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C. Elijah Bronner: Don’t ask yourself, “Can I?”  Ask yourself, “How can I?” 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is a Part 5 of 

the series titled “Developing the King in You” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7658.  That’s 7658.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:22 - 00:00:50) 

 

And now for 7658, “Developing the King in You” Part 5. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television and 

those of you joining us live online in BrothersoftheWord.com.  

Welcome to today’s message.  Delighted to have you to tune in.  

Well, I would like to read just a little humor.  John and Mary went 

to visit their pastor for marriage counselling, and the pastor gets 

up and he hugs Mary and he sits down.  He gets up and he hugs 

Mary a second time, and third time, and then he turns to John 

and says, “You see that John?  Mary needs that every day.”  John 

replies, “Well that’s fine pastor but I can only bring her here on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays.” 

 

We have been doing a series around the life of King David, and 

today we’re on Part 5 entitled “Developing the King in You,” 

Developing the King in You.  And we’ve been sort of using as a 

backdrop 1 Samuel, 1 Samuel 17, and we’ve been covering the 

main event where David means Goliath.  I want to begin by 

sharing something that I heard Pastor Jimmy Evans, he was 

teaching along these lines and he shared something really 

insightful and I can tell it was just wonderful revelation of the 

Holy Spirit, and so I grabbed a hold of it and I wanted to just 

share some of it with you today.  He coined the phrase as he looked 

at the account of David and Goliath.  I had never really looked at 

it this way, but he coined the phrase fresh thinking.  Fresh 

thinking.  Everybody says, “fresh thinking,” fresh thinking, fresh 

thinking. 

 

Well, when Israel was camped aside across from the Philistines 

and Goliath have been challenging, giving his threat across the 

valley to Israel, insulting God, insulting the army of Israel and of 

course challenging any man in Israel to fight him, and they had 

been there for 40 days.  They had been there for 40 days and I 

explained to you before why no one had made a move.  They didn’t 
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want to make a move because both armies were situationed on 

top of mountains and you give advantage to the opposing army if 

you came down and try to go up to attack, so neither one wanted 

to give up their advantage.  And so, they had been in a standstill 

for 40 days, 40 days.  Now there’s a lot of significance to the 

number 40.  I don’t have time to teach that today, that’s a whole 

another message, but 40 was always a time of testing.  You know 

the children of Israel they were in Egypt 400 years.  There were 

in the wilderness 40 days.  Jesus was in the wilderness 40 days, 

so there is something very significant about the fact that they 

were at a standoff for 40 days and David shows up on the 40th 

day. 

 

There is something, I do want you to realize, I don’t have time to 

teach that but I do want you to realize that there is something 

significant about the number 40 there.  Forty is always a number 

of testing, 40 is always a number of trial and we receive our 

deliverance after 40.  And so 40 is very powerful and so David 

shows up not by coincidence and is on the 40th day, on the 40th 

day.  But anyway, there at the standoff and no one wants to fight 

Goliath because not only is he so large, he’s so huge, but his sword 

is longer than anybody else’s sword, and the army of Israel 

realizes that his sword is bigger than anybody else’s, his spear is 

longer than anybody else’s.  And so in other words you couldn’t 

really attack Goliath and so nobody had a fresh thought for 40 

days.  Nobody had a fresh though for 40 days.  

 

00:05:00 

 

David comes along and all of a sudden David has a fresh thought.  

He has a fresh thought.  He has a fresh thought.   And so, he 

comes along and David realized that you can’t fight Goliath with 

conventional weapons.  You can’t fight Goliath with conventional 

weapons because of the size and the length of his sword and his 

spirit.  He knew that you wouldn’t be able to get close to him.  So, 

David, he had a fresh thought.  He did a fresh thinking.  

Everybody says, “Fresh thinking again,” say, “Fresh thinking”.  

Fresh thinking.  And so David had a new idea.  He had a new 

idea.  He had a new idea, and I want you to always ask yourself 

this question, don’t ask yourself “Can I?” ask yourself, “How can 

I?”  The question is not, “Can I beat Goliath?” the question is “How 

can I beat Goliath?”  That changes your whole perspective.  It 

turns into a possibility thinking. 
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And so, David he questioned not “Can I beat Goliath?” but the 

question became “How can I beat Goliath?”  And so, he used fresh 

thinking.  He came up with a fresh idea just as God had put 

courage in his heart to fight, God also put the idea in his head.  

