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C. Elijah Bronner: Postpone today’s anger until tomorrow.  Then repeat this rule the 

next day and the next day. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part 2 of the 

message titled, Samson – Live Strong by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7646.  That’s 7646.  Listen to over a thousand 

free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 7646, Samson – Live Strong Part 2. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online on brothersoftheword.com.  Stay tune to today’s 

message.  We are excited and delighted to have you tuned in and 

join us. 

 

Well, we’d like to read just a little humor.  Two buddies, Bob and 

Earl were two of the biggest baseball fans their entire adult lives.   

Bob and Earl discussed baseball history in the winter and they 

poured over every box score during the season.  They went to 60 

games a year.  They even agreed that whoever that first would try 

to come back until the other if there was baseball in heaven.  And 

one summer night Bob passed away in his sleep after watching 

the Yankees victory earlier that evening.  He died happy and a 

few nights later, his buddy, Earl awoke to the sound of Bob’s voice 

from beyond, “Bob is that you? Earl asked.  “Of course, it’s me,” 

Bob replied.  “This is unbelievable,” Earl exclaimed.  “So tell me 

is there a baseball in heaven?” 

 

 Well, I have some good news and some bad news for you.  Which 

do you want to hear first?  He said, tell me the good news.  He 

said, “Well, the good news is there is baseball in heaven.”  “Oh 

that’s wonderful.  So what could possibly be the bad news?”  He 

said, “the bad news is you’re pitching tomorrow night.”  Well, 

we’re doing a character study on the life of Samson and this is 

part two and titled, Live Strong.   

 

Turn to your neighbor and say, “Live Strong, Live Strong, Live 

Strong.”  We’ll take a quick look at just a couple of his accounts 

where he displayed his mighty strength.  Look at Judges Chapter 
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16.  Judges Chapter 16 and Verse 3.  Judges Chapter 16 Verse 3.   

And notice what it says there, “And Sampson lay till midnight, 

and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, 

and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all.”  So he 

just rip the doors out of the ground, put him on his shoulders and 

carried them to the top of the hill.  So I just wanted you to feel a 

little bit of his might and a little bit of his strength. 

 

 We can also look at one Judges Chapter 14.  Judges Chapter 14 

Verse 5 and 6.  Judges 14, Verse 5 and 6.  Notice what it says, 

“Then went Samson down, and his father and his mother, to 

Timnath, and came to the vineyards of Timnath, and, behold, a 

young lion roared against him.  And the spirit of the Lord came 

mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid, 

and he had nothing in his hand, but he told not his father or his 

mother what he had done.”  So, those are just a couple of the 

exploits that Samson performed in his might and in his strength. 

 

You know Daniel 11 Verse 32 says, “The people that do know their 

God shall be strong and do exploits.  The people who know their 

God shall be strong and shall do exploits.”  And so that’s why we’re 

taking from Samson that slogan of Live Strong.  I don’t believe 

Christians have to live wimpy, defeated, weak lives.  I don’t think 

that’s our lives.  We can live strong in Christ Jesus.  

 

Paul told Timothy to be strong in the grace as in Christ Jesus.  Be 

strong in the power of the Lord, be strong in the Lord and the 

power of his might.  The Bible repeats several times, be strong 

and of good courage.  Be strong and courageous.  That was the 

command given to Joshua throughout scripture repeatedly.  Be 

strong enough, get courage. 

 

00:05:00 

 

Joel said, “Let the weak say I am strong.  Let the weak say I am 

strong.”  So live strong.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Live 

strong, live strong, live strong, live strong, live strong.”  I think 

we should live strong in love.  Live strong in faith.  Live strong in 

character.  Live strong in God's word.  Live strong in 

righteousness.  Live strong in Christ Jesus.  Samson was strong.   

He was strong, yet he was weak.  He was strong, yet he was weak.   

He had physical strength.  We said he had physical strength but 

he had moral weakness.  He had physical strength, but he had 

moral weakness. 
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 And here’s the key I want you to get great strength in one area of 

life does not make up for great weaknesses in other areas of life.   

I’m going to repeat that again, “Great strength in one area of life 

does not make up for great weaknesses in other areas of life.”   

