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C. Elijah Bronner: God never treats you based on who you are right now.  God treats 

you based on who you will become. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 1 of the 

message titled, “You Can Do It” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7639.  That’s 7639.  Listen to over a thousand 

free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 7639, “You Can Do It Part 1.” 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television and 

those of you joining us online at brothersoftheword.com.  Stay 

tune to today’s message.  It’s always a delight and wonderful joy 

to have you tuned in and worship with us.  Well, we’d like to share 

just a little humor. 

 

There was an airplane, and the airplane had gotten in trouble.  

The engine had gone out, and the pilot knew that the plane would 

crash.  So, he immediately jumped up with the plane on autopilot.  

He grabbed his parachute pack.  He hit it to the back door, and 

there were four passengers.  And he told them the plight of the 

situation.  He said, “This plane is going down, and I’m jumping 

out, and you all need to jump out of his will.”  He said, “However, 

the only problem is there are four of you all and there are only 

three parachutes,” and the pilot, he jumped on out, and he left 

them there. 

 

And so, the four passengers who were there, there was a doctor 

and there was a genius and there was a little boy and there was 

an old priest.  And so, the doctor immediately grabbed one of the 

parachute packs and he said, “I’m a doctor.  I’m a specialist.”  He 

said, “I save lives all over the world.  People need me,” and they 

all agreed that he should have one.  And so, he took one and 

jumped.   

 

The genius grabbed one of the packs.  He said, “I’m the smartest 

man in the world.  This world needs my intelligence.  I’m a rare 

breed,” and he jumped.  And then, there was a little boy and the 

old priest left, and the old priest said, “Son, you take the last 

pack.”  He said, “I’m an old man.  I’ve lived my life, and you have 

your life ahead of you.”  The little boy turned back and said, “No 
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problem, sir.  Don’t worry about it.  There are still two packs left 

for the both of us.”  The old man was appalled.  He said, “How 

could that be?”  The little boy said, “Well, the smartest man in the 

world, he just jumped out with my backpack.” 

 

 Open your Bible if you will to the Book of Judges, the Book of 

Judges.  The Book of Judges, Chapter 6.  The Book of Judges, 

Chapter 6.  I’ve been doing a lot of reading in the Old Testament.  

I’m actually reading through the Bible.  So, I’m reading through 

the Old Testament again, and it is fascinating to watch the 

journey of God’s people and the progression of God’s story 

throughout the Bible.   

 

And after Joshua, the great captain of the Lord’s army, the 

victorious one.  After he died, there is a period where a generation 

appears who don’t know God.  So, all of the wonderful, majestic 

works that God has done with his people have now come to an 

abrupt end because this generation has a rhythm and they don’t 

know God.  So, they go through a period of time where they are 

worshiping other Gods, they are following other things, and God 

is turning them over to their enemies in order to turn their hearts 

back to Him, and this is just a pattern that goes on and on. 

 

 And so, Judges is a little book that pops up in the middle of that.  

And so, during this period, God raises up great deliverers, who 

would deliver His people during these times where the people 

would turn away from God and follow other Gods and God will 

turn them over to their enemies to be ruled by their enemies and 

taken captive, etcetera.  And so, God will raise up these mighty 

deliverers to deliver His people to bring them back anytime they 

would cry out to Him.  So, anytime they cried out to God, he would 

still raise up the deliverer and bring him back. 

 

 And so, reading through Judges, reading through all of the great 

deliverances, one of the highlights -- I would say that there are 

actually two highlights.  One is Gideon, the other is Samson, and 

we will probably study both of them because I’ve enjoyed both of 

them, but they’re the two biggest highlights in Judges as far as 

deliverers that God raises up, and it’s very interesting to know 

with Samson, -- 

 

00:05:00 
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-- God used great power and strength as the catalyst to deliver his 

people.  But with Gideon, it was not so.  God used brains, 

ingenuity, tactic, use ideas, and it was as if God is saying, “I can 

move various ways and you can’t put me in a box.  I can deliver 

you by muscle, or I can deliver you simply by clever idea.”  And 

so, with Samson, he showed his brute strength.  He showed this 

supernatural strength that a man had, and so Samson would just 

rip the gates off the city and carry them on his back.  So, he just 

did a supernatural feat just out of brute strength.  He was a great 

deliverer.  I mean, Samson would go out.   

