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C. Elijah Bronner: Instead of focusing on the problems of life, focus on the promises 

of God over your life. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is a message 

titled “Expect Great Things” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This message 

is number 7653.  That’s 7653.  Listen to over a thousand free 

messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for 7653, “Expect Great Things.” 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word. 

 

 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online at brothersoftheword.com.  Stay tuned to today’s 

message.  Always a wonderful delight and joy to have you tuned 

in and join us. 

 

 I would like to read just a little humor.  Leroy goes to a revival 

and he listens to the preacher.  And after a while the preacher ask 

if anyone has needs and if so, they would like to be prayed over to 

come forward to the altar.  And so, Leroy gets in line and when 

it’s his turn, the preacher asked Leroy, “What do you want me to 

pray about for you?”  Leroy replies, “Preacher, I need you to pray 

for my hearing.”  And so, the preacher puts one finger in Leroy's 

ear and he places the other hand on top of Leroy's head.  And he 

prays fervently, and prays, and prays.  After a few minutes, the 

preacher removes his hands, stands back and he asked Leroy.  

Leroy, how is your hearing now?  Leroy says, I don't know pastor, 

it’s not until next Wednesday. 

 

Well, I would like to read a couple of scriptures.  If you’d flip over 

to the Book of Jeremiah Chapter 29.  With me, Jeremiah Chapter 

29, familiar verse Jeremiah 29:11.  Jeremiah 29:11, and let’s read 

together in unison.  Notice where it says there, Jeremiah 29:11.   

 

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, 

thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”  

And I want to read it from another translation.  Another 

translation reads it this way, “For I know what I have planned for 

you says the Lord.  I have plans to prosper you, not to harm you.  

I have plans to give you a future filled with hope.” 
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And also, 1 Timothy.  You don't have to turn there, but 1 Timothy 

4:8.  It says to us that we have a future full of promise. 

 

We have a future full of promise.  Future full of promise.  

Jeremiah 29 says, and I’m going to give you a future filled with 

hope.  And also, Romans 12:12, you don’t have to turn there, 12 

verse 12, it uses the phrase that we are to be “rejoicing in hope”.  

Rejoicing in hope which means we are to have a happy 

anticipation of good things to come. And so, I just want to use that 

as a subject, expect great things.  Expect great things.  Turn to 

your neighbor and say, “Expect great things.”  Expect great 

things.   

 

I’m really excited to see what God has planned for us this year 

and I want to admonish you to stay open, to stay on the lookout, 

stay open for new opportunities and for new ideas and for the 

right breaks.  The right people, the right opportunities and for 

good things coming into your life. 

 

I believe that there will be blessings prepared for you on the 

pathway of obedience this year.  And so, I want to see yourself 

happy, see yourself healthy, see yourself wealthy, see yourself 

wise.  See yourself happy, healthy, wealthy, and wise this year.   

 

That’s actually a scripture, 3 John 2, 3 John 2 says, “Beloved, I 

wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, 

even as thy soul prospereth.”  So that’s the will of God for us to 

prosper.  To be in health even as our soul prospers. 

 

00:05:02 

 

So look to be happy, look to be healthy, look to be wealthy, look to 

be wise. 

 

I brought a two-minute video clip.  This is a gentleman I want you 

to see.  He gives some wonderful, wonderful health tips for the 

new year and he’s a young man. 

 

(Video Clip Plays) 

 

Female 1: Some birthday wishes for an east valley man.  Today he is 110 

years old. 
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Male 1: Susan Casper reports, the guy is sharing his secret to longevity. 

 

Male 2: If you eat properly, get your rest. 

 

Female 3: Words to live by considering Fernando Lapayo of Mesa was born 

in 1901 and has lived to be 110 years old. 

 

Male 2: They had no airplanes.  I saw them all come about. 

 

Female 3: Fernando tells me, he’s never been sick a day in his life.  He walks 

every morning and eats mostly organic fruits and veggies. 

 

Male 2: People ask me, “What do you do to stay so young?”  I say, well 

you’ve heard the old saying, I know you have.  You are what you 

eat.” 

 

Female 3: So, what’s Fernando’s secret?  Five foods, garlic, honey, 

cinnamon, chocolate, and olive oil.  Healthy habits Fernando 

picked up from his father.  A doctor who lived to be 98. 

 

Male 2: And he told me, not to eat ordinary red meat.  He said lamb is 

okay.  But red meat, stay away from them.  Hot dogs and french-

fries and all those things.  Don’t eat it. 

