture that God used everyday occupations to 

teach spiritual truths that relate to our lives.  Jesus also did the 

same thing.  And you can tell they were father and son.  Jesus 

taught the same way.  Well, he got there from his dad.  That’s 

the way God taught.  So I know this is boy.  So Jesus taught in 

parables, Jesus used everyday occupations.  God used everyday 

occupations to illustrate a truth to share as a spiritual truth 

that relates to our lives and God’s operation and work within 

our lives.  So throughout scripture, you will find Jesus or God 

Himself using occupations.  They use the farmer and so when 

they use the farmer, they taught about the seed and sowing and 

reaping and the process there of the field and the types of 

ground and so forth and so they related that to our lives in God’s 

work in our lives. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 And then you’ll find there in scripture, teaching on the caretaker 

of the vineyard -- the vineyard.  The vine dresser or the 

husbandman and there’s teaching there about pruning and 

bearing more fruit and the vine and the branches and so forth.  

You’ll find the occupation of the silversmith.  And that’s about 

purifying the precious metals and the refiner’s fire and God’s 

role in our lives and so we learn through that and also the 

occupation of construction or the builder.  And Jesus said, “Who 

would build a building without first counting the cost?”  And 

then he also said, “I love this.  I am the chief cornerstone.  I am 

the chief cornerstone. The chief cornerstone, that’s the primary 

stone. That’s the preeminent stone.  That’s the stone that sticks 

out front.  That’s the prominent stone.  You all don’t hear me.” I 

said, “I am the chief cornerstone.” 
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 And so He used these occupations to illustrate divine truths and 

spiritual truths and relate them to our life.  He even used the 

military.  Who joins the military?  He said, “No one can join the 

military and still be a civilian.”  I love the way God and I love 

the way His Son Christ, they use every day ordinary occupations 

to teach divine spiritual truths that relate to our lives and show 

God’s operation and work in our lives. So here in Jeremiah 

Chapter 18, He uses the potter, He uses the potter. 

 

 He uses the potter and God says in Jeremiah, He says, “I have a 

word for you, Jeremiah I want you to give to my people.”  But he 

said, “I’m not going say it to you, I want you to see it.  I want you 

to see it.  I want you to see it.”  Now, that spoke to me because 

God says “Jeremiah, this is not something I’m going to tell you, 

I’m going to show you this.  And it spoke to me and He says, 

“Our lives should be telling people something.  Not us telling 

people something.  People should be able to see our lives and 

hear a message.”  See a message.  Turn to your neighbor and 

say, “What is your life saying” I didn’t say what you’re saying, I 

said, what is your life saying?  What is your life saying? 

 

 The Apostle Paul, he told “Timothy, be thou an example. Show 

this thing, prove this thing out, prove it out.  People today won’t 

prove.  They won’t prove that God is real.  They won’t prove that 

Christianity works.  They want prove.  They want prove and so 

God needs some people to be proved to be living proof.  The 

apostle Paul says, you are living epistles.  You are the only Bible 

that some people will ever read.  What is your life saying?  What 

is your life saying?  And so, this is what he taught Jeremiah.  

“Jeremiah, I am not going to say a word, I’m going to show you a 

word.”  And he sent him down to the potter’s house. 

 

 He sent him down to the potter’s house.  And I want to go to the 

potter’s house with Jeremiah if that’s okay.  Let’s all go to the 

potter’s house with Jeremiah to learn some divine lessons that 

he reveals to Jeremiah and he reveals to all of us concerning his 

operation his work in our lives.  And he shows us this at the 

potter’s house.  Here’s lesson number one we get from the 

potter’s house.  God is the potter.  God is the potter and we are 

the clay.  Now, some people get that confused.  They get it 

backward now.  Actually, in the book of Isaiah Chapter 29 Verse 

16 and also Isaiah 45 verse 9, the people had gotten it backward. 
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They thought they were the potter and they thought God was 

the clay. 