God gave them him strategy, God gave him the idea.  So, he had 

a fresh idea.  He did fresh thinking.  And so, he came up with his 

slingshot and the five smooth stones that he retrieved from the 

water.  And so, the reason he took the sling and the stones is 

because he says number one, Goliath won’t take me serious 

coming with those kinds of weapons and it worked like a charm.  

So, Goliath didn’t take him seriously and he put his guard down, 

so David said, “What can I do to make him not take me seriously? 

“Because see if had come out with a sword or a spear, then Goliath 

would have been on guard.  But with him coming with a sling, his 

strategy works.  So, that’s a fresh idea.  It’s a fresh thought and 

then the second thing he says is, “What can I use so I don’t have 

to get close to him?”  He knew that his spear would be longer, he 

knew his sword would be longer than any other man, so what can 

I use to stay out of his reach.  And so, he had a fresh idea.  

Everybody says “fresh thinking.” 

 

He had a fresh idea; he had a thought and so this is what David 

had.  Ask yourself this question, “How can I win today?”  Ask 

yourself that question, “How can I win today?”  Turn to your 

neighbor and ask that question, “How can I win today?”  You 

should ask yourself that question every day.  Every day you 

should ask yourself that question, “How can I win today?”  How 

can I win today?  How can I win today?  And it can be in every 

area of your life.  How can I win in my relationships today?  How 

can I win in my finances today?  How can I win in my spiritual 

life today?  How can I win on my job today?  How can I win in my 

business today?  So, ask yourself that question, how can I win 

today?  How can I win today?  How can I win today?  And what it 

does is it stimulates your thinking, it stimulates creative 

thinking, it stimulates fresh thinking, fresh ideas.  This is what 

David did. 

 

For so often we do the same thing over and over and it doesn’t 

work and we keep doing the same thing over and over and even 

though we realize it doesn’t work.  And we keep doing the same 

old things that don’t work.  They get no results and we keep doing 

and so you have to have a fresh idea.  You have to have fresh 

perspective.  You have to have fresh insight.  Fresh revelation.  

Fresh enlightenment and I believe this is what God gave David.  

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7658


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7658 
 

He gave him fresh thinking, fresh thinking.  They had been there 

for 40 days.  They didn’t have a fresh idea.  Nobody did any 

thinking.  David comes along, he has fresh insight, fresh ideas 

and it works, it works.  So, God will give you strategy.  God not 

only put the courage in his heart but God put the idea in his head.  

God put the idea in his head.  And so, we do so often the same 

thing and we keep getting the same lousy results but you have to 

realize that you need fresh thinking. 

 

You need some new ideas.  You need to try new strategy.  You 

need to try something new.  You need to try something new. And 

so, you have to be willing to do some things that you’ve never done 

before.  And so, David uses the slingshot and these stones and 

honestly, this is something that hadn’t been used in war before.  

No one had ever used a slingshot in battle before, so it was 

something fresh, it was something new.  It was really a fresh idea.  

It was a creative idea.  And so, God will give you a fresh idea.  God 

will give you a new idea, and it is something different, it is 

something new, we really don’t even have any account in 

scripture of David using the sling before this time.  He killed a 

lion; he killed a bear but he actually killed those up close with a 

knife. 

 

00:10:03 

 

So, the Bible records that he caught the lion and the bear.  He 

caught them by the head, and that’s a bad man.  To catch a lion 

by the head, I’m beginning to understand why he wasn’t afraid of 

Goliath.  If anybody can take down a lion and a bear close up in 

physical combat, you are a bad man.  You are a bad man.  That 

was no small feat, I mean I’ve seen some safari shows and you 

know, Africans and the bush, but I’ve never seen one go after a 

lion.  You know normally it’s at least a pack of men where they go 

hunt a lion.  I’ve never say one man, but this is one man hand-to-

hand combat with a lion and a bear, but the bible records he was 

up close and he took something and smote it with, so he either 

took a knife or stick something, but he was up close when he killed 

the lion and the bear. 

