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C. Elijah Bronner: Growth is the best option for bad experiences. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 3 of 

the message titled, “Live Strong,” subtitled “Samson” by C. 

Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7647.  That’s 7647.  

Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 7647, “Live Strong, Part 3 Samson.” 

 

C. Elijah: Thank you for joining Brothers of The Word, because brother, 

you need the Word. 

 

 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us on line in brothersoftheword.com.  Welcome to today’s 

service.  Stay tuned to today’s message.  Delighted to have you 

and always a joy to have you tuned in and join us. 

 

 Well, we’d like to read just a little humor.  Three sisters ages 81, 

83, and 85 live together and one night the 85-yar-old draws a 

hot bath for herself and as she sticks her foot in she pauses and 

she yells to her other sisters downstairs, “Was I getting in or out 

of the bath?”  And the 83-year-old shouts back loudly, “I don’t 

know, let me come up there and see” and she begins walking up 

the stairs but then pauses half way up and she yells to her 

sisters, “Was I going up the stairs or down?”  And then the 81-

yar-old sitting in the living room enjoying some tea, she listens 

to her sisters, shakes her head and mutters to herself, “I sure 

hope I never get that forgetful” knock on wood and she then she 

turns and shouts “I’ll come up there and help both of you as soon 

as I see who’s knocking at the door.” 

 

 Well, we are doing Part 3 of series we’ve been doing taken from 

the Book of Judges Chapter 15.  The Book of Judges Chapter 15 

and we will read just a couple of verses there.  Judges Chapter 

15 and we read verses 13 through 15.  Beginning with verse 13 

it reads, “And they spake unto him, saying, No; but we will bind 

thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand, but surely we will not 

kill thee.  And they bound him with two new cords, and brought 

him up from the rock.  And when he came unto Lehi, the 

Philistines shouted against him and the Spirit of the Lord came 

mightily upon him, and the cords that were upon his arms 
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became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed 

from off his hands.  And he found a new jawbone of a donkey, 

and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men 

therewith.” 

 

 And so, we’ve been talking from the subject from the life of 

Samson Live Strong.  Everybody say, live strong, live strong, 

live strong.  This is Part 3.  Live Strong Part 3.  And I’ve been 

saying this and repeating this but I don’t believe that we as 

Christians have to live wimpy little lives, weak lives, but God 

empowers us.  God strengthens us.  In fact the Book of Daniel 

11:”32 says, “The people who know their God shall be made 

strong, and shall do exploits.”  And so, God empowers us to do 

some wonderful things.  Samson was one man but as one man 

he made a tremendous impact and that says to us that your life 

can make a difference.  Even though it’s just you, your life can 

make a difference.  He wasn’t an army, he was one man but his 

life made a powerful impact and that speaks to all of us 

individually that your life can make a difference.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “your life can make a difference.” 

 

 And so, we’re talking about live strong and I’ve been repeating 

these things shore(ph) as foundational statements “but be strong 

in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”  That’s what Paul told 

Timothy, “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  Be 

strong in the Lord and in the power of his might.  Be strong and 

have good courage.  Let the weak say I am strong.”  All of those 

wonderful scriptures that just -- 

 

00:05:00 

 

 remind us that we aren’t little weaklings, we aren’t little wimpy 

Christians living defeated lives but no, be strong, live strong, 

live strong, live strong in love, live strong in faith, live strong in 

God’s word, live strong in righteousness, live strong in Christ. 

 

 And so, just a little of a review, we’ve said that Samson had 

physical strength but moral weakness.  He had physical 

strength but moral weakness.  We also said that your gift will 

take you to great places but only your character will keep you 

there.  And we also said that great strength in one area does not 

make up for great weaknesses in other areas.  And so, this is 

what Samson’s life communicates to us that he had weaknesses 

that he didn’t shore up.  He didn’t shore up the weaknesses that 
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were in his own life and when no enemy could do him any harm 