Samson did not shore up his weaknesses in other areas of life and 

so his weaknesses became his biggest enemy.  So his biggest 

enemy was himself, not an army, not any external military force 

or might, or power, or nation.  No nation could do anything with 

Samson.  I mean, he was the incredible hulk of that day.  I mean 

he just fought for the whole nation by himself. What an incredible 

story. 

 

 One man, can you imagine the captain of the military for Israel 

just making a phone call say, “Hey Samson, we need you to go 

take out the Philistines.”  We have a problem with the Philistines 

and say we just make a call to him, one man, and he defended the 

whole nation.  One man.  One man.  What an awesome picture of 

God’s power, God’s might and God’s strength.  I think God just 

put Samson there just as an example of the might of God.  The 

power of God.  The strength of God.  We serve a mighty God.  We 

serve a strong God.  We serve a strong mighty God.  That’s what 

we serve.  That’s all we serve and so tell me just show you in the 

natural to the best of your comprehension, just a little taste of my 

power, and you’ll see it in one man. 

 

 And so Samson, he exemplified this.  So even though he had God’s 

presence on him, I want you to know that God’s presence does not 

overtake a person’s will.  God’s presence does not overtake a 

person’s will.  So, Samson even though he had God’s presence, he 

had God’s strength, that presence of God did not overtake His 

will, Samson still had a will to make his own choices.  He still had 

a will to make his own decisions in life.  And many of those choices 

and decisions created tremendous weaknesses in his character 

and in his life.  And as a result, they short circuited his destiny. 

 

And so the message from Samson to us is fulfill your destiny and 

don’t allow sin and distractions to short circuit your destiny.  I 

believed that’s what Samson would say to us today.  Fulfill your 

destiny.  Don’t allow sin.  Don’t allow bad influences.  Don’t allow 

distractions to short circuit your destiny. 

 

 Well, what I want to get into today, I want to just share with you 

some of Samson’s weaknesses, some of Samson’s weaknesses 
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because we’re looking at his life and we’re pulling out things that 

speak to us today, so that we can look at his weaknesses and then 

guard against those weaknesses in our own lives so we can pull 

him out of his life.  And that’s why the Bible gives us examples so 

that we can learn from them.   

 

So number one, here Samson’s first weakness.  His first weakness 

was he wanted to do his own thing.  He wasn’t really interested 

in wise counsel.  Anybody know anybody like that?  He wanted to 

do his own thing.  He was not interested in wise counsel.  Folks, 

that’s all of us.  All of us want to do our own thing and we can get 

the best counsel in the world.  But even after we get the best 

counsel in the world guess what?  We still want to do all.  We feel 

want to do our own thing.  We want to do our own thing.  I don't 

care how good the counsel sound.  We want to do what we want 

to do.  We want to do what we want to do. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 And so there was a little bit of Samson in all of us but that was 

his first weakness.  His first weakness, he wanted to do his own 

thing.  He was not interested in wise counsel.  As a result, he 

exercised very poor judgment and he made very poor choices.  

Now remember, you get a chance to choose your choices but you 

don’t get the opportunity to choose your consequences.  And so he 

made bad choices and as a result, he suffered horrendous 

consequences in his life. 

 

 Here’s a second weakness that we pull from Samson’s life.  His 

second weakness is that he flew off the handle.  He flew off the 

handle.  Now use that colloquial expression.  He flew off the 

handle, meaning that he was impulsive, he was impetuous, he 

was volatile, he was moody, he was emotional, he was 

unpredictable.  And so he was a man who made decisions out of 

anger.  He made decisions out of anger, instead of calming down, 

getting information, listening, communicating, resolving issues.  

Never sever what you have the ability to untie.  Never sever what 

you have the ability to untie, meaning don’t just fly off the handle, 

learn to stay and work things out. 

 

 How many relationships do I counsel when they are ready to 

throw in the towel and go their separate ways?  They are severing 

what they could untie.  Never sever what you have the ability to 

untie.  And so this was Samson’s problem.  He made decisions out 
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of anger.  He made decisions out of anger.  Now notice what the 

Bible says about anger.  James Chapter 1, Verse 19 and 20 says, 

“Be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.  Be quick to hear, 

slow to speak and slow to anger.”  We do the complete opposite of 

that.  We get mad in a hurry.  We are slow to listen and we are 

quick to talk.  So we are mixed up that little process.  God’s way 

is be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger.  That's God’s 

way. 