 

He didn’t use a slingshot there, but obviously David had a lot of 

practice.  He had a lot of practice out in the field with that sling 

because it was proven, it was tested, it would be the perfect 

weapon to take down Goliath.  So, God gave you a fresh idea.  He 

will give you a fresh thought.  He will give you something fresh.  
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Fresh thinking, creative ideas.  Creative ideas and so I just love 

that, I love that, so I really appreciate pastor Jimmy Evans.  I just 

gleaned so much from that and that really enhanced the story for 

me and really made me think in a whole different light, it gave 

me fresh perspective.  I want to share some other things that we 

learn about David’s life.  We learn about David’s life here. 

 

Remember, we’re gleaming from the character of this man who 

becomes king.  He has superior qualities about him.  He had just 

superior things about him that I really wanted to glean and we 

can adopt these things in our own lives to develop the king in us.  

And so, I just want to share some of the things about David.  And 

you know, as we start with this fresh thinking, it is so important, 

and this is what really hit me this week.  It’s so important to take 

time to sit before the lord with a notebook.  Take time to sit quietly 

before the lord with a notebook and ask God for some fresh ideas.  

Ask God for some fresh thinking.  Ask God to give you fresh ideas 

for your marriage. 

 

One of my friends emailed me a couple weeks ago and he said, “I 

need some fresh ideas for my marriage.  He said, how you do it 

this long and keep it fresh and he needed some fresh ideas and so 

I emailed him back some fresh ideas.  I gave him some ideas.  But 

how do you get fresh ideas?  So, take a notebook and sit quietly 

before the Lord.  Ask God for some fresh ideas for your marriage, 

for your family, for your career, for your business, for your health.  

Ask him for some fresh ideas.  Pastor Nathaniel was just telling 

me a week ago that God gave him a fresh idea for his health.  He’s 

going to do something different this year concerning his health.  

He will eat a day of raw and then he’ll do the next day of just 

water, he’s going to do that every other week but that was a fresh 

idea for his health, and so God gave him that fresh idea, 

something fresh.  So, give before the Lord with a notebook and 

don’t be afraid to ask God for a fresh idea, for a fresh thought.   

 

Remember this, John Maxwell said, he said a minute of thought 

is worth more than an hour of talk.  A minute of thought is worth 

more than an hour of talk.  So, find a quiet place, find a quiet 

place, schedule time and begin to question yourself.   How can i 

win today?  How can I win today?  God give me a fresh.  God give 

me fresh wisdom.  God give me a fresh thought concerning my 

finances.  Lord, give me a fresh thought concerning a business.  

Lord give me a fresh thought concerning my health.  God give me 

a fresh idea concerning my marriage. 
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You’d be surprised, you’d be surprised.  You know the wisdom of 

the ages is only nine inches below your nose.  The wisdom of the 

ages is only nine inches below your nose.  The wisdom of all 

eternity is only nine inches below your nose, but how often we 

don’t take the time to be quiet, to get into a still place and inquire 

the lord and ask God. 

 

One thing I noticed about David, one of his kingly qualities, he 

always inquired of the lord.  He took the time.  David always took 

the time to time.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “He took the 

time.”  He took the time.  He took the time and that’s one thing I 

noticed about David, he always inquired of the Lord, so that’s why 

I’m not surprised that he has fresh thinking, that he has fresh 

ideas, that he had fresh thoughts and concepts.  David always 

took the time to inquire of the lord and it takes a concerted effort 

because we live in such a busy world, such a noisy world to be 

quiet and to get a notebook and sit before the Lord. 

 

00:15:04 

 

You’d be surprised ideas, the insights, and God is saying the 

reason that I haven’t given you certain things, you never asked 

me.  You’ve never sat quiet long enough for me to give it to you.  

The wisdom of the ages is nine inches below your nose yet we don’t 

often take the time to sit quietly before him with a notebook and 

inquire of the wisdom of God.  Inquire of the wisdom of God.  He’s 

happy to help.  He’s happy to share insight with you.  He’s happy 

to share creativity with you.  He has solutions.  He has answers.  

Inquire of the lord.  Inquire of the lord.  He will give you fresh 

thinking. 

 

Turn over to the Book of Proverbs, let me show you some 

scriptures really quickly, we have to quickly.  Turn to your 

neighbors and say, “We got to move quickly,” we got to move 

quickly.  Turn over to Proverbs really quick.  Let me show you 

just some things about sitting quietly before the Lord and you’ll 

see some things.  Look at the wisdom here.  Look at Chapter 2, 

Proverbs 2:6-7.  Proverbs 2:6-7.  Notice what it says, Verse 6 and 

7.  For the lord giveth wisdom out of his mouth cometh knowledge 

and understanding.  He lays up sound wisdom for the righteous.”  