 

The Bible said Samson went out and he would just kill a hundred 

men without blinking his eyes.  He grabbed foxes.  He grabbed 

300 foxes and tied the tails together, set them on fire, and send 

them through places.  So, Samson was a bad boy, just all by 

himself.  He was an army all by himself.  You’re talking about a 

one man army, but that was God showing his supernatural power, 

might and strength, and he showed it in a physical format 

through a man, but unlike Gideon because God use a completely 

different tactic to show you that you can’t put God in a box.  You 

can’t figure out God.  

 

God is not going to do it the same way every time.  And so, you 

don’t have to worry about trying to copy because that copy may 

not be what God wants to do now.  It may not be what God wants 

to do in this instance.  So, with Gideon, the strategy was brains.    

It was an idea.  He gave Gideon an idea.  He gave him brains.  He 

gave him a strategy and he used that throughout a great 

deliverance. 

 

Let’s read here -- we’ll start with Judges, Chapter 6.  The Judges 

Chapter 6 and Verse 11.  Judges Chapter 6, and we’ll look at verse 

11.  Judges Chapter 6, Verse 11.  When you get there say, “Amen.”  

Well, let’s read from verse 11 down to verse 16, verse 11 through 

16.   

 

Let’s read together in unison.  “And there came an angel of the 

Lord, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained 

unto Joash the Abiezrite, and his son Gideon threshed wheat by 

the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites.  And the angel of 

the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him, The Lord is with 

thee, thou mighty man of valour.  And Gideon said unto him, Oh 

my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? 

and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, 
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Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but now the Lord hath 

forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.  

And the Lord looked upon him.” 

 

Let me give you a little commentary here.  God shows up.  The 

angel of the Lord shows up to get in and he says, you know, “Thou 

mighty man of valour” and, of course, God has a sense of humor 

because Gideon was actually a coward.  He was actually a coward.  

He was hiding.  Gideon was down in a winepress, and he was 

hiding.  He was threshing wheat, hiding from the Midianites, and 

when you’re threshing wheat, you throw out the wheat and you 

take something and throw the wheat up in the air so that the wind 

can separate the chaff from the wheat, and that’s how you thresh 

wheat.   

 

And so, technically, you’re supposed to be, you know, out in high 

areas so that you can throw up and get better wind, stronger 

winds to separate the chaff from the wheat.  But Gideon had 

gotten down in the winepress where there was no wind, and so he 

was down in the hole and if you walk by, all you saw was wheat 

coming up out of the hole.  That was Gideon that in there calling 

himself thresh(ph) of wheat. 

 

And so the angel of the Lord come to assist on top of their hole 

and said, “Oh, you mighty man of valour.  You mighty man of 

valour” because Gideon was afraid.  He was afraid.  So, he was 

hiding down in the hole threshing wheat, and he was doing his 

best, and he was a coward, he was afraid, and so he was hiding 

because he don’t want the Midianites to come and take his food 

and capture him, etcetera.  And so, the angel of the Lord says, 

“Gideon, so the Lord is with you.  You’re a mighty man of valour.  

The Lord is with you.” 

 

And so, the minute Gideon hears about the Lord, Gideon says, 

“Well, if God is with us, why is all the stuff happening?”  Anybody 

ever had that question?  Have you ever had that question in your 

life?  Man, I go to church.  I’m a Christian.  Why is it all this stuff 

happening to me?  And so, Gideon had that question.  So, if God 

is with him, why is it all this stuff happening?  Why is it all this 

stuff happening?  Where is his great deliverances that I’ve heard 

about? 

 

00:10:00 
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C. Elijah Bronner: We don’t see his miracles anymore.  We don’t see these mighty 

acts that our parents experienced.  Where are those?  Where is 

that God of all that we used to hear about?  Why aren’t we being 

delivered?  Those were Gideon’s questions.  Well, I like God’s 

answer through the angel to Gideon.  He said, “I’m glad you asked 

because you are the deliverer.  You asked for the deliverance.  You 

asked for God to move.  You are it.  You are the deliverer.  You 

are God’s answer to this problem.  You are right, Gideon.  It is 

you.”  So, Gideon, he said, “Me, I’m the deliverer?”  So, Gideon 

said, “Man, you’ve got to be kidding me.  I can’t deliver anybody.  

