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C. Elijah Bronner: We should be speaking to build people up not to tear on them. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part 4 of the 

message titled, “You Can Do It” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7643.  That’s 7643.  Listen to over a thousand 

free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for 7643, “You Can Do It Part 4.” 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the Word. 

 

 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online in brothersoftheword.com.  Thank you for tuning 

in.  Stay tune to today’s message and it’s always a delight and joy 

to have you to tune in and join us.   

 

Well, I would like to read just a little humor that I came across, a 

90-year-old man went to the doctor to get a physical and he wasn’t 

doing too well, his condition was not too good and so the doctor 

gave him some advice.  And a few weeks later, the doctor saw the 

old man in town and the old man had a beautiful, gorgeous young 

lady on his arm and the doctor said to his patient, he said, “You 

look wonderful.  You look so good.  Your health is so vibrant.  

What happened?  What has changed?”  And the old man said, he 

said, “Well doc, I just simply took your advice.  You said be 

cheerful and get a hot momma.”  Well the doctor said, “That’s not 

what I said, I said you have a heart murmur and be careful.” 

 

 Well, we’re doing part 4 of a series and title, “You Can Do It” and 

we can read a quick few verses of scripture that we have taken 

from Judges Chapter 6, Judges Chapter 6 and we read verses 12 

through 15.  Judges Chapter 6 Verse 12 through 15.  When you 

get there and say, Amen and we’re just read -- this is the central 

text that we’ve been using and it says verse 12, “And the angel of 

the Lord appeared unto him,” speaking of Gideon, “and said unto 

him, The Lord with thee, thou mighty man of valour.  And Gideon 

said unto him, Oh my Lord if the Lord be with us, why then is all 

this befallen us?  And where be all his miracles which our fathers 

told us of, saying, Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt? but 

now the Lord hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands 

of the Midianites.  And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in 
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this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the 

Midianites, have not I sent thee?  And he said unto him, Oh my 

Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel?  Behold, my family is poor in 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. 

 

And so we’re talking from the subject, “You Can Do It.”  You Can 

Do It, this is part 4, the fourth and final part in this series on the 

life of Gideon and I’ve been sharing certain key ideas from this 

book that we’ve been gleaning that applies to our lives today.   

What is God speaking to us today through the life of Gideon?  And 

so I’ve been just gleaning some main ideas, some key ideas and 

these are things that speak to us today from the life of Gideon, 

the son of Joash.  I just love his dad’s name, Joash.   

 

So we’re talking about, Gideon, the son of Joash.  So, this key idea 

I want to share today is God seeks to inspire confidence in us.  God 

seeks to inspire confidence in us.  God is always seeking to inspire 

confidence in us.  You can never accomplish something that you 

don’t believe that you can accomplish.  You can never do what you 

don’t believe you can do.  I like something that Rich DeVos said, 

he said, “The only things that stand between a person and what 

they want in life are the will to try it and the faith to believe it’s 

possible.”  

 

00:05:00 

 

“The only things that stand in the way between a man and what 

he wants in life is simply the will to try it and the faith to believe 

that it’s possible.”  So God always seeks to inspire confidence in 

us and he also seeks to draw out the potential that is in us so he’s 

always inspiring confidence and drawing out our potential. 

 

Let me ask you this question, “Why do we sit on our potential?  

Why do we sit on our potential?”  And you can see it very clearly 

in the life of Gideon why we sit on our potential.  I want to use the 

word “sit” as an acronym.  Why do we sit on our potential?   Sit, 

S-I-T, S-I-T as an acronym, the S is scarcity, a scarcity mentality, 

a scarcity mentality causes us to sit on our potential. 

 

Notice what Gideon said in verse 15, Judges Chapter 6 Verse 15.   

Gideon talked about his family was poor, that’s a scarcity 

mentality.  Whenever you’re saying, “Well, I don’t have enough 

money, I don’t have enough time, I don’t have enough resources,”  
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whenever you’re focusing on what you don’t have, that’s a scarcity 

mentality and it causes us to sit on our potential. 