he was his own worst enemy.  He was his own worst enemy and 

we said from that don’t let your stop you.  Samson was the only 

enemy who could stop Samson.  I’d like something that Dwight 

L. Moody said, he says, “I have never met a man who has given 

me as much trouble as myself.”  “I’ve never met a man who has 

given me as much trouble as myself.”  Pastor Andy Stanley he 

said, “No one plans to mess up their life but few of us plan not 

to.”  And this was the problem many of us we don’t put the 

necessary safeguards in place to keep us on course so that we 

can go to our destiny and we can reach our target so that we can 

fulfill the call that God has upon our lives and this is what 

Samson would say to us today, he would say, watch out for your 

weaknesses, don’t allow your short comings and your 

weaknesses to detour you and to derail you from the purpose 

and the destiny that God has for you. 

 

 And so, we’re looking at his weakness so that we can look at 

these weaknesses to show them in our own lives because his life 

is an example for us and to us so that we don’t have to make the 

same mistakes.  When we start looking at some of Samson’s 

weaknesses -- I’m not going to take time to go back through 

them but we said number one, his first weakness was that he 

wanted to do his own thing and he wasn’t really interested in 

wise counsel.  He wanted to do his own thing and he wasn’t 

interested in wise counsel.  Let me tell you what Proverbs 

Chapter 11 Verse 14 says in the Message Bible.  The Message 

Bible says, “Without good direction, people lose their way; the 

more wise counsel you follow, the better your chances.”  The 

better your chances.  So, without proper direction, people lose 

their way but the more wise counsel you follow the better your 

chances.  And so, that was the weakness in Samson’s life.  He 

wanted to do his own thing.  He really wasn’t interested in 

following or getting wise counsel in his life.   

 

 Number two, we said that he flew off the handle.  He flew off the 

handle.  And I used that little colloquial expression expressing 

the fact that he was impulsive, he was emotional, he was 

impetuous, he was moody, he was volatile, he was 

unpredictable.  And so, he didn’t handle anger well.  He made 

his decisions out of anger and you always will find yourself in 

trouble whenever you make decisions out of anger.  So, he made 

decisions out of an angry spirit and it got him into a lot of 
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trouble.  So, flew off the handle that was his second area of his 

weakness. 

 

 Number three, he was lustful.  He was lustful.  He never 

confronted or dealt with his own lust problem and we said that 

sin will always take you further than you want to go.  And so, he 

ended blind, he ended up bound, and he ended up grinding and 

we went through those three things of what the implications of 

those three things are in our lives.  When you find yourself 

blind, when you’re bound and when you are grinding and that’s 

how he ended. 

 

 But anyway, this is number four, where I want to begin today, 

this is the fourth weakness I noticed in his life and that is, he 

didn’t learn from earlier experiences.  He didn’t learn from 

earlier experiences but he repeatedly flirted with disaster and it 

finally overtook him.  He just repeatedly flirted with disaster 

and it finally overtook him.  So, Samson had a problem of not 

learning from earlier experiences.  Anybody ever had that 

problem, not learning the lesson from earlier experiences? 

 

00:10:00 

 

 Growth is the best option for bad experiences.  Growth is the 

best option for bad experiences.  Let your bad experiences be a 

catalyst for development.  Let your bad experiences be a catalyst 

for development.  Here are the five rules of being human.  These 

are the five rules of being human.  You will learn lessons. 

Number one, you will learn lessons.  Number two, there are no 

mistakes only lessons.  Rule number three, a lesson is repeated 

until it is learned.  Rule number four, if you don’t learn the easy 

lessons they get harder.  Rule number five, you’ll never know 

you’ve learned the lesson until your actions changed.  You won’t 

know that you’ve learned the lesson until your actions changed.  

Those are the five rules for being human. 

 

 I want to read this.  This is entitled, ¨My Autobiography in Five 

Chapters¨ written by Portia Nelson.  She says, “Chapter I, I 

walk down the street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I 

fall in.  I am lost...  I am hopeless.  It isn’t my fault.  It takes 

forever to find a way out.  Chapter II, I walk down the street.  