 

 The Bible says that anger never leads to the righteousness of God.   

In other words, you’re never going to do the right thing when 

you’re making your decisions out of anger.  It’s never going to be 

the right decision.  You’re making a decision out of anger, it will 

never be right.  The righteousness of God is never worked out of 

anger.  That’s what James says there in Chapter 1 Verse 19 and 

Verse 20. 

 

 Also listen to this, Proverbs Chapter 16 Verse 32.  When I read 

this, I wondered to myself, I pondered this.  I said, is this proverb 

referring to Samson?”  Listen to this proverb.  Now, most of the 

proverbs were written by King Solomon who came after Samson, 

so he had an opportunity to know the life history of Israel so he 

knew about this great deliver, this great judge.  So I just 

wondered to myself is possibly this proverb relating to Samson.   

The Proverbs Chapter 16 Verse 32, here’s the proverb, “He who is 

slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his 

spirit than he who takes the city.  Maybe he was having a 

flashback about the life of Samson. 

 

 How Samson was mighty and Samson could take a city but 

Samson had some unresolved anger issues.  He needed anger 

management.  He needed some anger management classes.  I 

would have loved to work with Samson.  I could have calmed him 

right down.  I would have calmed him right done, so I would’ve 

loved to have the opportunity to sit down with him and I would 

have helped him to resolve his anger.   

 

Folks, those of you who don't know this about me, I am a great 

peacemaker.  I am.  I am.  You know at our company at work, I 

can't even count the number of times where managers have 

brought me in to resolve issues because I literally have been in 

the middle of an employee but to kill another employee.  I’ve been 

in the middle of that.  I mean literally where the life was 

threatened and they brought me in to calm them down to bring 
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peace.  I am a peacemaker.  That’s one of the gifts God has given 

me.  I am a peacemaker.  I am a peacemaker.  I’m a peacemaker. 

We had two female managers and they were about to go to blows. 

Now, honestly, I actually moved out the way. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Because I was actually between them and they got ready to throw 

a blow.  That’s the backup.  So, I have been in a lot of conflict.  I’ve 

been in a lot of conflict management or resolution, but one of my 

natural gift thing is the peace.  I am a peacemaker.  I’m a 

peacemaker.  I’m a very peaceful person.  It’s hard to get me 

angry.  When you get me angry, you better watch out because it’s 

a rare occurrence.  It’s a very rare occurrence.  I mean, I’m not 

angry that often -- you know, maybe once a millennium and I’m 

angry.  But if I do get angry, you better watch out.  You better 

watch out because I mean honestly, it happens so rarely, I don't 

even know where my head is.  Because I’m not trained in anger, 

so I lose myself.  If I do lose it, you better watch out.  Oh boy, but 

here we go.  Here we go. 

 

 So I came across something really good from one of my particular 

authors I love to read after John Mason.  And here’s some 

observations from John Mason concerning anger.  He said, “Ever 

notice that anger is one letter short of danger.”  He also says, 

“People constantly blowing fuses are generally left in the dark.”   

He also says, “You’ll never get to the top, if you keep blowing 

yours.”  I like this one.  He says, “Even the space shuttle always 

counts down before blasting off.”  And then he asked this question 

wonder really make you think, how many great thoughts, how 

many great words, how many great actions have you had while 

you were angry?  Think about it.  How many great thoughts?  How 

many great words have you spoken?  How many great things have 

you done while you were angry?  Anger.  Anger.  The danger of 

anger.   

 

 I love this, a Filipino proverb, “Postpone today’s anger until 

tomorrow.  Then repeat this rule the next day and the next day.”   

So put your anger out tomorrow and then tomorrow, put it off into 

the next day and then the next day.  So you do that and you find 

out you know you don’t even know what you were angry about to 

begin with.  So postpone today’s anger until tomorrow.  That was 

number two.  So number two, Samson made a lot of his decisions 
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out of anger.  He made a lot of his decisions out of anger and that 

caused a lot of problems in his life. 