 

And the I in sit is in inadequate, stands for inadequate.  We don’t 

see ourselves being capable, we don’t see ourselves as being able 

to do it.  Gideon said in verse 15, “How can I save Israel?”  He 

looked at himself as an inadequate.  How can I do it?  I’m not able 

to do.  I’m not capable to do it.  We sit on our potential.   

 

The S because of a scarcity mentality, I don’t have enough or I, 

I’m inadequate and the T is trust, trust, we don’t have confidence, 

we don’t believe in ourselves, we don’t believe in the ability that 

God has given us, we don’t believe in the gifting that God has 

gifted us, we don’t believe God is with us and so those are the 

three things in sit, the acronym sit, scarcity mentality, I 

inadequate or T trust, no confidence.  Those are three things that 

causes us to sit on our potential and those were the very three 

things that were causing Gideon to sit on his potential.   

 

And so God shows up and God is now trying to move him up of his 

potential from sitting on it and he wants to move him in action so 

God first has to inspire confidence.  And so that’s why the key idea 

that we are talking about the day that I’m gleaning from the life 

of Gideon is that God seeks to inspire confidence in us and say 

that with me, “God seeks to inspire confidence in us” because if 

you don’t believe that you can do something, you can’t do it, you 

can’t do it. 

 

If you don’t believe that you can accomplish something, you can’t 

accomplish it, and so God seeks to inspire confidence in us even 

God himself is limited when we don’t believe in ourselves and in 

his ability in us, he has to have us cooperating with him otherwise 

you don’t believe you can do it, you limit what God does in your 

life, and so he seeks to inspire confidence in us and so this is what 

I saw beautifully to take place on the life of Gideon, I saw God 

using a progression of confidence builders in his life.   

 

God didn’t simply call Gideon and send him up against the army 

of the Midianites and the Amalekites, the 135,000.  He didn’t do 

that right away, God first had to inspire confidence in Gideon and 

that was through progression.  It was a progression.  He took 

Gideon through stages.  He took Gideon through stages.  He had 

to develop some things in Gideon before he put him up to that 

task, that’s the way God deals with us, God will develop you and 
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that’s why it’s so important to handle the task that you have right 

now because God is building something in the small task you have 

right now, in the place where you are right now, it’s so important 

to be faithful, it’s so important to be excellent right where you are. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 Don’t worry about trying to be promoted.  Don’t worry about 

trying to do something.  Be just right where you are, learn to 

handle right where you are because God moves us in a 

progression.  He moves us in a progression because he has to build 

something so he wanted to build character in Gideon.  He wanted 

to inspire confidence.  He had to take Gideon through a series of 

steps and this is a progression.  It was a progression.  And then, 

once he took him through the series of steps, then Gideon was 

able to go up against a 135,000 with only 300 men.  Glory to God. 

 

Well, what is the God use to build his confidence, to inspire 

confidence and what is this progression he took him through?  

Well, I found four quick things, I want to go through that God use 

to inspire confidence in Gideon, the progression that he took his 

life through to inspire confidence in him.  He had to get Gideon to 

the point where Gideon believed he could do it.   

 

Turn to your neighbor and say, “You can do it.  You can do it.  You 

can do it.  You can do it.”  What’s holding you back?  What’s 

holding you back from starting?  What’s holding you back from 

starting?  You can do it.  You can do it.  You can do it.  Whatever 

it is you need to see.  Whatever it is you need to accomplish.  

Whatever dream you need to go after, God is saying to us through 

the life of Gideon, “You can do it.  You can do it.  You can do it.  

You can do it.”   

 

And so, here are four things that God used to take Gideon through 

this progression in his life to get him already to walk in his 

prophetic destiny.  Number one, this is the first thing I know, this 

is what God used to inspire confidence in him, is the way he talk 

to Gideon, the words that he used to talk to Gideon, that’s the first 

thing God used to inspire confidence.  God spoke to Gideon by 

using confidence building words.   

 

And so when the angel of the Lord shows up to Gideon and it’s 

kind of interesting because the angel of the Lord is kind of 

switching back and forth between an angel and God himself but 
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he shows up and his first words were, “Thou mighty man of 

valour, thou mighty man of fearless courage, I am with thee, I am 

with thee.”  Man that inspires confidence just hearing that, just 

hearing that, I want you to hear what he said to him, “Thou 

mighty man of valour, I am with thee.”   