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I pretend that I don’t see 

it.  I fall in again.  I can’t believe I’m in the same place.  But it 

isn’t my fault.  It still takes a long time to get out.  Chapter III, I 
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walk down the same street.  There is a deep hole in the 

sidewalk.  I see it is there.  I still fall in.  It’s a habit but my eyes 

are open.  I know where I am.  It is my fault. I get out 

immediately.  Chapter IV, I walk down the same street.  There 

is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I walk around it.  Chapter VI, I 

walk down another street.” 

 

 That’s the way that our lives should grow and develop from bad 

experiences.  I heard another author, he said, actually it should 

be a six chapter added to that which is “I walk down the new 

street, I see a hole, I fall in again.”  Because that’s what we have 

a tendency of doing.  We have a tendency of repeating the same, 

what it is called James’s Silly Repeating Patterns.  SRPs.  Silly 

Repeating Patterns.  We have a tendency of repeating the same 

silly patterns over and over again in our lives.  But we should 

when we have bad experiences we should always find the lesson, 

always find the value of the bad experience.  There’s always 

some value in the bad experience, find the value, discover the 

lesson, apply it to your life, make the necessary changes and 

then move forward in life.  Now, you have gleaned from that bad 

experience and you have now grown, you have now developed, 

you have now increased your skill set and your knowledge base.  

 

 I like something that John Maxwell, he says, in one of his books, 

he says, he talks about the importance of reflective thinking.  

Taking time to reflect over life’s experiences.  Taking the time to 

reflect.  Socrates said that “An unexamined life is not worth 

living.”  An unexamined life is not worth living.  And so, John 

Maxwell expounds on that principle that we should all have 

time to reflect.  Take time to reflect when you can look back over 

life’s experiences and you can reflect upon them so that you can 

identify the lesson.  Learn the lesson and make the necessary 

change.  He said this, “A minute of thought is worth more than 

an hour of talk.” “A minute of thought is worth more than an 

hour of talk.”  

 

 And so, I love this little strategy he uses.  He says when you 

take time to pause use the letter “I”.  Everybody say, “I”.  Use 

the letter “I” when you take time to pause and reflect use the 

letter “I.”  And use four words that all begin with “I.” First word 

is, “investigate.” Investigate. Everybody say, “Investigate.”  

Investigate.  The second word is, “Incubate.”  Everybody say, 

“Incubate.”  Incubate.  The third word is. “Illuminate.”  

Everybody say, “Illuminate.”  Illuminate.  The fourth word is, 
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“Illustrate.”  Everybody say, “Illustrate.”  So, always use the 

letter “I” and you go through that four word process in your time 

of reflection.  And we will just deal with the first word which 

was “Investigate.”  Always investigate.  And so you want to ask 

yourself these questions.  These are questions.  You’re 

investigating when you’re taking the time to reflect, you’re 

investigating.  So, you’re asking questions like a good 

investigator.  Here is some questions to help you when you’re 

reflecting on life’s experiences.   

 

00:15:004 

 

 Number one, “What is my biggest asset?” What is my biggest 

asset?  What is my biggest asset?  Number two, “What is my 

biggest liability?”  What is my biggest liability?  Number three, 

“What is my highest high?”  What is my highest high?  Number 

four, “What is my lowest low?”  What is my lowest low?  Number 

five, “What is my most worthwhile emotion?”  What is my most 

worthwhile emotion?  What is my least worthwhile emotion?  

“What is my best habit?”  What is my best habit?  What is my 

worst habit?  And so, you use these during the investigate phase 

of our time of your reflection to ask these questions and these 

questions will help you to discover a lot about yourself, a lot 

about the experience so that you can learn from it.  You can 

have tremendous insight, tremendous insight.  Reflection always 

turns experience into insight.  So, when you reflect it’s no longer 

just an experience but now you glean insight from the 

experience and you use that insight now to help you as you go 

forward.   

 

 So, bad experiences are not bad in of themselves if you manage 

them properly, if you take the proper time and give it the proper 

attention to glean the lesson you actually better yourself from a 

bad experience, and you develop your life and you’re able to 

move forward as a better person.  Out of every bad experience 

you can actually move forward in life as a better person.  Isn’t 

that powerful?  Isn’t that powerful?  You can move forward.  