I’m in a hole, threshing wheat, afraid for my own life.” 

 

And so, I wanted to give you that background.  Let’s continue 

reading.  Notice verse 14, “And the Lord looked upon him, and 

said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the 

hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?  And he said unto 

him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my 

family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's 

house.  And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, 

and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.” 

 

 So, Gideon starts giving all these excuses after he hears the 

charge he has been given.  He said, “Man, you’ve got to be joking.  

I’m nobody.  I’m poor.  I’m from the smallest tribe and not only 

from the smallest tribe, I’m from the poorest family, and then I’m 

the smallest member in that family.  I’m out there complete 

bottom of the bottom.”  That was Gideon said.  You’ve got to be 

joking.  And so, Gideon gives all of these excuses.  He gives all of 

his reasons why he could not be him, but this was the charge that 

he was given.  And I just want to use that as a subject.  I’ve been 

kind of pondering this whole account of giving his life, but I just 

want to use this as a subject.  You can do it. 

 

Turn to your neighbor and say, “You can do it.  You can do it.  You 

can do it.  You can do it.”  Here’s a man who didn’t think he was 

worth anything.  He didn’t he had anything.  He felt worthless.  

He felt valueless.  He felt skill less.  He felt like he was 

insignificant.  He was not worthy of anything or doing anything, 

accomplishing anything, but that’s who God shows.   

 

The Bible says that God will choose the foolish things of this world 

to confound the wise.  And so, God will choose the base things to 

confound the mighty.  So, when you feel insignificant, when you 

don’t feel worth anything, you don’t feel like you have any value, 
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or you’re in good company because now you’re in Canada.  You’re 

in Canada.  You’re just what God’s looking for.  You are just what 

God is looking for. 

 

And so, you can do it.  You can do it.  Turn to your neighbor again 

and say, “You can do it.  You can do it.  You can do it.”  And so, 

this is what God says to him, “You can do it.  You can do it.  You 

can do it.  You can do it.”  I learned some valuable principles and 

lessons and insights from studying the life of Gideon, and we’ll 

start sharing them.  I just want to lay some framework today, and 

we’ll continue studying in Judges in the life of these great 

deliverers, but here are some things that Gideon’s life and this 

account of his life says to us today -- what is it?  Say the words 

today.  What does it teach us today?  What are the lessons?  What 

are the gems that we can glean from this man and from his life 

that speaks to us in our own insecurities, in our own feelings of 

not being capable. 

 

 Now, here are some things that just kind of came alive in my 

heart.  What God has in mind is always greater than you ever 

thought or you think you can do?  What God has in mind for he is 

always greater than what you think you can do?  It’s always 

bigger than you are.  It’s always bigger than you are.  Turn to 

your neighbor and say, “It’s always bigger than you are.  It’s 

always bigger than you are.”   

 

And so, God seeks to inspire confidence in us and he seeks to draw 

out our potential.  He always seeks to inspire confidence in us and 

to draw out our potential.  Whenever God chose anyone to do 

anything, normally, the case was they always felt inadequate.  I 

can’t do it.  I’m not able to do it, and that was always the normal 

response because he’s always bigger than we are.  He’s always 

something greater than we ever imagine.  He’s always bigger but 

that’s because God always seeks something bigger than we are 

because he wants to inspire the confidence in you and he wants 

to draw out the potential that is in you.  I like something that 

Anne Frank said.  Anne Frank said this.  She says, -- 

 

00:15:00 

 

 --“Everyone has inside of him, a piece of good news.  The good 

news is that you don’t know how great you can be, how much you 

can love, what you can accomplish, and what your potential is”.  

There is good news in all of us.  That good news is you don’t know 
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how great you can be, what you can accomplish, what your 

potential is, what you can achieve.  That’s the good news.  It’s all 

the inside of all of us.   

 

I like something that Philip Adam said.  Philip Adam said, “It 

seems to me that people have vast potential.  Most people can do 

extraordinary things if they have confidence or take the risks.  

Yet, most people don’t.  They sit in front of the television and treat 

life as if it goes on forever.”  And I want you to see God shows us 

a picture of potential that is not used.  He shows us a limited life 

in our own insecurities, in our own ability. 