 

 So they were trying to mold God.  They were trying to tell God 

what to do.  They told God their plans what they wanted in the 

prophecy.  You won’t have this all backward.  No, God is the 

potter, we are the clay.  God as the potter, we are the clay.  I like 

one translation.  One translation of those verses says does a 

book say to us author you didn’t write me?  Does a dinner say to 

the woman who cooked it, “You didn’t cook me?  You don’t know 

what you’re doing.”  And so that’s what we are like sometimes 

when we argue with God.  When we questioned God we flip and 

we think we are the potter and God is the clay.  They even got so 

bad as to think that they could do things on their own and they 

thought God wouldn’t find out about it.  They were sadly 

mistaken.  Folks, there’s nothing you can do in the dark that 

God does not know about.  I can meddle right there but I’m not 

go meddle right there. 

 

00:10:07 

 

 I’m going to give you this word of advice, come out of the dark 

places, leave the dark stuff alone.  Because God is the potter and 

he knows what the clay is doing. So God is in control. God is in 

control. God is in control.  The potter has the design. Only the 

potter knows what He is making.  He has the design. He has the 

intent.  He has the person. How could the clay make itself that it 

didn’t even know what it’s supposed to be?  Only the potter 

knows that.  God is the potter.  We are the clay.  We are the 

clay.  God is the potter.  We are the clay.  II Corinthian 4:7 says, 

we have this treasure in earthen vessels.  We clay pots, we are 

clay pots.  But God has put a glorious treasure in us.  His Spirit 

and His word in this light, His love in this world.  He has put a 

glorious treasure and we’re just clay pots so that the glory would 

belong to Him.  He is the potter.  We are the clay. 

 

 Here’s the second lesson we learned at the potter’s house.  Let 

me give you a little background on what’s happening here. When 

Jeremiah got to the potter’s house and what was going on.  Well, 

Israel had literally become a ruined vessel.  The King James 

says marred but that’s translated as ruined.  And so Israel had 

literally become a ruined vessel in His hand, in God’s hand.  In 

the potter’s hand and being marred or ruined that meant it was 

of no use that meant it had fallen apart, that means when the 
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clay pot caves in, it just caves in on itself and so it breaks apart.  

It’s no good.  It’s of no use and is marred, is ruined.  And so God 

was showing Jeremiah, I brought you here because I want to 

show you that I can take a vessel that is ruined, that has caved 

in, that has fallen apart, that is marred, that is of no use, that is 

broken and I can put it on the potter’s wheel and I can remake 

it.  I can reshape it.  I can refashion it.  And once again, I’ll be 

able to use it for my glory. 

 

 And I brought you here to see that.  I brought you here to see 

that.  So this message of the potter’s house is a message of good 

news.  It’s a message of hope.  It’s a message of hope.  Aren’t you 

glad that God doesn’t throw us away when we mess up?  Aren’t 

you glad God doesn’t throw us away when we mess up?  He 

doesn’t give up on us.  He doesn’t give up on us.  He reveals 

himself here as a God of a new beginning.  I’m the God of a new 

beginning.  I can take a ruined vessel.  How many of you have 

ever felt like your life is ruined?  You messed up.  How many of 

you ever messed up?  How many of you messed up?  You felt like 

your dreams were ruined.  Your hopes were ruined.  Your 

marriage is ruined.  You messed up.  Your chances are ruined. 

You messed up in life but the good news is the potter says, “I can 

remake you all over again.  I can remake you all over again. I 

can remind you all over again. I can remake you all over again.” 

 

 Man, that’s good news.  God doesn’t throw us away.  The potter 

could have thrown the clay away but He didn’t.  He didn’t.  He 

said Jeremiah come down to the house, I want you to see 

something.  This potter is working with a ruined vessel but He 

doesn’t throw it away.  He puts in back on the wheel and He 

remakes it to a glory of vessel.  He remakes it.  He remakes it.  

So, I want you to know if you feel ruined right now, don’t give up 

yet.  Don’t quit just yet.  Don’t quit just yet.  There’s a reason 

God doesn’t throw away the clay.  The reason He doesn’t throw 

it away is because He has invested too much into it.  When you 

study pottery, they take their clay through a lot of process before 

it even gets to the potter’s wheel.  It has gone through a lot of 

processing so it’s actually a valuable piece. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 This is actually the best of the best to even make it to the wheel.  