Unfortunately, this is something that Samson didn’t do because 

Samson went through a lot of bad experiences but he never took 

the time to reflect to see what caused it.  He never took the time 

to stop to see what he could change to prevent it from happening 

again.  He never took the time to get insight from his 

experiences and as the result, he kept falling in the hole in the 

sidewalk over and over until eventually he couldn’t get out.  And 
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so, always remember that we gain valuable insight from 

experience when we take time to reflect.  We can get the insight 

out of every experience when we take the time to reflect.  That 

was one of the weaknesses that Samson had in his life but I 

thank God we get the opportunity to learn that and so we can 

shore that weakness in our lives and we can now glean valuable 

insight from experience especially bad experience that we have 

in our lives. 

 

 Here is the fifth thing I noticed about Samson, a weakness in his 

life and that particular weakness is he had no personal devotion 

with God.  Samson had no personal devotion with God.  The only 

time we see Samson talking to God is when he was in his last 

moments, crying out in help.  We didn’t see a relationship.  He 

did not maintain a vibrant living communion, connection with 

God during his life.  And it’s obvious by his actions you can see 

he was lacking in his personal devotion to God because if he had 

taken the time to have personal devotion with God he wouldn’t 

have continue making those errors because he would have been 

searching his own heart and spirit in his communion with God.  

God has a way of showing you the error of your ways and you 

come up to a higher level of living when you walk with God.   

 

 Because God will bring insight.  God bring the enlightenment.  

God will show you, he’ll show you.  He’ll convict your heart.  

He’ll convict your spirit.  He’ll bring things to life, things you’re 

not doing right and things you need to do, that’s one of the 

benefits of spending time with God.  How many of you know 

God’s righteous, God’s Holy and so it oozes out of him so when 

you hang in with him it strings out your life.  That’s one of the 

benefits of hanging with God.  That’s one of the benefits of 

hanging with God.  You draw his wisdom.  You draw his 

wisdom.  You draw his wisdom.  The Bible says God’s laid up 

wisdom for the righteous out of his mouth comes knowledge and 

wisdom.  Now, here’s what I noticed, he had no personal 

devotion with God.  Let me share this with you.  These are the 

five reasons that Christian leaders fail.  These are the five 

reasons, the five main reasons that Christian leaders fail.  

Number one, it’s because they have no personal devotion with 

God, and that’s what Samson suffer from.  

 

00:20:00 
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 They have no personal devotion with God.  Number two, they 

have no accountability.  No accountability.  No accountability.  

No friends.  No counsel.  No one to answer to.  No one checking 

up on them.  No accountability.  No accountability.  Number 

three, they think that it cannot happen to them.  The Bible says, 

that’s a dangerous position to be in, never think that it can 

happen to you.  The Bible says, “Take heed lest you fall.”  Take 

heed lest you fall.  So, never think it can happen to you.  So, 

when you think it can happen to you, you kind of let you guard 

down.  Oh that will never happen to me.  And we tend to judge 

and criticize people because we think, “Oh that could never 

happen to me.”  But you just don’t know.  You just don’t know.  

You don’t know what you would do in certain situations down 

the road when you have certain vulnerable moments when 

you’re not fully yourself.  You have no idea what you would do.  

And so that’s why the Bible says, “Take heed” when you think 

you stand take heed lest you fall.  So, never have the illusion 

that I cannot happen to me.  So, they have no personal devotion.  

No accountability.  They think that it cannot happen to them.   

 

 Number four, they have unresolved conflict at home.  

Unresolved conflict at home.  Unresolved conflict at home will 

lead you to do things that out of character.  When there is 

unresolved conflict at home it will lead you to do things that are 

out of character.  And number five, the last thing is Christian 

leaders become over stressed and they have not outlet for 

wholesome recreation.  You can get into a point where you 

overstressed and there is no outlet for wholesome recreation 

that can lead to trouble.  That can lead to trouble. 