 

Female 3: Fernando keeps his brain sharp by being a voracious reader, 

solving crossword puzzles, and playing checkers. 

 

Male 2: I can remember things that my father told me when I was eight 

years old. 

 

Female 3: A father who showed his son how to have a rich life worth living. 

 

Male 2: And he taught me how to live, how to eat and to have faith in God 

and he would take care of me.  And so far, it has happened. 

 

Female 3: In Mesa, Susan Casper, ABC 15 news. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Amen, amen.  So, I want to see yourself happy, see yourself 

healthy, see yourself wealthy, see yourself wise.  Those are some 

good fitness tips for the new year.  Tips to live by.  And I want you 

to make a decision as we just saw that those things, being happy, 

being healthy, being wealthy, being wise.  They are based on 

God’s word.  They’re John 2, and I want you to make a decision 

this year to focus on the promises of God over your life.  Focus on 
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the promises of God instead of focusing on the problems of life.  

Focus on the promises of God over your life this year. 

 

Well, I’m going to give you a lot of scripture today because I want 

you to focus on the promises of God over your life instead of the 

problems of life in your life.  Focus on the promises of God over 

your life.  Psalms 115.  Psalms 115.  Psalms 115.  I want you the 

expect great things.  Psalms 115:12-15.  Psalms 115:12-15. 

 

“The Lord hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will bless 

the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron.  He will bless 

them that fear the Lord, both small and great.  The lord shall 

increase you more and more, you and your children.  Ye are 

blessed of the Lord which made heaven and earth. 

 

That’s very similar to Jeremiah 29.  That’s God's plan.  That’s 

God's plan to bless us, to increase us.  He’s been mindful of us, 

and we are blessed.  I want you to know that this is God's 

covenant with you that he established with Abraham, is to bless 

you and to make you a blessing.  That’s our covenant with God.  

Our covenant with God is to be blessed and to be made a blessing.  

That was the whole covenant he set up with Abraham.  He wanted 

to make a great nation out of Abraham.  He wanted to bless him 

and he wanted to make him a blessing.  I want you to know that 

Abraham’s family is still a blessing to the world because Christ 

came out of his family. 

 

He is still a blessing and that's the whole covenant of God that 

you would be blessed and made a blessing.  Begin to confess and 

believe and focus on the promises of God over your life and not 

the problems of life. 

 

Here’s something I love; I love this one.  Psalms 65:11.  Psalms 

65:11.  I love this one for a new season, for a new year.  It says, 

“You crown the year with your goodness.” 

 

00:10:07 

 

You crown the year with your goodness.  What an expectation.  

What a wonderful hope.  Remember, we're expecting great things.  

What a wonderful expectation, a wonderful prayer, a wonderful 

hope to say, “Lord you crown this year with your goodness.”  You 

crown this year with your goodness, and richness overflows 

wherever you are.  Richness overflows wherever you are.  “You 
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crown the year with your goodness and richness overflows 

wherever you are.” 

 

This year is a year of wonderful blessing, it’s a year of great 

things.  I like something that Reverend Earl.  He sent me a text 

today and it was something relating to something he shared in 

our last service, and he spoke about this being the year of triple 

grace.  The year of triple grace and I haven’t never really thought 

about it or looked at it, but if you take the 15 from this year.  The 

15 of our year, five is the number of grace, five is the number of 

grace, it’s the number of goodness, it’s the number of God’s favor.  

That’s the number five.  5×3 is 15, the year we’re in.  And so that’s 

why he said this is the year of triple grace.  This is the year of 

triple, triple grace.  This is the year of triple grace. 

 

It sort of reminded me of a scripture that I shared recently.  John 

1:16, you don’t have to turn there, but it speaks of when Christ 

came, He was full of grace and Verse 16 says, “And of his fullness 

we all have received,” and it goes on to say, “And grace for grace.”  

It ends right there but really you can tell by that verse that that 

is a continuing gerund, and is actually denoting a continuation. 

 

So, it’s really saying, the Amplified puts it this way, that we have 

received from Christ’s grace after grace after grace, favor after 

favor, after favor.  Blessing after blessing after blessing.  And it 

goes on there, it’s a continuing receiving through Christ Jesus 

because he is full and that supply never diminishes and because 

we are in Christ Jesus, and we have received this abundance of 

grace, and it’s grace after grace after grace  It is  favor after favor 

after favor, it is blessing after blessing after blessing.  It even goes 

on to the Amplified Bible to say, “And gift after gift after gift.”  