 

First thing God did to inspire confidence and getting the words he 

used.  Now, this spoke to my heart because it let us know that we 

should be speaking to build people love not to tear them down.  

Speak to build people up.  Speak to build people love not to tear 

them down.  You have to believe in people.  Inspire confidence in 

people.  This is the way God operates, believe in people, inspire 

confidence, speak to build people up, not to tear them down. 

 

First Thessalonians 5:11 says, “Build each other up.”  Ephesians 

4:29 said, “Let the words that come out of your mouth be used to 

build each other up.”  Romans 15:2 says the same thing, “We 

should be actively building each other up.”  And so that’s what 

God was doing, God uses words to inspire confidence in the 

Gideon just by speaking something that would build him up and 

not tear him down, and then he told him, I want you to see this, 

he told get in, he said, “Go in thy strength, Go in thy strength.”   

 

Now, what God is doing here, he noticed two things about Gideon, 

two positive things he noticed about Gideon, always find 

something positive that somebody is doing and encourage them 

in that, find a positive, I don’t care how small it is, find some little 

D, some little (00:14:26), anything that they are doing right and 

harp on that, harp on that because if you harp on that, they will 

continue in that positive direction, they will continue in that.   

 

You know, I talk to husbands, I do a lot of marriage counselling, 

I tell husbands and wives all the time, “Honey don’t beat them 

down with your mouth, find a good, he is doing and build him up, 

harp on his good, stop complaining, stop criticizing, and stop 

building him up, find something good,” he might be land on the 

cellphone with a beep, even on big bag (00:14:58) watching TV -- 

 

00:15:00 

 

-- but you guys say “man you got a nice pair of socks on today.”   

“You got a nice pair of socks on today buddy,” you got to find 

something, find the positive and encourage them, you got to find 

the good, I don’t care how small it is, find the good, find the good, 
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find the good and encourage them in the smallest good.  You got 

to encourage them in the smallest good and so this is what God 

did to Gideon.  He said, “Go in this thy might, go in this thy 

strength, go in this thy might.”   

 

God had noticed two things about Gideon that were excellent 

quality.  He noticed Gideon was working.  Gideon was threshing 

wheat.  He didn’t let the enemies stop him from working.  When 

you really starting the story, you see that the Midianite army had 

come in and they’re multitude was so great that the bible 

described that they will like grains of sand, it was so many of 

them, they had taken over the land and had them in deep 

oppression and so Gideon easily could have just been in a 

(00:16:08) but he was still working, Gideon was working and 

when the angel song, Gideon was stressed and we worked all of 

his might.  He was working hard.  He didn’t stop working.  He 

was industrious.  He was industrious.  He was working. 

 

And then the second thing the angel noticed about Gideon, he 

noticed that Gideon had a heart.  He had a heart for God’s people, 

Gideon wanted to see the people delivered and that’s why soon as 

the angel showed up the first thing, Gideon said, we’ve said that 

God is more of, why is all this happening?  Why we are in 

oppression?   Why there are no opportunities?  Why aren’t we 

seeing the miracles?  We’ve heard about the God of all, why aren’t 

we seeing that now?  

 

That was a burden in Gideon’s heart, he wanted to do something 

about the pike that the people were in and so the angel of the Lord 

when he saw that, he said, “Go in this thy strength” because I 

have noticed two good things about you, you are hard worker, you 

have put your hand to this and you are working with all your 

might and you have a burden, you have a heart to see God’s 

power.  Gideon had a heart to see God’s power and work again.  

He said, “We’ve heard about God, we’ve heard about God” but we 

want to see him again and so the angel noticed God exactly used 

that. 

 

Here’s somebody who’s willing to work hard and they got a heart.  

They got a heart after mine.  They want to see my power.  I have 

never seen that before.  I have never seen that.  I had always 

picture getting just a little scared Tim Coward(ph) but now there 

was some greater that’s why God shows them.  God has always 
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heart.  He had the heart of a deliverer because that’s all he talked 

about.  He said, “Lord, we are under oppression.”   