 

 I remember Dr. Paul Yonggi Cho who passes the largest church 

in the world and he plays golf a lot and he was making the 

comment about when Christian leader who had fallen into all 

type of devious perversions and Dr. Cho said, he shouldn’t have 

been playing more golf, he wouldn’t have gotten in that trouble.  

He understood because the guy had no outlet for wholesome 

recreation.  Turn to your neighbor say, “play a little bit more 

golf.”  Here’s another weakness in his life that caused his 

downfall, he didn’t take the time to know who he could trust.  

He didn’t take the time to know who he could trust or confide in.  

He didn’t chose his associations wisely.  He didn’t chose his 

association wisely.  He entered into some bad relationships so he 

didn’t take the time to be in relationship with good people, with 

people of good character, with content, with character and that 
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became a very bad influence in his life.  Sorrow always brings 

out of relationships with bad people.  Sorrow always brings out 

of relationships with bad people.  So, you have to make sure 

you’re in relationships with good people.  You have to marry a 

good person, marry a good person.  Be in relationship with good 

people and that really guards your life.  I’m going to tell you 

this, that it’s actually better for you to be alone than to be with 

the wrong person.  I’m going to say that again, it’s actually 

better for you to be alone than to be with the wrong person.  You 

can be happy all by yourself, trust me, trust me.  Man, you can 

enjoy yourself.  When you’re by yourself, man you can be happy, 

but if you hook up with the wrong person, oh my goodness.  Life 

is not worth living if you hook up with the wrong person. 

 

 Praise God.  Praise God.  One of the things I really want to talk 

about that I haven’t had the opportunity and that’s on finishing 

strong, on finishing strong.  Samson, even though he made all 

these mistakes and he didn’t shore up these weaknesses in his 

life and he had wasted so much potential, so much potential in 

his life that was wasted and he was able to finish strong.  He 

was able to finish strong.  And so I may want to take a look at 

that finishing strong.  Finishing strong.  Finishing strong where 

we can not necessarily be so concerned about the beginning of 

our lives to now, but being concerned about now to the end of 

our lives.  That’s the great opportunity that we have.  Starting 

now where we are, starting now where we are, we can finish 

strong.  We can finish strong.  

 

 And Samson finished strong.  He finished strong.  And if there is 

any doubt in anybody’s mind, he is listed in Hebrews Chapter 

11, in the hall of fame of faith, Samson’s name is there.  He is 

listed.  He is listed.  So, he made it.  He finished strong. He 

finished strong and that gives all of us encouragement no matter 

how we’ve messed up, no matter what we missed out on in our 

past, how many failures, mistakes we made, we have the ability 

to recognize the error of our ways, turn and we can finish strong.  

A bend in the road is not the end of the road unless you fail to 

make a turn.  Praise God. I’ve been preaching long time.  I’ve 

been preaching over 25 years and I had never really preached on 

the life of Samson in all these years, never preached on the life 

of Samson and I said, “Wow” I had no idea all these good 

nuggets were there in his life, things that speaks to us today and 

I want to talk to you as if Samson himself were here today, 

things he would say to us today.  And so I pray that you have 
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been gleaning some of these things out of his life.  But his life is 

truly been a blessing just to study his life.  The strongest man 

who ever lived and yet he dealt with weaknesses in his own life 

that hindered his true greatness to an extent.  And we’ve had 

the opportunity to look at those and to discover those and to 

recognize that we all have strengths and we all have weaknesses 

and we can shore up our weakness and God against our 

weaknesses to make sure that we can have a happy ending in 

life and so that we can finish strong.  Praise God. Give the Lord 

a hand for living strong, living strong, living strong, living 

strong, living strong. Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

 Those of you watching via television, I want you to go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen to this entire series on 

“Live Strong” from the life of Samson absolutely free of charge.  

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of The 

Word, because brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com.  This was Part 3 of 

the message titled, “Live Strong,” subtitled, “Samson,” by C. 

Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7647.  That’s 7647.  To 

listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7647 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often, because brother, you need the 

Word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:27:21 
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