It has gone through some process to even get there.  And so God 

knows He has already invested too much in the year when He 
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created to, when He poured out himself in to you. So he do not 

going to throw you away.  Not going to throw you away.  He’s 

not going to throw you away.  I love this because when He told 

Jeremiah to go down on that house.  He said you got on the 

potter’s house.  And when Jeremiah got there, the potter was 

working on the wheel and had a ruined vessel. 

 

 Jeremiah got there in the nick of time to see what God was 

saying and to see what God was saying, to see what God was 

saying.  And the potter took that vessel.  He took that vessel and 

He remade it.  He remade it.  He knows what’s invested.  He 

knows what’s invested in that vessel.  Now here’s lesson number 

three, when the potter takes the vessel that’s ruined, he first 

takes his fist and he mashes the clay down and he brings it to 

nothing.  This is before he remakes it.  He brings the clay down 

to nothing.  He takes it and smashes it under his fist to bring it 

to nothing.  So sometimes, God has to bring us to nothing before 

He can remake us into something wonderful.  So if you feel like 

nothing today, that’s actually a good news. 

 

 If you feel like nothing, maybe you were under the fists of the 

master potter(ph).  If you feel like you’ve reached the place in 

life of nothingness, nothing is going right.  I don’t have nothing.  

I ain’t nothing.  Maybe you’re under the fists of the master 

potter, because He has to bring the clay to nothing.  He has to 

bring it to nothing before he remakes it.  He has to bring it to 

nothing. 

 

 I think Bishop said this -- he says when you’re down to nothing, 

God is up to something.  When you’re down and nothing God is 

up to something.  When you’re down to nothing, God is up to 

something.  Maybe you’re on the verge of a new beginning.  In 

fact, I’m going to rephrase that, you are on the verge of a new 

beginning.  You are on the verge of a new beginning.  You are on 

the verge of God reshaping you.  You’re on the verge of God 

reforming you.  You’re on the verge of God remaking you and 

filling you with His glory. 

 

 God says, I’ll take the ruined vessel and I’ll make another 

vessel.  He will take the ruins of what’s left, may not have much 

left but God will take the little you have left.  And He’ll make 

another vessel.  The original vessel failed, but God still has a 

plan.  Oh, the original vessel failed but God still has a plan.  It’s 

not too late. 
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 Here’s the fourth lessons, so we learned at the potter’s house 

when the powder takes the clay and sits it on the big stone 

wheel, he has to have it right in the middle of the wheel and if 

it’s not in the middle, he can’t work on it.  In pottery, this is 

called centering.  The clay has to be in the middle of the wheel 

which says to us we have to be in the middle of God’s wheel. 

 

 You’ve got to be in the middle of God’s wheel for God to work on 

you, for God to form something new in you, for God to remake 

you.  You got to be right in the middle of His wheel.  You got to 

be right in the middle of His wheel as the clay has to be in the 

middle of the wheel.  Man, there are some lessons at the potter’s 

house.  This is why God sent Jeremiah down there to learn. 

 

 Here’s lesson number five, on the side of the potter’s station, 

there are two basins of water and before the potter begins to 

shape and mold the clay or even touches it at all.  He first wets 

his hands and the water becomes medium through which he 

uses to communicate to the clay.  Some clay is stiff and hard and 

needs even more water and the water is the (00:19:14) that 

allows the potter to shape and form the vessel to his wheel.  

Well, the water represents God’s word and God’s spirit.  Jesus 

said, “Now are you clean through the words I have spoken unto 

you.” 

 

 He said, “You’ve been washed with the water of the word.”  And 

we know the spirit represents water.  Jesus said all of your 

bellies(ph) shall flow rivers of living water.  So the water 

represents God’s word and His spirit.  So God uses His word and 

His spirit to wet you up.  So that you will being pliable, movable 

in his hands so he can shape you and form your life.  He dips his 

hands in His word and His spirit as He works on your life and 

fashions us into a glorious vessel. 

 

00:20:05 

 

Here’s lesson number six.  When His hands are on the wheel 

and the wheel is turning, He can feel if there is any impurities 

in the clay.  He can feel it.  And if there are any impurities, He 

has to stop the wheel.  He has to stop the wheel so that he can 

purify the vessel before He continues.  And so maybe there are 

some rough edges he has to smooth out.  Maybe we have to 

smooth out our attitudes.  Maybe He has to smooth out our 
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attitudes and our love walk and our relationship with one 

another. 