 

Gideon, he didn’t like the circumstances they were living under 

and he wanted to do something about it, but he didn’t know what, 

but he worked with all of his might.  He was probably threshing 

wheat (00:18:04) and I can’t wait to God does something, I can’t 

wait until we get out of this oppressed.  “God so sorry.”  He said, 

“Thou mighty man of valour.”   

 

And God highlights the two qualities about Gideon.  He highlights 

the two qualities about Gideon I had never seen before long as 

I’ve known this two.  I had never seen that before, but Gideon was 

a hard worker and Gideon had a heart for deliverance.  See, one 

of this people free.  Oh man.  So, God spoke to build Gideon up 

and so he was commanding Gideon go in this thy might, this is 

what he was saying, “The same way you’re threshing wheat with 

all of your might,” that same might is going to be used in a greater 

purpose. 

 

“Go in this might the same heart that you have, that heart and 

you might come back, go in this thy might, go in this thy might.”  

God took the two great qualities that he had, he had a heart and 

he had a diligent work ethic.  He said, “God in this thy might and 

I’m going to do something.”  The God you’ve been looking for.  The 

God you’ve been hoping for.  The God you’ve heard about is about 

to do a miracle and he’s going to use you to do it.  He’s going to 

use you to do it.  He’s going to use you to do it.  He’s going to use 

you to do it.   

 

Man, that was something there he saw, he saw there a tenacity 

and a fierceness in the way that he was working.  God says, “I’ll 

use that, I’ll use that, I’ll use that.”  Bruce Barton says, “Nothing 

splendid has ever been achieved except by those who dared 

believe that something inside them was superior to 

circumstance.”  Gideon knew some on the inside of him was 

greater than threshing wheat in a hoe.  He knew something was 

scratching at his soul and he had something there and then God 

knew it was there and that’s why God showed up and said, “You 

mighty man of valour.  You mighty man of valour.”   

 

00:20:00 
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So you want to use your words, that’s what the first thing I 

noticed that God did with Gideon.  He spoke to him, he inspire 

confidence by the words that he use with Gideon.  Repeat after 

me, “Give people a lift, give people a lift” and that’s what the angel 

did, he spoke to his positive qualities.  He gave Gideon a lift.  He 

used words to inspire confidence.  He gave people a lift.  Also, say 

this with them, “Make people feel better about themselves, make 

people feel better about themselves”. 

 

Number three, speak to brighten their lives, speak to brighten 

their lives, speak to brighten their lives.  And number four, put 

something good in people.  Remember those, when you use your 

words to inspire confidence in people, just remember to do those 

thing, give people a lift, make them feel better about themselves, 

brighten their life and put something good in them, put something 

good in them.   

 

Now, I told you there were four things in this progression, the 

second thing in this progression that he took Gideon through as 

he was inspiring confidence in him, and number two, he allowed 

Gideon to ask for what he needed, he allowed Gideon to ask for 

what he needed as far as to answer the questions that Gideon had 

for him to prove that it was really God who was dealing with him, 

for him to prove out the assignment and this was bodily important 

because God was calling Gideon to do something great and so 

alike this, God never reprimanded Gideon for asking questions. 

 

Gideon asked questions and he know that Gideon would say, 

“Lord, if this is really you, show me a sign, do something as I know 

this is you” and this is what he did to fleas.  He said, “If this is 

you Lord, I’m going to put some fleas on the wheat ground and let 

that fleas be wet, let the ground be dry, and God did that.  And so 

the next day, Gideon came back, he said, “God don’t get angry but 

I won’t mind if you this time let the fleas be dry and let the ground 

be wet.”  Then, that was almost impossible because wool absorbs 

water and so that was a true miracle for that fleas to be dry and 

the ground wet. 