Folks that’s the goodness of our God.  That’s the goodness.  Man, 

that sounds so good, I almost threw a scene. 

 

Favor after favor, grace after grace after, blessing after blessing, 

gift after gift.  That’s what we can expect from God this year.  

Favor after favor, grace after grace, grace after grace, favor after 

favor, blessing after blessing, gift after gift.  That’s the goodness 

of God.  Well, we just saw Psalms 115.  He says God has been 

thinking about you and he wants to bless you, it’s been on his 

mind.  To bless you more and more, you and your children, to 

increase you more and more.  Expect great things.  Turn to your 

neighbor and say, “Expect great things.” Expect great things.  

Praise God. 
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This continuing grace, I see this grace that we have.  It really is a 

double dose.  It’s not only that we have it on this year, we have in 

Christ Jesus, so we can get a double dose of it.  He has crowned 

the year with his goodness but because we’re in Christ Jesus, that 

goodness and that grace and that favor and blessing is already 

flowing all the time.  So, you’re in Christ and you’re in a new year 

so you get the double dose, you get the double dose, a double dose, 

a double dose, a double dose, grace after grace, favor after favor, 

blessing after blessing, gift after gift.  His goodness after 

goodness. 

 

And so that grace there, Ephesians 2, look at this one with me.  

Ephesians 2:7, Ephesians 2:7.  I love this.  This is one of my all-

time favorites.  Ephesians Chapter 2, I think about this all the 

time. 

 

00:15:00 

 

Ephesians 2:7.  I want you see this.  Notice what it says here, and 

this is basically saying that he made us alive with Christ.  He 

raises us up together with Christ.  He has seated us together in 

heavenly places in Christ and he did all that, saw that verse 7, so 

we can take place that in the ages to come, and the ages to come, 

he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 

toward us through Christ Jesus.  Notice he said in the ages to 

come.  In other words, it’s going to take all eternity, it’s going to 

take all eternity for God to show the riches of His grace.  Let me 

show you what the amplified says. 

 

The Amplified says that grace is immeasurable, is limitless, 

surpassing riches.  It’s actually beyond riches.  Notice what it says 

in the King James that in the ages to come he might show the 

exceeding riches of his grace.  It’s past riches.  That’s why it said 

it exceeds riches.  It’s immeasurable, it’s unlimited, it’s limitless 

in surpassing riches.  In fact, there’s no word to describe it.  The 

best he could describe it is saying, you know what riches are?  

Well it’s better than that.  That’s all he can say.  That’s all he can 

describe it.  Everybody knows what riches are but it’s better than 

riches.  There’s no word to describe the grace of God that he shows 

us beginning now throughout all eternity.  He’s going to take all 

eternity for Him to show us He’s better than His riches, He’s 

better than riches.  To shows us all of that is going to take all 
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eternity.  For Him to show it to us in hHs kindness in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

In His kindness, in His kindness, in His kindness.  Man, so God 

is so full, he’s so full of this.  And so, when Jesus came, He was 

full of grace, full of it, full of it.  It’s an unlimited supply, full of it.  

And of his fullness, we have received.  And so, God is saying, “Man 

he’s going to take all eternity to show you the richness of his 

grace,” the exceeding richness of His grace in His kindness, in His 

kindness.  Man, I wish I had three people, that just -- oh my 

goodness, oh my goodness, oh man, oh man, oh man, oh man.   

 

So, this is another year to just get a glimpse of it.  This is another 

year because He’s going to do this it the ages to come.  So year 

after year after year, century after century after century, this goes 

out all the way into eternity.  He’ll be showing us.  Folks, I mean 

when you’re long gone, once you’re in heaven, guess what?  He’s 

going to still show you the richest of His grace and His kindness 

in Christ Jesus.  Oh man, oh man, I’m getting excited.  I’m getting 

excited here.  Oh, my goodness.  I’m getting excited here.  Man, 

we get to see this throughout all eternity.  We get to see this 

throughout all eternity.  We get to see this throughout all 

eternity.   

 

So, we have all that going on in Christ but at the same time he’s 

crowned the year with his goodness and we're in that time period 

of the ages to come and we’re getting it from both ends.  Turn to 

your neighbors and say, “We’re getting it from both ends.”  We’re 

getting it from both ends.  We’re getting it from both ends.  We’re 

being blessed from both ends.  I just wanted to announce to you 

that you can expect great things.  You can expect great things.  