Notice that, he has it laid up, you just haven’t gone to get it.  He 

has laid it up for you, He gives wisdom out of His mouth and you 

can read in Chapter 1 there, you’ll see wisdom is always crying 
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out, wisdom is always trying to get our attention, wisdom is 

always trying to get us to slow down and listen. 

 

Wisdom said, if you’ll only give me time and hear me, I’ll speak 

excellent things to you.  I’ll speak things that will improve your 

life.  I’ll give you solutions, I’ll give you ideas.  If you take the time 

to slow down and listen to me, inquire of me.  I love this next one, 

look at Proverbs 8:6, Proverbs 8:6, notice when it says, “Hear for 

I will speak of excellent things, and the opening of my lips shall 

be right things.”  Look at Verse 34 and 35, “Blessed is the man 

that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts 

of my doors.  For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain 

favour of the Lord.”  Notice what it says, he says, you’ve got to be 

watching at my gates and waiting at my door.  That means there’s 

some waiting time involved.  That’s a person who is willing to get 

a pen and a notebook and sit down quietly and wait at the doors 

of wisdom.  Wait at the gates of wisdom. 

 

Just to wait, just to sit quietly and wait.  Just to sit quietly and 

wait at the doors of wisdom.  Folks, I hate to say this but we’ve 

been missing out.  We’ve been missing out on the very wisdom of 

God because we’re so busy, there’s so much noise, so much 

activity.  So many interruptions, so many distractions, so many 

gadgets, always somewhere to go, always somewhere to be, 

always something to do and we’re missing out on the very wisdom 

that will revolutionize our lives.  The wisdom. 

 

In Proverbs 20:5, Proverbs 20:5.  Take a look at that one.  

Proverbs 20, Proverbs 20:5, Proverbs 20:5, notice this, “Counsel 

in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding 

will draw it out.”  It’s in there, that’s what it saying.  The counsel 

is there, it’s nine inches below your nose, the wisdom of God is 

there, it’s in your heart, it’s in your spirit, it’s right here.  God is 

right here.  The apostle said, you know, he was quoting a scripture 

but he says, “You don’t have to go up to heaven, you don’t have to 

go under the earth.  The word is not there, it’s in your heart, it’s 

in your mouth.” 

 

And so, God is moving on the inside, so God’s right here, God’s 

right here and he has brought all of his counsel with him, all of 

his wisdom here.  He’s right here.  He’s right here.  He’s right 

here., nine inches below your nose is the wisdom of all.  The 

wisdom of all ages is nine inches.  So, counsel is in the heart of 

man, it’s like deep water and so it’s like a whale.  It’s like a whale.  
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In the Bible it actually talks about drawing from the whales of 

salvation, so we have a whale on the inside of us.  Wisdom is down 

here.  Counsel is down here and it’s like water and whale, but a 

man who understands will sit there long enough and pour that 

bucket up.  He will draw it out.  The whale is there.  The whale is 

there.  It has always been there.  You have a whale on the inside 

of you.  You have a whale on the inside of you.  You have a whale 

on the inside of you.  So just imagine as your sitting there in 

silence before the Lord, inquiring of the Lord with your notebook, 

with your pen, what you’re doing, you’re pulling the bucket up. 

 

You’re pulling the bucket up.  The longer you sit there, the more 

you pull that bucket and eventually that bucket will surface and 

the very counsel that was in your heart, you draw it out.  You 

draw it out.  And so, the man of understanding will draw counsel 

out of his heart like deep water. 

 

00:20:04 

 

And so, I’m convinced that much of David success is because he 

took the time and inquired of the lord.  He took the time to be 

quiet.  He got instruction from God and God gave him fresh ideas.  

God gave him fresh insight.  God gave him fresh thinking.  So, 

ask God, you ask God, ask God, ask God for fresh ideas.  Ask God 

for fresh insight, for fresh counsel, for fresh ideas, fresh things to 

do in life.  Fresh things to do in life. 