 

 Here’s number three.  Here’s the third thing, I gleaned from 

Samson’s life that we are able to kind of shore up our own 

weaknesses.  Samson was lustful, lustful, lustful.  Samson was 

lustful.  He’d never confronted or deal with his own lust problem.   

He never confronted or dealt with his own lust problem.  As a 

result, sin will always take us further than we want to go.  I must 

say that again, sin will always take further than we want to go.   

And so when you have an unresolved problem in a particular 

sinful area if it’s not checked, if it’s not confronted, if it's not dealt 

with, it will only spiral in a downward fashion and it will get 

worse and worse until you find yourself completely out of control. 

 

 This is what began to happen in Samson’s life.  One discretion led 

to another and to another.  Before long, he had no cognizance of 

even his own problem.  And so sin will often take us further than 

we want to go when it’s unresolved, when it’s unchecked, when 

it’s not dealt with.   

 

Let me tell you this position that Samson ended up in.  He ended 

up as a captive, blind bound and grinding.  He was blind, bound 

and grinding in the prison house.  I don’t know what they had him 

grinding.  I think he was grinding some type of meal or grain but 

he was blind, he was bound and he was grinding. He was 

physically blind because the Philistines that put his eyes out.  So 

he was physically blind, but his blindness represents how his own 

lust blinded him.   

 

His own lust literally blinded him even though figuratively his 

lust blinded him.  But he was blinded literally as a result of his 

own lust.  Blindness also represents a loss of spiritual insight.  It 

also represents a loss of our moral compass.  So when you lose 

your moral compass, you lose your spiritual insight, that’s a blind 

condition.  And so he was blind.  He was blind.  He was also bound. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 Sin leads to bondage.  Sin leads to bondage.  It leads to bondage.   

It leads to bondage.  So he was blind, he was bound and then he 

was grinding.  Grinding represents what you’re grinding out a 

purposeless existence, you’re just left grinding out a purposeless 

existence.  I like something that Vic Conant said.  He says, “In 
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life, you’re either serving a purpose or you’re just serving time.   

You’re either serving a purpose or you’re just serving time.” 

 

 Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen to this entire series on 

Samson - Live Strong, absolutely free of charge.  You can also 

email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us today at 

Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

 Those are the first three things that poured out a total of about 

six or seven things, so we’ll take one more week and go through 

the rest of these areas in his life that short circuited his full 

potential, his full destiny.  There was so much promise in Samson.   

He was so gifted, he was so talented, but he allowed his own 

weaknesses to short circuit the fullness of the glorious plan and 

destiny that God had for his life.  And I felt so bad to see this great 

champion, this great warrior, this emblem of God’s strength 

himself, blind, bound and grind. 

 

 How could a life with so much potential be brought to such a 

place?  And so we’re going to continue to look at the next three or 

four more weaknesses in his life that we’re going to explore 

because we all have to deal with the same issues, the same 

weaknesses that Samson had in his life.  We all have to guard our 

own lives from these same weaknesses, they are common to man.   

So we’re going to look at them and we’ll glean from them.  We’ll 

learn from them.  And you know, we'll also get a chance to talk 

about and I’m really excited about this with Samson.  He did 

finish strong.  He did finish strong.  So I love that -- I love that -- 

I love that God didn’t let him end on a bad note. 

 

 So I just want you know that if you’re on a bad note in your life 

right now, it’s not the end.  God never ends on the negative.  He 

never ends on a negative note.  He never -- listen if you’re in a 

negative situation right now that ought to give you a great 

consolation because they’ll let know it’s not over.  Glory to God.   

God never ends on a negative.  God never ends on a negative.  God 

never ends on a negative.  He never ends on a negative.  He never 

ends on a negative.  He never ends on a negative even though he 

was blind, even though he was bound, even though he was 

grinding, that’s not the end of the story.  Glory to God.  Hallelujah.  

Glory to God. 
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Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 2 of 

the message titled, Samson – Live Strong by C. Elijah Bronner.   

This message is number 7646.  That’s 7646.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7646 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:23:39 
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