 

 Then there is something in pottery called wedging.  Wedging 

means you have to mash this clay until you get all the air 

pockets out.  Air pocket says to us.  Sometimes we get puffed up. 

Sometimes we get puffed up and God has to send us through 

things then mash out all the air pockets, our little pockets of 

pride, all the little places where we are puffed up.  Of course God 

has a way of humbling you.  God has a way but all of that takes 

place.  All of that takes place. 

 

 Here’s lesson number seven.  Here’s lesson number seven and 

I’m closing with this.  This is lesson number seven.  It’s a 

beautiful picture.  There was a man and he really wanted to 

study pottery.  So he went to a pottery shop to study from a 

master potter and this master potter took the man to the back 

room and the man who had come for the visit.  He said when he 

walked in that back room it was a horrible stench.  Horrible 

stench and the master potter turned to him and said well this is 

where it all begins. And he said the master potter and knelt 

down on one knee and there was a pit in the ground.  And this is 

where the clay had been trampled and mashed and what was 

being mixed.  It was the marred(ph) clay and he said to master 

potter reached down into this clay pit. 

 

 This is a picture of God when we were in the pit of sin it was 

God’s grace that reached down and scooped us out.  He reached 

down and scooped us out of a pit of sin.  The stench of sin was so 

horrible but this is where it all began.  The master potter 

kneeled down and he reached with his hand of grace to pull us 

out of a pit of sin.  And then the master potter reached in and he 

felt around until he found just the right piece of clay.  He felt 

around in the marred pit until He found just the right piece of 

clay one that would be fit for the assignment. 

 

 Folks that let us know you have been carefully chosen by God.  

You have been carefully chosen by God.  You are not an 

accident.  You’re not a mishap. You’re not haphazardly here.  

The master potter has carefully chosen you for the assignment 

that he has for your life. You are fit for it.  You are fit for it for 

the design that the master potter has in his mind.  He has to 

have the right piece of clay to fit that design.  Folks, you’ve 
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carefully chosen.  Turn to your neighbor and say you are 

carefully chosen. 

 

 You are carefully chosen.  You are carefully chosen.  You are 

carefully chosen.  You are carefully chosen.  Praise God.  Praise 

God.  I pray that you learned something at the potter’s house.  

You learned something at the potter’s house and if we can just 

learn to be like the clay and just submit.  All the clay has to do 

with submit, just submit to the hands of the potter.  Surrender 

your life to God.  That’s what submission is, you surrendering 

your life to God.  There are some areas we hold back from God.  

There are some things we do that we shouldn’t be doing and 

what we’re doing we have to surrender those areas to God. 

 

 And so we’re like a stubborn piece of clay.  That’s the only thing 

that can stop the potter is a stubborn piece of clay because when 

a stubborn he had a lot more work on it.  He has to get the 

mallet out and start beating and pounding it.  He’s going to 

smooth it out.  He’s going to smooth it out.  Well, we all know.  

Now you can word with the word and the water and the spirit, 

you can work with that and be smoothed out.  But if that doesn’t 

work, He does have a mallet.  He does have a mallet and He 

pounded out.  He’ll get it smooth.  He’ll get it smooth.  He’ll get 

it smooth.  He’ll get it smooth. 

 

 Folks you are a glorious vessel waiting to be made by the hands 

of the master potter, by the hands of the master potter, by the 

hands of the master potter.  Don’t be afraid to surrender your 

life to God.  God I want what you want from me.  I want what 

you want for my life.  I surrender all of it.  I’m not holding 

anything back.  God if there is anything you can use, use me.  

You can have any part of me, I am yours I hold nothing back. 

 

00:25:01 

 

 This is the prayer of surrender that the clay needs to make to 

the Potter.  I am just clay in your hands.  I am clay in your 

hands, mold me and make me.  Mold me and make me until the 

glorious vessel that you have for me.  Praise God.  Amen.  Amen. 

Amen.  Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 

because brother you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled “Lessons at the Potter’s House” by C. Elijah 
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Bronner.  This message is number 7629.  That’s 7-6-2-9.  To 

listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7629 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:26:02 
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