 

There’s some interesting typology I would love to share.  David is 

actually the type of Christ, he’s a type of Christ, so when he 

defeated Goliath as a type of Christ’s victory over all of the giant 

evil and sin and all of our oppression.  It’s a type of victory that 

Christ has wrought for us that Christ has gained for us.  So, David 

is a type of Christ.  He is a type of Christ, but David actually shifts 

in the typology.  Jonathan in the story becomes a type of Christ 

and I may show you this next time, but there’s a scripture where 

right after Chapter 17, after David defeats Goliath, he is now the 

man, he is now the man.  He is now the man. 

 

And so, after he beat Goliath and the Israelites rammed the 

Philistines off, king Saul said, “Who is that young man?”  Who is 

that young man?  Who is that young man?  And so, Saul’s captain 

went and got David and brought him to find out who he was and 

he came and told him who he was and Saul said, “Son, I’m not 

letting you go home anymore, you’re staying with me.”  And so, 
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Saul was so impressed with this young man, he kept him, he 

wouldn’t let him go home any longer.  And so, since Saul brought 

him on to the kingdom, Saul who had a son who was Jonathan.  

And so, David and Jonathan hit it off and they became the best of 

friends.  They became lifelong friends.  They became covenant 

brothers and here again, we get another typology.  We get another 

typology. 

 

In this relationship and actually it flips a couple of times, but 

Jonathan right after David returned from defeating Goliath and 

Saul brings him to the palace, into the kingdom, Jonathan, now 

keep your mind, David was just a shepherd boy, so he didn’t have 

any anything, he’s just a shepherd boy.  Jonathan is a prince, he’s 

a son of the king.  He’s a prince.  First thing Jonathan does, he 

strips his armor and he puts it on David.  In that scenario, 

Jonathan is a type of Christ.  We, the church is a type of David.  

Christ stripped his righteousness and put it on us.  He robed us 

with his righteousness and so that’s what Jonathan did to David.  

David was there and just having filthy rags; he was there in his 

filthy rags as we were in our filthy rags of sin and Christ strips 

his robe of righteousness and he clothes us with it.  He clothes us 

with it.  And so, Jonathan was the type of Christ.  He strips his 

righteousness and put it’s on David.  He clothes him now; he 

clothes him now in the regality and the royal-ness of the king.  

And so that’s a typology. 

 

I didn’t come to talk about typology, so you got me all two weeks 

ahead.  I didn’t come to talk about typology tonight but those are 

wonderful typology and it flips, it flips.  So, David in once instance 

he’s the image of Christ and this instance he’s actually the image 

of us.  Jonathan is a type of Christ and then there is another 

instance where David becomes a type of God.  He becomes a type 

of God.  Jonathan becomes a type of Christ, we become a type of 

Mephibosheth.  And those of you that know the story, David as 

God makes a covenant with Jonathan who is now Christ.  God 

and Christ make a covenant, cannot be broken.  This covenant 

cannot be broken because Christ is the sinless one.  That covenant 

won’t be broken, so God made the covenant with Christ.  He made 

the covenant with Christ and we became Mephibosheth.  We 

became beneficiaries of this covenant that we had nothing to do 

with. 

 

We became beneficiaries.  We became beneficiaries of this 

covenant.  We became beneficiaries of this covenant.  We became 
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beneficiaries of this covenant.  We became beneficiaries, had 

nothing to do with us but it was because David made the covenant 

with Jonathan and Jonathan died same way Christ died. 

 

00:25:01 

 

He died and we became beneficiaries so we are Mephibosheth and 

David said, is there anything left of the house of Saul?  Somebody 

says, yeah, little Mephibosheth.  David said, go get him and bring 

him into my house.  And Mephibosheth came in and David said, 

you’ll eat at my table for the rest of your life.  You’ll eat at my 

table for the rest of your life.  You’ll eat at my table for the rest of 

your life. 

 

Folks, we are being brought to the kings table.  We’ve been 

brought to the king’s table.  We’re Mephibosheth now, we’re 

Mephibosheth now, we’re beneficiaries of a covenant that we had 

nothing to do with.  Praise God, praise God, praise God, amen, 

amen, amen. 

 

Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  You can listen to this entire series on 

developing the king in you absolutely free of charge.  You can also 

email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us today at 

Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was Part 5 of 

the series titled “Developing the King in You” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7658, that’s 7658.  To listen to 

over a thousand free messages or to send this message number 

7658 to a friend go to BrothersoftheWord.com.  Listen to 

BrothersoftheWord.com often, because brother you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:26:37 
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