Expect great things.  Expect great things.  Expect great things.  

Expect great things. 

 

Well, let me just share with you a couple of things that were kind 

of in my heart.  Number one, I wanted to say be grateful for God's 

blessing.  Be grateful for God's blessing.  Give thanks, give 

thanks.  Have a heart of appreciation and the heart of gratitude 

and also this year thank people.  Be grateful for people.  Show 

appreciation to people.  Love people.  Let people know especially 

those who have invested in your life.  Those who you value.  Those 

who made a deposit in your life.  Value and appreciate and be 

grateful for people and give thanks to people.  I spent much of the 

day-to-day just thanking people.  I was just thanking various 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7652


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7653 
 

people in my life for deposits of value that they made in my life 

and for wisdom and just for favor, and just for kindness.  And so 

be grateful and thank people. 

 

John Maxwell said this about people.  He said, “People are 

insecure, give them confidence.”  He said, “People want to feel 

special, sincerely compliment them.  People desire a better 

tomorrow, give them hope.”  Show them hope.  “People need to be 

understood, listen to them.  People are selfish so speak to their 

needs first. 

 

00:20:03 

 

People get emotionally low, encourage them.  People want to be 

associated with success.  Help them win.  Invest back in the 

people.  Value people.  Appreciate people, those around you who 

have invested in your life.  Take the time just to say thank you.  

Take the time to say thank you to people and be grateful for God's 

rich blessings.  Just kind of meditate on God’s rich blessing in 

your life and have a heart of gratitude and a heart of gratefulness 

and thanks. 

 

And also, be grateful and thank people.  The second thing I 

wanted to say that was on my heart is get rid of offenses.  Get rid 

of offenses.  Get rid of offensive because in this blessed year and 

this blessed position that we have in Christ, the last thing you 

want is a heart that is cluttered up with all type of ill filling and 

the Lord dealt with me one day.  He said, “Get rid of all of the ill 

heart attitudes that even go unspoken.  There are a lot of times 

you think about certain people a certain way in your own heart.  

It’s never vocalized.  It’s never voiced, but you have some crazy 

little thought sometimes, just some pettiness.  You know, you 

think all kind of stuff in your heart, like, “I wish they wouldn't 

come over here.  I wish they would leave me alone.  I can’t stand 

them.  They think they all of that, and we have all type of 

conversations in our heart that are never vocalized, that are never 

spoken but they are negative, their ill. 

 

And the lord told me, he said, get rid of that.  He said, get rid of 

that, clean it all up.  Get all that out of your heart, so that you can 

be free and so you can flow and love and so you can flow in my 

blessing.  And you can flow in the goodness I want to do in your 

life, but I need all that clutter removed out of you.  So, I want to 

talk just a second about getting rid of offenses.  Number one, own 
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your offenses, own your offenses.  What I mean by that, say I was 

wrong.  Apologize.  Repent.  Ask for forgiveness.  I was wrong.  

Own your offenses. 

 

Number two, forgive others.  Forgive others.  Forgive others.  

Number three, was what we just talked about, getting rid of all of 

the ill unspoken inner heart attitudes and ill feelings.  Getting rid 

of that and number four is don't talk negatively about people or 

yourself.  Listen very carefully.  A negative mind can never 

produce a positive life.  A negative mind can never produce a 

positive life.  So, don't speak negative about anyone.  Don’t speak 

negative about yourself.  Here are some things you want to say 

about yourself.  I can.  I will.  I am able.  I am strong.  That’s a 

short list but you want to begin to speak in terms of possibilities.  

Don’t say cannot.  Don’t ask the question, can I?  Ask the question, 

how can I?  Just that one change there changes the whole thing 

into possibility thinking. 

 

So, you speak of yourself positively.  Speak of others, don’t speak 

negative of others, don’t speak negatively of yourself.  Those are 

two things God impressed upon my heart for this new year.  Those 

of you watching by television, we’re out of time.  I want you to go 

to brothersoftheword.com, you can listen to this message in its 

entirety, “Expect Great Things,” and I want you to expect great 

things to happen in your life this year.  You can get this message 

absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it to a friend.  Thank 

you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because 

brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled “Expect Great Things” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This 

message is number 7653, that’s 7653.  To listen to over a thousand 

free messages or to send this message number 7653 to a friend go 

to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to brothersoftheword.com 

often, because brother you need the word. 

 

00:24:15 
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