 

But I want you to look at the picture of Gideon.  Here’s this 

champion.  Gideon literally becomes the champion of Israel.  He 

becomes nearly the King of Israel.  He becomes one of the greatest 

warriors ever known.  He becomes the powerful leader, powerful 

leader, but yet, if you look at him, he’s in a hole, scared to death, 

trembling, simply throwing wheat up into the air.   

 

All of that potential in a hole, all of that potential buried on the 

inside of him, here he is a coward living afraid of fearful life.  He’s 

not scratching the surface of what he could become or who he 

really is.  He doesn’t know who he really is, and God shows up to 

show him who he is to remove the veil from his eyes, to see the 

potential that lies on the inside of him, to show him that he is a 

mighty warrior, to show him that who he really is. 

 

 There is so much potential that we have in our lives, and it’s 

largely untapped, it’s largely unused, and we can find ourselves 

living in this confined little lives just satisfied with mediocrity.  I 

won’t bother anybody as long as they won’t bother me, and we 

think that that is it, but no God said, “I have put something so 

much greater on the inside of you, something so much greater is 

on the inside of you Gideon, something so much greater.”   

 

And that’s why the angel showed up and said, “Oh, the Lord is 

with you thou mighty man of valour, thou mighty man of valour, 

thou mighty man of valour.”  But yet, Gideon was living just a 

shale of his true self.  His life was a shale of who he really was.   

 

And so, we all have abilities that lie dormant on the inside of us, 

and we all have hidden things on the inside of us just waiting to 

be awakened and God will awaken the greatness, the treasure 

that is hidden on the inside of -- you know, the Bible says in the 
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New Testament, we have this treasure in earthen vessels.  It’s 

hidden for the most part.  It’s hidden.  The treasure has to be 

discovered.  It’s hidden.  In fact, you will find in the great 

deliverance that Gideon does the idea that God gives him is he 

takes a trumpet in his right hand, and in his left hand is a clay 

jar with a lamp or torch hidden on the inside of it.  That was the 

strategy.  That was what God gave him.  God gave him the idea. 

 

And so, the very tool that God gave him it is the symbol of his own 

life.  He was a clay jar with a treasure hidden on the inside of it.  

That’s who he was.  He himself was the man that had potential 

on the inside that had been undiscovered.  And so, the very tool 

he used in barrel was a clay jar.  We have this treasure in earthen 

vessel, and he had a torch or lamp on the inside that was hidden.  

It had to be hidden because, for the military strategy, that light 

had to be hidden.  And so, it was covered in clay jar that 

symbolized his very own life.   

 

We have this treasure hidden on the inside of us in earthen 

vessels, and when he won the victory, he had to break that vessel 

and the lamp shine forth and that’s how they rock the great 

victory over the Midianite army.  And so, we too will expose this 

great treasure, this great treasure, this great potential that God 

has put on the inside of us. 

 

00:20:02 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: And so, Gideon here he had just a single idea and I just love the 

fact that God gave him idea.  God gave him simply an idea.  He 

simply gave him idea and he never treated Gideon based on where 

he was, he always treated Gideon on who he will become.  God 

never treats you based on who are right now.  God treats you 

based on who you will become.   

 

This great philosopher said this.  He says, “I don’t treat you the 

way that you are because you will stay that way.  I’ll treat you the 

way that you could be and that’s who you will become.”  That’s 

what God does.  God treated him as who he would be, not who he 

was but who he would be and that’s why he called him thou 

mighty man of valour.  

 

And I learned a lot of lessons, a lot of principles that I’ll be sharing 

over the next week or so, that God says some things to us.  Here’s 

one thing I picked up that God can give us a strategy.  God can 
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give you the plan.  He can give you ingenuity.  He can just give 

you an idea, just an idea and the reason God did this for Gideon 

because he said I want to do something where man won’t be able 

to take credit for.  He said, “I want to do something ingenious so 

it won’t be by might, won’t be by power but it’ll be by my spirit.” 

 

And so God will often times he will give us an idea just a strategy, 

something ingenious, something ingenious, a strategy, a plan and 

that’s what he did for Gideon.  So Gideon wrote(ph) a great 

deliverance and I want you to get this, Gideon took 300 man and 

defeated an army of a 135,000.  300 man and he defeated an army 

of 135,000 and he did it because of a strategy.  He did it because 

of a plan.  He did it because of an idea.  