 

And so when Gideon saw that, all questions will settle, they’ll 

settle.  So I noticed God didn’t have a problem with Gideon asking 

questions.  He didn’t have a problem with Gideon proving out and 

to make sure that this is God and you need to do that, when you 

have a big decision, when you have a big assignment, you feel God 

is calling you, too many people run out half cut, they run out half 
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cut saying, “God (00:22:24)”.   You need to take time like Gideon 

did and prove it out, God is not against you proving out something 

that is weighty, something that is major, something that is life 

changing.  People get in trouble when they run out, saying, “God 

told me to do this” and they haven’t taken the time to make sure 

it’s God and to prove it out, prove it to yourself, prove it out, do 

whatever you have to do. 

 

So God did not reprimand Gideon for taking his time to make sure 

this was God, to make sure that God was calling him to do this 

and I saw some great insights there, but that was part of the 

process that God took him through, he allowed them to ask 

questions, he allowed him to prove it out, he allowed him to make 

sure that it was God and that God was calling him to do, so he 

took time to prove it.  So there’s nothing wrong if there is 

something major life changing, that God has called you and you 

feel late.  Take your time and prove that out. 

 

God is not angry with you.  When you take your time, that’s 

wisdom.  Take your time and prove it out because not everybody 

is hearing from God.  I saw the progression that God took Gideon 

through and I said, “Lord, I see this and this is powerful and you 

speak in some things to our lives on the progression you take us 

through to get us ready, to get us ready, to inspire the confidence 

in us, to build us, to mold us, to build the character and the 

commitment and the things that are necessary in a person’s life.  

 

God doesn’t just have hustled it, throw somebody in the middle of 

something and they are not ready.  And so God took Gideon 

through process.  He took him through process.  He didn’t have a 

lot of time but he still took him through process.  He took him 

through process.  If you noticed, he did Moses the same way.    

Moses were doing the same thing.  God didn’t mind proving that 

out for Moses.  He said, Moses throw your rod down.  Moses put 

your hand in your (00:24:27). 

 

God was doing the same thing.  God didn’t mind proving himself 

so that these guys could make sure it was God because this was a 

big assignment, he was calling them to, and so God didn’t mind 

proving himself out to you.  Because all of that is a part of 

instilling the confidence in you, because when you are sure that 

is God, the confidence that gives you is unimaginable.  When you 

know that you know, that you know, that you know that God now 

is with you. 
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00:25:00 

 

All the confidence is unimaginable.  How else could a man with 

only 300 men run up against a 135,000 men with confidence 

because God had proven it to him.  God had already proven it to 

Gideon.  He proved it to him and that’s why God take his time, 

take them through this four step progression to build the 

confidence because when you only got 300 men and you got to 

fight a 135,000, that is not the time to be second guessing 

yourself, that’s not the time. 

 

God knew that could be no second guessing.  Gideon went into 

this thing knowing he went into it knowing, he went into it 

knowing, he went into it knowing, he went into it knowing, he 

went into it knowing, he went into it knowing.  David did the same 

thing.  Everyone was afraid of Goliaths but David runs toward 

him, that was the same confidence that God had taken him 

through to build that confidence and when you know, when you 

know, when you know without a doubt that God has called, that 

God is talking to you and God is with you, it gives you a fearless 

confidence and you are facing giant or you are facing the army 

that is ten times (00:26:33).  When God is with you, there is a 

confidence.  Oh man, I’m about to speak in time -- man, that’s a 

confidence that God gave you. 

 

Oh man, I’m about two weeks ahead of myself.  I’m two weeks 

ahead of myself but I began to see what God was doing.  He took 

his time and inspire the confidence in Gideon.  He can have him 

going in a half cut, unsure, he took his time, he took his time.  

Folks, so you know, don’t rush God, let him do in your life what 

he needs to do because he got to build the confidence, you got to 

be sure, but he’s not afraid for you to ask questions, he is not 

afraid to prove himself to you.  Praise God.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

Those of you watching by television, I’m out of time but I want 

you to go brothersoftheword.com and you can listen to this entire 

message series on, You Can Do It, absolutely free of charge.  You 

can also email it to a friend. 

 

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 

because brother, you need the word. 
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Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part 4 of 

the message titled, “You Can Do It” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7643.  That’s 7643.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7643 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need a word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:28:20 
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