 

Folks, how many of you know God can give you one idea, one idea, 

one idea, one idea.  Listen to this quote, Dan Zadra said, he said, 

“A single idea can transform a life.  A single idea can transform a 

life, a business, a nation, a world; all you need is one idea, one 

idea.” 

 

 I was listening last week, Bishop Dale headed his church, a young 

Mexican gentleman, and this gentleman is one of the vice 

presidents of Frito Lay and he gave his story, he was a janitor, 

didn’t go to high school.  He was a janitor for Frito Lay and he 

said, “One day, God gave him an idea to add some peppers to the 

Cheetos brand.”  He said, “You would need to spice this Cheetos 

up, you need to add some hot pepper to it.”  And he gave him the 

idea of the flaming Cheetos, which today does over a billion 

dollars a year in sales, came from an uneducated janitor at Frito 

Lay.  

 

He said in one day’s time, he went from a janitor to the corporate 

jet, in one day because of one idea.  He said one idea changed his 

life.  One idea changed his life, and today he’s one of the corporate 

VPs for Frito Lay, didn’t go to high school but he did add some 

pepper to those Cheetos and it is making billion dollars a year.  

 

Folks, one idea can transform a life, can transform a business, can 

transform a nation, people, one idea.  God can bring one idea, one 

idea, one idea and that’s what he did for Gideon.  He gave him one 

idea that gave him the victory.  Praise God.  Praise God.  Say this 

one, God give me one idea, just one idea, just one idea is all I need, 

one idea, one idea, one idea, one idea, one idea and God can give 

it to you. 
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 I remember reading about man, he was a black gentleman 

actually.  He said he was fixing his faucet, he was fixing the sink 

in his bathroom, working on the faucet.  And he said, out of the 

faucet, as he was working on it, a stream of water shut from the 

faucet and hit the curtain in the shower.  And he said the light 

bulb went off.  And he is a God that invented the Super Soaker 

water gun.  One idea changed his life forever.  One idea, one idea. 

 

That’s what God breathe into Gideon, one idea and I pray that as 

you listen to the series, God will breathe one idea, one idea into 

your life to change your life, to change your family, to change the 

nation, one idea, one idea, one idea.  Folks, God is brilliant, God 

is brilliant, God is brilliant, God is awesome and that’s why he 

took a man out of a hole.  He took a man out of a hole to show 

what he could do if he breathe on that man.  Glory to God. 

 

00:25:00 

 

That’s the God we serve, that’s the God we serve.  He took a man 

out of a hole and breathe on him.  So, God loves doing this.  God 

loves taking ordinary people.  He loves taking ordinary people 

who don’t think they have much and just give him one idea, one 

idea that changed their life forever.  Praise God. 

 

 I’m starting to get happy.  Starting to get happy.  We will continue 

looking at Gideon but I started, I don’t know, I just meditating on 

Gideon, been meditating on this mighty man of valour, this 

mighty man of valour and I just pray that same valour that God 

saw in Gideon, the same valour he sees in all of us.  There’s a 

mighty man of valour in all of us.  There’s a might man of valour 

in all of us, and we’re going to call that mighty man of valour forth 

in our lives.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Praise God.  Praise 

God. 

 

 Let’s pray.  Father, we just thank you so much.  Thank you Lord 

God.  Thank you Lord God.  Thank you that we can do it.  Thank 

you that we can do it, we can do it, we love you, we praise you, we 

thank you for your spirit, your grace and your anointing in our 

lives.  Thank you for the potential and the abilities and gifts and 

dreams you put on the inside of us that have gone unnoticed, 

untapped, unused and you want to call it forth in our lives, Lord.    

We thank you for it right now and we believe we can do it with 
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your help and is in Jesus mighty name we pray.  Let every heart 

say, Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

 Thank you so much for joining us today.  I want you to go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen to this entire series on the 

life of Gideon absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it to a 

friend. 

 

 Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of The Word, 

because brother, you need the Word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com.  This was Part 1 of the 

message titled, “You Can Do It” by C.  Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7639.  That’s 7639.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7639 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often, because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:27:20 
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